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Chapter I. 


Cbitm s reply to the Japanese the Chinese umiy ... the Chinese potfr 
i] i a nit hr interviews the Kang . march on F^ffing-yung*,. Chinese 
tTea-htry lh* Hew fm Chines help not nil a blessing ... 
ryflng^rmiig: invested . h tfie Chinese force an entnnc* . Jujiantve 
<iriven to h»y. + ..h™ vh*y escape... they retreat ...they nmss 
At Seoul . -Chinese ^Uip i- Song-do. Kotins bridge I he Ini-jin 

Chinese retire to fc^yung-YHElg. _ * -Korean victory eh the raofttl 

* ► UToit victory m HAag-ju .. r the JapoiieM vu# for peace con- 
Icrejite ott the Hati r . .Japanese evacuate S«ml .. .the terrible von- 
«tilio0 uF the city .ChLuesc enter Seoul ...they prevent ptarsmt 
Japanese daecntte a royal to tub ...Chines* accused nf Krui 
Faith ■ Japan eve line of camp*. .. .Chintve reinforced . .the great 
hjrtde q ( Chin-jit foy*| dancing-girl . , .admiral Yi still active 
Chinese troops retire* 

We must now return to the north and witness the final 
struggle which was to begin the Japanese retreat from the 
whole north. It was not till long after the fiTly days had ex 
pared that Gen. Sim Yu-gyflug returned from Nanking. The 
Japanese Isatl sent time and again, asking why he did not timke 
his appearance, bat now on the sixth day of the twelfth, moon 
he entered the city of F yting-yaug. making no excuses for 
his Lardiness but delivering bis message ns follows ■ "I have 
SL^ei' the Emperor and he says that if you wish to become 
vassals of China you must first gi ve tip all the territory taken 
fro til Korea. Yon must also give tip the two prince* whom 
von have captured U you do not see fit to comply with these 
demands Iht Kmpcror will send a million men and destroy 
you .' 1 He then gave to each ui the Japanese leaders .ui or¬ 
nament fur the hat. from the Emperor This was a trick to 
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discover iaow large the Japanese force might be. Et was de- 
term tiled that there must In 1 about simkk? Japanese troops ita 
the city r What reply llie Japanese gave to the Emperor's 
iktminds is not told, but tluit it wa* a negative one sure 
from tv hat followed. 

The Chinese army of counter-invasion tav just beyond 
ihe Va In River It was an enormous bust and, a? am tics went 
in those d.nys, it was a thoroughly efficient uiie. In connec¬ 
tion with this army was an official who held the rank of 
"M ilitary Advistr/ 1 hy thernnme of Song Utmp-clTiniK The 
office carried no active power in the field but ii steins id have 
been a sort of check upon the corumander in chief. for the 
duties of the office were to keep the Emperor informed of 
what was going on at the seal of war The actual General- 
in- chief was Vi Yft-song. Cndcr him were three gcntral>. of 
3 hc right, left and center respectively. The General of the 
Left was Yang Wiiu and under him were Gen-rajs Wang Yu- 
jnng Vi YtS-mfl* Vi Yu o. Yang Sa Ta su. Son Sn~ryiini, 
Yi^Ryung and Knl Fong-tm, The General uf the Center was Vi 
Vu-bitk and under him wrreG^nsMls Im Chn yimg. Vi Fntig- 
jtu, ko Cll -ik, Llio.i Su jnng. Chuk Keiim, Cliu Hong-nto, 
Pang Si-whi, Ko Seuisg arid Wang Mun The General of 
the Right was Chang Se-jak and under him were Geiiemls 
Clip Seuiig-hun, O Y^ch'oiig, Wang P'il jhk. Chu Chi-mob. 
Chang Euug-dCuiig, Nak Sang ji t Chin Pang ch uh fCok Su 
ami ^ ail E Sim* "Hie rear guard Whs under the vommind of 
Gem Pang Si-ch'au and the engineering corps was com* 
manded by Generals Yu Wliaug-saug and Win Whang. The 
maui Briny was compiled >?f 43,000 troops, while in the rear 
was a reserve force of H.ooo_ Tills army crossed the Ya 4 n 
lju the twenty fifth td she twelfth moots the dead of winter. 
El is said that when oil the march this army *1 retched jtong 
the road i* thousand Li (three hundred miles mid more) aud 
Ihnt the sound of their drums was continuous along the whole 
litre. 

Gcncntl*jti* chief VI Yf-WfiR. 4 r»nd in critmon roU-s 
and riding in n crimson chnir, arrived in Eui-ju am! wmiitrtt- 
atsk 1 ^nigbt dti interview with the king. The latter said. "I 
liitve governed this conn try badly. The Mnipemr hs* Wen 
piu to ej grtat deal nl trouble on my account and all these 
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gck>d men have dome a long, cold fOHd to fight for tis. Though 
I by open ray vitals with a sword t cannot repay you all Cor 
this kindness/' Gen, Yi smiled and said, "The Emperor's 
might reaches to the beaVen*. For the sake of Your Majesty's 
happiness we have been sent* and all your enemies will soon 
be put E0 flight/* To this the king rejoined, i+ Qur nation's 
life hangs by a thread, and the result lies with you. 1F Gen, 
Yi raised his two hands in salute and answered* "I am conse 
st the Emperor's onlt-rs and life or death are all one to me. 
When I started util my father r^td to me, * Fight valiantly 
for Korea and return victorious/ and so how can I do less 
than, my best?*' The Koreans say that this man's father waa 
a native of Euri-san in the province of P p yfing-an. Korea, but 
that for some offence he bad tied to Chinn and together wUh 
many of his relatives was enjoying high position tinder the 
Emperor. 

Gen Yi started for P"yPng-yaug with his whole army, 
&Q.OQO bags of rice and 20,000 pounds of powder. His troops 
were not provided with muskets but they Lind small cannon^ 
The Japanese on the other hand hod muskets but no cannon. 
Upon the arrival df the Chinese at An-ju they were met by 
the Prime Minister. Yu S&ng-iiyttng, who laid before Gen, Via 
map show ing the roads leading to P yung-yang, Gen. Yi took 
red ink and indicated on the map the various routes by which 
he intended to lead his forces to that city Calling Oeu, Sa 
T^-sn he sent him forward [0 deceive the Japanese by saying 
that a few Chinese had come to effect a peaceful solution of 
the difficulty. The Japanese were pleased at this and sell* 
twenty of their people to meet, as they supposed, Sim Yu- 
yyfmg at Su*an Gen. Sa feasted them there but meanwhile 
had the place surrounded and in The midst of the banquet the 
Japanese were treacherously assaulted and cut rhrwu, only 
three escaping. From these The Japanese learned of the hoi* 
tile intentions of ihe Chinese and were greatly disturbed* but 
being forewarned they put themselves in readiness lor an 
assault. 

And -a the old year died—!hr terrible Im-jin year which 
witnessed 1 hr indescribable horror- of the ruthless invasion 
which swept it from end to end ; which saw* too, the gradual 
awakening of 'he dormant military spirit, id the people, until 
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at hs close the Waved invasion had noX only broken anil spent 
itself but had left the remnant of the invaders cut of! from 
their home hind by one of the greatest naval geniuses of his 
own qt any other age, surrounded on all sides and hemmed hi 
by forces which though perhaps enable to cope with them in 

I he open field hi -x pitched battle could yet harrasis iiiti cut 

off on every side, It must be clearly borne in mind that 
the Chinese did nut fidse a hand to hdp Korea Until the in¬ 
vasion virtually collapsed The Koreans without the aid of 
China could probably have starved the Japanese nut of P'yGng- 
yang and driven them southward, cutting them off on the left 
nnd right litl they would have been glad to lake ship for home. 
In a sen ft- the Chinese com iter-hi vision was an extremely un¬ 
fortunate thing for Korea, for the dormant energies of the peo- 
plr were just rousing themselves to action, Armies were be- 
sur levied, every day saw the Japanese forces melting away 
and Lhere wan a magnificent Bpport unity for Korea to turn 
upjn her devastators nnd drive them headlong iulo the sea. 

II would have given a tremendous impulse to patriotism and 
national self-respect; and it might have been a stepping-stone 
To a strong national life : but the coming of the Chinese sol¬ 
diery immediately threw everything in to Chinese hands and 
tliry reaped all the benefits of the situation. Even the Kor- 
rails themselves did riot reatiiv bow they were playing into 
the hands of China. The Japanese in F'yihig-yaug were 
weary and sick, and at heart giad of any excuse for retreating 
if it could be done without too a loss of dignity. It was 
TlL just Ihis manful that the Korea HE. put the game, already 
wmi. in so the bunds of China to reap nil the credit and all the 
pdten ol sncc&is The Koreans leaned hack upon China and 
relapsed iiiiu their old self-complacent "fooTs paradise. >T 

Wtlh I he beginning of the new year Gen. Yi moved 
southward toward P'yung-ysmg far as ftiikch'CUi where he 
intended to halt for the night, an the winter days were short t 
bur hitiring of the njftsutierc at Suramin and wishing to give as 
bilk- t Title fur preparation a & possible* pushed on by night, and 
in the mom mg planted few banners before the undent city of 
r*ymig-yaiig The vity was forthwith surrounded. The 
Jnpants* ronld be mm cover mg the jilope of tilt hill within 
t|it ivajj w ith their blue and white flags, and toon they open- 
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ed fire on the besiegers. At the same moment they rushed to 
the walls and manned them. The Chinese Generals of the 
Left. Center nnd Right were stationed with their respective 
forces before the three gates CtTH-sunf, Ham-guand Fot-QQ(. 
The General-in-chief Yi* with a banner in one hand and * 
drum-stick-in the other, rode swiftly from one division to an¬ 
other encouraging the men. His forces could hudly be held 
in check, they were so eager. In spite of their long, cold night 
march, to rush at the wall and scale it* They were not long 
kept from their desire, for at eight o‘dock word was given for 
the whole assaulting force to advance to the wall. The can¬ 
non thundered, the ire-anows flashed through* thq air, the 
Very ground fairly trembled with the noise of battle and the 
tramp of eager feet. One of the fire-arrows alighted in the 
qDarters of the Japanese general-in-chief and it was soon id 
flames, which rapidly spread to all the surrounding buildings. 
The Japanese guarded the walls with the greatest gallantry, 
and with spear and arrow, hot water and stones they made it 
quite impossible for the Chinese to effect an entrance- The 
wall bristled with weapons, so that in the word^ of a native 
chronicler it was **a hedgehog"* back/ 1 So it happened 
that the Chinee forces fell back from the fierce defense of the 
Japanese. Many of them contemplated a general retreat and 
started to leave the field* but Gen. Yi, who was always found 
where most needed* saw the defection of his men and , pursuing 
thetn, struck off the heads of ? few as an example to the rest. 
Then be turned and cried, ‘"Fifty ounces of silver to the first 
man to set foot Upon the battlements of P*y ting-yang, 1 ' This 
was doubtless a more powerful appeal than he could have made 
had he called upon their patriotism or love of glory. Im¬ 
mediately the tide of battle turned. A Chinese captain, Nak 
Sang-jt, a man well along in years and whose proportions 
were so ample that the Korean chronicler says of him that he 
weighed a thousand pounds, led ou a company of men and by 
a mighty effort succeeded in reaching the iop of the wail* He 
held his ground there while others could scale the wall at his 
back, and so an entrance was effected. The Japanese began 
to desert the wall* and soon the Chinese entered by the Po- 
t'ong and Ch'lhsting gales, while Korean allies entered by 
the Httm-gti Gale. By this time the Japanese had entirely 
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left the wall and had massed themselves as best they could 
in varimjs part* of ihc city, determined to make ft desperate 
stand. The Chinese infantry and envalry both mxrmtd in 
on every side and nil Japanese stragglers were ctil oSE, while 
the tight throughout the city became general. Before the 
Japanese could firmly establish themselves upon The hiU and 
in other defeasible parts of the town they lust two captains, 
2,285 men, and 45,002 weapons of various kinds, beside* 
1,051 Koreans whom they hid held as captives. 

Many of the Japanese had taken refuge in various gov¬ 
ernment buildings which they bad barricaded as best they 
could. The Chinese went 10 work systematically to burn 
these down, and iu the few hours remaining before the [all 
of night nearly half of the rstire Japanese force succumb¬ 
ed to the weapons of Chinese One instance will suffice to il¬ 
lustrate the method of procedure. Many of the Japanese had 
taken refuge in a targe building uu the wait, well up on 
the side of the mountain and looking directly down upon 
the waters of the river,. Gem Yi had it surrounded with 
pi its of wood, the timbers of houses and hewu logs, and these 
were set on fire. The entrapped Japanese then had the 
choice of roasting to death or leaping down upon Lhe ice of 
the river Hundreds chose the latter alternative, but the ice 
was dot strong enough to stand the tremendous strain and 
they were all engulfed in the river and carried under the icc 
below. As for those that remained, it is said that the smell 
of burning flesh could b- discerned a quarter of a mile away, 
Gen. Ko 11 vs hi had taken refuge with o jarg^ body of troops 
in a building called the YQu-gwang-jOug, very near the Ta- 
dung Gate which opens directly upon the water front. Night 
had fallen and ibe fight had lulled for a time. What took 
pln.ee at this time clay Im open to some doubt. The Korean 
account says that the Chinese commander sent a message to 
Konishi demanding the surrender of his whole force and that 
KoniMn replied, ^Our remaining force is small and we wish 
to evacuate the city and retreat if we may be allowed to leave 
quietly/ 1 It is affirmed that Gen. Yi consented to this uud 
left ih# Talcing Cute unguarded, and in the dead of night 
the Japanese troops passed swiftly out and crossed the river. 
On the face of it this statement is hardly credible, but judging 


MOTIKkN KOJtKA. 


7 


from future events the Koreans believe that Gcu. Yi received 
a large bribe from the Japanese as the price of this act of 
leniency. It is true that future events justified the Koreans 
in suspecting some such thing, hut as the Japanese were im¬ 
mediately beside the Ta-dang Gate and, under cover of night, 
might easily have forced their way out. especially as the Chinese 
were exhausted by their long forced march and the light 
about the city, we may well believe that the Japanese did not 
need to appeal either to the pity or the avarice of the Chinese 
in order to effect their escape. It may be, too, that Gen. Yi 
did not wish to be hampered with so tuauy prisoners of war 
and was rather glad than otherwise to let them get away. Of 
course the Koreans who had suffered so terribly at the hands 
of the Japanese would have been glad to see every one of them 
massacred, and their anger at seeing them escape may have 
led them to impute wrong motives to Gen. Yi. Subsequent 
evrnts, iiuwever, gave some color to these suspicions, as 
we shall see 

This retreat from Pyung-yang in the dead of winter was 
lik.‘ Napoleon's retreat from Moscow, ou a smalt scale. The 
Japanese were without provisions or proper clothing. Many 
of th em threw aside their arms and luggage ami. turning from 
the main road, begged their way from house to house. When 
ai last they reached the city of Seoul and found food and safe¬ 
ty they were tn a savage humor. Most of the Koreans who 
had fled from the capital had now returned, imd on them these 
half-famished and wholly disappointed Japanese wreaked their 
vengeance- They seized hundreds of the unoffending people 
mid put them to the sword. Scores of them were taken out¬ 
side the South Gate and slaughtered like oxen. 

Gen. Kato, who had led an expedition eastwards into 
Hatn-gyung Province, bearing of the evacuation of Pyong¬ 
yang, immediately put his troops m motion and hastened down 
to Seoul, burning and ravaging as he came. And iu a short 
time all the remnants of the Japanese army were congregate! 
in the capital. 

The Japanese retreat from P’yOug-yang was not without 
its casualties. A Korean general. Ko On Uk, met a body of 
the Japanese, probably a part of the retreating army, at P'a- 
ju. seventy /r out of Seoul, and punished them severely, taking 
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as it is said, seven tv heads : not -i great achievement whew we 
remember that the Japanese were practically (manned 

But by this time the Chines Gen, Vi was on his way south 
from F P yCmg-yaiig. rather tardily as the Koreans thought, 
but hearing of this engagement of Gen K», be quickened 
his pace. Coming to Ile-oti Pass, some seventy // out from 
Seoul, his hon& slipped > throwing him heavily mi his fact. He 
was severely though not dangerously Imrt. At that mo- 
merit a company of Japanese was sighted on the mountain side 
and Gen. Vi ordered instant pursuit. The Japanese, probably 
a foraging party from Seoul, closed with them and as sbe 
Chinese were on a marshy piece of land, where they sank to 
their knees iu the mud, and had no other weapons with them 
but their swords, the Japanese inflicted se vere punishment on 
them, killing eighty of their number Gen Yi was so weak 
from loss of blood that he did not dare to prolong the fight. 
So tat called a retreat and the next day went into camp hi 
T cnig-p"fi + a hundred fi from Seoul From that point he im¬ 
mediately despatched a letter to the Emperor saying ' "Then- 
are 20,000 Japanese firmly intrenched in Seoul and with my 
present force 1 dare not attack them, f am also Ml and can* 
not fight. I would be glad if yon would send someone to re¬ 
lieve me of the command.' Then he retreated fifty ff further, 
to Song-do, hi spite of ihe earnest entreaties of the Koreans. 
The Korean General Yi Fin said, ’"You came to render aid to 
our country A Why is it that you now retreat?*' whereupon 
our of the general^ staff prompt ty kicked him out of the house. 

Gen. Yi ordered Gen. 'Su Tl-.sn to go 4iid guard the ferry 
at the Im-jin river which wait now partly frozen but impass- 
able for boats and ordered the Koreans so go to work building 
a bridge fur the transport of the Chinese stray. Here was a 
piece of work that might have daunted a better engineer than 
the average Korean general Hul the way the Koreans went 
about it and the brilliant fences they achieved show what 
the Korean wus tip.ible of when really in earnest Aud h 
shows as well how thoroughly they were determined to see 
chastisement inflicted upon the Japanese A swift broad 
river partly frozen. no possibility of driving piles nor of erect¬ 
ing juy support* from the bed of the river ilself It must be 
a suspension bridge or none at all. On either side ol the 
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river heavy timbers were plautcd Ormly in the ground some 
twenty feet apart. Behind these homontally were laid heavy 
lops. Then between these supports on either bank were 
stretched fifteen heavy strands of the tough fibrous vine call¬ 
ed thik by the Koreans. It IS the ptteraria ikvnber%i*na. Of 
course these sagged in mid-stream so that they swept the water„ 
Tn remedy this, stout levers were inserted between the strands 
and twisted until the cables swung clear of the water by many 
feel. The foundation having thus been laid) willow branches 
were spread thickly upon the cables and finally a heavy layer 
of earth was added and the whole was packed down tight by 
the treading of many feel. And so was completed the lirst 
suspension bridge which history records. We see that dur¬ 
ing this war the Koreans had originated three important 
things, namely the iron-dad, the mortar and bomb, and now 
tile suspension bridge. And on this bridge the whole Chinese 
army crossed in safety. 

But Gen. Vi was tired of the war add W*s extremely 
noxious to get back to China. Nj when he heard that Nato 
was crossing the peninsula he said. ''He may come to P'yring- 
yang and it* that case 1 mutt hasten back to that place and 
hold it against him." So he started back toward that city, 
leaving Gen Wang P'il-jiik in charge of the forces that were 
advancing on Set ml. 

At this point mention must be made of the victories of 
Gen. Cbdng Mun-bu in Ham-gyOog Province. In thice suc¬ 
cessive lights he had defeated a large, though not the main, 
body of Japanese and seems to have entirely cut it off from 
forming ^ junction with Gen. Kato as lie retreated toward 
Seoul with his dwindling though still formidable army 
After the departure of the Japanese, Gen. Chbug went to the 
for north, even to the far Tu-mnn River and inflicted severe 
punishment on all those who had aided the Japanese or 
had sided with them in the betrayal of the two princes. 
This done, he pacified the disturbed province as tuucli 
as he could and then disbanded the militia ami sent them 
to their homes. 

Kwfln RyBl. the governor of Chfli-b, of whom we have 
heard before, took 41 men and marched on Seoul, not by 
the main road but by way of Y.uigchOu. Crossing the Hau 
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at that point he went into camp at and surrounded 

it ^vith a paling of heavy logs The Japanese in Seoul Tidi> 
cuk-d it bin sent a strong body of troops to attack it, A Song 
fierce fight ensued and the result was doubtful At ln*n the 
Japanese succeeded in setting fire to the wooden paling and 
had it not been for the most strenuous efforts on the part 
of the Koreans they would have been burned nht But they 
succeeded in quenching the flames. When their arrows were 
gone their outlook was again apparently hopeless, hut in the 
very nick of time Admiral Vi Pin of Chfil-b Province came 
tip the river by boat with 2O.000 arrows and as the camp wits 
immediately on the river bank the Koreans were saved, and 
soon the Japanese were driven back. KyUn RyD| took the 
bodies id the Japanese who had fallen, cni them in purers mid 
impaled the fragments on the !vpt>f the stockade. The next 
day the Chinese general 8a TA-su arrived and, seeing these 
trophies of victory, praised Gen. Kwdn highly and sent him 
to P'a-ju to guard against any possible northward movement 
of the Japanese, At the same time small companies were 
sent rn all directions to cni off foraging expeditions of the 
enemy. In this way the Japanese in Seoul were cut off from 
all supply of fuel, The Japs nct>e gener:il who bad suffered 
defeat at HSitg-jo thirsted for revenge, and he led many n 
fierce sally from Seoul, but always with great loss. 

In the third month confidence was so far restored in the 
imrTh that the king began to think of retnniing toward the 
capital. The first stage of this journey was as far as Vong- 
yu. At this same time the Japanese sent a letter to the Ko¬ 
rean general Yn Sflpg-nyong saying llmt they wished to con¬ 
clude a treaty of peace- Gen. Yti-as in dnty bound sent this 
message mi to the Chinese Gen Yi ill P'yting-yang, Hein 
turn despatched Sim Ytt-gymig, who had before acted as an 
emissary of pence betw een the Japanese and the Emperor, to 
take charge of the negotiations and with instructions more 
or less definite. When this commissioner arrived in the 
vicinity of Seoul n meeting took place between him and the 
two Japanese leaders, Koimhi and Kato, in mid-stream off 
the village of Yong sbh. Gen Situ opened the conference 
by saying, “I[ you had listened to mv advice in Pyung yrmg 
yon would have saved yourselves all this trouble. The Chinese. 
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40*000 strong, art all about you. Tliey have gone south to 
fortify the Ch^ryfing Pas* and thus cut off your rttrcrU 
Tile Han River is guarded so thoroughly (bat you cannot 
cross : Gen, Yi Yti-wng is returning from ths north with 
301 ...000 fresh 1 roups <nn unblushing lie-i and I am prepared to 
offer you th*- only possible way of escape You must give up 
the two princes: yon must leave the capital and move south 
to the coast of Kymig-suug Province- Then mid not till then 
ivilj vve conclude peace and the Fiupemr will recoguiz-; your 
king as his vassal " The vanquhched invaders saw that 
there was nothing to do hut comply, and tta in the name of 
the thirty-seven Japanese generals they engaged to evacuate 
Seoul on the nineteenth day of the fourth moon. It was 
further agreed that they should leave untouched jq.qqq bugs 
of rice which were stored in the government granaries. The 
two princes were to accompany the Japanese a* far as Fnson 
and were to he banded over to the Korean authorities there. 

In accordance with their promise, the Japanese evacuated 
the city on the very day appointed, and Ceti. Yi Yfi -mug* 
who seems to haver recovered hiss health rapidly if ter be found 
that the Japanese did not mean fight, entered the ctiv the 
following day. The condition in which he found things is 
almost indescribable. The Ancestral Temple and three pakets 
Usui been burned. Only the Nam-pyfiL-gutig k which the in¬ 
vaders bad used a* headquarter*, was Ntautfing. The country 
all about was lying fallow and a great famine stared the Kir 
f^ius in the face, A thousand bags of rice were 1 tastily 
brought and made up into soup or grind, mixed with pine 
leaves, and a few of the starving thousand* wvre fed. As 
Ciett Sa T^-sti was pacing along ibe strert he saw a young 
ehild trying to stick milk from the breast of its dead mother. 

E’h-. sight aroused hi* compassion and he curried the child to 
hi* quartern nnd ordered it to be c^ired for. Rice was so 
scarce that a whole piece of cotton cloth could Ibe purchase*! 
with about throe quarts of it. A horse east but three peeks 
ot rice Famishing men fought and killed each other, the 
victors eating the vanquished* sucking the marrow from the 
bones ,ind then dying themselves of surfeit. It is even‘said 
that when u drunken Chinese soldier vomited, half starved 
uifcii would crawl to the place and light over the possession of 
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this horrible substitute for food- This slate of things oatur- 
ally brought on an epidemic of lltc native fever, a species of 
typhus-* snd the dead bodice of lift victims lay all aluiig ihe 
road, the head of one being ptllowed on the breast of another. 
The deod bodies in and immediately around Seoul w^re 
gathered and piled in a heap outside the Water Mouth Gate 
and it is affirmed that the pile was ten feet higher than the 
wall, 

ft was on the twentieth of the fourth moon that Gen. 
Vi entered Seoul. He took up his quarters in the Nmtti-pyQb 
gHiijk He seemed to he tu no haste to pursue the Japanese, 
so Gen. Yu Sting- nyoiig hinted that m the Japanese were in 
full flight it might be well Ui hurry after them and cut them 
down us occasion offered The Chinese general had no in- 
tent ion of leaving his comfortable quarters that soon, hut he 
gave consent to the project of pursuit and detailed 10,000 
men tinder the lead of Gen Yi Yti-bnk* A day or so later 
this delight v warrior returned saying that he had a poin in 
the leg So ended the first attempt at pursuit. Then the 
Korean Gen Kwilti Ryul came in from P'a-jtt and urged 
that there be immediate pursuit* but for some unexplained 
reason the Chinese commander forbade it, and the native 
accounts even add that he sent secretly and had the boats ou 
the Han destroyed *o as tu render pursuit of the Japanese 
impossible. 

After crossing the Han Rivets the retreating Japanese 
seem to have been in very ill humor, for they did not confine 
their exhibitions of temper to the living alone but even at¬ 
tacked the dead, They dug open the royal tomb at Chung- 
neung a short distance Lhe other side of the fiver. Digging 
fifteen measures deep they found some rags and a lew bones. 
These they scattered about oil the ground. They then filled 
in the hole with rubble. Another royal tomb was opened and 
the casket and remains were burned 

In the beginning of the fifth moon a letter arrived from 
the Military Commissioner. Song Eungch'aug, in P*y 3 ug- 
yang, ordering a general pursuit of the Japanese. The Kor¬ 
eans believe this to have been a mere blind, for the Japanese 
had twenty day* the start of them and pursuit was of course 
out of the question. At this point again the Koreans tu ike a 
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serious charge against the Chinese, assert fug tbit the Japan¬ 
ese, before leaving Seotil T seuM<rge sums-of money toward 
P'yfmg yang fur Gen Vi Yft-stmg and Song Eiiog-ch'aiig, and 
that by this means they secured immiitiiiy from pursuit. 
The delay wiis a cause of great wonderment to the Koreans 
and it is not unlikely that this theory of a bribe explained fur 
them most fully the actions of the CUmese. And it must be 
confessed that there k tittle ift the temperament or antecedents 
of the Chinese on which to lets* a refutation of the charge. An 
instance is cited to bring home the charge, A Korean who 
had come upon a Japanese straggler and killed Saint was severe¬ 
ly beaten by order of the Chinese general in charge 

Finally, when ill too late Gen Vi made a pretense of 
pursuit, but after crushing Clioryilng Pass and still finding 
himself no nearer the enemy than before he turned back and 
resumed his comfortable quarters in S-oul. If lie thought Lhe 
Japanese would hasten to take boat and return to their native 
land, he was much mistaken, [t may be that they wished to 
do so. but the terrible punishment that Admiral Yi Suu-sm 
bad inflicted upon the army of reinforcement made them wary 
of Approaching the coast, and so the Japanese forces in the 
south found themselves practically entrapped. I"ad the Kor¬ 
ean land forces been led at this time by a man of the skill and 
bravery of old admiral Vi the country would have been spared 
long years uf war 

The Japanese in their flight south were brought face to 
face with this stern fact, and like the soldiers that thev were 
they set themselves to solve the problem. They wanted to be 
near the sra, perhaps with a view to taking advantage oi any 
opportunity that might present itself of clipping across to 
Japan, and yet they were so numerous that, living a* they mtisrt 
oil forager, it would be impossible for them all to encamp at the 
same place. So they adopted the plan of fortifying a long strip 
of the southern coast* reaching from the harbor of So-saug in 
the district ot U l sail in KyOngoing Province to Suuorh'Ehi iji 
Cb'di-la Province, a distance: of over two hundred and seventy 
miles Thrrc were in .ill between twenty and thirty camps. 
Being thus about ten miles apart they had room for forage and 
still were near enough each other to render assistance in case 
the Koreans or their allies ilie Chinese ^ bun Id b^mgt them 
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at ahy point, These fortified Camps were all of the same 
genera! kind* overlooking the sea fmm a bluff and tin the 
land side surrounded by a rmsat and earthworks* These prep¬ 
arations were made with the utmost care, for there was no 
hope of immediate succor and the Japanese foresaw stirring 
times. 

In course of time the Chinese court was informed of these 
events and the success of their generals in the north seems to 
hare given them some enthusiasm for prosecuting the war: ■**> 
additional troops were sent to the front under the command 
of Generals Yu Chung and H Cl Ktik-ch r fujg, These troops 
numbered 5,000 and were from southern China. Among 
them there are said to have been many "ocean imps/ 1 or sav¬ 
ages from the southern islands These men could enter the 
water, it is said, and scuttle the enemy's ships from beneath. 
We are lolrt that there were also in this army gome men of 
immense stature who Oime iti earls rather than on font. These 
forces went into camp at Siiug-ju m Ky nug-^ang Province. 
At this place then? was also -i large Korkin army under Gen¬ 
erals Kim Lh'flii'il, Kim Sang'gdn, Ch H o^ Kvupig-wh^, Ko 
Chcmg-Sm Yang San-do and Yi Chong in. Under them were 
large numbers of militia and raw recruits, and this accounts 
iu part for the speedy fall of the town and the terrible slaugh¬ 
ter that ensued The Japanese bid siege to the placo and 
after nine days, during which time the Japanese made a hun¬ 
dred separate assaults, the latter were reinforced Bad the de¬ 
fenders, exhausted by the long struggle, were EnalK driven 
from the wall and the Japanese effected an entrance. But 
even after they got in, the Koreans fought desperately and 
sold their lives as dearly as possible. Of this most sailguinary 
battle only one incident is preserved in the Korean accounts. 
When the Japanese entered the city and had advanced tr> ii 
point on the wall w hich overlooks the waters of the Nam-gang 
(river), a desperate encounter took place, in the midst of 
which ihe Korean general, Yi Chong-in, seized two of the 
Japanese about the waist and, dragging them to the brink 
of the precipice, threw himself and them into Uic water below , 
Korean account* say that In this battle the almost incredible 
number of 70,000 Koreans were killed and that an equal num¬ 
ber of the Japanese perished. This latter must be an exng- 
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deration, (or the loss qf that number must haves wept well-nigh 
the entire Japanese army from the country. We must re- 
member that the Japanese army had received practically na 
reinforcements from the time it first landed rat Korean soil, 
and it is safe to say that what With the tosses by sickness and 
accident, together with the thousands who had fallen at the 
hands of the Koreans and Chinese, the original force must 
have dwindled Co 150,000 or less- in which case the loss of 
70.000 men must have put them tors dr commit at once. This 
buttle is called the greatest in she whole war by the Koreans, 
chough it b not considered the most important. 

An interesting story is sold of a dancing-girl of this town. 
When the Japanese took possession of the place she was ap- 
preprinted by cme of the Japanese generals. One day while 
they were (easting in a stun me r- house on the wail overlooking 
the river, she began to weep. He asked her Che reason and 
she replied, "You have come here and driven away our people 
and our king. 1 do not know whether my sovereign js Hv- 
mg, aud yet I sit here and feast 1 can hardly claim to be 
better than the blasts* to h\\ here and make merry, I must 
put an end to my life, M Thereupon she threw her nrm* 
about her paramour and flung herself and him aver the edge, 
thus ending her weary life and helping to avenge her native 
land at the same time. For this reason she was canonized at 
a later date and her spirit was worshiped at this place each 
year by royal edict. 

All this time the great Admiral Vi was in camp at Han- 
san Island off the coast of KyUng-sang Province. His force was 
not large, but during his enforced idleness he prepared for 
future work- lie stt nil hiss met] to work making salt by 
evaporating sea water, an# by this ru^ins he got together a 
great store of provisions. Needing barrack* for the soldiers, 
he offered to the carpenters and workmen about a bng of 
salt tor a day's work. His energy and patriotism were so con¬ 
tagious that many worked for nothing, and the barracks were 
soon built. At this point (he king conferred upon him the 
admiralty of the three provinces of Ch'iing-ch'ting* Chub La 
and KyOng-sang- 

In the ninth moon the Commissioner Song Eimg-ch'uug 
and Gen Yi Va-song collect* 1 their forces and started back 
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for China. They evidently considered the back bone of the 
invasion broken, and so it was . but like most spinal diseases 
it was destined to linger on for years before it came loan cud. 
When these generals set out on their homeward way they left 
io.ooo Chinese soldiers in the hands of the Korean gererals Vn 
Cbflng and O Yu-eh'ang to act as a bodyguard for the king. 
Id spite of their suspicions of the corruptibility of Gen. Yi 
YS-song* the Koreans speak ill high terms of him. Tbe> de¬ 
scribe him as a young man of thirty, of band-some person, 
broad mind and possessed of great skill in the art of war. 
When he was on the eve of returning to China be bared his 
head and showed the Koreans that his hair was already turn¬ 
ing gray. He told them it was because he had worked so bard 
for them, which piece oF bathos seems to have impressed 
them deeply. 


Chapter i-A.* 

The King fe-€nteT5 Seoul . . .temporary palace. .. L * foval lament ■ . % 

profligate prince_imperial rebake . . .^The Flying General' ' 

uneasiness in Seoul . ,revenue reform reforms in the army 
tiingrefiut-t to make peace with the Japanese, . the Chinese retire 
, . .plot against KonUha . Japanese envoy tn Nanking , , .robWrs 
pat down _ r * gHjcd mini ruined. . T . Japanese trickery a p&lienL 
envoy *. absconds. .. his flight covered by hi* second .... hojue- 

tick Japanese Kost&bs sarcastic Chinese envoy in Japan_ 

K 0 r etn envoy . . j upanrte army 1 eav « Kmca „ T , pn nee ref cases 
the crown ...rebellion . . death ol * loysd general. .envoys ilT 
trecaed sn Japan .return . it new invasion determined upon 
compaHoon of Japan and Korea . . Japanese vdietue lu get Adinsrwl 

Yi into trouble _ Admired Yi de^Tuded ... second invasion .. 

Cbo-ryttog po&* fortified Chinese give aid Admiral Yi'a sm> 
c«ffior a lailnrc. great nuvnX victory for the Japanese. 

It wa* on the fourth day of the tenth muon of rhe year 
1593 that the king rteutered the gates of Seoul after his bug 
hard exile in £he north. But he found the dty almost a 
desers. Tfitt palaces were burnt and Hie ancestral temple was 
level with the ground. Under the circunastances he decided 
to stop for some lime in that port of the city which is called 

* Inadvertently marked "XT in original ttAl.—Editor 
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Chong-dong. the present foreign quarter, near Lhe West Gate, 
Here there had been the grave of one of the wives of the 
founder of the dynasty, but her body bad long ago been dis¬ 
interred and removed to a place outside the Northeast Gate, 
So the king took up his quarters at the Mying-ye-guug, It 
is the exact spot where the King of Korea lives today, A 
considerable tract of laud about it was surrounded by a stake 
fence with a gate at the east and at the west. This royal res¬ 
idence was named the Si- 5 -sa or "Temporary Residence." 
Here the king lived thirteen years white the palace now 
kn-jwtt as "The Old Palace" was being built. The king was 
desirous of rebuilding on the spot where his palace had stood 
before, the Kydng-bokkung, but he was told by the geo- 
maucers that that would be an tin propitious site, lu order to 
build the new palace a tax of half a piece of cottou doth was 
levied upon each man throughout the country, in some cases 
rice was accepted as a substitute. 

After the king had entered the city, one of his first acts 
was to go to the site of the ancient Cotifucian Temple and, 
standing oo the melancholy spot, utter the following lament; 
"The spirit of Confucius permeates space as water permeates 
the soil beneath t>ur feet. II my faithfulness is great enough, 
let the spirit of Confucius rest down upon this spot." He 
noticed that none of the people weTt in mourning and so or¬ 
dered that all those who had lost parents in the war should 
assume the mourner's garb. 

At this time a strong faction arose whose wish was to see 
the king lay aside his royal prerogative in favor of his son. 
This prince was a son by a concubine, for the queen had. no 
children. He was an ambitious but profligate fellow and had in 
his heart no loyalty for bis father. Some of the courtiers went 
so far as lo memorialize the King to the effect that it might 
add to the contentment of the people if the king should put 
the rein* of government into the hands of his son. He hesitat¬ 
ed to do this, for he knew the young man and how unfit he 
was to rule. At the suggestion of Song Eung-ch'ang, the 
emperor sent to the king appointing the Crown I'rince to the 
governorship of the southern provinces in conjunction with 
the Chinese general, Yu Chung. The prince was delighted at 
this and hastened to bis post at Chiln-jn, He practical I v took 
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The whole jurisdiction of the south out of the hands of the 
ting nod even held the competitive examinations for lilerary 
degrees* which was an exclusively roytil prerogative. 

Another of the Chinese generals accused the king before 
the emperor of effeminacy and love of luxury and suggested 
that One of the best of the Korean generals be elevated 
to the throne in his place, but Gem Snk SDrtg, who was very 
loyal to Korea, induced the emperor merely to send a Setter 
upbraiding the king for his love of luxury and claiming that 
this was the cause of Japanese successes in the peninsula. 
The letter ended with an exhortation to arouse himself, work 
np a competent army, and complete the work of driving out 
the Japanese The envoy bearing this in issue was met at 
F'a-ju by Gen. Yu Stang-uyong and nn escort. The China¬ 
man told him that his arrival in Scout would be the signal for 
some very important disclosures General Yu and Gen. 
Chiik conferred together about this matter and decided that 
the king must in any event be prevented from abdicating, for 
their official heads depended upon his retention of the rein& 
tf power. They al*o persuaded the envoy to their view, so 
that when the khig read the letter and declared iris intention 
to abdicate, the envoy objected that this could not be doner 
until he had sent a letter to the emperor and obtained his 
consent. 

Meanwhile there was going on in the south i^ort of geti- 
rilk warfare against the Japanese. It was led principally by 
Kixn TElk-nyiJng. a self-made man who bad the confidence of 
shv prince. This man had put his whole fortune into the 
cause and had himself fitted out 5.000 men. His method was 
to pas* from place to place with great rapidity and strike the 
cMeiuy when thee were least expecting attack. In this way 
he earned from the Japanese the name '"The Flying General/* 
Ke is Kitd to have been uniformly successful. 

Of another ilk were Song LT-jm H Yi Neim^su and Hyiln 
Mung. These gathered about them binds of desperate men 
and went about the Country Looting and burning In Seoul 
there was consternation At any moment one of these bands 
might enter the city imd work their will T ;e Crown Prince, 
a cause of gr^it uneasiness, was stilt at Chiln ju and for aught 
anyone knew he might be plotting the overthrow of the ^ 
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eminent, [n tact this impression was so strong that the high¬ 
waymen dared to write 10 him complaining of Ehe king and 
asserting that they were going to make a clean sweep Tlie 
implicit ion was plain* that they intended Lu put the prince 
upon the throne. The solicitude of the people in Seoul took 
form in the rumor that Yi Ti-hyttwg himself, the Minister of 
War* wss in league with the rebels* For forty successive 
days this injured minister went and knelt nt Ehe palace gate 
and bagged that t ie king would have him executed, as he 
could tiot endure the charge of un faith flit Hess 

It wiis customary for the cttip^ror to nominate an heir 
apparent for the Korean throne, bm at the beginning of this 
war it had seemed necessary to appoint one immediately and 
so the fcin^ had Informally promised the prince that h _ should 
be king The latter iidw demanded that this be confirmed 
by the emperor and * nies.setiger was sent to the Chinese 
court for that put pose ; but as the emperor had no son himself 
except by a concubine and was loath to put him on the throne 
of China, m> he was unwilling to see this prince put on the 
throne of Korea. The result was that he sent back a prompt 
refusal* which for the time dashed the hopes of the ambitions 
prince- 

It appears that the rebuke which the emperor adminis¬ 
tered to the king was in some senses des rrved. The king after 
all his wearisome exile in the north, probibly paid more al¬ 
ien lion to the pleasure;# of peace that was for his own good or 
the good of the country. If the rebuke had ils effect, for 
the king immediately roused himself iiud set to work reorganiz¬ 
ing the finances of the country and putting the army on a 
better working basis. Hitherto the revenue had all been col¬ 
lected in rice but now allowed the revenue to be collected 
in any kind of produce, and the collection of it was farmed 
out to virions individtuila* a practice which ai the time may 
have hid its good points but which nt the same tune had 
within itself very bad possibilities. The reorganization oi 
the army was & matter of great importance and the king set 
himself to it with a will. Heretofore each general had had 
his ow n following and there wan no central power nor seal of 
Authority. Each body of troops followed the caprice of its 
leader with no reference to any general titan. Before the 
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Chinese general Vi Yc-soug left he put into the hands of the 
king l book trenthiK or the art yf war, j* work written by 
Ch'nk Kve-gwang. Tim. book the king put into use and up T 
pointed Cho Kyflng; and Vn SHu^-nycmg to have charge of 
the whole matter of military reorganization, fo order to put 
the new plan into operation n large number of poor and des« 
titute soldier* were Withered. They had to pasis a physical 
test which consisted m lifting a rice big full of earth, and of 
leaping over a wall a* high as their heads. In ten days two 
thou sand men were found who endured the test. The drill 
consisted of three inrtrt. fi } firing with guns. (>) shooting 
with bow and arrow, (3) using the battle axe. In time these 
fiicti became the royal guard and escort. The number gradual¬ 
ly mereased to to s ooo. 2.000 being attached to each of ihc 
government departments. The whole force was divided into 
two pans and while one pm w*-> drilling in the city the 
other was set to work farming in the suburbs. In this way 
they raised the food necjreiry for the sustenance of the whole 
force. The ptun was extended to the country, and tescheira 
were sent to practice the country soldiers. It became a 
species of militia. From-this time the quality and discipline 
•if the Korean army improved in a marked degree. 

It appears that the Koreans were not the only ones who 
Mispecteii Gen Vi Yibsmig of showing favors to the Japanese, 
for the empemr took notice of it and deprived him of his 
high rank He was supplanted by Gen. Ko Vang-gyfitu. 
This new appointee advanced toward the border of Korea as 
far as Uan-tuug and fmm that point sent a letter to the king 
saying that the Chinese lmd already lost enough men and 
treasure in the war and that the king had better hasten to snake 
friends with the Japanese and induce them to come and do 
obeisance to the emperor. It appears plain that this man 
wanted peace to be patched tip before he should be called 
upon to do active work in the field. When the king saw this 
letter he said, ^Wheii the Crown Prince becomes king he 
can do ns he pleases bur as for ms l will never make peace or 
friendship with the Japanese." But Yu Siing-nyoug urged 
the helplessness of Korea alone and the need of securing 
China's help at all hazards Sung ilou urged the fact that 
the new Chinese general bad a Surge force ia hand and be 
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must be conciliated a: any cost. So the king reluctantly sent 
an envoy to China asking that overtures of peace be made 
with the Japanese. Even while this envoy was on the way* 
the emperor, apparently thinking Iht wnr n an end, sum 
an order commanding the immediate return of Gen. Vn Chung, 
with all his forces, from the province of Ky LmgHaiigv The 
Crown Prince sent begging hint not to go. The people all 
about the country were in distress about it He was believed 
to be the only hyjic against the Japanese, The command of 
the emperor however was law and the general was forced to 
obey. Taking his army, together with the wives and chil¬ 
dren of those who had been married to Korean women* he 
went back to Liaotung, It is said that ever 10,000 of !he 
Chinese took hack their Korean wives to China. but six years 
Inter they all returned to their native Land 

Kato was desirous of meeting and having a talk with the 
Korean general Kim Eung-sih the general of K]rtng-MU.g 
Province. To this end he sen l a Japanese named Vo-sira to 
arrange a meeting, and in course of time they metal the town 
of Hainan and had a conference Kato opened the confer¬ 
ence us follows: “If Korea will help ns to become the vassals 
uf China we will remove all our troops from Korea immediate¬ 
ly and we will also consider it u greil favor.Hut G-n Kim. 
who knew of the enmity which existed but ween Kato and 
KouLshi, waved the main question by asking, "Why is it that 
yon and Kouishi cannot agree? It is plain that ho long as be 
is here such 3 plan as you recommend cannot be carried out.' ’ 
Kato answered, "T have long wished to make an end of him, 
but can never get a chance. If in some way we could work 
up a charge against him and circulate it among the troops w: 
might be able to get all the army removed to Japan. pp As to 
the further deliberations of these two men we are not inform¬ 
ed, but we Judge front this passing glimpse that KniiLshi the 
younger man was so (irmly intrenched in the affection of his 
troops that Kato despaired of making head against him until 
that affection was in some way alienated. In this Kato ac¬ 
knowledges his virtual defeat at tile hands of his youthful 
rival 

The emperor was hol as anxious as his general^ lo make 
peace wtlh the Japanese* and when hr heard that his new ftp- 
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pointee to the peninsula was in favor of a treaty with the in¬ 
vaders lie promptly ordered bis retirement, and Gen, Sou 
Kwaug was scut to take hts place, Hardly had this happened 
when the envoy Ho Ok, from the Korean court, arrived, 
asking that a Treaty- be made with the Japanese, When his 
message was delivered all the court was in favor of the plan ; 
hut the Prime Minister said that as they bad been deceived 
once by the Japanese general So £u Li, who had accompanied 
Gen, Sim Yu ^; P Sag from PyQng-ynng on a similar errand 
before, it would be well To tesl them with three propositions. 
bfc [lj We will give the kmguf japan theroyal investiture (2j 
Every Japanese soldier must leave Korea, (3) The Japanese 
tn list promise never to disturb Kora* again ,r This plan plead¬ 
ed the emperor and Geu, So Sn-bi was sent for, that he 
might appear before the emperor and accept these conditions. 
On arriving at Peking the Japanese readily acceded to the 
terms and exclaimed, * l We wilt gladly agree to this and will 
swear by heaven to abide by the terms /" Thereupon Sim Yu- 
fcy^ng, who had always hada strange leaning toward the Jap¬ 
anese. now exclaimed. p 'Japan now evidently desires to be¬ 
come Chine's vassal. An envoy must \r.i sent lo invent Hide- 
yoshi with the royal insignia, and all tins [rouble will end/ 
But HE Hong-gang hurt a truer estimate of the visitor and 
remarked, p *TUc Japanese are a subtle people, and all this 
talk of becoming vassals of China is mere pretense. There 
is no use in sending an envoy to Japan/* Gen. Suk Sung 
said. ' "This raau seems to be honest in what lie says. Gen. 
Sim Yu gyQug should accompany So Sh-hi back-to Karen and 
there confer with the Japanese Senders and then arrangements 
can lie made for investing the king of japan/' The emperor 
so ordered arid at the same Lime appointed Yi Chong-s 3 ng as 
envoy extraordinary to Japan to perform the ceremony of in¬ 
vestiture. Vang Pang-hyuug was appointed his second. 
These events all occurred in the latter part of the year 1503+ 
As the new year opened the political sky was dark enough. 
Not only were the Japanese intrenched in the south but pre¬ 
datory bands infested the country and the government troops 
had all they could do to hold them in check, let alone any 
offensive operations against the Japanese, However, after a 
hard chase 3 large baud of the miscreants were brought to bay 
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sit Hoe-imm Mountain and cut to pieces, Ac this time also 
the king sent again to Nanking asking that hts successor be 
nominated, tut again he was refused. 

The career of Gen. Kiiu Tfik-uyUng whom* a s we have 
seen, the Japanese had dubbed "The Flying General/* affords 
us? another example of the fatal weakness of Korea* m the 
envy excited against any really .successful man ; for even while 
Gen. K im w 3* success fully combatting the Japanese In his own 
way, his very successes aroused the spleen of Gets. Yun Ketin- 
six who accused him to the king of having killed plenty of 
Koreans, but never a Japanese On the strength ol this 
groundless charge, and without questioning its truth, the king 
brought Gen Kins to rieiul and imprisoned him a year. And 
sc tt ninu of highest loyally, of such miselffsh patriotism as to 
devote the whole uf li is- private fortune In the fitting out of 
soldiers to right hi;- country's foes, was dragged a wny from a 
successful field of work to languish in prison, simply because 
h less successful man begrudged him his fame. 

And now began an amusing comedy between the Chinese, 
who look the Japanese seriously, and the latter who were 
merely playing off the Chinese in order to save time. 

In the fourth uioon of ijy5 the embassy from China-to 
Japan arrived in Scout, and immediately Gen, Sitti Yu-gyung 
posted southward to see Kates and tell him that the Chinese 
embassy had already come and that he must hasten to get all 
the Japanese troops out of lhe country before the embassy 
should arrive at FusiHJiJ To all this the wily Kato answered 
gravely, “Yon had better stay here □ few weeks white l take 
a run over to Japan and ask Hideyoshi about it, and if he 
gtws the order to take the troops back, it can be done immedi¬ 
ately/ When he came back* instead of answering the main 
<]ueMtfm he said thm it would be well for a Korean loaccorm 
puny the envoy to Japan. Meanwhile the Chinese envoy Yi 
Chong-sung. iu Seoul, scut messenger after messenger urging 

i he speedv removal of the Japanese troops from the peninsula ; 
but Kato kept putting it off an otic ground or another, and 
made no mow to go, When, however, ibis part of th* comedy 
had proceeded to such a point that the Japanese began to fear 
the Chinese would see that it was indeed a comedy, Kato took 

ii few regiments of men from l Tag-eh'tin nud K0-}c and made 
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preparations as jf to depart, mean while sending Gen. Sim to 
Seoul to say that he was waiting for the envoy and his suite 
townie south and accompany the departing army to Japan. 
Hive months had already elapsed since the envoy had arrived 
lit Seoul, and he therefore determined to accept this invita¬ 
tion. Moving southward, he omc to Nam-wan in ChiiMa 
Province where tit stopped, fenritig to go directly into the 
Japanese camp. While there he gained the soubriquet of 
"frog-eater," for he was so fond of the flesh of that reptile 
that he compelled the people to hunt for and procure it 
for him. 

tien. Son Kwatig, from his comfortable quarters in Liao¬ 
tung, sent him a letter charging him with cowardice and 
ordering him to proceed at once ot> his way. Under this 
stimulus he proceeded to Pusan: but Kate would not come 
to see him, saying. "J must receive instructions from Jap- 
a» before 1 can take you across the straits, so 1 will cross 
once more and hud out the will of my royal master in regard 
to the matter.’ After an absence of two months he came 
hack a ud opened another act of the comedy by asserting that 
he must first lake Gen. Sim across to Japan and arrange the 
ceremony of investiture, and that the envoy proper might foi- 
hnv when all was ready Hy this time, what with the fear of 
the Japanese mid bewilderment at the intricacy of Japanese 
diplomacy the poor envoy was well-nigh distraught. When 
Hie re fore, with the beginning of the new year 15^6 a China- 

l,umcd Hak-mynng came from Japan and informed 
him that Hideyoshi had not the remotest idea of becoming a 
vassal of (, hi ns mid that if the Chinese envoy should cross to 
Japan he would never come back again, it capped the climax 
mui that very night the wretched envoy, taking only tine ser- 

arid a few clothes lied up in a cloth, made his escape 
{nint ,lle J-'Pf'itse camp and fled away northward. He 
traveled bv night and hid by day, until at last be arrived 

at Seoul, And so the curtain drops on another act of the 
coined y 

W hen the Japanese found out that the envoy had made 
bis escape they were in quandary, fearing lest they might 
be punished for letting him go and so spoiling the fun. They 
therefore gave chase, but not being able to overtake the light- 
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footed envoy, they contented themselves with surrounding 
the house of the rice envoy Vang Pnitg-hyEng The latter 
knew of his chief's flight* but to draw away suspicion from 
himself he pretended to sleep late that morning and claimed 
to know nothing about the matter. When at last he was told 
of it by the Japanese genera! Kursxia. he said quietly* "Well, 
he was a young man and a tittle nervous. He should have 
gone to Japan tong ago Instead of wailing arouml here, It 
wilt he nf nonse for yon to chase him/ 1 He then deliber¬ 
ately arose, went to the room lately occupied by his cbiet. 
look possession of the Emperor T s letter and returned to his 
own apartments. By his coolness and presence of mind he 
allayed the excitement of the Japanese and perhaps saved hLs 
own life- 

The Japanese soldiers who had been detailed to return 
to Japan were of course delighted to go back to their homes 
and were eager to set sail from Pusan. They had their bag¬ 
gage nil on board and were hoping to start at any moment. 
But when they heard of the flight of the Chinese envoy they 
knew' there would be a long delay and they were sorely disap¬ 
pointed ; so much so in fact that many of them wept aloud. 
It is probable that every Japanese soldier in the pen insula 
would have been glad of an opportunity to return to Japan, 
Only the severe discipline of the Japanese army and the lack 
of bonis prevented them from deserting in large numbers : at 
least we may gather as much from the frequent references to 
the home-sickness of the Japanese soldiers. 

Vang Fang-hyUng called the weeping soldiers before him 
and said, d, We have waited here vo long that my chief got 
tired and went back. But I remain and the imperial missive 
is with me. He has fled only to Nam-wOn nod if yon send 
there yon will doubtless find him," This led them to belteve 
that their fond hope of returning home would soon be gratis 
fkd. 

All this time the young Koisishi, the rival of Kato, sat 
disdainfully silent watching the empty game which his un- 
popular rival wits playing with the Chinese. When be heard 
of the flight of the envoy he laughed and said* M 1 knew he 
was no genuine envoy from the Emperor, for if he had been he 
would not have dared to show hxs heels like this." This re- 
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mark was intended tn imph that while Kato had been trying 
to hoodwink the Chinese, they, on the other hand, bad 
hoodwinked him. 

Yang Fbug-hywng lost no time in informing the Kmperor 
of the perfidy qf his chief, and the Kmperor immediately 
ordered the recalcitrant official to be caught and imprisoned 
He raised Vang Pang-hyiing to the position of Chief of the 
Embassy and appointed Shu Yu-gythig as his second. We 
will remember that i»im Yu-gy fing had already gone to Japan 
with Kato, bearing the imperial gifts, which consisted of a 
royal robe with the embroidered design of a dragon, a jade 
belt, royal head gear, a map of China, .1 book mi war and 
various other kinds <if treasures. Hr ihere married the 
daughter of a Japanese mimed Arinin, and is said by the 
Koreans to have become a thorough Japanese. This may hat e 
been parrot the game he was playing, and we may see the 
fruits of it later, 

Kato was determined that a Kansan envoy should accom¬ 
pany the Chinese one to Japan and to this end he told one 
Of the tsoreati officials, ' If a Korean envoy does not accom¬ 
pany the Chinese embassy to Japan the peace will be only be- 
tween Japan and China, and Korea will have no part hi it. 
Ibis will lead to grave troubles Gen. Sim also sent his tie- 
phew back from Japan to a nit that a Korean envoy accompany 
the Chinese embossy. So the king appointed two men. Whang 
Sin and Pflk Hoiig-jang to this work, conferring upon them 
the title of T'ung-MtrsLi or “ Faith fill Messenger.** 

In the fifth in Mm of this year * 5yh Gen. Konishi massed 
his troops in forty-six regiments on the southern coast and. 
leaving only four regiments to guard Fusan. set sail for Japan. 
With him went all the envoys. l>oth Chinese and Korean. 

Mem that lusting peace seemed to lx? assured, the king m> 
longer hesitated to hand over the reins i>f power to the Crown 
i'riuce. He accordingly sent the royal insignia south to him. 
and so doffed the KspomiTbi lilies as well as the prerogatives 
of royalty Hut. strange to say. the prince Strenuously re¬ 
fused to accept them, insisting that he had no desire to take 
the scepter from his father’s hand, Se Vt , n !illie> )l<f Mnt 

his father protesting his Unwillingness to have the honor 
thrust upon him. But the king would not listen f t Wa „ 
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only after the courtiers had assembled before the palace far 
twenty days 111 succession and besought him to main the 
sctptcr that they finnlly prevailed and he consented to con¬ 
tinue in the exercise of the royal prerogative. 

Vi Mong-hfik. Rtt unprincipled ruffian, ignorant hut am- 
bitiOUa, had joined the forces of Gen. Hail By fin and had 
fought during tile war. Xow lie started out on an independent 
line, Gathering a force of over ten thousand men he at¬ 
tacked and look Bong-san in Ch'uug ch'ung Province, and 
be followed it tip by taking Itu-ch'fln. Ch H ung yang, Chongs 
san and Hmig+jtt. Vi Moug-hak had been deceiving his fob 
lowers by laying that Gtu. Kiin Tfik-nysmg was interested in 
this scheme. But now they found that this same Gem Kim 
whs arrayed against them and they saw they had been duped. 
That night every man deserted the adventurer and the next 
day lie fell into the Imtds of the loyal troops and his head 
was forwarded to Seoul. This ^hows the extremely unsettled 
Mate of the country, and how any unprincipled man with 
money and effrontery could rdfer serious opposition lo the 
government. 

Here again we find a striking example of that petty jeaU 
uusy wlijoh deprived Korea of most of her capable men. This 
Gen Kim TQk-nyQng was a celebrated man. He was known 
throughout the Korean army for his strength mid prowess. 
It is said of him that si tig Its handed be would attack a tiger 
and pin ir to the ground with :i ^.ir They also say that he 
rode into battle with an iron mact of a hundred pounds weight 
iu each hand and he gave the Japanese so many hard knocks 
Hint they gave him the name, “The General from under the 
Rock. 1 " The ministers at Seoul were suspicious of hi^ rising 
Janie and went their way* to have him dragged down They 
charged him with having been in league with Yi iVlajig-hak 
and wort the king over. He was arrested and brought lo 
Seoul, where after u most disgraceful trial he was put to death. 
The Japanese find such a high opinion of thi* man's parts that 
Konisht sent mid had a portrait made of hint. When lie saw 
the picture he exclaimed. "This man rs indeed a General/' 
When his death was announced, the Japanese held a great 
feast in honor of the event. This via* just no the eve of their 
departure fos home. 
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As we have seen. It was in I he summer of 159(1 tftsit the 
Chinese a ml Korean envoy* crowed co Japan with the return¬ 
ing army of iuvfunoTi. When they Were brought into the 
presence ui Hidtyoshi he treated them with scant courtesy. 
When asked why he did not bow tkefore the imperial missive 
he replied that he had a sore leg and could not tie treated 
the Korean envoy much worse than the Chinese* and said 10 
him, Bi I sent hack the two princes sis l agreed, but your king 
never so much us thanked tut. He has now sent a* envoy a 
man of inferior rank on purpose to insult me. \ believe the 
original Chinese envoy ran away at the instigation of your 
king. I will treat the Chinese envoy civilly, bm as for you [ 
shsdl send another army find be avenged on you." After this 
there was but one thing to do. Huili the envoys packed np 
their effects and started hack home. When the Chinese 
envoy arrived at Nanking bringing insult instead of submit 
siou from japan the Emperor was in tj terrible rage and charg¬ 
ed Stm Yu-gy!lng with having bi t rayed his country The 
chief envoy was executed and the official who had advised 
the sending of an embassy was thrown into prison and starved 
I® death, but Sim Vu-gyfing in some way escaped with his head. 


Chapter II. 

A new im-iraotl deterniioed Upon.. . .CfttftpAfWiil T and Korea 

. , .jnpatlese iJChetnr to gel Adnaira] Y| ilSKi danger Admiral Y's 
%rtul«i .won ri invasion ClKarydRg !*aes iwtifierf , Chinese 
give aid . Admiral VPgi a flllaw. Uiivd rjclm 

for the Japanese Admiral Yi reirvsiAted . mgeurtd full [jF Nam- 
wiJEi. «*. Korean naval victories * T Admiral Yi 1 * policy Japanese 
sdtance checked „ re juicing in Seoul >sege af TL-san . , siege 
raided Roman Catholic taitutatJnrieti the japana-e army 
the *‘eat and nn*e mound" number nf Chinese . * Japan esc 
setdciueut __ .Chinese admirals, r - Admiral Vi’s diplomacy 
Gen. Yang Ho recalled . . the King accn&ed . the defence. 

Wtr have now reached the halfway point betiveeu the two 
invasions, cit rather betw«ii the two parts of the double inva- 
sititk Hidcyuslii was still furious over the failure of his great 
pliu. uI invading China, and be must n teds find some way tq 
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vent his spleen. He determined upon a second invasion of 
Korea, uol tilts tbnr with a view to the invasion of China 
bt;t with the more modest desire to punish Korea, though 
what Korea had done tn deserve punishment it would be hard 
to say. To be sure she had proved an obstacle to his vault¬ 
ing ambition, for had Hideyosh/s original army sailed straight 
tor China instead of lauding at Ptisan, it probably would have 
overthrown the Chinese capital, £ We must notice the chang¬ 
ed conditions which existed between the two countries. Korea 
had now experienced the worst possible at the hands of the 
Japanese and knew what to expect* Their soldiers had felt 
the prick of Japanese swords and had in turn tasted the de¬ 
lights of victory. That terrible glamor which surrounded the 
dreaded islanders upon their first appearance bad worn off and 
some sort of equality had been effected between them- The 
Koreans had meanwhile become possesssed of firearms and 
were measurably skilled in their use* They had learned never 
to trust the in selves to open battle when geunlia warfare was 
feasible. They had demonstrated their great superiority on 
the its the person of the Admiral YU When therefore we 
remember that the Japanese had to leave their base of supplies 
and live on what they could forage in the peninsula. it ap¬ 
pears that in suite of their prowess they had not much advan¬ 
tage over the Koreans But before making this second de* 
setnt upon the shore* uf Korea it was necessary for the Japan¬ 
ese to get the redoubtable Admiral \ i Sun-sin out of the way ^ 
Xo fleet from Japan would risk an encounter with him in his 
M Tortoise Boat/’ The Japanese had seen how the mutual 
jealousies of the Koreans worked in their favor and they de¬ 
termined to us*e this iu getting Admiral Yi removed- So one 
day a Japanese named Yu-si-ra made his appearance at the 
camp of Gen. Kim Eting-sH, saying that he was tired of 
being a Japanese and that he wanted to become o Korean. 
He dressed in Korean clothes nod kept going back and forth 
between the Japanese And Koreans, giving the latter what 
seemed to be much valuable information He ^seemed to be 
devoted to She Korean interests, One day he came in a state 
of great excitement and said that the Japanese General Kato 
was coming to Korea with a great fleet and that, eis he was to 
pas* 3 certain island off she coasts Admiral V i ought to be sent 
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to lie ill watt there nnd drive iht invading fleet back or io 
^siiik it. So Gen. Kim wrote to She king .;.boui it and asked 
fsaf orders. Hie king, trusting in the prowess of Admiral Vi, 
gave hrs consent: but when that officer received these orders 
be promptly replied that it was :i trick to entrap him and thus 
dear a way for a descent upon the mainland, of Korea. Ht 
therefore declined In rim th: risk, specially as the place men¬ 
tioned was studded with sunken rocks and was specially dan¬ 
gerous for navigation. But the Japanese Vo-si-m kept urging 
Gen. klm to see to U that the phxti carried out and at 

la^t the General wrote to the king saying that Admiral Vi 
declined to go. As may be supposed Admiral Vi had enemies 
at court who could not let such nn opportunity pass of getting 
him into I rouble. Consequently the iniquitous decree went 
forth that Admiral Yi bs seiKsd mid brought to Srout and that 
Wuii Kvtiu be put in his place The king intended la put 
Admiral Yj to death, but one of the officials urged his former 
services in pallhfmu of his present ofFrrisv and so the puu- 
iMimjut was commuted to lus-: of position biotic. So it was 
that Admiral Yi, the best soldier that Korea contained ami to 
whom the king owed lus crown twice over, was degraded to 
the ranks and becauun common soldier But most remarkable 
of all, he made no cocnplainb but went quietly about his work 
as if nothing had happened. 

le the first moon of the year i^y the Japanese lleet scl 
sail from Japan This army was led by Kale and Koiiishj al¬ 
though the nominal commander ill chief was a (ad of seven¬ 
teen named Htdeyaki. It is said that it took a thousand boats 
to bring the army across tfie straits. Had Admiral Yi Sun- 
sin been at his old post this fleet would never have touched 
keel on the Korean coast but as it was there was no difficulty, 
and the entire army landed rifely i! So-sang Hnrbor and im¬ 
mediately threw up fortifications and went into camp. 

The first thought of the Koreans was to fortify Cho- 
rymig Pass the one break in the mountain chain which the 
Japanese must pass if they wished to marcis on Seoul* Gen 
Kwun RyfU with 23.000 men and other generals with troops 
hastily gathered from various districts hasteiitd to that im- 
portent pass and put the fortifications in good order, and the 
king forth with sent ttwOii Hyffp as envoy to Nanking to 
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implore the iiitcrveiitiun of China. And now ws see the evil 
results of HideyOfihiX ill treats tent of the Chinese and Korean 
envoys in Japan : for instead of making the Koreans send 
time and again asking for help the Emperor was eager to 
send troops into the peninsula to avenge himself upon the 
Japanese The Chinese army was put in charge of three 
men : Gen. Yang Ho with rank of Military Commissioner. 
Gen Hyftng K* as general-in chief and Admiral Ma Gwi as 
commander of all the naval fun's*. I ; utter these were Gen. 
era Is Yang Wfin. O Yu-cli'mig, V PillC'ydpg. Chin U-cli’mig, 
So Bung-gun*, Chiu Hyo and Tong Hait-yu Gen. Yang 
Ho came no further than E yang-yang. his duties not requir¬ 
ing his presence on the field of battle. Admiral Ma Kwi 
and all the others came on To Seoul, hrom that point they 
branched out iti several directions, one going la Nfltn-w&ti in 
Chfll-la province, another to Sotig-jo in Kyung sang Pro¬ 
vince. another to Chnn-j.11. Ch"l-la Province, and another to 
Ch ung ju in Ch'nng-clC^ng Province. 

Admiral WHu Kyiin. who had supplanted Vi Sun-sin, 
m rut to Hait-saii where Admiral Yi had worked so diligently 
10 build barracks with the proceeds of silt manufacture. 
His first work was to overthrow nil the rules mid regulations 
which his predecessor had so wisely promulgated. He then 
drove away all who had been at all intimate with the former 
admiral, who whs bow a common soldier under Kwin; Rypl. 
He then built a colitig about the council-hull that Yi t>un-,siu 
had built and there he housed his harem and spent his time 
in revelry mid feasting He would frequently have innocent 
men called lip and severely punished for mere amusement. 
And thus lie soon alienated the good will of all the troops 
stationed there. 

lint Knto. the astute Japanese general, through his tool 
Yo-si-m, kept at Getl. iKiu, urging him to have a fleet sent to 
intercept a fleet ol Japanese boats. He named a day on 
Which the Korean fleet would be Mire tu intercept u fleet of 
Lhe enemy. At last the order was given for Admiral W un 
Kyuti to carrv out this manoeuvre and though he had tio 
stoimich (or the enterprise be could not well demur, for this 
was the very thing that had cost Admiral Yi hi* position, 
So he got his boats together and sailed out to ChOl-yttug 
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Inland off Fusan.^ Hut a strung breeze sprang up and the sen 
was rather rough and in tilt darkness of night the Korean Reet 
became scattered* The next day the larger part of then* rendez¬ 
voused at K.i-duk Inland where they unexpectedly met the 
Japanese Rett and were vigorously attacked, Almost im¬ 
mediate!) all Admiral WHn s forces deserted him and Isis 
only recourse was Right, Beaching his boat on Clrii-ch'fln 
Island he landed and drew about Him what remnantsof his force 
he could find When Gen. Ktvtiu Ryu I heard of this he sent a 
stern order demanding tluit the admiral come out and tight. 
That vnhiant tmt) first filled hemself with wine then sallied 
forth only to be deserted ,igain by hts men. So the doughty 
admiral again ran his boat aground and look to his heels. He 
was so fat however that he could not run far, so he sat down 
under n tree lu get his breath. There the Japanese overtook 
Him and carried away his head in triumph. The second in coni' 
tu and, Vi Yfl-gcuL fled by boat after hum mg -4 IS the barracks 
and provisions that were stored at Han-san. 

When these events became known the whole country 
was m consternation Yi Hjiug'btiEc, ibe king s trusted 
councillor, said* ,€ V 1 Svii^siu must be reinstated in 1 m farmer 
position/ It was kk case of dire necessity and so the king 
settt and conferred upon that faithful man hi? former office. 
The trusty Yfset out on foot and rested not day uor night 
until lie rebelled Ids farmer position, Hau-san. On all sides 
he inti ihc scattered atitl living remnants of his funner force. 
Ek rallied them about him, promising that ihe Japanese should 
still \k held in check. 

lint before Admiral YI arrived ou the scene of action a 
tremendous force of Japanese both military :uid naval had 
lauded on the coast. Their objective point was 

Nuu-ivibi, where the Chinese general Yang Wiiu had pitched 
h:s camp Upon ihe approach of the Japanese the latter 
burned alt tile houses outside the wall to prevent their 
offering cover to mi attacking force; but the Japanese mqu 
Lui]t a rough fence ur palisade about the town, from behind 
which they pickeii off the Chinese soldiers on the wall, at 
leisure The Chinese attempted to make a sortie but in their 
eagerness to get out of the gate they became jammed in it and 
w^re mow n down by the long swords of tlie besiegers, Fufor 
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tuilately for l he Chinese mid Koreans the following night was 
full moon and the Japanese cut down every man that at- 
tempted to escape To the Hue of stakes which they had 
planted about the town the Japanese fastened swords, and 
when the people from the town tried to make good their 
escape they found themselves impaled upon these weapons, 
The Chinese commander/Yang Wfln, rode at this barrier and 
his horse was so impaled, hilt he succeeded in getting over 
and making good Itfe escape The Japanese attacked the wall 
in its weakest point and forced an entrance* The nistwcrc 
within the town beggars description. The Korean generals 
cfifing Kcui-wdii. Yi Bt»ug-nairt. O Eling-jung, Ktm Kynng 
no. Sin Ho, Im Hyfin. Yi Tuk-whe ami Yi Wun-di*un were 
alt kilted, which indicates how sanguinary must have been 
the fight. 

Immediately all northern CbBl-la was ht confusion and 
the troops everywhere began io fall hack toward the north 
In Seoul itself there was consternation* The king called his 
officials about him and asked whut should be done. They nil 
urged that the king stay in the capital The tjueen and the 
crown prince however were sent to Su-an in Ham-gyUng 
Province and the king prepared to move whenever it should 
seem necessary 

Hut by this time Admiral Yi was again un the stage of 
action and as alert ns ever. He had as yet only ten boats 
under him. but he had no lack of men, for the people all along 
the coast, when they heard of hi? reinstatement, flocked to 
him. He drew up his little fleet of ten boats in the shadow 
of n mountain oil Chin-do <i*laud) and sent out recunnoiter- 
ing boats which returned just at night saying that the Japan¬ 
ese were approaching. As the m«m dropped behind the 
mountain it left the Korean fleet in complete darkness and 
soon the Japanese boats came sailing along in single file. 
Admiral Yi deployed his boats in a long line and suddenly 
they all raised a bud shoot and fired point blank at the un- 
suspecting Japanese* The fetter thought they had run into a 
powerful fleet and soon scattered in all directions. The next 
day there was more serious work, however, for a fleet of 
several hundred boats appeared The Koreans were in some 
trepidation, but the fearless admiral made straight for the 
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enemy and though soon surrounded lie itici:ficik"J in sinking 
thirts of the enemy s Itoais The rest evidently recognized 
the muster hand at Admiral Vi aud turned and fled, He 
(jave clitse, and before the battle ended the Japaticsv com* 
numder Mada-ss was killed. Returning from this remarkable 
fight Admiral Yi proceeded to Hau-pan and set to work re- 
building the barracks ami making salt. ft is said that in [wo 
months time he stored aw;ty 20.000 bags of rice. His former 
captains and soldier* came back to him in "cloud* " lie also 
found another source of revenue The wealthy men nil 
through the south desired to get away From the disturbed 
districts and so loaded their effects upon boats and sailed 
away. Admiral Vi however stood in the way ml made them 
fmy n toll of from one t<* three bags of rice for each IrOfft. 
broni this source alone lie collected above u thonsam] b„g4. 
nf rice. He used rfiie revenue in thepurehas-,' of ertpptr for the 
casting of caution. and lor the building of boats. ThutHaurls 
of people who feured to live on the mai nland came ami bn tit 
huts about his Camp, until the island actually became too 
mu all to hold more 

After the fall of \ant-ivim the Japanese, flushed with 
victory, started northward toward Seoul, thinking without 
liuiibi that they would have as easy a victory as before Vang 
Ho. hearing of the defeat of the Chinese came post haste 
from l J 'yung-yang and severely upbraided the generali* and 
charged them with lack of bravery Without an hour * 
fk'ko il was arranged that Generals Ha Sang l" Pak yiing. 
v,,tl (£ Tewng and !»■« Sa should take a strong body of troops 
mid move southward to Chhing cliHug Province and intercept 
the Japanese. This was done nod the army ambushed at 
Keum o-p'vnng in the district of Chikocon. Soon (he Japan, 
est came streaming along, neglecting nil precaution*, for they 
linrl fl,> cl meeting ah enemy. When therefore the 
ambuscade opened fire mi rhtu» it took but a few moments lo 
tlirow them into niter confusion, In tlic rout wlihrli ensued 
mi enormous number of the Japanese were killed. On the 
following day the Japanese, who had mended lheir broken 
ranks ns best they could, came on to the attack, but their 
losses had b ell m. greil that in spite of wonders of bravery 
which they showed (hey were again crushed. The remnant 
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of their force El^ci southward fo Mok Hrtwi and Chhine-ju- 
Tliis wn> one of the three great batiks ■)! the war and in im¬ 
portance it was exceeded by none ■ for. though the forces 
Cupped were tiol so numerous nor the number oi slain so 
j^r-eat T it broke once for riSt the self confidence of the Japanese, 
md they never again had Lite hardihood iti attempt the ap¬ 
proach to SeoiiS By III is bnlLlstht war Was definitely confined 
to the southern provinces. The Commtssitmer Yang Bo sug¬ 
gested to the king that lie go out and survey the battle field < 
and so the royal cavalcade rode out the South Gate, One uf 
this Chinese generals suspected that thv king ^'as Something 
of a coward and so, to teat him, he gave the horse the king 
ivas riding ^ sharp cm with a whip The horse leaped into 
the ijsr with terror but tfr: king held his seat and showed no 
sign of fear The Chinese were ptrsi?*=d at this and their re 
spect for I he king was visibly iucr^isid. 

Seoul gate up to nniversil holiday in honor of t he 

victory, fur it was still fre*h ill the minds of many how Seoul 
had fared before at the hands of the invaders. 

In the tenth moan Gen Koutshl built a strong fori on 21 
blttH overlooking the sea at UJ-saii in KvDng-^tmg Province. 
He named it To-san. The Chmest- Yang Hu determined to 
cut the war short by attacking and taking this position and 
by so doing he expected id cut off the right arm of the invnri- 
mg army* Collecting all the forces thnt were within reach, 
he started south to attack Tll-san. The army consisted *j\ 
^o,oou men and n went in three dtvtsiouh. Thv left or vast¬ 
em division being led by Gen Vi LVisg-ch U11. the middle 
division by Gen. KoCh'ak and the western division by Gen- 
l T ting TMDk. Gen. M:i Kwt was sent on ahead und seted as 
fi:!tinf-iWiinrttK Stopping .l few miles from the Japanese posi¬ 
tion he ordered Gm P“a Sa to go and makes preliminary at- 
Met upon the fort to discover something sis to the lay of the 
land, and if possible to discover the ntlmbei and equipment of 
the enemy. The attack was made with fire-arrows Almost 
ttmuedIntel v \h c Japanese made a sortie, but were driven kick 
with -v los* of s-.Jiir hundred and sixty men, Short l v after 
this th e l h t -j t g s -ii 1 d r m y gorps . i r r f vc 1 3. Th s J apa n *: sr we r ■ 
arranged in lliT^e divisions. I11 Ihv middle was the fort pro¬ 
per. On the north was a fortified cuuipCalLed the t'au-gn jmi 
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arid off the south was another called the P Wlia-g£tig< It 
was the first business of the Chinese and Korean allies to 
duve rhest outer divisions into the central fort- To this end 
the left division of the -irruy attacked the Pan-gu-jun and the 
right division the T'a-wha-gang. Gen, Vang Ho pot on Itb 
armor and went into the thick of the fight and urged on his 
men The air was fillet! with the noise of drums, musketry“ 
fire and Stouts or the combatants, and a cloud of arrows 
concealed the heavens. Some oft he Japanese huts were on 
fire and great clouds of smoke and dame rolled heavenward. 
Slowly the Japanese were forced back and finally they all en¬ 
tered the gates of the main fort of Toysan. This fort was set 
on a rugged hill where it was difficult for an attacking force 
to manoeuvre, but there was little water in the fort and the 
Japanese were forced to come out secretly at night and draw 
water from a well near by. Being aware of this, Gen. Kim 
Kuug sft, a Korean, placed an ambush about the well and 
caught upwards of a hundred ot the enemy They were bad- 
|y emaciated and said that surrender was a matter of only a 
feu days. k came on to rain, and this was followed by 
severe cold, as it was now the beginning of winter. Many of 
the besieging army had their hands and feet frozen. One 
ol Geu. Komshi's lieutenants wrote repeatedly to the Korean 
general Song Ytm+mmi asking for terms of peace Gen. 
Vang Ho answered, "KouLshi must votne out and surrender 
and he will be treated well/* By this t;nie the Japanese were 
well-nigh exhausted. They had neither food nor water, and 
tver\ day tli“)‘ died in such numbers that ii is said they had 
mountain of dead/ ' Many a lime Gen- Kouishi meditated 
'iiTksilr but each time was restrained by one means or another. 
As a last resort ihe Japanese threw gold and silver over the 
wail to bribe the soldiers without and keep them from making 
an attack. 

But the tables were about to be turned, AU the other 
Japanese farces in the south had become aware of the desper^ 
ate straits to which their comrades were reduced at To-san. 
And so now at the last moment a large fleet appeared and the 
hard won victory was snatched from between the teeth of the 
Chinese and Korean allies The exposure had greatty weak- 
tWeri the Uisieging force- Their provisions were almost ex- 
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hausted Arid they had used up ail their arrows. They wens 
far stronger chat the beleagiired Japanese but were not fit to 
cope with the fresh army which wart burning with %?nl to 
avenge iheir st,n ring compitiriotb, So it was thHt f >en- \anK 
Ho was compelled to raise the siege and fail bitk toward 
Seoul. Pndng this siege the Chinese loss WttS funrt.eu 
hundred, though mnuv thousands were wounded. 

From this time date the first efforts of the Roman Cathy* 
lie Church to enter Korea Japan bad already nuny thousands 
of convert* to Romanism and Hudeyuabi was determined to 
leave m> means untried to eradicate the foreign cult- To this 
end he sent many of the Catholic converts to Korea Hut the 
most distinguished of them all was the young and vigorous 
Gen. Konishi who had received baptism at the hands of the 
Catholics and had received the name of Augustine Afiman- 
duiiu. It may have been because of Huleyoshi’s Ccsirr to gel 
the Catholics out of the country that Gen. Konishi was up- 
pointed to the post in Korea. Kato was as iimiioiiucfti a Bud¬ 
dhist ns Konishi was a Christian and this of course intensified 
the hatred mid rivalry between them. Get], Koiiishi was desir¬ 
ous of having Catholic teachers come over to the peninsula 
and atteud to the spiritual needs of the Clnislians in the army i 
and to thin cud the Vice-provincial of the Jesuits in Japan ap¬ 
pointed Padre Gregor is <ie Ccspedes to this arduous and im¬ 
portant post. With him went a Japanese priest. The two 
first went to Tsushima and finding no means of getting to the 
peninsula remained there over the winter and carried on a 
successful mission work The next spring they made their 
wny to Korea and finally reached Gen, Kouishis headqH;!T 
ters at a phet that the Japanese call Co manga i, which Was 
without doubt the fort of Uhsan Here they worked a year 
but finally, through the machinations of Geu. Kato, who work¬ 
ed upon the prejudices ot Hideyoshi, both the foreign and na¬ 
tive priests were sent back to Japan, and this bad tio little to 
to with ;he return of Gen. Koiiishi. who went to clear him- 
sell btfort his master. 

To anticipate Si little, wc might here say that many Ko¬ 
reans who were carried captive to Japan from lime to time 
during this war. became Christians at Nagasaki and though 
slaves were so firm in their brliet .is to be willing to suffer 
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martyrdom .luring the terrible pet incurious which raged in 
Japan between i6i© and 1630+ but with the departure of Ct^- 
pidcH from Korea the distinctive work in Korea was -iban* 
dcuitrd. 

Let u* p-uisc u moment here to compare the two contend¬ 
ing unuies. fn this second i liras ton the total number of Jap¬ 
anese tknt. reached Korean soil was 105.400, or about half 
as mnny as formed the first army of invasion. They were led 
by twctilY-seveu generals, prominent among whom were 
Kato and Koiiishi As a mark of his spiteful spirit, ldideyo- 
sbi ordered that in this second invasion the noses and ears of 
Jill Koreans killed or captured should be cut off and sent to 
Japan And so front time to time these half'storage soldiers 
sent loads of Korean noses and ears, pickled in salt* and they 
were buried in the monastery of Ta-bubsa in the city of Kyo¬ 
to, there to remain to all ages a disgusting memento of the 
iiiuM unprovoked and wanton cruelty that ever disgraced the 
&iimils of H; great people. Many of the Koreans who lost their 
noses or ears at Lhut time survived many years, and it cannot 
h: wondered at that the Koreans have never since cared to 
accept favors at the hands of their island neighbors. 

The total number of Chinese was :iq,oo> r With them 
came f.000 000 ounces of silver to pay for their sustenance. 
From Shantung were sent by boat 300.000 bags of rice. There 
were also sent for the relief of the army 5.852,000 ounces of 
silver. And for the relief of the Korean famine sufferers an 
additional 5,cw K oe© ounces were sent. When we consider 
Lhe vast number of men and the millions of wealth that China 
poured into Korea at this time it may well be believed, as the 
Koreans affirm, that China, by so doing, impoverished herself 
so that she became 311 easier prey to the Mauchus who, a few 
years later, wrested the scepter from her. 

Large number* of Japanese who had been tu the country 
for years and were tired of the war deserted from the ranks, 
married Korean women and settled down to forming in vari¬ 
ous places in the south. At MKryaug in the Province of 
Kyting sang there was a whole settlement of them. It was 
called the Hang^Wl or “Settlement of the Surrendered Jap¬ 
anese/ Some of them were also to be found in Haftogytiug 
and Pyhug-an Provinces. These had been left behind and 


UOtiKkN KOtU-.,\ 


TV 

abandoned by their fellows for one cause or another when the 
Japanese retired front the north. They were all destined to be 
destroyed a quarter of a century later during the rebellion ol 
Yi Kwal. 

About this nine there arose tn the Chinese court a deter- 
miued enemy of Gen. Yang Ho k.L ined Chung Eung-t'ti who 
accused Gen. Yang to the limpe-ror hi twenty-five spec id¬ 
eal ions. five of which implicated the ting of Korea aud which 
:it a Inter date caused a deaf of trouble. 

We now enter upon a new jiltssc of the war, the closing 
epoch In the first moon of the following year, 159®, fhe 
Emperor sent lwo admirals 10 Korea, the one being Tong II- 
wtm and I he other Chil Lin The tornier was to have charge 
of the naval operations off the coast of Chill-la und the other 
of those off Kyiiiig-sang province. Chil Liu, under the title 
of Great Admiral came tip the Han KU'tr with 500 boats as 
far sts Tong-jsk, the first. village alujve Youg-san. The king 
find Hit court went down and reviewed this (Wet uud saw it 
-Uarr ,.ff join Admin] Yi Sun-sin in the south. This ad¬ 
miral, Chil Lin, was a good whiter but inordinately vain. 
He would take no one's advice, and it looked as if stormy times 
were in store for the plain, blunt Admiral Yi. The king told 
Admiral Chil Lin that he was not sure about Admiral Yi.iind 
this of course had its iutinetive with the Chinese admiral. 
Admiral Yi was then at Ko-gcmn Island off Chill da Province. 
When he heard that Admiral Chil Lin was coming he showed 
by his first act that lie was as good a diplomat ns soldier. He 
may or miy not have known what sort of tnati the Chinese 
admiral was bill lie knew that in any case it would not do to 
antagonize him, and he acted accordingly. He collected 
a great store of fish and game and wine and went out to meet 
the approaching fleet. Returning with the Chinese admiral he 
spread a great feast and the whole company got splendidly 
drunk and vowed that Admiral Yi was 11 royal good fellow. 
Admiral Chil Liu himself joined in the praise Soou after 
this Admiral Yi had the good luck to take two score of Jap¬ 
anese heads, hut instead of claiming the honor himself he 
handed them over to the Chinese admiral to forward is his 
own trophies. This finished Admiral Yi'a conquest of Ad¬ 
miral Chil Lin's good graces. From this time on it was Geti. 
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Yi who suggested and plagued and it was Admiral Chil Lin 
who assented mid reaped the praise. This course of conduct 
was a master-piece of genius on the part of Admiral Yi. for 
b Y so doing he accomplished at least three important things. 
In the tirsL place he kepi himself in his position, which he 
would have Just had he antagnniKcd the Chinaman. In the sec¬ 
ond place he saved himjdl to his country at a time when she 
could not have spared him. He was willing to forego the 
praise and let others reap the coin men flat ion if only he might 
ward off the enemies of his country. In the third place he 
made the Chinese stem successful and so encouraged them 
and got out of them for Korea all that was to be hoped. He 
was willing to seem to be toadying to Admiral Chil Liu when 
in reality that gentieiiiaii was. to use a pregnant Korean 
phrase, “in his sleeve. ' Being always near the Chinese ad¬ 
miral he could always sec to it that no great blunders were 
made. At first the Chinese soldiery committed great excesses 
among the people of the country', stealing their valuables and 
otherwise injuring them Admiral Yi quietly asked that the 
discipline of the army be put in bis hands and from that day on 
the smallest irregularity was severely punished and the most 
perfect order prevailed. This did not escape the eye of Ad¬ 
miral Chil Lift, and he wrote to the king that Admiral Yi was 
a remarkable man and that the world did not contain another 
soldierlike him. O.ra day as they sat in a summer-house 
overlooking the sea a fleet of Japanese boats appeared in the 
distance. Admiral Chil Lin was much excited and a lit lie 
nervous but Admiral Yi laughed and &aid.”Sit here and watch 
nit give those fellows a whipping.” He got out his boats and 
in .m hour he had forty of the enemy’s boats ou fire and the 
rest tied Admiral Chil Lin could not praise him enough after 
!fu- and declared that Ike universe did uot contain another 

niau who could perform th^ feats that Admiral Yi apparently 
found e^y. 

Ii» the seventh moon of this year the enemies of Gen. 
’ ? !l ” s Hu 111 Nanking were successful and he was colled from 
Kora,. . much to (he regret of the king who vainly sent an envoy 
<> the Chinese conn specially to plead that the decree be not 
tjirned out Gen. Yang had been the best of nil the generals 
I Oil Chum had sent and his departure whs a great loss to 
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Knrfci. When he weiiL the king *md a Stirge number of the 
people accompanied liim beyond ihc Peking Pass. 4ind u atone 
tablet was raisvM there in liis hoiiur. All of this of course 
made Gen. Yn rig's cuemieH hfltc the king as well, and so that 
official named Chung Hung-l'a fabricated some astonishing 
stories about him. claimed that while he hud been in 

Korea he had found a manuscript which proved That the king 
had received investiture from Japan. He also charged the 
Koreans with showing disloyalty to China by prefixing the 
word ht igreal i to the posthumous lilies of their kings, He 
also chimed that the first coming of the Japanese was with a 
secret understanding with the king of Korea that they would 
at Lack L;aO’tang together. Tu these lie added many minor 
charges. The l^mperor apparently believed these things and 
immediately despatched an envoy. So Kwsl-lan, to investigate 
the mailer and report When the king was informed of these 
charges he was dn mb founded. All his scrupulous cart of tilt 
interests of his Chinese suzerain And the extremes of hardship 
which he and his people had endured, rather than grant the 
Japanese a free passage through Korea fo strike Chum—all 
ihif- wan thrown back upon him and his devotion was counted 
treachery Br left his palace and took up his stbode in a straw 
hut for one whole month ns penance for having been even 
suspected of such baseness. The whole country was stirred 
to its depths by these tin natural and evidently baseless charges. 
The king immediately sent his most trusted councillor* Yl 
Hang-bok and Yt Chwng-gwi to Nanking with the following 
memorable reply to the charges which hud been preferred : 

,+ Thesc charges which have been made against me are 
very grave and if they are true I deserve death, Tn order to 
answer them 1 must repeal them even though it defile my 
mouth. In the first place the origin of the Japanese is far in 
the eastern sea. The way thither by boat is exceeding far. 
They art* such barbarians that heaven has separated them far 
from other men. They have always been had neighbors, for 
they live by piracy ■ they conic like a flush and arc gone as 
suddenly. Sin cn the lime of the fall of the KuryO dynasty 
great uneasiness has prevailed in Japan Law lias been in 
abeyance atul bauds of freebooters have been allowed to de¬ 
vastate our southern shores until nothing but wetds and 
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briers grow there. The founder of our present dynasty drove 
them out for a time but They grew bold again and continued 
their depredations. The natives of Tsushima liked to come 
a nd trade with u* and we permitted it at their request: then 
Japanese from the more distant islands came hi docks like 
birds Onr people never liked them, but we permitted the 
trade, as ft was mutmilty profitable. We gave lluiti rice to 
eat and treated them kindly. We built a hemse in Seoul for 
the reception of their envoys, Jn the days of king Se jong 
they asked ns to semi an envoy to Japan and we did so, prU 
manly to spy out the laud and drseover whether the eumdry 
was rich or poor, strong or weak. The envoy obtained the 
information and we immediately reported the matter to China. 
We could not well refuse to send an envoy 10 Jip hi. but it 
ihie* nnv argue relations of friendship, much te** ot imiunci 
In she days of thr Emperor Chong s oug the Japanese butted 
10 ravage a cerasti part o i the Chinese coast and took ^hicLpart 
on the wav. bat wt attacked and drove Them out and sent 
their leader alive to China to be dealt with. Also In the time 
td King Cbung-j ring the jApanese attacked the China coast at 
YofJg P fc n bu* They kditd the Chinese general and then 
made off. hut we caught them and sem them n> the Chinese 
authorities, Since that tlmt we hiive twice pie vented Japan¬ 
ese attacks on the China const. Not once uoc twice have we 
received high commendation fro'iilhc Chinese Kniperur for 
ottr firm toynHy Wt have always used our wits and our 
strength in the Interests of China, This was tin: duty of a 
Viissal and this wt have done. We kt the Japanese Jive in 
the three harbors of Ch h c-p b o. Pii-sau-p'oaiid Yfbit-O b o but we 
pre^crilied limits of five or ten /# beyond which they could not 
go. On the whole then is seems phi in that the charge that 
we calkd hi the Japanese and asked them for troops must be 
-* ptj f i: fabrication. Again the book which Chung Eung-t’n 
claims to have found is mi actual book and is named the Ha- 
doug Ketibryak, It was written by Sin Snk-jn the envoy to 
japan, Ofi his return from that country* and it deals with the 
laws and manners os the Japanese. It contains a mup of 
Japan, .r genes! tsgv mid nlso tJreritk^oF etiquette lobe observ¬ 
ed toward the Japan* se envoy This book our accuser seized 
as ,i M i fe sign id our leaning toward Japan, and he Tw ist- 
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ed its meaning to correspond to his theory. The Japanese 
have a different name for the year from that which we use, 
it lid the writer of thin txHjk put the Chinese name beneath 
the Japanese name as li sorl of cowmen hify, so that the render 
could understand what year referred to In a Japanese- 
book otte must put the Japanese name of the year and if he 
wants to make pluin the meaning he must put the Chinese 
name underneath or in the margin. As to the charge thal we 
gave too high a Title to our deceased kings we can only say 
that we live beyond the sea and are ignorant ;tnd secluded. 
From the days of Si 9-la until now we Slave been accustomed 
to name our dead kings hi this way. The founder of the 
dynasty was scrupulously careful m>L to overstep the recogniz¬ 
ed limits of his authority a* n vassal of China and we never 
for a moment have forgotten the gap which separate* a vassal 
king from his suzerain. The custom oi giving these posthu¬ 
mous tildes datc£ From the days of so how could we lie 

expected to kmiw that ix was wrong, especially as it lias never 
been called in question before? Ff we are blamed for igum> 
anct and boorishne** we cry guilty f but if for lack of loyalty, 
we humbly deny it* Wtr have our calendar* mrr official dress 
and writing all from China. Tins alone should speak for our 
loyalty. The: year before the beginning of the present war 
Hideyoshi muniered his master and twurpsd Uis throne. Burn, 
ing with a desire to spring at the th'oaii nf China he t u* 
letters inviting us to join in an Invasion of that country We 
sent lus letter back with contumely. In all this we advanced 
sulelv the interests of China. Thi* t* ns dear as day. When 
the invading army cause it denied as if all japan had alighted 
upon mu shores. They covered our whole eight province* 
and ravaged them. They seized mrr three capitals and doe 
crated two royal tombs. They burned oor ancestral temple 
and other sacred places and then swept northward to Fy3iig 
Vang. We were finable to hold them hi check or save our 
capital from their bunds. We were driven to the verge of 
desperation a tut were about to cross- in Ur the parent lnnd U> 
die. Is it conceivable that if we had the least friendship for 
Hideyosbi we would hare snffer*rf *H this at his hande ? If 
we look at nature do we find snv flhnWgv for * UL% h a thing? 
If this charge b true why clki ofcr tores* Join with your* in 
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striking the invader?; and why have we been hanging GO *Wt 
flunks ami harassing them For years ? Let the Emperor know 
trial there is a reason why we have suffered this slander at 
the month of Chuns Eu!i R -t*a. It is because we Look Gen. 
Yang Ho‘s part when Chung Knngpta desired his recall from 
Korea in disgrace Gen Yang Ho was with us a long time 
and he was a true Friend of Korren We nil had the utmost 
confidence in him and it was a great pity that so good a man 
should have met the reward he did It in a cause c»i poignant 
grief to ns. We are a small people and our rteatrilctkm is a 
matter of small consequence, hut for a general of Chinn to be 
treated in this manner is a serious matter. We are au outside 
people and we have never had the pleasure of visiting the 
Emperor's court„ and so there is tto one to plead our cause 
for os, but the Emperor will be able to judge our e^sr with¬ 
out Further plea. Chung Eung-t a has called me a traitor, 
and I would rather die than live with such a charge upon me* 
even though it he untrue. Let the Emperor take this letter 
and sit in judgment on the case and if it appears that I am 
gutliv let my head pay the penalty, but if not then let the 
Emperor acquit me before the world and I shall again be able 
to endure tile light of day/' 

This letter is clear, logical and to the point and it 
breaches a spirit of sell-respect which dues credit tn the king. 
It shows not a servile dependence but a true self-respecting 
lay iky* and tn the firm denial ol the charges and the dual 
demand tor condemnation or public acqttital there is the ring 
at genuine manhood which would do honor Id any man in 
any age. 

When the Emperor rend this letter his judicial mbtdfoitud 
in it the ring of conscious rectitude and like the mrut tie wu-s 
he iuhtanlly aduiuwleged Liis error. He ordered the letter to 
tje printed by the thousands and tenH of thousand* and scatter¬ 
ed broadcast over his empire, for he Apparently felt it a per- 
so mi) honor to have so true and genuine a muu for w vassal. 
He answered the letter in the fulluwtng terms: 

I believed the worth of slander spoken by that small 
Tit .in Chung Bwiig-t/n and doubted ill my mind as tn the loy- 
alu m' thv king nf knrem 1 cannot now be oblivion* to 1 he 
uum need sufferings «t G^u. Yang Hu e Chung Lung-fa is 
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a radically bad man l TO on the brink of a disastrous mis¬ 
take. I wiH now deprive him of rank and make him out of 
the common herd, Let him appear before me at once/' 

When Chung Eung-t'a arrived in Xjking lie was cut m 
two Hi the waist, 
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Japant#^ tmx Wltfl Kenans ChtBtse and RoTtaH advance lapan- 
eae vsetrrrv , attempt 1 - at bribery . . Ail mind Vi Sufi Wll'fc fight 
.. * young Korean captive . . Jlnityoshipoint ned . . ,hifi character 
* , T . j&p-.wiwt? rtvall^ik a Knrran irarber m Japan * nietmlrial 
tnmple __ party nhsn^ta . Japan cit envoy .. postliuni^ri braiorA 
1 actional iirift . .revenue .envoy to japan a welcome 
heir .ne^QtHrtiorps wiUi jiipsn , .a rUrk nutlouk Chttlt!-* com- 
mj—inner iluped ..treaty willi Japan ,. feign of terror the 
voting prill numkfdi 

By this time the Japanese vv^rt becoming mixed with the 
Korean people umong whom and nfcar whom their camp* were 
placed They were probably good customers mid the people 
doubtless felt that it was not iheir business 10 fight them ; so 
all up a fid down the coast for a distance id three hundred 
mile* i\u: Japanese lire-] in their "holes" as the Korean* call¬ 
ed them, and 111 many ea^ they look wives from aiming the 
women of the country and d e voted themselves to farming, tit* 
cept at such times as the Korean or Chinese forces conic into 
their vicinity. There were three Japanese military centers. 
Oitc was nl ri-naii on the eastern coast held by KonLsht In 
the west was Sim-ctTuu in ChfiMsi Province where K a to had 
his headquarters while half way brtvvecll lhe*c I wo in I he 
town of Sa drun on the Si-jin River a third station was held 
by, Gen, Sok Mang-ja. These three sfcuimia kept up regular 
comm unseat ion with each Other, ntid in case of need rendered 
each wi lier assisit a litre. 

Wc now enter the last campaign of tilts eventful war. 
We arc not informed as to the number* of the Japanese at this 
time hut it probably Ml short of ioo.ooo men The Chimaa 
had assembled again ill furtrv at -Seoul uud lu the ninth itiwii 
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uf jjgtf ji grand move was made u gains! the invaders. The 
Chines? forces were led by Generals Hyr"hig and Man Se- 
dhk. Tim whole army was divided into four grand array 
corps. Geu. Ma Kwi led the eastern division southward to 
attain ll-san. [• iidtr him were eleven other generals and 
-zuf l wo> mem 

The central division, of 13,000 men* willed by Gen. 
Tong Il-wiin under whom were eight other generals. The 
western division wasted by Gen. Yu Gtiuug and six other gen¬ 
erate with a force of i j.cxxj men. The admiral if this cam¬ 
paign was Chi! Lhl who was already in the smith with eight 
other commanders handling 13.200 men. It is said that the 
entire expedition numbered 142,700 men, but the above items 
sum np to less than half that and we must conclude that there 
were something less than je» F ooo men in alL 

On the last day of the ninth moon, already well on to¬ 
ward winter, the three divisions deployed before the walls of 
Ul-saiL Kato had not been idle oil this time : after ihe ter¬ 
rible scenes of the last siege he had made the best of prepara¬ 
tions, He had accumulated au abundance of food, increased 
the garrison r strengthened the defenses* and he could lough 
at any force that should try to sit out the winter before him. 
The Chinese soon discovered this and turned aside to work 
that promised better success Gen Tong n-wflu took a 
powerful force and advanced uil Sa-chDn, tile central station 
of the Japanese. It is probable that the garrison here was 
smaller than those under either Kutu or Kouisbi, for when 
its commander saw the force that was bronghL to bear upon 
hun lie hastily evacualc-d the place and crossed over to the 
island of Pom-Jietil and forUfied.il. Gen, Toug wan over- 
confident unci pressed after him- The Japanese craftily drew 
him on mid on until his force was immediately under the wall* 
w hen a mime was exploded which, though il killed but a few 
hundred men, threw the whole attacking body into such con¬ 
fusion that the Japanese rushed uut and found them an easy 
prey* The Chinese lay in heaps where they had been cut 
dawn. Gen. Tong barely escaped with his life and fled to 
Kaiii-ga. being ebastfd as far as the Nam-gang [river* where 
the Japanese contented themselves with making way with 
3 2 l_kxj bag:* 0! rice h? lunging to the Chinese commissariat. 
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Gen. Yu Chung wns caoitnissioiied to lake a strong body 
of in-■ i and attack the fortress at Sun-ch'iin in Chfil-U Prov¬ 
ince Arriving at the neighboring village of Wft-gyo he 
deter in met) in overcome tile old veteran Halo by treachery. 
He sent to that general a prmxi-iliou to make peace. Kato 
was now an oltl man and the war in Korea was bringing him 
neither fatne itor advancement, so he was ready to give up 
the contest, now that it had been demonstrated that the Jap- 
Mies* arms could not penetrate the north. He gladly as- 
HiiUd and s^ui Geti. Yn a prevent of two handsome swords 
It was agreed that they should tneeE at a certain point, oc-, 
cotnpniiied by only 3000 men each; but 0 tn. Yu secretly 
placed an ambush iu such wise that when the Japanese fores 
should come out it could be cut off from return to the fort. 
A whistle was to be sounded as a signal when the Japanese 
came out. Bui Knio was too oi l a bird to be caught by such 
a child's trick He bad seen two or three of the Chinese 
lurking about 111 the vici ity of tLie gate and so delayed his 
comity out. By mistake the signal was given mil the Chin¬ 
ese ambuscade rushed out only to become ait object of ridicule 
to the Japanese But even a> it whs some eighty or ninety 
Japanese stragglers were cut off and taken by the Chinese. 
Gen Yu then surra milled the stronghold and at the sunma 
time sent ail urgent letter to Admiral Chil Lin to come that 
very night and join in an attack on the Japanese The 
admiral obeyed the summons and hurried up with his fleet 
Hot knowing about the tides aud supposing that the shouts 
that lie heard were the shouts of battle, he sailed straight up 
Under the walls of the fortress. But he found lh«t there was 
no figh t on for Gen. Yn had failed to connect, aud the ebbing 
tide left the astonished Admiral high and dry on the mud 
flats under the very nost-^ of the enemy. In the morning the 
Japanese- trooped out and burned forty-eight of the stranded 
ships and killed most nf the men. Admiral Chil escaped iq 
the early morning by boat add hurried to the camp of his 
tardy compatriot. Gen. Yu. In a rage be lore down with bis 
uwn bauds that general s dag and rent it in pieces, meanuhile 
heaping Upon him every species of abuse for having gotten 
him into such a plight. Gen. Y11 was exceedingly ashamed 
and his face, they «>\ wa= “the color of dirt." He beat upon 
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Im breast rind acknowledged that In- deserved death So 
Chil Lin went txick to his decimated camp to nurse his 
wrath, 

liut Gen- Vu knew that K..jiU> really desired to put an 
end to the war. and so he sent another rtiessengers-iyiag, 
"This time 1 really mem peace. If you will lake all your 
forces and depirt t will kivs you a dear pith to escape. Our 
array numbers 14Q ooo men and you cannot, hope to face that 
miuibcr " To this proposition Kntn assented and began im¬ 
mediately to embark his HiVdiers to send thsm back to Japan- 
Hnt as it happened they had to pass the positron of Admiral 
Chit Lin who naturally sallied out and gave fight, sinking or 
burning a dor.cn or more of Rato's boats. The rest put back 
iti haste to the starting place and Rato blamed Gen, Yu for 
having deceived him; but the latter claimed that he had mere¬ 
ly forgotten to inform Admiral Chi! Lira of the agreement and 
that he would do At the same tittle ht advised Rato to 
send Admiral Chil a slight testimonial of regard, which he did 
in the shape of u hundred ounces of silver aud forty-five 
swords So Admiral Chil acquiesced. Again the Japanese 
fleet out aud succeeded in getting by Admiral Chil Lin s 
place ; but they had not reckoned Upon Admiral Yi Sun-sin 
mid his faithful warriors. Rato was again obliged to turn 
hack and go to work to brib-i that doughty leader; He sent 
hint guns and swords m large numbers but the old gentleman 
remarked thsil a£ for weapons he was already pretty well sup¬ 
plied, and sent them back. He was then approached with an 
offer of 1,000 ounces yf silver if he would wink at Rato's pas¬ 
sage, This he likewise refused. 

The Japanese were nil embarked aud it was determined 
lu in 1 and slip by the terrible Admiral in the gray of morn¬ 
ing : but he was well aware of the intentions of the enemy* 
and before break of day he massed all the ships at his com¬ 
mand and came down upon the Japanese fleet ns it lay at 
anchor before the fortress of Suu-Ch'dn, As lie approached 
he is said to have uttered the following prayer to his gods : 
1 To-tfay I am to die. Give rue but one more victory over 
these Japanese and T shall die content.” He well knew that 
he had enemies at court who would eventually secure his 
downfall and so be determined to make ati end in one last 
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desperate The right was short and fierce and when 

the Morning breeds swept the smoke of battle away it dis¬ 
closed fiftv caf the Japanese Ix>:U* in flames and the water fill¬ 
ed with struggling forms. The old veteran had taken up* 
wards of two thousand heads in that brief time. Rot Gets. 
Knto had slipped a wav in a small boHt and made his escape. 
The work however was only begun. The sea was covered 
with boats frantically endeavoring to escape from the dreaded 
arm of fhfr merciless Admiral Vi, The good work went on 
and every hour Added to the score that Admiral Vs had sworn 
to mode before the night should fall- Notice reached him 
that a fresh Japanese fleet had come and was attacking Ad¬ 
miral Chil Lin's fleet. Hurrying thither he found that it was 
Widced true. He now changed bis tactics and without com¬ 
ing Soft hand to hand fight he circled round and round the 
Japanese fleet driving them closer and closer together. When 
all was ready he began piny mg upon them with a new 
machine of his own manufacture called the pun-t'ong or 
“spraying tube." What this was we can not exactly dis¬ 
cover, but in ,i short time it sufficed to set the Japanese fleet on 
lire. A wind sprang up and fanned the flame and ere tong 
the Japanese fleet was one mt c s of fire. Hundreds of boats 
were consumed with all their occupants. After seeing this 
well under way Admiral Yi turned his attention to the fugi¬ 
tive craft that were striving to make their escape. Stand¬ 
ing in the prow of his boat its an exposed position he urged 
on the chase. While he stood in the midst of one of the 
grandest victories of the war, he was pierced by a bullet. 
They caught 3iim as befell, and his last words were, “Do not 
kt the rest know that lam dead, for it will spoil the fight/' 
Then hr expired—the man who may well be called the 
SOX of Kofe-.i. 

Yi Wan, the nephew' of the fallen Admiral, still urged cm 
the battle; but the work was almost done. The fugitive 
boats became fewer and fewer Admiral Chil Lin happened 
to come near the boat of the dead admiral and noticing that 
the sailors in it were quarrelling over some Japanese heads he 
exclaim*!, *■The Admiral must be dead/ 1 He entered the 
boat and found it even so. Throwing himself three times at 
full length on the deck he uttered this lament; <J I thought 
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that he would save me and still live, hut here he ties dead and 
l here is no soldier now left in Korea. " 

We have now ivitnc to the end of actual hostilities m the 
peninsula hut we must cto^ lo Japan and inquire into the 
immediate causes which ltd ro the Fln-nt recall of a)l the Japan¬ 
ese troops. The Korean account of these events is very re* 
markable and fakta is lo bt put in it only ht-so-frir as it is not 
directly antagonized by the Japanese account. For evenU 
that transpired hi Korea the Korean account must bs taken 
as the standard, but for events that transpired in Japan the 
Japanese account must of course be accepted ns the more 
trustworthy. The Korean account is ns follows 

When the Japanese first invaded Korea, in tfie war e ^43, 
ft so happened that a vomig Korean boy name I Y mg. Pn-ha. 
.1 native id Tongoifl. became attached to the Japan vs; nrniy 
Rb a slave, and was cveottialh taken to Tsushima From 
there he made tus way to the mainland of Japan and at 
last reached the court of Hideyoshh That observant man 
spied him out and sard, ‘"Korean and Japanese boys resemble 
each other strongly. Take this boynnd teach him Japanese, 
and if Tie does not learn well cut nfT his head/’ With this in¬ 
centive ft would be strange if a less intelligent boy than 
Yung Pu-ha would not learn rapidly lo the space of three 
months bt could converse creditably in Japanese, and Hideyo- 
shi as reward made him one of hi^ body-servants. For some 
years the buy performed the duties of this position, until at last 
the Chinaman Shu Yn-gyihig arrived. That official was kept 
practically in confinement at the court of Hideyoshi. One day 
the Korean svrvant asked his master to be nUowed tos^-e Sim 
Yn-gytlng. Permission was granted and the young man found 
the Chinese envoy in great p^-tpiexiiy, in fact in lears. This 
excited the pity of the young man and he secured the release 
of the China man, who from that, time was often called into 
the practice of Hkieyoshk with nhota he noon became on faut- 
tlfir terms. One day as he saE with lire great Tarko he took 
out n pill and swallowed it. He did the same on several days 
in succession until at last the cmtoftuv of Hideyosfii was ex^ 
citer] letuJ he asked what it wusl The Chinaman answered 
that it w-i* hii antidote to indigestion and that by eating it 
the strength and vigor of the body was preserved intact. Kid- 
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eyoshi took one hi ffis hand and eved it suspiciously. On one 
aide of the pill w:*s written the Chinese character St> meaning 
"hot 11 The Japanese deliberate!)' took a knife and cm the 
pill in two and handing half to Sim said, *'You eat half and 
I will eat half, 1 ' Its (in mediate effects were stimulating arid 
pleasant but in the end it proved a deadly poisiou for it slow¬ 
ly dried tip the blood Each day Sun shared one with his 
captor but upon retiring to hi* room swallowed a potion 
which entirely neutralized the effect of the poison, Before 
Eong Hidvyoshi's hands began to grow hard and dry and one 
day when he happened to cut his hand he was Astonished to 
find that no blood followed lie called for a ninxa and ap¬ 
plied it to hi* hand and yet no blood came. Then he laughed 
aloud and cried. "I am a dead mao. When I cease to breathe 
t a ke cm 1 1 + my bowc Is and sen my bod y n p a gni n wi t h hors£- 
hnh ; and then preserve my body in wine and do not let the 
outsiders know that T am dead,*' lie wanted to have the fact 
concealed for he feared it would have z dispiriting effect upon 
the troops in Korea, Shortly after thK he died and his orders 
were minutely carried out. For two months tm cue outside 
the palace knew of his decease, but at last the stench became 
so great that they confessed that the great HideyosUi had 
passed away, Such is the Korean story T 

The Korean* sum up his character as follows: He was a 
crafty and cunning man, and by his talk, now sharp, now 
suovc, now sarcastic, now bullying, he managed to sway the 
minds of all who came near him. He managed ail his generals 
like puppets. He liked to take lrt>vs ami girls under his pat¬ 
ronage and s'c them gmw up together and rrnrry them to 
each other and thu* hare them completely under his Control, 
His two must powerful general* were Whi Wftn and Ka Katig* 
They hated him and would haw l?eeu s^lad of an opportunity 
to overthrow him, but it was out of the question. He knew 
them well, and for fear they might com bine against him lie 
made one of them governor of the ca*i. and the other of the 
west and nrdeicd them to keep natch of ench other* By thus 
pitting them against each other he made himself safe. He 
loved intrigue and diplomacy and |md a most restless temper' 
ament He was ever on ihe kiokom for some kmd of excite¬ 
ment. Gen. Klx K ing Nvaa with !iitu when he dietLuud, feariiJE 
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lest rebellion should break out, lie filled, the body with salt 
and so preserved it, He made a wooden form which would 
hold the body stiff in a sitting position and placing it in a 
place where the light was not very bright with the eyes wide 
open, the people saw him sitting there day after day and sup¬ 
posed of course he was alive, it was iu the eighth moon when 
the odor was so strong that the truth could tin longer be con¬ 
cealed. Thereupon Gen. Ke Kang took the son of HideyoshS 
and made Mm Shogun. He then threw into prison the wives 
and children of Generals Kam and Konblit and sent a mes¬ 
senger ordering thent to collect all their troops and return im¬ 
mediately to Japan. The order was obeyed willingly and ait 
that was left of the Japanese army of invasion set sail from 
Fusan, and the great invasion was a thing of the past. 4 

The Korean annalists say that when the invasion began 
the Japanese arms were far superior to those of Korea : also 
that ili„ Japanese displayed tiger skins, pheasant feathers, 
gilded masks and plumes; ail which glitter nod show terrified 
the Koreans, Thus at first the Japanese had an easy victory , 
but toward the last it was not so The Koreans had improv¬ 
ed their arms and had learned not to fear the grand rush of 
the Japanese in their hideous masks which made them look 
more iifce demons than men. 

At the time of the second invasion a Korean named Kang 
Han was caught and sent to Japan and, being unable to 'es¬ 
cape. he set to work learning Japanese. He became a teach¬ 
er of Chinese and had a large following of students who treat¬ 
ed him very well and supported hitn hi comfortable style At 
the vtid of the war they clubbed together and bought ;t boat 
into which the} put this man with all his goods and sent him 
tack to Korea On his return he wrote ft book entitled Kang 
yaug-rok ur "Reletiun of Adventures smong Sheen," a sar¬ 
castic pleasantry. 

The Chinese arms in Korea did not move till the follow¬ 
ing -priny. mtd then the king sent to the Emperor asking 
Unit Generals Man Se link, Ta Cliiim and Yi Smig-limi he al¬ 
lowed to remain in Korea for .1 time Until things should be- 
conif thoroughly 'tilled, 

in the early centuries of the Christum era there was a 
celebrated Chinese ^entrj] named Kwan U. He was of 
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gigantic size aud bads fiery red face, rode a powerful red horse, 
could walk a thousand h a day (J) and earned a sword that 
weighed too pounds { 11 ), It is said that while the Japanese 
were occupying Seoul the spirit of this great man appeared 
repeatedly near the South and East Gates and struck terror 
to the hearts of the Japanese. Now, the Chinese generals 
were about to leave lor China, Admiral Chit Lrn built a shrine 
to this same Kwan U oulsiuc the South Gate. In the thirty- 
third year of King Smi-jo, namely i&o® A IX. the Emperor 
sent four million cash to build a temple to this Kwau U and 
the present temple outside the South Gate was erected. The 
Emperor at the same time ordered another to be built by the 
Koreans outside the East Gate* and it was done. The two 
temples arc exactly alike. When the kingu^ked the Emperor 
iu name the temple he said ' + CjI! ii the Hyong-nyimg-sodok* 
kwui-Kong" which means “The great and bright appearance 
of the Spirit *pS' Kwim." The king also built shrinks to him 
in Song ju and An-dong of Ky ting-sung Province, and at 
Nam-won in ChtiMn Province, 

Wc have already seen thnt factious fights had been a great 
cause of weakness all through the years of the invasion, and 
from this time on party strife was destined to grow more and 
more fierce and determined until it brought the country to the 
very verge of anarchy a century later. We must note here 
briefly the changes which had taken place in the parties We 
will remember that at first there were two parties the Tong* 
in and the SG-m. During the war the Court favorite was Yu 
15 ting-living who gave office to so m iny raeu from Kyirug- 
ssug Province that the name of Nam*iu or "South Met/" 
sprang up and a party by that Baum quickly became organ¬ 
ised. but tbdr opponents in order to preserve the political 
equilibrium instantly seized upon the name Puk-in or “North 
Men/" At the close of the war the leader of the opposition, 
namely of the Fuk-io. memorialized the king against Yti 
Silug-iiyung the favorite, charging hioi with having desired 
to make peace with the Japanese, contrary to the honor of the 
country. The king listened to this and banished Yu* but his 
supporters turned the tables by a counter-memo rial in which 
the charges « r ere more than answered and Yu was restored to 
all his honors. With the rise of the Ham-in and Puk-in pir- 
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lies the old party lines of the Tong-iu md Su in had not been 
broken Uf or ImI. During the latter years of the invasion 
the N;iJti-tii fatty lost its powerful grip and the Pukdn were 
often in power, hut from the end of the invasion until far into 
the following reign the Tong-in held rhe power, and after that 
for a period o! fifty years the Sfi~in had control of afl-iirs. Il 
may be a*kcd what principles underlay tltese parses, what 
settled policies they had that differentiated tlum either m 
Horn otic or foreign mutters. We answer that the various 
parlies had hut one plank in their platforms, one settled plan 
of action, and that was to get the ear of the king and seiifce 
upon the office-making power and put to every position one & 
own partisans It was the spoils system sublimated, forihere 
was absolutely no admixture u! any other element, 

Nuff that the war was over the Japanese on Tsushima dr- 
sired to opsn again commercial relations with Korea, which 
had always bet11 mutually profitable ; and so in the following 
year* ifiou an envoy, Kuroda, came from that island bringing 
Willi him three hundred men uid women who had been 
carried away captive during the war. This envoy asked that 
there might b^ reciprocity of trade. The king referred the 
matter to Nanking and the reply steins to have been in the 
affirmative, for we find that soon after this aii envoy was sent 
over to Tsushima with credentials: but alter all the Japanese 
petition was not at this time granted. At the same time the 
Ivuipcror gave orders for the return to China of all the re- 
mauling troops, but at the earnest request of the king Hooo 
men were left to help guard the southern provinces. Post- 
humous honors were heaped upon Admiral Vi Sun sin who 
had been the very salvation of Korea, but w f ho had sought 
death in battle, knowing that if he lived his detractors 
would drag him down, Yi H&ug-bok and eighty-five others 
received high com me qi la lion and additional honors also The 
year ended with the unsuccessful attempt of an insurrection¬ 
ary party in the south which was nipped in the bud, the ring- 
leader being forwarded to Seoul to be beheaded. 

An unscrupulous man named Yu Yonggyting was the 
court favorite at this time aud upon him devolved the task of 
appointing and dismissing officials,; consequently lie was the 
recipient of countless presents, and uti one occasion two men 
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to whom he had sold the same office Wei at his gate and quar 
relied over tht matter, to the scandal uf (hr court, flieslateof 
affairs at the capital was anything but satisfactory. the reason 
being that the strife ol partis rendered honesty anti fairness 
impossible. It was a constant fight to gam the king s car 
and, having gained it, to turn out all enemies and put in per¬ 
sonal adherents. About this time a re measure men l of all the 
arable land of the country was ordered and it was discovered 
that the total revenue of the country was i, 5 i 5 <S°° ^rn/ot rice, 
each kyul being about tio peeks of rice, or over two hundred 

pounds. It also included 300.000 bag* of other grains. 

In they year 1605 the Japanese again asked that a 
treaty bt tmde and that Korea send an envoy la the Japanese 
court. The king complied and stent the same motile, V11 
Chung, ordering him to look carefully into the matter of the 
military strength of the Island Hmpinr and the distance b) 
bout. He returned the following year bringing with hina, 
it Is said, three thousand Koreans who had been taken to 
Japan from time to time during the invasion. The Korean 
accounts tell us uothiug of the booty that the Japanese carried 
away to Japan during the war, nor of the transportation of 
Korean artisans and their employment in japan in teaching 
the making of ivottery and other works of use and art, but we 
tuny well believe the Japanese reports, that assert that im¬ 
mense amounts of treasure were carried away and that the 
making of the beautiful Satsuma ware was an outcome of the 
teaching of Korean artisans. 

This year was also signalized by a tierce conflict between 
the savage tribe of Hul-cha-on, north of the Tu-man River, 
and the government troops under Geu, Song II git The latter 
crossed the river bv night and attacked the main settlement 
of the tribe and utterly destroyed it. and effectually broke up 
the tribe. Great quantities of goods which had been stolen 
From Lhe border settlements were nlso recovered. 

We arc now on the threshold of events which ltd up to a 
very painful period in Korean history. It will be remembered 
that the king had no heir by the queen and had therefore 
nominated to the throne his hdr by a concubine, the Prince 
Kwaug-hl This was a man of violent temper, Uni instincts, 
corrupt, selfish, careless of the pubic good. When therefore 
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the king., in the fortieth yesir of his feign, wa* printed with 
a son by hi& queen. his delight was as great as was the 
chagrin of the heir apparent. According to law it was im¬ 
possible to set aside the man already nominated, but now that 
the king finally got the buy hr had been looking fur so lung, 
his feelings goi ihe letter of his judgment and be was bent 
upon having the child receive all the honors dtie Up the future 
wearer of the crown. So he sent ont the order that officials 
should come to the palace and do obeisance as when an heir to 
the throne is born. This was the most impolitic thing lie 
could have done, for it aroused all the hatred there was in the 
Prince Rwang-hfi. who had for so many year* looked upon his 
eventual occupancy of the throne as fully assured, and who 
in these demonstration fl of affection on the part ot the 
king a latent desire to change the decree which bad already 
gone forth If Use king really desired to set anide that decree 
he should have sent to Nanking and had the Rmperor do it, 
but it was not so to he> and the infant boy entered the world 
with one dearth enemy ranged against him, whose first act 
would be In put him out of the wav. Nor was it tire bov alone 
who gained the halted oi this prince. The queen herself became 
ihv object of hi- special batreo, and the official who scut forth 
the order that honor should be done to the luiunl 

Tilt Japanese kept urging their point, that relations of 
mtil mi* Iicnefit be resumed, ami kepi protesting their good 
intentions toward Korea. The king hud just received an 
envoy bringing gifts aud a congratulatory Setter from the 
king of the Liu Kiu Islands, in which grave doubts were cast 
upon Ebe intent to us of the Japanese, and an offer of assistance 
was made in cue of a not hr r invasion, B tit the king seems 
not to have put faith in these doubts, and replied, to the re¬ 
iterated request of the Japanese, that an envoy would be sent 
to Japan, when the men who desecrated the royal graves be¬ 
yond the Kan River should be sent to the Korean Capital for 
punishment. The Japanese went home, bm returned late in 
the fall bringing two men bound, whom they delivered over 
as being the ones demamlea. Bui Thtse were mere boys who 
themselves urged Ene face ilwt they were still babes in arms 
when the deeds ol which they were charged hud been com¬ 
mitted. The Prime Minister urged the king to scud them 
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back to Jupatt, bur the favorite, Vis, persuade the king to 
have them beheaded, after which Y« U-giU Ky^ug Sdn and 
Chung Kogffati were sent as an embassy to Japan. Mean¬ 
while lyeyjHSU in japan had deposed the son of Hide- 
yoshi and usurped his place. So when the embassy arrived 
iti japan they were received with the utmost coldness, and 
the usurper said, “Who asked that envoys might be ex¬ 
changed between Japan and Korea? But now that you arc 
here wc will receive you. " The treatment that they received 
whs bad almost beyond description. As a sample of the way 
the Japanese baited them it is related that the Japanese 
brought a dish filled with ordure sprinkled with something 
the color of gold-dust, and when the Koreans innocently put 
their hands in the dish„ supposing that it was some form of 
food, the Japanese had a good Laugh at their expense. The 
Korean? did not appreciate this sort of practical joke, and 
forthwith returned to Korea. 

Late in the autumn the aged king was taken stefc and all 
kuew F that the end was near. The conditions were not pro- 
pit ions- The \ouug prince was only two years old and 
Prince Kwaug-h^ was fierce in his resentments and jealous 
of anyone who should attempt tu block his path to the throne. 
The people were in a very uneasy frame of Plinth The king 
had gone either too far or not far enough in the advocacy of 
the infant prince, and now he felt that he was leaving the 
child to the tender mercies of a relentless enemy. He there 
lore called in the Prime Minister and said* ^Everything looks 
dark ahead ana l am dying. I suppose the Prince Kwaiig- 
1 m must become king? " But the Prime Minister dared mil 
answer the question -is the king wanted it answered, and 
bung back, By so doing he sealed his own fate. There w ere 
only two things for him to do, cither to boldly advocate t he 
claims of the child or else boldly advocate those of Prince 
Kwang-hi By doing neither he made on enemy of the one 
and spoiled the chances of the other L and thus signed his 
*jw h tj death warrant. As it JibEppened* Prince Kwang ha had 
elder brother, but why he had not been nominated to the 
throne we are not told. This prince, named Im-hft, was uow 
induced to make the at tempi to wrest the reins of power from 
his brother so as to save the people from what they feared at 
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the hands of Prince bin the latter got wind of the 

pkt and the elder prince was mi turn inly banished, togeth [ 
with 'ill his coadjutors 

So matters went on until one day in earlv spring of the 
following year; t 6 o 3 . when a servant oittie iroiu the king'? 
private rooms saying that he was dying; AH the officials 
assembled at the palace. It is said that Prince Kwmg- 
h* had become impatient at the tenacity of life shown by the 
aged king and had assisted mat tire in taking him off", but this, we 
may surmise, is rather a general deduction from the char tcEer 
of the man than a proved charge, and thi* priuee has so much 
else Lo nnsiver for that \\v may well give him she benefit of 
the doubt mid comclndv that she kiny reached hH riid in nat- 
Ural causes wlunt The assembled noblemen Ml m the room 
adjoining the one in which she king hiy d> ruy Preset! Llv 
ecnuch brought om a note which read ihits L b 'W hrn I am dead 
let Prime* Kwanghft be kind to ike infant hoy mm When the 
minister? had read ii they sens is to the prince Soon an¬ 
ther note came from the sick room fc To the seven ministers 
of state ; I am dying. 1 have hnt one cans* of anxiety : the 
boy ts young and I shall not be here to see him come to man¬ 
hood, Let him be tenderly cared for ! f This was the end. 
Hie king turned to the wall and expired, 

Upon hearing the welcome news the Prince Kwang-hfl 
hastened to assume the position he had coveted so long. Hi? 
first act was to send the Prime Minister Yti Yutig-gyOng into 
banishment. Then he sent an embassy to China to announce 
his accession to the throne. The Emperor replied, "Why fa 
uns the elder son, Prince Etti~b£ p made king ?" and sent a 
commission to inquire into the matter. Prince 1 m was brought 
from Kyo-dong Island to which place he had been banished 
One of the creatures of the newly ertrwned king advised that 
Iht head only of Prince Jm be brought, but the aged Yr Hang- 
h** <^PIK>*ed it so strongly that the king dare not follow hfa tn- 
clitmtion : but w hen Prince Jm was brought he was +l made 
ufi'' for the occasion. He was unkempt and filthy, hi* clothes 
were in rugs and tlieve/y sight of him decided the unsuspicious 
commissioner and he ordered the wretched man to be sem 
Imclc to his place of banishment at once. For fear of further 
complications and to satisfy his vengeful nature, the king strut 
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a set-re: messenger to the prefect of K yo-dang and hsid Prince 
Ini poisoned ill |.rfwn Me next proceeded in kill the banish¬ 
ed Prime Minister. and then hud his body brought to the 
center of the capital and cut in hnif lengthwise. 

The Japanese had for Several years been preying for tin* 
resumption of the old-time relation*, half diplomatic and half 
commercial. which had been carried on through the mu inherit 
|«rl of Kusiin. Mow in the first vtarof the reign of K wring hii, 
consent was gained and Vi Chi-wan for Korea and Genshoand 
Voshmao for Japan met and worked out a plan fur a treaty 
Tlit Japanese insisted that all Lhree of the jxots which 
had formerly l*eu o|»eii Md again be opened* but this was 
peremptorily refused and only Fugan was opened. The num- 
ber of boats ihat could come annually wa.n reduced tq twenty. 
Great diplomatic agents from the Shogun were allowed to slay 
in Korea one hundred and ten days The agents from any 
(laimyo of Japan could stay eighty-five days aml special .g.ms 
Caith* stay fifty-five dav> The "ificluess with which the Ko¬ 
reans bound down the Japanese as to nmtuber of ship ami 
men and length of may. and the refusal to open thi^ ports, 
show that Korea was doing this all more as a favor than by 
demand, and history shows 1 hnt at any rime she fdl at liberty 
to withdraw support from them. The amount of rice and 
other food that Kuren granted was hardly more than enough 
to ^ipprift the embassy when it came. 

It will be remembered that the king was the son of a con- 
cahinc and not of the queen. He now went to work to de¬ 
pose the queen and set tip his mother, though now dead, as 
rtml queen He gave his mother the posthumous title of 
Kong, song Wang.ho and sent the deposed queen mtosemi- 
hmiishmeut to the M ynng-ye Palace in CHoug-dong. where the 
king now resides. This act was looked upon as utterly unBlt- 
al nnd godtewi by the officials, and they almost nnauiiDuudy 
censured his harsh treatment of this woman 

The next three vesrs were spent in killing off all who had 
been special!) favored under the last king, excepting the ven¬ 
erable Yi Hang-liok. whn Mtxd so high in the esteem of the 
people that even the wicked king did not dare to Jay hands 
upon him. Otic method of getting rid of object in nablt people 
wus (u promise release to topic criminal if he would sweat that 
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hr had heard tile men Conspiring against the king; but the 
king s thirst for Wood could not bs quenched so long, as the 
young prince wus living. The latter was now six or seven 
vtars old No one dared to make a move against him openly, 
but the officials knew that if they wanted to become favorites 
with the king it could be done only by suggesting some plan 
whereby the boy could be killed without bringing mi a gener¬ 
al insurrection- It was accomplished it* follows. Pak Ivung- 
slt. 3 well-known resident of Yn-jn became a highwayman. 
Me was captured and taken to Seoul for trial- After he had 
been condemned. Yi I-ch'um the court favorite sent to him in 
prison and said. "You are iodic tomorrow, bui if you will de¬ 
clare that you and several other men have conspired to depose 
the king and place the young prince on the throne you will 
not only be released but rewarded as well " When therefore 
the king received the written confession of the wretch he 
feigned surprise Init instantly caught and executed the prin¬ 
cipals named. His satellites ulso urged that he must kill the 
young prince and bis mother, for they must surely be privy 
to the plot. And her father too must be beheaded. The king 
did not dare to go to these lengths all at once, but be began 
by beheading the queen's father, and banishing the boy to 
Kaug-wha. When the men came to take him lie hid beneath 
his mother's skirt but the brutal captors pushed her over and 
dragged the lad away. These acts enraged the people almost 
beyond endurance and memorials poured in upon the king 
from people who preferred death itself to permitting such acts 
to go unchallenged. The king however answered them otic 
and all by killing the writers or stripping them of rank and 
banishing them. 

As the boy had been separated from bis mother and ban¬ 
ished to Kang-wha, he could be dealt with at pleasure. 
His death would remain unknown for a time, and the matter 
would pass by unnoticed. So in the following year, at the 
instigation of Yi 1-eb‘Cm. the magistrate of Kang whx put the 
boy iu a stnatl room, built a roaring lire under il and suffocat¬ 
ed him, an extreme of barbarity which the world can hardly 
parallel. The news soon spread among the officials. Scores 
of memorials poured in upon the king who answered them os 
before by banishment and death. 
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Chapter IV. 

Tilt Lini^ mhuhtd ..the '' N1 Ell hc*TT Palace" , plot a£um*t she Qu«u 

. . .tier indictment she is degraded . .liinrepm-n -*f the 
Manchll potttr _,, China ^uniinijns K^rca to her uii] ttoops des¬ 
patch rd first: Mule with the MaechLi* . . . Korean treachery 

Koreans make friend* wilk the Mancfcus .the Mancha court ., a 
Mftnctlil letter IQ the k&iig r..tt9 antwer , . Munchu rejoinder . 
melo Nanking.,, Chinese refugees . + _* Eoitm renegade 
* , . .the Queen intercede* for China . ^Chinese victory, _.. Ma ncha 
cruelty _ _. olEces said ...plot again At the king ...king dethroned 
.Queen Dowo^tr retnuLited ...reforms ..a thorough cleaning 

not 

\Y p t*h the opening of the year 1&J5 the king further re¬ 
vealed hi* hatred off the deposed and degraded queen by 
publishing broadcast the statement that she had gone to the 
grave of hi* mother and there, by practicing sorcery against 
hiin T had tried to bring evil upon him, This, also brought out 
a loud protest from all honest men, and banishment followed. 
Even the children on thestreeL spoke insultingly of the tyrant 
^yitig that he was afraid of the imps at the Mydiig-yc Palace, 
but had let his mother stay there with them though he him¬ 
self would not go near the place. The king feared everyone 
that was honest and upright even though they had nothing 
to say. His own cousin. Prince Nemig-ch'cmg. whose young¬ 
er brother afterward became king* was a perfectly peaceable 
and harmless man, but the king feared him and could not 
rat satisfied until hr had gotten his satellites to accuse him 
of sedition and had suffocated him in a heated chamber on 
Kyo-dong Island. About this time a monk, named Scutig-ji: 
gained the confidence of the superstitions king and induced 
him Co build the In-gyung Palace which is commonly known 
among foreigners as the “Mulberry Palace.” To do this, 
thousands of the houses of the common people were razed and 
heavy taxes were levied throughout the country : and yet 
there was not enough money. So the king began to sell the 
public offices. Some were paid for in gold, others in silver, 
others in iron t and still others in wood, stone or salt. The 
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people drririvdy -Tailed ii the referring to ihc "Five 

Rules of Conduct' of the Cojifuemu Code, The boys also 
mafic: up a popular song which htH ns folia w* fc ’’Did you give 
gold, or silver, or wood for yours?' 1 and they put the officials 
to shame by shouting it at tfoetti as they passed along the 
street, 

Yi I-ch’fim, the favorite* could not rest until he had car¬ 
ried out his master's wish and had invented some way to de¬ 
stroy the degraded Queen, Finding no other way to accomplish 
this, he at last descended to the following trick. He instruct¬ 
ed a man named Hu Kyun to write a letter to tile imprisoned 
queen purporting to be from some party in the country, pro¬ 
posing a scheme for deposing the king. This letter was 
thrown over the wall of the quest's enclosure and there found 
by the servants of the crafty plotter. The king was ready to 
believe anything against her and this letter fanned his hatred 
into flame, Yi 1 -ch'Qin followed it up by joining with scores 
of others in memorial* urging the king to put to death Che 
hated Queen Dowager. The Prune Minister, Kerb Cha-hoo* 
stood in the way, however, and it became necessary to banish 
him to the far north. In the eleventh moon the king finally 
decided to drive the woman from Scout, and made all the of¬ 
ficial* give their opinion about it in writing, Nine hundred 
and thirty officials and a hundred and seventy of the king's 
relatives advised to do so L but the aged Yi Bang-bok with 
eight other* utterly refused their sanction ol the iniquitous 
plan ; and ao thew: nine men, the East of those upright men 
who had stood about the late king, were .sent into banishment. 

The year thus closed in gloom and the new one opened 
with a memorial from the Prime Minister Ban Hyo-san enum¬ 
erating ten charges against the Queen Dowager; { i) that 
she had had the officials do obeisance to the young prince al¬ 
though the successor to the throne had already been appoint¬ 
ed ; fa) when tile king was dying she asked him to set aside 
Prince Kwang-hft in favor of the young prince; <3! she pre¬ 
vented. a* long as. possible, the king from handing over the 
scepter to Prince Kwang-llfi (4) -she wrote the leLters purport¬ 
ing to be from the dying king asking that the young prince 
bs carefully nurtured ; (51 she instigated her father to conspire 
against the king ; 16 i she sacrificed in the palace and prayed 
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for the death of Prince Kwnug-lii; (7J1 slit prayed for the same 
at the grave of his rnulhvr ; (&} she corresponded with outside 
parties with a view to raising an insurrection; (9) she sent to 
the Emperor asking to have Prince KwdUg-hS set aside, (10) 
she sent to Japan asking that an atmy be sent to overthrow 
the government. 

The king feigned to be very loaLh to believe all these 
charges and to act upon them ; hr Lulled heaven, to witness 
that cbt very thought of it was terrible to him and averred 
that he would rather be banished to some distant shore than 
even to mention such a thing. But after a great deal of urg¬ 
ing be was prevailed upon* and said he could 00 longer be 
deaf to the entreaties of his subjects and the welfare of the 
country, So he took away her title of T^-bi and decreed that 
she s ho Hid be called Sfl-gmig '‘West Palace/' and lhal she 
should receive no part of the government revenue, that officials 
should no morn do homage to her, that her marriage certifi* 
cate be burned and that all her wedding garments be taken 
from her, lie determined also that in the event of her death 
no one should assume mourning, that her name should be in¬ 
scribed in no ancestral temple, and [hat she should be shut 
up in her own apartments and strictly guarded. 

And now there appeared in the northwest a cloud which 
was destined to overspread the whole of Korea, and China as 
well. Norach'i was chief of the MaiicLiu tribes. He was from 
the wild tribe of Knu-ju which, as we have seen, was broken 
ttp by a Korean military expedition. His grandfather's name 
was Kyy-sang and his father s name was Hapsfri- These had 
both been pul to death by a Chinese general, A'l'S, and to the 
unquenchable hatred caused by this must be ascribed the ter¬ 
rible reprisals the young Nomdi'i made on China, where his 
descendants occhpy the imperial throne to this day. At the 
time of his father's death he had fled eastward beyond the 
reach of China** arm but gradually gaining power he crept 
slowly westward again until be had a footing ou (lie great 
Mauchti plains. But he was not yet ready to carry out his 
plans against China, and when the Mongol* Hapnjgeitkosip, 
entered the great wall and overthrew the Chinese general ¥ti 
Pu, Norach'i ought him and sent his head to Nankiag. The 
Emperor was pleased at this and gave him lhe rank of ^Dra- 
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gun Tiger General/* Having thus disarmed suspicion, the 
hardy Northman began gathering and training troops until 
there stood about him tu*uoc skillful archer, Some years 
before this he had killed bin younger brother fur fear of com¬ 
plications and now in the year of the events of which we are 
writing fie had overcome the three great Chinese generals Vi 
Yong-baiig, Cliang Seung-ytin and Yang Y6-gwi. The rul¬ 
ing dynasty of the Ming in China became wtU aware of the 
gravity of the situation and suw that it was necessary to square 
themselves for a desperate fight with the great Mauchu dead¬ 
er The first act of the Emperor was to send a summons to 
the King of Korea ordering him to scud generals mid troops 
3 t once to join the Chinese forces against Noraehi. The king 
responded by sending a mnti to find nut the ejntCt suite uf if- 
fairs, whether China was weak or strong and whether it 
would pay to help her in the coming struggle. This was pay¬ 
ing Chinn back in kind lor her delay in sending aid when the 
Japanese invaded the peninsula, bill Korea was thoroughly 
loyal to the Ming power. She may be criticised in many ways 
but there was never shown a deeper loyalty or devotion than 
Korea showed the Mings during the years of struggle against 
the Manchus, a devotion that always worked against her own 
selfish interests. 

The Chinese general Yang Ho sent back to the king and 
raid. ‘ When vve ask for aid do yon merely send it spy to find 
out how matters stand? This war is us much in your interests as 
ours* so you had best send un army at once to form a junction 
with us in LiaO'Cuug, ' However little stomach the km g had 
for the war this appeal was loo strong to be set aside, Even 
this base king could not overlook the tremendous obligation 
under which (Corea lay on account of aid rendered by China 
against the Japanese. He therefore appointed generals Kang 
Hong-rip and Kim KydngpQ as firat and second in command 
iuid tinder them three other generai^ Chfliig !lu-sil ( Vi Chung- 
nain and CliQug Kiuig jiing, These men were put in com¬ 
mand of ao.ooo troops drawn trmn the five provinces of 
P b yCiiig-uu H f Lam-gyQng L KytJag*fceut k Ch ung-dTfltjg and Cbui- 
hi. and they were ordered la the northern border. This was 
toward the clusu uf the year, but before its end the Chinese 
sent a messenger to hurry forward the Korean troops, as it 
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was intended to make a grand demonstration with the opening 
of the new year. 

In the first month of ( 4 to the troops went forward to the 
seat of war. 1: was in the middle of winter and must of the 
soldiers were j^oing from a consparalively warm climate into 
the rigors of a semi-arctic region. The Chinese Gen. \sing 
Ho was advancing upon the Manchu position by four different 
roudft. The whole army rendezvoused at Sim'ha in Liao* ton g 
not far from the Korean border town of Eui-jit, The com¬ 
bined forces were led by four generals, Yang Ho 1 Yu Chilng* 
Kyo Il-geui and the Korean Kang Hong-rip. Meeting a small 
body of five hundred MancUu troops they drove them back in¬ 
to the hills with considerable slaughter, and fondly supposed 
that all the Matichus could be put to flight as easily. In this 
preliminary skirmish the Koreans look a leading part, and otic 
general was killed and another was wounded in the hand. 
The next day the whole force advanced to a place called Pa¬ 
go. The right nrni left flsnkw of the army were composed of 
Chinese and the center Waa held by Gen. Kang Hong-rip with 
his Korean troops. Suddenly* almost without warning, ten 
thousand Manchti horsemen swept down upon the right flank. 
The impetuosity of the charge carried everything before it* 
and almost instantly the whole right wing was thrown into 
confusion and took to precipitate flight, in which both Gen. 
Yu Chung and Gen. Yang Ho were kilted. Then the Manchti 
chief Kwi YUng-ga with 30,000 men came across the Ka-kap 
Pass and fell upon the left flank* and that too was routed in 
short order. The center under Gen, Kang had not yet been 
attacked and stood unmoved by. and not unlikely uuconseions 
of, she terrible destruction being ineted out to their allies to the 
right and left Now, Gen. Kang had been instructed by the 
king to watch the turn of evetits and if the Chinese could not 
hold their own to go over to the Mane bus and make friends 
with them. This i iide*=d does uot look much like loyalty to 
China, but it must be remembered that we arc dealing now 
nut with the Korean sentiment as si whole but with the wretch 
who occupied the throne at the moment, and who had no 
more real loyalty toward China than he bad love for his own 
country, 

Gen. Katig followed his instructions and sent to the Man- 
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cbu leader and said* '‘We are not enemies. There is no cause 
for hostilities between Us. We have been forced into this un¬ 
pleasant position against our wills. As the Chinese showed 
ns favors during the Japanese invasion we have had to make 
some show of interest iti order to reciprocate the favor, but as 
things have turned out we should be glad to mukc friend* 
mih you b * 

The Manchu chieftain was witting enough to come to this 
agreement and so the whole Korean contingent went over tn 
massi to the Manchus. Gen P Vang was brought before Nor- 
acVi to make his obeisance That powerful tnan was seated 
upon a throne, clothed in yellow sitk p and on either ride were 
many young women with jewelled pendants in their ears. 
Gen. Kang was told to stand some distance away and bow + 
but he said that in his own country his rank was sufficiently 
tugfr to warrant a nearer approach- So be was led nearer. 
He then made only a slight g?uu flection- This did not please 
the choleric Naracb'i and the general was compelled to make 
a proper obeisaiict. Geo K im Kyung-su likewise went through 
this humiliating ceremony. 

It appears that Geo. Kang had decided that it was to his 
interests to join himself permanently to the Manchus, for 
when soon after tbb Qsu- Kim tried to despatch a letter to 
the king, giving a carefully detailed account of the Mauehus 
and their strength, the letter was intercepted by Gen. Kaug 
who gave it to Norach'i ai>d advised that Gen. Kim be killed. 
This was immediately done. 

Three mouths later the Mauchu chief sent a letter to the 
Korean king, couched to the following terms, lfc [ have seven 
causes for hating the Ming dynasty and it is impossible for 
me to keep n*y hands off them- Now you and l ure not 
enemies. To be sure you have injured us more or less in the 
past, but we will waive all that. It will be necessary for 
you however to break off all connection with China and stop 
aiding her in any way.“ Gen. Kang also wrote at the same 
time saying, "The Mauchus are training all their vootii to 
war, and soon they will have the whole of Ljao-tung .' 1 
When the king received these letters he referred them to tile 
governor of P'yflfig an Proving to answer. The answer ran 
as follows, "For two hundred years both ion and we have 
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been the subjects o-f the Ming power and now that trouble 
has arisen between you and the authorities at Nanking it will 
be bad for you and us as wdL China is like a parent io oh 
and how can we refuse to aid her? We cannoi listen to your 
demand and abstain from helping her. If von will make 
peace with us and clearly define our boundaries and abstain 
from conquest. China will not be only glad but will reward ns 
both with gifts. To this the Manehti replied. k T f yon think 
that China will give presents you have been grievously de¬ 
ceived by her. They are all I infs and cheats and I hate them* 
Fnt away this idea and stand shoulder to shoulder with us 
We must lake au oath and sacrifice a white horse to heaven 
and a black bullock to the earth After Lhat 1 will send back 
all your generals and soldiers. Let there be no more weapons 
used between us, but only horse-whip/ ' This latter refers 
to friendly intercourse by means of horse*. Geo. Kang also 
wrote. *’Norach*i has takan Fsik-kwan and Gem Kiui T'ft- 
sfllc is dead. Pfik Yang-go ham surrendered. Norach'l has 
joined the Mongol forces to his own and Ls fldtrancing on Yu- 
gwang His two sons Mangoda and Hcnigtasi advise him to 
first scizt Liao-1ting. Every day there arc long debates >o dis¬ 
cuss whether it were better to strike Liao tung or Korea first, 
This is a secret but I am sure of what I say. They are mak* 
big great numbers of ladders and I am sure they art intend- 
tnd to invade Korea first 18 

This letter troubled the King, for it interfered with hb 
own personal comfort. So he sent a swift. messenger to 
Nanking begging the Emperor to send a large force to Afc gimrd 
your eastern territory" which meant that the king wanted 
China to stand between him and this Manchurian sexiurge, 

The relatives of Gen Kang were kept informed by him 
of the state of afif iirs in the north, and they sent targe sums 
of money to Norach'i io buy him off and prevent him from in¬ 
vading Korea . and it may b;that it was this, ai least in part, 
that delft ved ii for some time The king’s messengers found 
Cht road lr> Nanking blocked by the MancbiTs and so had to 
turn back. The king thereupon sent envoys one after an¬ 
other by boat, but a* the Koreans were poor sailors, they fail- 
ed to land at the right place and fell into tile hands of the 
Munch Us Or were wrecked by storms. 
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The Mailchus now, in iGju In Id the whole of Liaotung 
aiul thi Chinese residents were deein^ h* nil directions. 
Thousands of them trussed into Korei ntid many ems-r.rd over 
to the island3 of Qk-kang and Irvsan near the month of the 
Yfilti River and there. huddled toother in wretchedness and 
want, bewailed ihetr pitiable condition. 

The prtfect of Hni-jti implored the king to forward troop* 
to hold the Manchus in check and the Chinese Gen. Wang 
wrote the king demanding a contingent of Korean troops Co 
oppose the wild horde that threatened the Ming power. But 
the king was utterly incompetent, end a! I Saoul was in i ler- 
ment. The king thought only of himself, and looked to it 
Xhnt 2 * comfortable place was arranged for hint on the island 
of Kang'Wha, in case it should become necessary foi him to 
leave Seoul. In the early summer a Korean named Yi Ymig- 
bang, who had gone over to the Maudlin* body and sottl. and 
had become son-in-Lass' to NoradCi, look a Ixxly of Muiiclni 
cavalry, crossed over to the iskuds of 0k-kang and In-sau 
and massacred ail the Chinese refugees he could hy hands on. 
This again struck terror to the heart of the king, and it threw 
Seoul into a fever of excitement. The king collected nine 
thousand troops from the southern provinces and sutiom d 
them at Su-whii, but there was no one whom he could appoint 
genera bin-chief: so he had to recall from banishment Han 
Chuu-gY-ilni and confer this honor upon him. Han Myflug-ycti 
wfl-s mad* second in command. He was a man of low extrac¬ 
tion but had acquired a certain amount of fame in the Jap¬ 
anese invasion. 

tn Lhc following year. ib?3. the M a rich Its entered China 
and were everywhere viclorions. They wanted to make a 
treaty with Korea* but the king could decide neither mie way 
tmr the other His envoys had not reached China and he had 
no word from the Emperor. The queen memo riftSized the king 
iti the native script and said* ' Those northern savages want 
to make peace with us, nut because of any feeling of friend¬ 
ship for us but because they think they cannot handle China 
anti Korea both at once. So they do this to keep us quiet until 
they finish with China. The king should make up his mi ml 
one wny nr ibe other and act. Think of what the Chinese 
did for us during the late invadon ! We were on the very 
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edge of destruction and they succored tis. Hoth king ami 
people should be of one mind and hasten to send soldiers to 
oppose this common enemy, liven if we do 1101 succeed we 
shall h ive dear conscience^ for we shall know that we have 
done what we could to did Chinn in tile hmir of htr tiifltfeifi. 

In rhe third moon a fetter arrived froth the MaiiCltli headquar¬ 
ters which read as follows. ,K Vou say that you are the child 
and China is tile parent. Welt, I am now striking your parent, 
hut you seem Tint 10 be able to help her Phcre is no use iti 
trying to do iso/ 1 In answer to this gritn pleasantry the 
craven king sent an envoy with gifts to the Maiicbt) camp, 
but the gifts and envoy w«rc both spurned with insults 

The Chinese general Mo Miin-nyrtng ifed from Liao-tuug 
by boat and landed at Yong-eli'fln In Kohsa, Finding there 
many Chinese fugitives, and among them Uni a few soldiers, 
he organized a little army and marched against the Muiichiis. 
In bis first fight he was quite successful, coming Erom the 
field wrtb the head of the MsJtichu general* T ung Yang-jong. 
He then made his headquarters a* ClrUl-sau Willi the ap- 
prfKiCli of winter the Maiichu* crossed the Win in force and 
he was outnumbered and had to flee, He sent u letter to the 
king saying, "“I am now here in your territory with a small 
force, let us unite and drive back this Muitchu horde. But 
nothing came of U 

The Mauchu* were exceedingly cruel toward their cap¬ 
tives. Having collected a large number they made them sit 
down in rows and then the Manchu braves went dong the 
line and shot arrows into thetr victims. tf the wound was 
nut instantly mortal the victim was compelled to pluck out 
the arrow with uif. own hands und give it back to his execu¬ 
tioner 

Meanwhile Korea was going from bad to worse For 
many years all official positions had been sotd to the highest 
bidder. Governors and generals paid 30,000 cash, prefects 
>o,ix*p and clerks paid j,ouo. No office could be procured 
without mi immediate cash payment. The price pm upon the 
office of Prime Minister was *0 great that tor many years no 
tme Could afford to take it, and so the place remained vacant, 
perhaps to the benefit of the people. The king was ruled by 
pi favorite concubine and *hr nunfe use of her power Lt> enrich 
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her relatives and those attached to her She mid other eoti- 
cubing sent men to the country lo peddle office Hall the 
money they kept themselves ind the other hair went to Lhe 
pockets of the concubines. Such was the desperate condition 
of affairs when the year 1612 came in 1 and we must now re¬ 
cord the downfall of this wretched parody of a king. 

A tnan by the name of Vi Kwi had desired for a long time 
to find *onie way of ridding the land of the desperate tyrant* 
and at last he found Eve men who were willing to engage with 
him jn the good cause. They were Sim Kydng-jin, Sim Keuh 
wfin, Kttn Cha-jflm. Ch oc Myflng-gil, Kim Nyu. After think- 
ing the matter over and discussing it, they decided that if 
tlieir plan succeeded they would put on the throne the grand¬ 
son of Sim -jo Ti-wang. Ksm Nyu made the leader in 
this plot. Collecting money they fitted out a small but select 
hod> of soldiers and put Gen. Yi Hcung-ip at their head, and 
the day for the event was set. But one of the men connected 
with the plot mined traitor and told the king the whole plan, 
The conspirators learned of it immediately and decided to car¬ 
ry out their program in spite of all. Ask happened, the king 
was in a drunken carouse at the time thhs interesting bit of 
information was given him and he forgot all ^bout it. That 
very night the band of conspirators met at the appointed ren¬ 
dezvous beyond the Peking Pass. Hut ihere was trouble, 
because some soldiers who were expected from Chang-dan had 
not yet arrived ; so a swift messenger was sent to bud them. 
They tvere met twenty fi out and hurried forward. Vi Kwal H 
with several other generals, went to meet these troops beyond 
the pass and lead them into the city. They found several 
hundred soldier* ready for the enterprise ; but a man named 
Chang Yu came in haste from the city and said, "The king has 
been told. The government troops are coming out to seize 
us/ 1 Yi Kwi seized Yi Kwaf by the hand and said, 11 Kim Nyu 
who was to lead us has not arrived and you must be our 
leader. 11 So he consented. He gave each soldier a piece of 
paper to fasten to the back of his collar so that they would be 
abk to recognize each other and not be thrown into confu¬ 
sion, At the last moment Kim Nyu arrived and then there 
was a quarrel between him and Yi Kwal as to the leadership ; 
but as day was about to dawn they let Kim Ny u take charge. 
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Having heard that the government troops were aiming out 
of the West G&te they hastened around the mountain and enter¬ 
ed the Northwest Gate. When the government troops learn¬ 
ed by the great noise and tumult in the city chat they had 
bteu outwitted, they returned only to find the insurrectionary 
troops before the palace. They Imd cut their way through 
the gates with axes and were selling fire to everything inside. 
As they entered the king's apartments he slipped out the back 
dom and scaling the back will found lelugein a monk's room. 
From that place he made Uis- way to the house of one An Kuk- 
sin where he secured a suit of mourner's cloches and then wen t 
to the house of a physician, Chnog Nam-sti. This mail how¬ 
ever informed the new govern men t as to his whereabouts and 
he was seized. This occurred in the year 1622, 

Prince Neuug yaug p the nephew of the deposed king, was 
elevated to the royal position and crowds of people came aud 
bnwed to him as he sat in slate before the palace. His post- 
humous title is In-jo Ta-waiig. 

His first act was to send a chair to bring back the queen 
dowager from the Mytttig-ye Palace ; but she. thinking that it 
might perhaps bt .1 trick on the part of the wicked king, re¬ 
fused to go. She saidp PL The king himself must come and take 
me out." So he earner and showed her that the good news 
was indeed true. i>he sat on the throne just as she bad done 
in the days of King Sun-jo, and when the new king came in he 
prostrated himself before her and wept ; but she said* "I>0 not 
weep | this is a day of deliverance, and you should rather re¬ 
joice." Then they brought in the depraved and fallen crea¬ 
ture w ho had tried to play at king but had made a lamentable 
failure. The queen dowager exclaimed, ‘‘This arch-traitor 
and bloudy man has come, and he must be judged here and now 
or 1 cannot leave this place. For ten years I have been im- 
prisoned here. Day before yesterday I dreamed that the aged 
king Sun -jo came and said, ' In a few days yon will be deliver¬ 
ed/ ,p The eunuchs brought the royal seals and the insignia 
of royalty and gave them to the newly appointed king. He 
banished the deposed king to Kung-wka and his sou to Kyo 
dong Island. He then gave posthumous honors to Princes 
tm-hfl Neung-chflug, Y&n-henngp Fii-wOd and YdngHzh^aug 
whom the tyrant had mused to be murdered. He also called 
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the queen dowager's mother from exile on the isfriijd of Quel- 

pfiix 

He found! the government in a profoundly wretched con¬ 
dition and he forthwith began a systematic ho use-cleaning. 
He appointed Dew ministers to the -nx department and a pro- 
cbm at ion was sent to the eight provinces raying that every 
prefect who hud bought his place should be driven from office 
and that nil the bud that had been stolen from the people 
should be returned to them ; also that every prefectural clerk 
should pay up the arrears of revenue which he hsid withheld 
from the government. He drew up a company of soldier* ai 
Ghong-uo, the center of the city, and there executed the 
former tavonre Yi I-eh'flirt and seventeen other men who had 
aided and abetted the deposed king in his monstrosities Sixty 
more Were banished to distant places where they were confined 
in hmall enclosure* surrounded with brier hedges, and their 
food was handed them through small holes in the hedges. 
Pang Yap, the governor of F + yiing-au Province, and two 
others m the country, were executed by special messengers 
sent down to the country for the purpose. Tin* Pa tig YUp 
was a most desperate villain As he had something of a body- 
guard, resistance wa* itniicipated, but the special messenger 
of death managed to draw off the guard on some pretext or 
oilier and then the work was dune swiftly and surely, This 
governor was -so detested by the people that they cut Iifs body 
:nto small piece* and each man carried away w ^.iisrill piece "to 
remember him by, 

The king made Yi Kwi General-in--chief, conferred 
upon his father the title ai Prince ChOng-wflit and Upon 
his mother :hat of Pti-pu-itt and gave her a palace to live in 
where the government hospital now stands, He drove out 
from the palace all vile women, all musical instruments, and 
he burned at Chong no the wooden semblance of a mono- 
iam which the former king bad caused to be made and which 
wax always carried in his procession. This “mountain" was 
covered with growing shrubs and flowering plants. He 
made Gen Chang Man commander of a] l the provincial forces, 
with his headqnaiers at l^ytiug yang He beheaded the 
brother of the deposed queen and also the prefect who had 
suffocated the youug prince at Kailft-whn Spies iVert sent 
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throughout the country ttj ascertain the actual stale of affairs*. 

This king was a deadly enemy of Buddhism, and he it 
was who ordered that no monk should set foot inside the 
gsiteF qf Seoul, The Law was promulgated that whenever a 
common person entered the gates uf Seoul he must dismount 
from his horse Sacrifices wcr.- offered by the king ill person 
at the toiifb of Ki-ja and as the blood-marked stone at Song- 
do„ the *pot where ChnfiE Ntong-ju had been murdered when 
the dynasty was foundtsh It was decreed that revenue 
should be collected to the extent of a titbeof the grain, which 
was much less than before, but was codec ted more reg^ 
utarly. We cannot but sympathize with the wife of the son 
of the deposed king, who had been banished to Kyo-dong 
Island. She followed him into exile and attempted to secure 
his escape by digging with her own tender hands 3 tunnel 
seventy feet long. She had no other implement than a piece 
Of iron resembling a common lire*poker At t he very moment 
Ot his escape the plot was discovered and the poor wife banged 
herself out of grief and disappoint ment. When the king heard 
of ibis he ordered that honorable burial be given her remains 
and he put the young man out of mi=erv by administering 
poison. That same year the deposed queen died and the 
king gave her the burial honors of a princess. She had been 
a devoted Buddhist and had endowed many monasteries with 
wooden or clay images. But she was not happy as queen 
and prayed that when, according to Jthe Buddhist doctrine, 
she should take on another life it might not be that erf a 
q ue^n. 


Chapter V. 

Vi ICwiil's jfnevmje? . . .hr rdirti in insurrection dril wit . rebels 
victorious , , the ling Leaves Seoul . .the rebels enter the capital 
. ught outside tbe West ^atc .Yi Kwml flee* . .erad it slain 
.lb* king returns to SwiI-p,. a royal protlainalian....tiled bouse* 
in P H ySag-yitBg sou* of concubine* .,the llauchufl again . an 
PHsutdeSsfol eavoy , dent h vt Jfomchn . . Nani-Lan Completed 
P „ ,tb.e Manchtis enter Korea_efforts at resistance . * fall of An- 
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jti... ,tbc ting retires to Kang-whs ., Mnnchu corulftieitfs .. feme 

in Senul.un mteiestinj; jtfinie oi cbtSfi Kunttil hostage .it) ft 

tribute - with nl the ultur _Korwin firm in their loyalty to 

Chin*. , „ .the Mauctiu* praise them Mimdin minlties the 
Slmu'lm gdirikiss . .opposed by the Kerc-nns . .Miami argument 
... assistance declined. 

The story of Vi Kwat’s rrbdliou shows hruv grL-nt ft mat 
ter a little fire kindles Tbtr king wished to honor in * spec 1 
ial manner Lite men who h.uj b rtn instrumental in putting 
hint on the Throne. Among them were two especially desert - 
iiig men, Kim Nyu and Yi Kwal. Kitu was from 3 higher 
family than Yi but was less (lvs-erving of praise m this affair. 
When ail knelt before the king and Yi Kwal found that he 
was given second place, he was- enraged and refused to kneel, 
but stood glaring about him. He was pacified, but was still 
very sore at heart. He was given the position oi governor 
of P'yiing an where there was a considerable force of soldiers : 
among them three hum!red Japanese, who hail become nat¬ 
uralized and who where excellent swordsmen. With the 
opening of the new year Gen. Yi Kwi, who knew the calibre 
Of Yi Kwal, obtained the post of military instructor at Song- 
do. This he sought that be might have an opportunity to 
stand between the king and any treachery that Yi Kwal 
might attempt, A courtier, Muh Whe. told the king that Yt 
Kwal was gathering an army with bad intent, and the king 
hastily called a council. K im Xyu did not believe it possible 
Jim Yi Kwal should revolt, but Ch oe Myfing-gil insisted 
that it was true, and in the high words that followed Kim 
Nyu was charged with being privv to the plot But the re¬ 
mark passed unnoticed. We shall stc however that Kim 
had little to do in putting down the itisin reel ion. Perhaps 
it whs because of a lurking suspicion that he might be impli¬ 
cated. A large n □ in her of men known to bt inti mate with 
the disaffected general were arrested and thrown into prison. 
Two executioners were sent to kill Han Mytittg-yiln who was 
said lobe in league with Yi Kwal, and to catch Yi Kwul's 
son. Arriving in P* rung -yang the messengers went boldly 
into the presence of Yi Kwal and a ri non need their message 
As 1 t i was already on the point ol marching cm Seoul he 
answered by taking off the beads of the messengers Hastily 
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stjtnttmmrig nil the neighboring prefects lie addressed them as 
follows ^Tht king is surrounded by kid men ustd 1 propose: 
to go up to Seoul and clean thing* out n little- Then put¬ 
ting in motion hss 20 ,ooo troops with the Japanese swords- 
men it their head, lie marched toward the capital. The whole 
country instantly burst iuw.» dune of excitement. The 
king appointed Gen- Vi \VTm-ik to lead an ursny in defense 
of the capital* and he put Vi Si-b.il second in command. Vi 
Su-il became general of P'yflng-an Province, and the combined 
forces marched northward to block the rebel* s path. Gen 
Wan PTitig-giiu fortified Song-do m preparation For an at¬ 
tack. O YuDg-*u fortified the hanks of the Im-jin River at 
the ferry. The eight province* were all requisitioned for 
troops, Kang Kak was placed at StJ-an with militia From 
Su-an and Sd-hcting to check the advance of the enemy. 
Geti. ChfSng Ch’ung-sin who had been stationed at An-ju 
north of P h yHag-yang, together with other leader*, moved 
southward on the rebellions city, to take Yi Kwat he tile tear 
Chang Man asked him what he thought were the chances of 
Yi KwaTs success, and he answered. **If Yi Kwal goes 
straight to Seoul and the king stays there till he arrives the 
result will be doubtful, but if he delays a while in Whaug-hfl 
Province, or if the king retreats southward and Vi Kwal de¬ 
lays in Seoul we will kilt him like n dn^," 

Gen, Chang Man then called shunt him alt the forces 
within reach, led by fifteen captains and prefects, When her 
saw how small him army was compared with that of Yi Kwal 
he despaired uf doing anything, but sotne-onv said. ''Many of 
those under Yi Kwal are not faithful to him. Let us send 
and call out the loyal oned from among his army." 1 So they 
sen! n slave of Gen. Yi Vim-sti, who followed Yi Kwal, and 
told him to go and bring bis master out of Lhc rebel ranks. 
They offered him a hundred thousand cash bui he fefused it 
saying "1 will go and save him from rebellion if 1 cun, and 
if 1 succeed el will be time enough to reward rae, fc+ The slave 
entered the rebel ranks and that night the sentruzs heard the 
voice of Gen. Yi Yuii-su calling aloud mine out$tde die lines 
saying, *T Am going over ti> the side of the king. 11 Arriving 
at the camp of Chang Man, the penitent general burst into 
teat* at the thought of how near he had come to being a crai- 
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Tor. Yi Kwal sene eight assassins to kill Chang Man but they 
were caught and brought before their intended victim, who# 
insiead of punishing them, gave them a good dinner and seat 
them aw\iy. Yi Kwal himself was so fearful of nssissi nation 
that he not only slept in a different letU each night but moved 
from one tent to another several times during a single night. 

Gen. Chang Man started for Seoul, the advance ^uard 
being led by Chiing-siu, the skirmish line. by Pak Ytitig-aS, the 
right and left flanks by Yu Hyo-gul and Chang Tnn, the sap¬ 
pers by Ch n'c Eting il. while the commissariat was in charge 
of Ati Mung-yuii. The whole force consisted of 1S00 men. 
The first day was spent in getting the army serosa the Ta- 
dong Rivet The next three days brought them to Whang - 
ju, where they fell in with part of the f^bd army. After a 
brisk skirmish, two companies of cavalry were seen riding out 
from the robel ranks a* if to surrender, but when the} had 
come dose to Gen, Chang Man's forces they made a sudden 
charge which threw the loyn] forces into confusion and sooa 
tht entire army wws routed Turning from this complete 
victory, Yi Kwal led his forces toSu-an. Il urns hi> intention 
to approach Seoul by way of Sak-wtiu bin as the government 
had a strong force there he changed his plan and came by 
Kem-rin which isou exceedingly rough road. Meanwhile.Gem 
Chang Man had collected the scattered remnant? of his army 
and followed as far Sn-henng where he was joined by Gen. 
Yi Sudt and together they proceeded southward to P’ydng- 
There they were joined by Sqq more troops. On the 
sixth of the moon Yi Kw-aJ arrived at the Chowan ford and 
found it guarded by a royal force under Yi Chung-ho and Yi 
Tiik-bu Yi Kwal forced the passage and put the government 
troops to flight, taking the beads of both the generals A day 1 
or so later, being met by more loyal troops, lie sent them the 
two heads as warning. They did not heed it and in the fight 
that followed their leaders too li>sl their heads. 

Meanwhile interesting events were happening in Seoul. 
The king put to death forty-nine men who were suspected of 
being privy to the plot though many of them were doubtless 
innocent Yi Kwi begged him to spire some of them, but he 
wn* obdurate. Gtn. Yi Srt took j.ooo men and went to the 
gH le on the main vo&d a few miles beyond Song-do and tried 
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tp hold ii against I he insurgent army, Vi Kwnl mlacked flt 
ui^ht and found IklUr difficulty in breaking through the bar* 
ner. Hot instead of advancing on Song-do he made a circuit 
ii mi thtrcbs avoided both Song-do and the forte which Whs 
to ginird the passage of the 1m jin Hivcr. He effected a 
crossing by a lord higher up that stream. Learning of this, 
Puk Hyo-rip who wo* holding the ferry hastened iwick to 
Srpnl where he arrived at dusk and announced iliat the king 
land not a moment in lose but must take to flight that very 
night. Without an hour's delay the bint; mounted his Meed 
sins fled by way of the South Gate, Leaving i he city in a 
perfect frenzy of fear. He arrived ai Hau-gang m the dnrk 
and found that The ferrytuen had taken all their bo:tts to the 
other side for safety. They peremptorily refused to obey any 
summons, ;ind at Iasi U Saug-jnng was obliged u> throw off 
his clothes and swim the stream. He succeeded in getting 
six boot** It took all the rest of the flight to get The royal 
cavalcade across the river It was on the ninth of the tn&oti 
when the king arrived at Sa-p'yiJug just beyond the river. 
He had nothing to rat Kill noon that day, when Shi Chun 
brought him a bmvl of gruel atid a few dried persimmons, 
Kiglit found hitu at Sti-wfin completely tired out After a rest 
of a few dr.ys he parsed cm to Kong-ju the provincial capital 
and there lie W4s made comfortable for the first time since hi* 
flight from the capital. The governors af Ch h uug ch’uug itml 
LlliH la Provinces met hitu there, A Mrong gllafd was placed 
along the sou them bank of the Keurti River 

Ai tioou of the day following the king + s flight, thirty fol¬ 
lowers of Vi Kwa] entered the city and announced that there 
was no need fur fear, as a new king had arisen. The next 
day Vi RvvaJ entered tliv town. Many small officials and a 
great crowd of people went nut to meet him and scattered red 
earth along the road in front of him, which is a special pre¬ 
rogative uf royalty Entering l lie city he pitched his camp 
where the Kynng-bofc Palace now'stands- Even the king's 
own uncle went over to Vi Ktval. perhaps through fear* or 
perhaps because the revolution was a success. This unde 
w«s proclaimed king and posters were Sent out to quiet the 
people. Thousands of adventurers and Sow fellows sought 
and obtained official appointments under the new regime. 
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Bill what had been going ou in ilui north? Chong Man. 
arriving ni l**n jn, learned that the king had tied, and im¬ 
mediately called a council of war. It ivns decided that, as the 
People of Sami wste Eiot largely in favor of' Vi Kwal, it would 
bt a Euod thing to unite a demonstration al once test the 
P-dpte Hltonid come tu riscoguift: the govern in *ut So one 
body of troops was sent to watch the road outside the East Cate 
:ind to cut ofT supplies. Another guarded the roads outside 
khe SSuutli Gate. Gen. Ch^ng Ch fe iiiig~siu said that they umst 
encamp mi the hills immediately outside the West Gate and 
then Vi iswal would be forced to fight In order to do this 
Ksm Vang-fin souk cavalry and surprised the signal fire sta¬ 
tion beside the Peking Pass and so prevented any signal being 
given. That uigbl Chang Man and nil his forces came a row aid 
the Hills and stationed themselves behind the hill just back of 
Mu-#kq*gw;iii* I h is movement was further favored by a 
strung east wind that curried the sound away so that all Seoul 
was ignorant ot the extreme proximity of the enemy. At the 
same time Vi Whnk with two hundred troops secreted him- 
Self outside the North west Gate, to enter the city when the 
insurgent troupe should go out the West Gate to attack Chang 
Matf s forces The latter also sent thousands of slips of paper 
into the city and had them distributed among the people say¬ 
ing TotnuTToiv, anvone who refuses to stand by Yi Kwa! 
.^EnJ remains loyal to the king, lei him present one of these 

and he stuall receive a reward. J * 

In the morning Vi Kwal spied u small band of soldiers 
on the hill outside the- gate, for mosl of the force was con¬ 
cealed behind it, in order to deceive the rebels. Some of Yi 
Kwul ^ follower* said, *' l liey arc so few we bad better go out¬ 
side ihe Northwest Gate and so surround them ; but the 
enemy seemed so insignificant that Yi Kwal marched straight 
at them. All Seoul was on the walls watching the fight with 
breathless interest. Han MjAsg-ytlu, Vi Rival's right hand 
man, took the Japanese contingent and moved up the steep 
hillside* ar.d Yi followed with the main body. The strong 
east wind that was blowing materially aided the attacking 
force, for it lent speed to their arrows and they had the wind 
M l heir backs instead of in their (aces. The loyal forces were 
forced to give way a little and their leaders had to stike down 
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some in order to prevent a general stampede A i thb criti¬ 
cal juncture the wind suddenly veered to Use west and drove 
the sand mad dust into the eyes of the attacking party. This 
was the taming point in the battle Yi Kwal was forced to 
give ground. Hail MyEug-vtin himself was wounded by au ar¬ 
row, Gen, Chang Man fought fiercely for two hourSp gain¬ 
ing ground ail the time. At this time the standard-bearer of 
Yi Kwal turned and fled The cry arose, M Yi Kwal is on 
the run/ 1 and in less that a minute the whole force was thrown 
into confusion and every man took to his heels including Yi 
TCwal tiinisclf, who hastened back toward the West Gate. 
But the citizens on the wall had nut been idle, and he found 
the gate locked and haired. Turning aside he hastened 
along under the wall till he reached the South Gate which he 
entered Gen, Chang Man Said 1 "Let us not chase him. for 
bis man might turn an us and heat us alter nil. Let him go : 
the people will bring his head in soon enough/ So Yi Kwal 
with a small band of followers lied out the Water Mouth Gate + 
crossed the Han at Song-p‘a, killed the prefect of Kwang-jU. 
scaled Yi-bu-ja Pass and fled away eastward. Gen. Chong 
Ch+mtg sin chased him as far as Ky3ng-at). By that time the 
Unitor'* hand had dwindled to twenty-eight men. He Bed by 
night as far as Muk-paiigi in the prefecture of l-ch'Bn and 
there two of hU followers, seeing that the game had been 
played to a finish and hoping to save their own lives, went 
into his room by night and severed his head from the body. 
His son was treated in the same way, as were also Han 
MyUng-yOu and six others. They carded the heads to Koug- 
ju and laid them before the king The king's uncle who 
had been set up as king Red to Kwang-ju t where he was 
caught and turned over to Gen, Chang Man, who imprisoned 
him and waited the orders of the king. But another man, 
Sim Kcui-wtiii, said, “No, he is a traitor/ 1 and slew him with 
bbown hand. When the king returned to Seoul Lhb man 
Sim was imprisoned for a few days as nominal punishment 
for having killed a relative o t the king* 

Qu the twenty-second of the mouth the king returned to 
Seoul. Gen. Chang Man went to the river and escorted 
him in with a large tetinue, but Gen, Chong CIt‘tUAg-sin did 
pot go and bow before the king, for he said, “I did not stop 
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the traitor, btit let him drive ihc king from ih^ capita! " So 
he went up i*i P'yung'yang without meting the king When 
the latter heard of (his he sent for him and gave him :i pres 
enl of gold and made him governor of P'yftog-aii. It is said 
by some, in extenuation of Yi K vim I s conduct, that he under* 
stood that the king had driven the former king from the 
throne and was a usurper. This must he false, for Vi Kwal 
was one of the principal actors in those events and must have 
known the truth about them. He was sunpiv jealous and. 
having n strong force, thought to avenge himself. However 
that may be. the report was spread that it was patriot ism that 
prompted the revolt, and to dispel any such idea the king 
made proclamation saving, ”Kwaug-lid, the former ruler, was 
a wicked and undntiful moo. He killed lus father ami elder 
brother and imprisoned his mother. The country was ou the 
verge or destruction and so T could not btit attempt to drive 
him out. It was not because I wanted to usurp the royal 
honors, but it was for the sake of the Ibt. Vi Kwat’s raid 
"as prompted by idle rumors gotten up by certain of kwmig- 
hA’s men, but let all the people know surely that I have dope 
this for the sole purpose of saving the kingdom " 

In the ninth moon another revolt was attempted, with 
the object of putting Prince Iit-sAug. the king's younger 
brother, on itit throne. It wa> discovered in time and the 
principal movers were killed and the prince was banished to 
Kan.sung in Kaog-wftn Province. 

On account of the frequent conflagrations in the city of 
P'yung.yaug, the governor jurtitioned the kiug to promulgate 
a law requiring all houses in that town to be tiled Instead of 
thatched. The king not only complied but gave money for 
the purchase of tiles. That law has not been abrogated to 
I his day. 

The yea 1 1615 opened with warlike preparations Gen. 
Yi Si»collected a band of strong, stalwart men, the pick of 
the hind, formed them i nto companies a ud regiments ;,nd drilled 
them at the Hun-yfm-wiin. inside the iiast Gate, and also 
nt Mo vi-ha-kwan outside the West Gate. Near tile close 
ui the year the king promulgated r most importaul law, 
sweeping away the disabilities of sons by concubines and giving 
them the right to become officials One must know tile ptev- 
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alcnce of concubinage in Korea in order to understand how 
vitally this taw must have aflected the whole body of the peo¬ 
ple, of all ranks and classes- This was the more true from 
the fact that concubines are commonly taken because of the 
tack of an heir. Eligibility to office on the part of sons of 
of concubines worked therefore in two directions, It elevated 
the position of the concubine and at the same time made the 
position of the barren wife more endurable. 

We have already given a sketch of the beginnings of the 
Mancha convulsion which was about to shake the whole of 
eastern Ask. During the interval occupied by the events 
narrated above, the Mauritius were quietly preparing for the 
future. Gen. Kang Hong-rip. the Korean renegade, was 
still with them Another Korean went over to the Mancbua, 
It was Han Yun who fled to Kwi-sCng in northern P'yuug- 
ao, from which place he crossed the Ya-lii and found Gen. 
Kang among the Man thus. To him he said, "My relatives 
have now ait been destroyed by the king and 1 sid au outcast. 
Let us get an army together and go and be avenged on the 
Koreans.'‘ Gen. Kang gave his hearty consent and together 
they sought the throne of the Mancbu chief to lay their plan 
before him. 

S5 U-sin, the Ming governor of Luio-tung. heard of this 
plan and despatched a messenger to the King of Korea set¬ 
ting him on his guard against these two men. The king did 
not believe that-Gen. Kang was irrecoverably Iosl, iur he ap¬ 
pointed his sou to go to the Mancbus as envoy. Had this 
you tig mau succeeded in reaching his destination he might 
have induced hk father to remain faithful to Korea, hot just 
beyond the border he encountered Mancliti soldiers ivbo did 
not understand him and would not let him pass. So he was 
compelled to returu with his mission unaccomplished. It is 
probable that there would have been an invasion of Korea by 
the MaiichUS lit that time had it not been for the arrival in 
Liao-tungof the great Chinese general WOn Sung-whau. 
He was so skillful in the handling of soldiers that superhu¬ 
man powers were aacritied to him. The Mauchus could make 
no headway against him, and it is said that Ncrach'i a 
chagrin, nt having tailed to storm a town held hj this famous 
general aggravated au illness caused by a carbuncle ou his 
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back and brought abont his death, Upon his cWase his 
second iaon H6ugt r asi took the reins of governmcut nod car¬ 
ried Lo conrpk lion the ambitious pUrns made by hLs iUsi^Enous 
father. 

It is apparent that the Korean court was well awake to 
the dangers confronting them, for we foam that in the «v- 
etuh moon of this year 1626 the wall of Xam-han iv.x- com¬ 
pleted. Thip is the great mountain fortress about twenty 
miles to the south-east of Seoul. It was formerly the site 
of one of the capitals of 1'Jikje, 

The year 1OJ7 no sooner opened that the long dreaded 
event took place. On the fifth moon 30,000 Mauchu sol¬ 
diers crossed the Yalu River and a few days later stood be¬ 
fore the city of Eui-ju, Approaching the gate a herald cried, 
“The second king of the great Golden Kingdom is now lay! 
ing his heavy hand on Korea. If you do not tome oat and sur¬ 
render we will rase your town to the level of the ground “ 
Unfortunately for the good name of Korea the perfect was at 
that moment sleeping off the effects of a drunken debauch in 
the house of a dancing girl, He came forth and tried to get 
the garrison together, but it was too late, for already the 
traitor Han Yuh bad entered the town in Korean dollies and 
bad thrown the gate* open to the ruthless invaders. The 
prefect and hi* whole garrison were set up in line and shot 
down by the savage Maitobus. alter which they boiled the 
body of the prefect in u kettle and sacrificed to heaven with 
the flesh. They then sent a letter to the king couched m the 
following terms : p ’Yusj have eoumiiUcd four crimes, j i) You 
did o ot Send an envoy to commiserate with us on the death 
of the great Munich' i. 12} You have never I haw Led us for 
sparing your army when w e beat von aud the Chinese to¬ 
gether, (3J Vr>u afforded asylum to our enemy, Mu M un . 
nvfing U) Your people have killed many of the residents of 
Liao-lung til cold blood. It ,s for these reasons that our 
wrath is kindled against you, ■ And so the invading annv 
moved southward, forcnig the Koreans to cm their Lit and 
cmnpellmg them to act as guides But they did not come 
piropjKwed. They were met at Vong.cb C„ by its prefect at 
the head of 2.^ men, but a small ofhcal turned traitor and 
upened tlw gaits fo the Maud,us. On the seventeenth they 
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arrived at dwsk-.^n where they were told hy the Korean 
e^rrison tint death was preferable tu surrender; the Koreans 
found it so, for they were soon overpowered and massacred. 
Two prefects whose wives had been confiscated by The Mancus 
thought to save themselves and recover their wives by going 
over to the enemy but when they did so they found their 
wives still held as concubines while they them selves vere 
compelled to hold the bridle-* of the men who brutally refused 
to give back the women. 

Seonl was wean while going through one of those period¬ 
ical eruptions which she was destined to suffer for many 
years to come, Gen. Chang Man became general-in* chief, with 
Chung Ch'ung Sin ns second They ltd mediately took all the 
available forces and marched northward. Gen. Sin was plac¬ 
ed at the Ini-jin River to bEock the approach of the enemy 
Gen + Kim went smith to collect troops m CITmag-ch'ung 
Province, and others went hi other directions- A call was 
made to all the eight provinces for men. Gen. Vi So was 
put in command of Natn-haii. The king recalled many men 
from banishment, probably with a view to bringing into har¬ 
mony all ihe different elements and ^curing unanimity 
among all classes. 

On the twenty-first tht Manchus. arrived before Au-ju. 
They cried, "'Come out md surrender. !l and received the 
answer > "Wr *r? here to fight and not to surrender. 0 The 
next day at dawn in a heavy fog they approached the wall* 
They had an enormous ladder mounted ju some way on the 
backs of camels. This wilt, placed against lhe wall and the 
enemy swarmed over, armed only with short swords and 
knives ; but that they used with sttcli good effect that they 
soon gamed a foothold The commandant of the town, Nam 
Vi-he an g, stood by the gate and shot many of the Manchus 
with his good bow ymj when his arrows were all gone he 
ordered bags* nf powder to he brought, and by exploding 
these he killed many of the enemy but was himself killed in 
the proper. 

Fyuujr-ymig now liesng practically without defense, the 
[prefect fled southivird Lathe capital and told the king what 
had happened The Crown Prince was immediately sent iulo 
the south For safely and the king himself with the ancestral 
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tablets and with his court hastened to the island of Kanawha, 
leaving the oily oi Seoul hi a conditiuu better imagined than 
dtscrifred. 

Glle tlf (itfu. Kang's grievances against Korea wiii that 
he thonglst the king had killed his son p but when he learned 
that this was not only hot true but that the king had sent 
that son as envoy, though imsuccessfully, to the Maiichua, 
tiisre was a strong revulsion of feeling in Jib mind and he ex* 
pressed Ids sorrow nt the invasion hut said that it was now too 
late to stop ft, tie however advised the king to send gifts to 
the Maudiu chief and sue for peaces 

When the Mauchitsarrived at Whang-ju they sent a letter 
forward U* the king oti Kaug-wha saying, "There are three 
conditions tin which tve will conclude a peace with you, in 
You must hand over to ns the person of Ma Mun-nyung. Ul 
Von must give us io.oqo soldiers to help invade Chinn. (31 
You must give tip the two northern provinces of P yOng jiii 
and Hani-gyEiig, " On the ninth of the moon tlit envoy bear¬ 
ing this lettt-T. accoiiiTjaiiied by the Korean renegade Gen. 
K.iug, E'*nk boat from Song-dQ for Kaug-whn. The next day 
the king gave them audience and the envoy bowed before 
him, hut the king did not how tti return. This made the envoy 
very angry, but the king said through an interpreter, '-Tell 
him not ro he angry, for I did not know the custom,'* 

The king sent one Kang-In to Whang-j 11 ostensibly to 
sue for peace but in reality to find out what the .Mauchus were 
doing there Sol long after this the Mancha envoy returned 
to the same place but Gen. Kang remained on Kaug-wha* 
When the enemy had advanced as far as P'yfiug-sait, only a 
hundred <7 from Kang-wha* the whole- court urged the king to 
make peace cm any terms, as all the soldiers had run away 
and the were so near. When Gen. Kuu, who had been 

left to guard Seoul, learned of the proximity of the Manehtts, 
lie fired all Ehv government treasure and provisions and made 
good his escape This was the signal tor a genera! exodus of 
Iht people who swarmed out of the city and scattered in all 
directions seeking teftsly ntnoug the tnottntaiiw or in remote 
provinces 

Yifii Hiln had been imprisoned for having tied from 
P yfliig-yuug without -0 much as attempting its defense, and 
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many of tile officials begged the king to pardon him : but they 
overdid it, and so nanny petitions cime in that the king though^ 
he was dangerously popular and ordered hi* execution. When 
the messenger of death reached the doomed man he found 
him playing a game of chess. The man with whom he was 
playing burst out crying, but he said H “What are you crying 
about? 1 am the man who hoi going to die, not you. Let 
us finish the game/' So they finished the game, after which 
Ytin Hfln quietly submitted to his fate This is a sample of 
*a«JF fmd which never fails to elicit thtappUuseuf the Korean. 
On the twentieth the Manchu general Yu Hit left P'yiltig’ 
and went to Kang-wha to have an audience with the king. 
He advised the king to discard the Chinese calendar and use 
the Manchu ooe instead and he also said said the king must 
send his son to the north as hostage. The king a ns were i 
tbit his son was too young, but that hr would send his young¬ 
er brother. Accordingly he sent Wun Cb'ang-ynag* not hi* 
brother but a distant relative; At the same time he sent 
30.000 pieces of cotton, 30a pieces of white Hues. 100 tiger 
skins and tuo leopard skins, Gen. Yu Hi was pleased at this 
and said that he wished 10 have Korea at peace hui that it 
would first he absolutely necessary for the king to take a 
solemn oat31 of fealty to the Manehus. And he said it must 
he done immediately, before the Maucbus should enter Seoul, 
The uexL day a Letter came from the Manchu Prince Yi 
Waii urging that a treaty be made and the solemn oath be 
sworn, and he added, hfc [Cither there must be such a treaty or 
we must right, 1 ' He ordered that the king have an altar made 
at once, on which to slay the animals and swear the oath. 
The Koreans hung hick ind vs id, "Have we not sent gifts and 
hostages to the north? Why then should we be compelled to 
take this oath f" In a rage the Manchu messenger rode away 
toward P*v£hig-san t This sudden departure was ominous and 
it frightened the Koreans, so that they hastened to set about 
building the altar* When, therefore. & few days later the 
Manchu generals Kang Houg-rip and Yu H4 came with an 
escort and demanded that a treaty should be ratified at outx\ 
the Koreans hastened to comply The king went with Gen, 
Yn Hfl to the altar and the king was ordered to plunge the 
knife into the victims, a white horse and a black bullock which 
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agmfird the heavens and the earth r^pedlivety Ai this.lhe 
courtiers a)K exclaimed, "The kmg eamiot do it It must be 
done by deputy, 11 The king replied. “It make* no difference 
notv We have eaten their iusuEtsjiud the people are nil.about 
to perish I will do it. 1 ' But still they opposed it so strong¬ 
ly that at Islsi Vi Chuug-gm was appointed as substitute lor the 
king. 

It wns on the third day of tin; third moon of 1627 when 
the ceremony was perform en outside the West Gate of the for¬ 
tress oS Knttg-whri They killed the white horse and black 
bullock and sacrificed to heaven. Tilt Mane bn with tan as Fol¬ 
lows: "The Mrcond king of Che Manchus makes a treaty with 
she king of Korea, From I his day we have but one mirnd and 
one thought If Korea breaks this oath may heaven send a 
curse upon her. Ef tht Manchns break it may they likewise be 
punished- The ut'u kiugH will have an equal regard For truth 
nud Mi«y will govern according lo the principles of religion 
May heaven help and give us blessings " Tht Korean 
oath w«ti ns follows "Thisdny Korea takes oath and forms a 
treaty with the Kvuni (Kin) Kingdom We too swear by this 
sacrifice that each shall dwell secure m the possession of hb 
own laud*}. If either hale? and injure? the cither may heaven 
scud punishment upon the offending party. These two kings 
have minds regardful of truth Bach must be at peace with 
the other. M The next day the three highest Korean officials 
went to the Mauchii camp to fictile tile details of the treaty. 
They said. “As we have made * treaty with you, of Course you 
will not let your troops advance on Seoul. It will be best for 
you to move backward at once. New you are the -elder 
brollier’ and we the ‘younger brother, 1 so you will set tht 
propriety of staying tm the other.sideaf the Yalu River. The 
Ming dynasty of China has been as a parent to us far two 
hundred years and our kings have always received investiture 
from the Emperor. We have made a treaty now with you, 
but that does nut require us to ou>e off the suzerainty of 
China. This raised a storm about Lhe Koreans' ears, and 
(or days they disputed over t he point with the Korean commis¬ 
sion. but could not move them a hair’s breadth from this posi¬ 
tion. At last in astonishment Gen. Yu Ha sat down, folded 
bis hands and said "The Kingdom of Korea is like a small is- 
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land or like a hair. and if we should bat raise oar foot it would 
be destroyed, and yet though destruction stares them in the 
face they will not Forswear their fealty to China. This is 
greatness Sadi righteousness and faith Fulness are admir¬ 
able, If the Msiichu king consent*., you shall do as you please 
in this respect." They sent to the Manchu Prince who was 
with the army at PyOng-sau and he gave his consent. Gen. 
Yit Hfi then put in the Mancha claim for yearly tribute. It 
was an enormous amount but the Koreans decided they would 
send pt least a small part of what was demanded. 

The Mancha army then moved northward teyong P'ynng. 
yang to An-ju, being opposed there by Gen. Chong Cb'ung- 
iio they told hint that they bad made a treaty with Korea and 
were on their way back to Manchuria. He thought they were 
retreating and were trying to deceive him. so he said. “1 have 
received no intimation of all this from headquarters, so you 
will have to wait here until f gel word From the king *' 

The Mancha army ou its way north through Whang-hi 
Province bud stolen right and left, oxen, horses and women. 
They bored holes through the hands of children and fastened 
them together with cords and drove them north to make slaves 
of them. In the province of F'yBng-an they did not commit 
thes= outrages, for there was a targe sprinkling of Manchus 
among the people. When they left PyUng-yaug they burned 
it to the ground North of that place they put a garrison in 
every large town, namely An-ju, Chnng-ju. Sftu-ch'dn and 
Eui-ju, Strangely enough Koreans were put at the head of 
these garrisons. Of course these bodies of troops had to live 
off the people, and it seems that they did not scruple to 
p'utidcT aiul confiscate in a wholesale manner. This is indi¬ 
cated by the fact that Ch ug Paug-su the prefect of ChOn-san 
got out of patience and said it could no louger be borne. So 
gathering about biro as many soldiers as possible, he began to 
make Wat on the Manchu garrisons wherever encountered. 
The Manchtis were cut down by hundreds, as the country was 
being scoured by small band;, of foragtrs who fell into this 
prefect s hands. Three of the Manchu captains joined their 
forces and tried to make headway against this Korean coin- 
bination, but they were all killed and their forces cot to 
pieces The king, when he heard of these actions, whs loud 
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ill praise of the Koreans who so successfully oppose! the un¬ 
lawful acts of the Maucbu garrisons. 

Not long after this a Itlter came From the Mancha hear!- 
quarters saying, “Having made a treaty of peace will its why 
do you now set upon and kill our people V* Tc which the 
Rorciijs boldly replied* “It was one of the conditions of th it 
treaty that all Munch os should move beyond the Yatu li 
they hud done so. there would have U^cn uo trouble Bui 
ninny of yonr people stopped in P>fing-:m Province and itole 
our cattle ind our women, Tile people could uoi endure k 
and *o revolted- But it was not it our institution It is 
evident that the trouble began with you. It would be well if 
yon would send back the a.ooo people you have earned away 
captive to Manchuria.’ 1 The argument Wds conclusive. as 
the Mnnchus acknowledged by sending back the captive Ku 
rcaas When the Japanese- heml that Lbc Koreans had been 
successfully Opposing the Munich ns they .sene a present of 300 
mu&kcts, 300 swords and 300 pounds at pow-lcr. but the Kci- 
rams wisely declined the gifts and setit them back td Japan. 


Chapter VI, 

TLf king returns to Ssi it, 1 , ..military reforms _message from Cbm* 

ir ,, i+iuirdin ttttmlmntict* eoaifjirQoo UimLxut^d ,., Mancha 
ca lm plaint* ..., paci H«| L „ . J &yw n e*rr off F ( a ti.iraJ n Latin u 
*Chttuiirmtf,, - JirkratltuL., imctkrol rights. ■ - -Cminer fivj- 
tetn h disloyal Chinaman ?rtvn^ *n Ctuim mttib Rinnan Ca- 
thiditss qunrre] wit* the ttfruchu*.. ..iribate_^Chrhjw* reo- 
exiles.*.,two g rear Mu dm ganer*!* ., w MiTTinv niamtrfiti - . . . a 

fritfillentd eilVOV war mcvitahk_urnen r ._ HmperVT COH- 

fcrataklwtfic king, ..divided .-fatal mistake m 

Seuul . .thtr kin *j LukrM rethgc in iVumdtuy 

On the tenth -if the fourth tuonu ihe king storied hack 
towards Seoul. which he entered later He was now 

f«Uy a Wilke to the need of 11 well -ini led arrav. and he set to 
work in earnest drill Nig ■>■»?. He sutiitmed a general at 
Kang-wh* pmnancntly and insHEutcd tfii-custoui id requiring 
military dct> of every citixeu urid. r forlv wilt* of s ge -mn 
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over fifteen Some Avert sent lo Snout to drill for three years. 
S'liv j’usr veur wrs* spent hi learning the methods of guarding 
gntrs ft tut walK. ;iit second hi musket practice, and Lite third 
in ^wordsni unship and archery When they had been thor- 
iniigbly drilled they wert sent to the country to drill the 
mihrin. ]n this way an available force of jm,™ men is said 
tu have been trained If this is the estimate of the number 
of able-bodied men between fifteen and forty it gives a valu¬ 
able due in the entire population of the country at the time. 
At this time the custom wets revived of having the men stand 
lit squads of ten, five in from and five behind. When the 
Itout rank had discharged their pieces they fell back and the 
rear Jtn& ^tepprd forward and discharged theirs, while the 
other* reloaded A Chinese envoy was sent from Nanking 
with :i message to the king but refused to Cottle further than 
Ka-dii Island, from which place he forwarded his message, 
which rau» "How doc* it happen that you have made peace 
with the MvlttdiUft?" The king nude reply, "The Msnclui* 
ovcFwhdmtrd us with their vast numbers and it meant either 
a treaty or our extinction We hud no time to send and ex¬ 
plain matters to the Emperor, 1 * The Emperor sent a reply 
to This saying. "I have received yonr reply atid lam truly 
retry for yon. Yon are in no wise to blame. Now hoard 
vour wealth and by-atsd-bye you and 1 will rise and strike 
these Munich us to the earth “ 

It ft ill he rente mitred that the king had sent one of his 
relatives as hostage to [he Munch us, but now. according to 
the stipulations of the treaty, he came back, escorted by the 
Mancbu general Yu Ha The king sent high officials to 
meet them outside the South Gate, but this did not satisfy 
the Manchu, who was angry that the king did not come in per 
son So the king had to go out and meet them ind give a 
(east To the returning party. When Gen. Yu Hi met the 
king Ue wauled to kiss him, saystig that if was a custom by 
which he showed friendship and a demonstration that the 
oath still held firm between them , but (be king refused the 
oscillatory salute and so the general compromised by patting 
him on the bade. 

Late in this year two dangerous conspiracies were made 
against the government. The first was by Yi Iu-jo a [ormei 
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official living in Kang-wflii Province He hud a goodly f-■!- 
lowing a mo ug the people and made bold to liberate all the 
criminals After tooting several towns he went into camp 
on a mountain top. The government troops however« sur¬ 
rounded him and finally captured him and sent him up to the 
capita! where he was beheaded together wuh his Two sons 
The other attempt was of a different nature Yn Hyo^rtp, 
an exile in Che-ch'nn, a relative of the deposed king's wife, 
decided to work np an insurrection He sent his son up to 
Seoul in disguise to make arrangements with a disloyal en* 
such. Soldiers also came disguised as merchants, bui all 
armed to the teeth. The pahict uras L o be seized on the 
fourth day of the new year As fortune w-mld have it. Hn 
Chilk. a relative of one of the conspirators learned of ilie plot 
in time, but only just in time, to inform the Prime Minister 
So when the attack was made the whole party was seiJU'd anti 
with them Yu Hyo-rtp himself who had come up to Seoul in 
wonia fi h m cl ot h es a rj rj in a woma i i V cb air Being q u e^t i< it ted 

about the affair he testified that he wa* not the prime mover 
in the matter but that ht had been set oil by tiir i]tirrin dow¬ 
ager. who wanted to put the king"!? uncle on the throne. 
That aged and respectable woman indignantly denied any 
knowledge of the plot and as proof of her innuceuee she 
urged thaL the said uncle be pm to death. Ail united in this 
request and it was finally granted,. ihough again * 1 the better 
instincts of the king who believed him innocent We shall 
set later that the king was right. 

The Manchus were still fretful. A letter came post haste 
from the north saying, M We have now sent back many cap¬ 
tives and you agreed to pay fur the rest but when they got 
across the border and were lost to u> we never saw the money. 
Not a year has passed since the Treaty was ratified and yet 
you break it with impunity When She Chinese acted thus 
we retaliated by seizing twenty four of their districts Now 
yuu must send those men straight kick (u us " Among all 
the courtiers there was but one dissenting voice, that of Chang 
Yii. who said, *'The government ts for the peopk and if it 
gives up anv of the peo pic thus, from that hour it ceases to 
be a government. Sooner should we let tin- Manchtis destroy 
the government outright than comply with *uch a demand 
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Tht^i carried the day, and an euvov* was sent north bearing zt 
present of a magnificent swortl. 300 pounds ot ginseng, seven¬ 
ty sable skins, but only five-if the men demanded. The Man* 
qhus were highly pleased and fur gave nil That had b^ci* done 
to displease them. The japans hesriSig of this ag.iin sent 
an envoy saying, "-Those Munchusare a bold tot* The* have 
made a treaty with you but they do not trent you well. Just 
*ay the word and we will come and whip them for you/' 
This frightened the king and he wanted to forward the wa“ 
sage tu the Mane bus but Kim Hin-gitk said, Ai [f you do that 
you will get the Munch ua and the Japmeie to fighting each 
other on Korean soil and we will be the little fish between 
twq whales/' This argument carried the day. 

in the year 1619 the king established a naval station 
on Kvo-dong Island and placed there an admiral to guard 
that island and Kang wli3 from attack from the seaward 
side. Tills was with the expectation that the court might 
again find it nsessafy to seek asylum un the island of Kang- 
wha, 

A Chines getieml, Mo Muif-nyting, had been stationed 
by the Emperor on Ka-do Island near the mouth of the Ynlu. 
to withstand the Manchus, but this man was not loyal to 
China, and had a Leaning himself toward the Manchns, He 
could see that the Marichus were destined to become masters 
of the situation He was very angry when Korea mude a 
treaty with the Mftnchiss for he feared that they would try to 
hurt his reputation with them. When the ManehUs attacked 
the Chinese in the neighboring mainland of Liao-1 Ling he 
never raised a hand in their defense, though it in said, perhaps 
wrongly, that he had an army of 300,000 U) men. On the 
ulher hand be vented his spite against Korea by harrying her 
northern shores and killing many captives on their way home 
from the Manchu territory. The Emperor tried to call him 
10 account for thin but received 11 □ reply Meanwhile this 
Cen. Mo Mun-rtynng styled himself "Son of Heaven beyond 
the Sea/' As he thus showed his hand, the question as to his 
disloyalty was settled* and Geo, WDn Sung*harj catoe from 
China to call him to account, a thing he had pot foreseen 
When Gen, Wflr. approached and called on him to come and 
report to him, be dared not refuse, fearing tltai the troops nti- 
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der him would not be wining Lu aiiack Elixir fellow-connlry- 
men under Gen. VVftu As may he Mirmiscd he lost his head 
awn a> he arrived m the camp of the inter. 

In spite of her mihurv activity Korei was ativthing hut 
&tron g The two leadiujE pTiiei, the Avmiu and Jwjtvhv were 
quarrelling like cit- and dug'* lugcEhcr. There ms une con- 
stnnt succession of banishments ami recalls, as one party nr 
a m1 1 h lt * phtfti t ie d t cm pu m ry con trol oft h e govern men t , Th ere 
was no sort of harmony or miaiiimhy in tile discharge of the 
public business and it hud id look out for itself, while those 
who should have been attending to il were wrangling. There 

won -i high huiior.irv title called Chill-lung* Lind thu Leading 
men qiitirrellrd so much -ver it that the ku\g was aE last com 
lulled to abolish it rsltngetber. And yet in ihe midst of ibis 
strife the king found uppammuy to establish the Mu-hak, a 
hady of 2 w men to act a* swift council It is said the> couki 
cover jcx? ii a day, nr l*x> miles 

The Munch u Gen. Yu HA, of whom we have spoken, was 
originally ^ Chinaman living in Liao-tang, but hpd gone over 
to the Mauchus, The Emperor was furious at tills and offered 
a reward of i h ooo ounces of r-ilvcfand high position to anyone 
who should apprehend him For a time he went under an 
assumed name, ‘but finally with his three brothers be came to 
Gen Mo Mun-nybng whom he knew to be secretly disloyn] 
to China, When Gen, Mo had been executed Gcu. Yu came 
of course under the jurisdiction of Gen- Win Shortly after 
this Gem Yu was killed in a battle but his three brothers decide 
td to rise isp against the loyal Chinaman. In the midst of 
the funeral obsequies of their brother they rose and killed Gen. 
Chin who had been left in charge of the Chinese forces, and 
they tried to kill the Koreans as well, but in this they were 
unsuccessful and shortly afterward were driven out by the 
Korean forces. When the Emperor beard of this he was high¬ 
ly pleased and praised the Koreans. 

The Manchus naturally considered this occupation of 
Ka-do as a menace to them and they sent a force of 20,000 men 
to attack the Chinese, at the same lime demanding; boats of 
the Koreans whereby to transport their troops. This was not 
grained, but the Korun us m order to avoid the effects of a 
too Evident leaning towards l Lie Chinese, gave the Muudiut* 20a 
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bags of rtce. Rul Ihe Chinch did uoi wait for the Munchus 
L-> cross lu (he island They erased to the mainland usd at- 
tacked the Man-hiis unexpectedly, killing 400 usd pulling ttte 
rest to flight 

During tilts year. 1 ft.t 1 . an envoy to Churn, Cli^ng Tu-witn, 
while in Nanking, fell in with an aged Roman Catholic priest 
named Jean Niouk. who engaged tilt aiteTUiun of the envoy 
because of his vtutifabk and Almost saint-tike pLppeiiriijief 
This man was one of; the companions of the celebrated P Ricci. 
From him the envoy received some volumes on science, a pair 
of pistols, 3 telescope and soitie other a nicies The nieiuiuu 
of a camion tis the native records is pfobabh a mHtak-: of .some 
copyist who wrote the word cannon in place of pistol 

The king was told by his officials that the MmichlL* were 
Mire to invade Korea again before long and so the island of 
Kang-wha was well provisioned and armn w-re prep;i red He 
was urged to form h junction with the Cbuies^ on Ka-du Is 
land and make an attack oil lh- M uichus. file fo^Tesses of 
Ch El-sail and Un-mi !□ Pyung-aii Proiiuce were built at 
this time and cvcrv effort was made 10 put ihecoumry in a 
st*ite of defense against thr northern hordes, A ioriretfs was 

built near Eni-ju. which ur-ift the equivalent of a d-dara- 
lion of war against the Manchm Tile result was soon ap¬ 
parent. A Manchta envoy made hia appearance bearing a 
missive which said t li Korea hits seen fit to break her treaty 
with us and she is no longer to be called 'younger brother/ 
but a vassal state. She Shall pay n* annually * tribute of 
io ow ounces nr gold, iujooo ounces of silver. io.ooo*000 
pieces of linen." The king replied that he h id no gold but 
that lie would give some tiger skins These She envoy scorn¬ 
fully refused and returned to the north The king was some¬ 
what disturbed by thi* and ordered an envoy to go to Man- 
churn* with gifts, but they were all relumed mitouched. At 
this the king wa> furious and ordered an envoy to go urad say 
that Korea would never again send tribute nor make peace 
with the Manchus Kim Si-yang expostulated with the king 
and told him that such a message would he suicidal, but he 
was banished ON the Spot. It improbable the message never 
reached the Manchn camp, for we learn that with the opming 
of a Hew rear th« king had *mnv to his i«d sent trib 
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ntv to the rrorlh to iht extent of Woo pieces of silk. Boo pieces 
ui linen. itou pieces of grass doth* 8 lhj pieces of cot to a. &o 
liyer ‘'kins. 300 se-i-oCer skins and #00 quires of heavy 

The Korean territory bed me the asylum fOr several ren¬ 
egade Chmese generals who demanded sustenance^ and what 
between these mid the M-mchus it b-cinie well-nigh im¬ 
possible to keep 01: go<»d term* either with the Emperor or 
with She Munch iis The latter were continually ravaging 
the northern border and were apparently losing alj thvir 
fnniir) feeling of friendship. Tbi-» cannot be wundtred at, 
for the king W'A* openly siding with the Chinese 

In the spring of ifrjfr the king ordered a remcamfretnttit 
of aU She arable Land in t filer three southern provinces It 
seems that the people were thriving and the margin of cul¬ 
tivation was broadening so that a reuieasurement b-emie 
nects&an for a rt-esti unite of the revenue At the.same time 
lie despatched two envoys to ihe Mandiu court at Mukden. 
The Mauchus hud jn^t begun to <iyU? their empire the Oh'ing 
or "clear " And flow for the first time we meet the names 
of the two great Mmichu generals who were destined to play 
such n prominent p:irt in the invasion of Korea They were 
called Vonggyidef and MaburtA These two men came to the 
Valu River and received the king's missive addressed to the 
son of the Ch ing Emperor The two envoys were brought 
into the Manchu Emperor s presence, where they were order¬ 
ed to bow. but refused They were forced to a stooping posi¬ 
tion, but resisted, whereupon they were stripped, beaten and 
driven away. 

The Manchus were oow fully determined to invade 
Korea and bring her to her knees once more fn prepara¬ 
tion for this the two generals above named were seat to Seoul 
sji envoys, but in reality to spy out the land and learn the 
roads The officials almost with one voice urged the king to 
bum the letters brought by these envoys and to kill the meu 
themselves. To show the extent of the infatuation of the 
Koreans it is necessary to subjoin j memorial which teas pre¬ 
senters the king at this time It said "Since I was born 1 
have never heard of twr. emperors How can these wild 
******* rhirn imprri if power * Otic^ before n rebel fr^famng 
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\o Hotiy-rip) carntr with these robbers and the king 

wsl* compelled to fleer te> Kang-wba, II at that time we had 
only cut off the traitor’s bead it would have been to our hon¬ 
or -itid it would have shout like the suu and moon. These 
Manciui robbers are wolves and tigers. How can we think 
of casting off our allegiance to China? All onr troubles have 
arisen because we did cot kill lien- Kang. This news about 
the Mfifichus rends my heart, for. though we live in a dis¬ 
tant corner uf the world, we have manners. From King T'd- 
jo's lime till now Wt have been loyal to the Ming power. 
Now that the northern savages are growing strong and we, 
through fear, are compelled to follow them, we may for a 
time escape harm, but in the end the world will scorn us. 
It Wits a mistake For the government to give those cuvoys a 
polite reception, and now the officials sit still while the king 
is being insulted by outsiders. Our situation U not only 
dangerous, it is pitiable. Here we sit and do nothing to pre- 
veut the enemy entering our territory. 1 see what the 
Manchus want. They know we are weak, and they want to 
hold ut. in their hand and make n boast of us. If they want 
to piny Lit empire win' do they nut do it among themselves 
atid not come to us with it ? They do it so as to be able to 
say that they have Korea in their train. Now let us be 
men and cut off these envoys' heads and put them in n box 
along with their insulting letter and send the whole back to 
their so-called emperor, If the king does uoL like my advice 
Jet him cut off my head and send it. I cannot live to see and 
hear the insults of these savages The peopte of the nolhern 
provinces grind their teeth at them and swear that they can¬ 
not live with them. Today must decide the continued ex¬ 
istence or the destruction tii this kingdom. The king should 
send out a proclamation far and wide for the people to flock 
to the support of the royal banners. Then would we all re¬ 
joice to die. if need be, for our country." This speech b prob¬ 
ably an exact expression of the feeling of the vast majority 
of the officials and people at that time, but most of them had 
the gfund sense to keep still, for such talk was sure to bring 
swift retribution. It is evident the king thought so, for he 
answered this warm appeal by saying. "Vou have spoken 
very well but it is a little permature for us to go to cutting 


KOREAN EIIMiiKV 


9 * 

off the head- of envoys from a neighboring power, we will 
consider the nutlet however " 

The Mancha envoys bad with then* some Mongol soldiers 
to prove to the Koreans that The Mongols bad uctnallv sur¬ 
rendered to tile Manchu power. The envoys asked that these 
be Ire At •■ri w til, but the king had them treated as dnvt-v 
The object ■ the emkissy was nrimiuallc ;■■. attend the funer¬ 
al of the king’s grandmother but the king deceived them by 
sending them to an enclosure in the place where a screen was 
closely drawn around The envoys supposed this was the 
obsequies mid began their genuflections, bin a violent gust 
oi wind bl,w the scresnH over .tint they mw thu th=c had 
been duped. They immediately were seized with fear test 
they be foully dealt with and rushing out they mounted 
their -steeds and fled by way of the South fx.ite Tin-- hoys 
pelted them with stones as they passed. The people knew 
that this was a serious matter nnd messenger after messenger 
wa? sent after the fleeing envoys pleading with them to come 
hack, but of course without avail 

The Prime Minister told the king that war was now in¬ 
evitable and that Jtvvas necessary to call the people to arms 
at mice. The king consented and the pr-jdmnation went 
lorth saying Ten years igy we made a treaty with the.se 
Manclm*. but their nature is su bid ..mi they are so insulting 
that we never before were so ashamed. From the king 
down to the lowest subject all must unite in wiping nut this 
disgrace Thev now claim to ba nil empire cud that we art 
their vassal. Such inaoltftu* caunot l*e borne It may mean 
the overthrow ot our kingdom but we could do no | ts> than 
drive the envoys away All the people saw l hem go. Of 
course it means immediate war and all the people must „ 0w 
come up to their responsibilities and swear to be avenged on 
tiiL- MuuchtlB even ut the cost of lift: itself. “ 

The MfliLchu envoys delayed on Korean soil long enough 
to secure a copy of the proclamation nnd. armed with thi. 
they crossed the bortlm and made their way to the Maiichn 
hfa fl (| uarters 

1,1 Stoul there Were various counsels, f >ne side argued that 
the palace at Kang-whu should be burned so tbul the king’s 
mmd might not turn toward that as an asylum. Other- said 
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that the king should go to F'yung-yaup; and lead the army in 
person We are told that there were njanyomen? of impend¬ 
ing danger at this time. They are o i course fictitious, hut 
they show the bent of the Korean mind. They say that at 
one place large stance moved from place to plate of their own 
accord. In another place ducks Fought on the water and kill¬ 
ed each other. In another place a groat flock of storks eon- 
greguted in one place and made a "'camp/" Outside the South 
Gate there was a great Eight among the frogs. In the south, 
toads came out and hupped about in mid-winter A pond in 
the palace became red like blood In summer the river rose so 
high that it lapped the foundations oi the East Gate, At 
twenty-seven different places in Seoul the laud rose aud fell. 
Such are some of the popular bupersitiliuns. 

The Chinese general in charge of troops on Ka do Island 
sent word to the Emperor ttipC Korea had broken with the 
Mancbus* whereupon the Emperor sent a letter cougrntuhl- 
iug the king .md praising his bold ness, The Chinese envoy 
farther s;iid, T entue to bring the Setter of praise from the 
Emperor bin .it the same rime he recognises the great danger 
in which you lire and he grants permission fur you to conclude 
a peace with them if you so w ish But the king had decid¬ 
ed on the arbitrament of war and this pointed hint was not 
taken. 

The king had now collected au army in P'yGtijj-yang and 
he gave each soldier a present of cotton cloth- The whole 
number ox the army is not given, bm we are told that there 
were 10.234 skillful archers and 700 musketeers. It seems 
that the review did not satisfy all* for one of the leading of¬ 
ficials said, "If we lake this final step and go to war we shall 
nil perish, w it might be well to send an envoy and try to 
parch tip in ft tiers with them/ 1 To this another replied hotly. 
"All the people are bent ou war and arc determined to rid 
themselves of these savages. You are a traitor to ymtf coun¬ 
try to talk of sanding an envoy. You are insulting the king 
You arc over-riding the will of the great majority/ 1 But the 
other answered calmly* “We have no army that can stand be¬ 
fore I hem ;m hour and some fine morning we shall all he found 
dend in bed. There is m> place to lake the ancestral tablets, 
sio my advice is to send generals to i^yung-ypug null have 
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soldiers well drilled. .red nl the ^amt- lime send an envoy to 
Hie Matichns Ln set how They talk. It may be that things may 
be so arranged that we can go along quietly as before. At 
any rate it will give us time to prepare. If worse comes to 
worst aud we have to defend the Valu ivc will do our best, but 
it is evident that if they once cross we will necessarily become 
supplicants." This was too good logic to be withstood and 
yet it was worse than nothing, for it was either just too strong 
or just too weak, and it threw the whole court into a fatal un¬ 
certainty. 

.fu the tenth moon the Munchn general Mnbudft. appear¬ 
ed on the west bank of the Yaiu mid sent word to the prefect 
of Eiii-ju saying. "On the twenty-sixth of the next muon our 
armies are to move on Korea bur tf with in that lime you send 
an envoy we will desist, even though it be at the List moment," 
Gen. Kim Nyu told the king this and urged that the envoy 
be sent, bttl only an interpreter was sent with a letter to the 
Maoclm chief. When the Mandrils saw tins man they said 
"Go back and tell the king that if he does not send his soti 
and the I 1 rime Minister and another high official to perform 
the treaty ceremony before the twenty fifth of the next moon, 
our armies will instantly be put in motion " Yonggoldfl 
brought nut the copy of the proclamation he had brought with 
him from Korea and said, "J.ook at this. It cannot be said 
that it was we who broke the treaty first." A letter was given 
the messenger for Hie king in which was written. "They say 
you are building many forts Is it to block my way to your 
capital * They say voti ;jre building a palace on Ksngwhn to 
find refuge in. When I have taken your eight provinces will 
Kang-wha be of any use to you? Can your con nci Lions over¬ 
come me with a writing-brash?" 

When this ominous letter reached Seoul the king and the 
highest of the officials wanted to make terms with the Man- 
chtis hi once, but they were opposed stoutly by the whole mass 
of the lesser officials. At last however a man was dispatched 
to convey the acceptance by Korea of the Munch* terms ; but 
the fatal day Imd paused, and when the messenger met the 
Manchus advancing upon Eni-jn. he was seized. As war was 
now beyond peradventnre Generals Kim Nyu „»d Kim Cha jOru 
advised that the prefecture! towns along the route that the 
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Manchus would mmu be moved back from the main road 
This was ordered and the prefectures of Etti-ju, FSung-yang 
and Whfliig-Jii were moved from ten to a hundred // back * 
AH the towns along the way were deserted by their fii* 
habitants 

Gen. Kim Cha-jilm forced the people at the point of the 
sword to rebuild the fortress at Chong-Lang Mountain, hut lie 
did not attempt to gvtnrd the Yatu* for he was possessed 
be the the infatuation that the Maiiehns would not come after 
ail, There was a line of hr - signal mountains froiu Eni-jju 
all the way to Seoul but he ordered the fires to lx- lighted only 
as far as hi> quarters, \n case of war, a* it would cause great 
consternation in the capital His criminal incredulity and 
carelessness were so great that when in the twelfth muon the 
double fires gleamed forth along the line from the north tell¬ 
ing of the approich of an invading army, he still iverred that 
it was nothing more nor less than the envoy heralding his re* 
turn. He sent no messages nor warnings to Seoul. He sent 
a messenger north to discover where the Martclius were. This 
mass came running hick and announced that the north was full 
of them. Still the general would not believe jMind wanted to 
kilt the man for deceiving him. The report was however 
confirmed by so many eye-witnesses that he was at last com¬ 
pelled to believr it and sent word to Seoul that the Maurhus 
had come. On the twelfth a letter from the prefect oE Eut^u 
announced in Seoul that the Maiichiis had crossed the river 
140.000 strong. The next day a letter from Lise tardy Kim 
uinnouuccd that the Mauchns had already traversed the pro 
vmce of F^yflng-an. This news was like a thunder-bolt Irani 
a dear sky to the people of the capital They were thrown 
into a panic and are described as having resembled boiling 
water The roads were choked with fugitives from the city. 
The king said K ‘‘Liberate M the captive* and prisoners and 
grant an amnesty to all who have been banished." All pre¬ 
fects who had dot gone to their posts were sent forthwith. 
The king desired to start at once for Kang-wh.i H and he ap¬ 
pointed Kim Kyiing-jetirig to have military control therewith 
Yl Miii'gn as second An aged Minister Ytui Pang together 
with Kim Sang-youg took Che ancestral tablets and went ahead 
to that island Then followed Hie- yiieeu and tbr Fnuceb. 
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special importance, excepting that the State of things kept 
getting worse and worse. It way a time during which the 
country was ripening for the great disturbances of iht fallow* 
mg fear. History shows that when the Korean people are 
treated with anything like a fair degree of justice they arc 
loyal and peaceful So tong as the Korean h called upon to 
pay not more than three or four time* the legal rate of tax lie 
will endure it quiet ty and there will be no talk of seditions 
sects arising ; but the people are well aware that fchev them 
selves form the court of final appeal and when all Other ine±Ti-* 
fail they are not slow to adopt any means of righting their 
wrongs, 

Iti 1893 Korea began to reap what $her had sown in i%i 
and i%2 Having M>wti the wind she began to reap the 
whirlwind. The whole province of P b yfing-an was in a fer¬ 
ment. Insurrections occurred in Knug gye, Soug-ch 4 uu F 
Ilani joiyg ;md iti other parts of the province. But the dif¬ 
ficulty was not confined to the North. The sect called tSie 
Tong-hak which hud arisen in s^6j| began to show its bt^d in 
the south again. Rumors begin to multiply in Seoul that 
they were coming to the capital in great numbers to drive out 
the Japan esc a 11 d ot h er lor eig 0 crs. T h e go ver a m cu t despatch - 
cd O Ynu jting, a civilian, to pacify them and for n Lime quiet 
was preserved, but in March threatening plackards were fas¬ 
tened to foreigners" gates in Seoul inveighing against the 
Christian religion and warning foreigners to leave the coun¬ 
try at once. It was the general Feeling that although serious 
trouble was not Itkelv to occur in £eoul it would he well to be 
in a state of preparedness in case the Tong-hak saw fit [o put 
their words to the test of action. 

At this time the Queen was extremely well-disposed to¬ 
ward that class of female spiritual mediums culled made****, 
and one of them was derated to the rank of Princess. A Ko¬ 
rean, An Hyb-jc« who memorial i^frt the king against such 
practices, was overwhelmed w ith obloquy and was banished 
to the island of Qtieipart. Min Vong-jnn had taken advant¬ 
age of his high position to add private profit to public useful¬ 
ness and loud complaints were heard on all sides Against him 
and against others of the same name. Insurrections of great¬ 
er 01 less degree occurred in different part** of the country 
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and it seemed as if Korea were on she verge of anarcfiv. It 
can hardly be gainsaid that thb state of affairs was the legits- 
mate outcome of prO'Chiuesc agitation and was directly in line 
with ill!memorial custom in China. Nothing could be inter 
than that Korea needed reforming The government found 
it necessary to deal with great severity in some cases. Four 
prefects were taken to the center of the city and publicly 
beaten and I hen banished. Even Min Yung-jun had to go 
through the form of punishment in this public way t for the 
people of the capital were so incensed against him that an in¬ 
surrection seemed imminent unless they were appeased. The 
Songdo people revolted agalast the extortion that was prac¬ 
ticed against them but they were overcome and their ginseng 
was taken away from them by Kim Se-geui, the right hand 
man of Min Vong-jnu. 

Late in the year the Toug-liak made a startling proclama¬ 
tion which they secretly nailed to the jjaLe of the governor's 
yamen in Chfln jti. it called upon all right-minded men to 
join in the march on the capital and the extirpation of the 
foreigners- This seemed more tangible than the former 
rumors and foreign men<of war began to congregate at Chem¬ 
ulpo for the protection of their nationals in Seoul. Hundreds 
ol Japanese left the dly and hurried to Chemulpo for safety. 
A force of Korean infantry marched southward to head off the 
revolutionist 3 hot they were easily defeated and their arms and 
accoutrements feH into the bauds of the enemy. 

It was quite evident that the Korean government was 
without the means or t 3 ir men to cope with such determined 
Opposition. Thin deplorable state of things w** looked upon 
by Japan with sonic uneasiness. Korea seemed t4^ lie coming 
more and more under Chinese inti lienee mid in the same pro¬ 
portion her internal management became more corrupt, japan 
regarded Korea as an independent power and was determined 
to see that Independence upheld.^ This feeling on the port of 
Japan was sharply accentuated when in the spring of 189414 
Korean detective, Hong C hong- \i ¥ succeeded in gaining ihtcon¬ 
fidence nf Kim Qk-kyun who was living at Tokyo03 a politic ' 1 
at refugee. He was induced to accompany his betrayer to 
Shanghai where, in a botch bis betrayer shot him down in 
cold blood. The Chinese government condoned the dastardly 
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Finally thr fc big appointed Sin KeniwOii to guard the capital. 

On Jbe fourteenth the Manchu army entered WJuitg'hfl 
Province nnd almost Immediately the news camv that they 
bad arrived tit Chang-dan oiilv iao // from Seoul, There 
tbt=i caught ihe prefect, cut off bis hair, dressed him in Man- 
chll clothes mid forwi him 10 net ns guide At Tioon the 
next dav 1 he king mid the Crown Prince passed out the 
South G ife on their wav to Kane wha. when suddenly mes¬ 
sengers came liurrvirtg up living that the Manchu horsemen 
hud ulreadv arrived at Yang-wha-jin on the river mid that 
the road to Kang whn was consequently blocked. The king 
and his immediate followers went up into the pavilion above 
iht gate and conferred together The nalivr chronicler says 
that ‘Their faces were white and their voices were like the 
croaking of country frogs. 11 And wd! they might be. Chi 
YA-Uft siivd. "They have come down from the border in five 
days and must be very tired, I will take ^0,men and go 
out and hold them in check until the king can get to Kang- 
whji But Choc Mytlng-gil said. *'We must decide immedi¬ 
ately. for the enemy is at our very doors. We cannot fight 
Them, but I will go out the gate and parley with them and 
meantime the king can escape to Mani-han To this ihe 
king eagerly assented and Ch W took Ten cattle and ten tubs 
of wine and went out to meet the enemy. All the gates on 
ihe south side ol Seoul were dosed and the king and his atutc 
started for the E*M Gate, The crown prince's groom ran 
away nud the prince was compelled to hold the bridle himself 
The people crowded around the royal party so closely that it 
was almost impossible to move, but finally the gate was pass 
ed and the parly hurried forward, \t seven o' dock thai 
night the royal cavalcade entered the welcome gate of Nani- 
hau So rapid had been the pace that only six men in the 
king s retinue remained until they arrived at their destniit- 
lion. The rest arrived some lime before midnight They all 
urged the king to start at day light and reach Kanawha by a 
circuitous route This was determined upon, but a storm of 
sleet and rain came un. which rendered the roads so slippery 
Thai the king was compelled to dismount and walk. It soon 
beciSue evident that Ibis would not do. The king was very 
cold mid the progress was Hopelessly slow. So they placed 
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him in a litter hastily extemporised and brought him back to 
the fortress. It turned out that this was fortunate, for Ihe 
Mandrils land guarded even approach to Kang wha soo.ire- 
fiaLy that the king never would have been able to get through. 
Gen Ch oe. who had gone to parley with the enemy* went 
beyond Use Peking Pass and met Gen Mabudft and said + 
"Wc made a treat v with you some stnee. but aow yon 

come down upon us with this great array. How is tiiis?"* 

The Matichti answered, “"It is not we who have broken the 

■ 

treaty but you. and we have rajuie to learn from the king the 
reason of it.' 1 Gen. ClPots replied, “Well, yon cannot see 
him. He has gone to the fortress uF Nam han," 

Together they entered iseoul and there the Manchu gen- 
era! had Gen Ch'oc send a letter lothe king as follows. The 
M:mehu general Bias corn? to make a treaty with u* p but he 
says we are all afraid of him and that even the king hns fled. 
He says lliat if the king wants to make peace he must send 
hi* non and the prime minister together with the man who 
advised the king lo br^ik the treaty. They demand an iri^ 
mediate answer 11 That night no answer came and MabndA 
charged Gcu. Choc with having deceived him and vvunttd to 
kill him on the mpou but Lhc rest dissuaded him saying "Let 
us go to Nam-ban ourselves/' They made Geo. Ch’oc act 
as guide and soon they stood before that renowned furlress- 
Geu Ch oe went ahead and entered alone The king seised 
his hand and said. "'You are come to save ns." But the gen¬ 
era! said " “The Manchu general was exceedingly angry because 
you did Hot answer my letter last night, so he has now come 
with a third of bis whole lores:, iu order to pacify him we 
cannot bul comply with Ins three conditions." The king im¬ 
plied, P1 You arc deceived by him. Do you think he has come 
alt this way to be satisfied so easily as that ?" 


Chapter VJ|. 

Minch® maps , . Lite garrison of S“*rct*luau n trick - divided coao- 
fels . .the kin^ detenum ts* tv Hgbl il mit . Koreans eager to Alibi 
,, .the gKrrri-ifTti put <m had ratios^ .. _ tern hie raid mtsMige to 
Oie pnMfWfe aieet^Oui ^llie* .. .the kiuy'* Mndne$« the 
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.^Siuiclm fence . .the (jitI refused . .help from the outside .. . HO- 
venture . plenty and want impens] edict the an¬ 
swer , r .a niKht attack relief putty defeated other attempt* 
tes relieve the kiag n cowardly gen end u clever I rick Ko¬ 

rean defeat . .niutiiul recriod nation* a glnrily tTiek ., desper¬ 
ate *tnuU ,. .eoif«pciudetic^ -. .& starving garrison ., .a heroic 
answer . .'king wants to surrender ... Mancha demand* .. light¬ 
ing continued . 

The Munchn stray encamped along the southern side of 
the city from Mo-wha-gwmi to the South Gate aod out side the 
East Gate, and the air resounded w ith the sound of music and 
drums. At first the soldiers committed ttu excesses beyond 
the theft uf .1 few cuttle and an occasional woman, but how 
that it was Learned that the king had run away to Naimhan 
the license became unbounded and men and women were 
killed in large numbers. The royal treasure houses were 
looted and nothing was too sacred to be dragged about the 
streets. That same night a band of the Mnttehus completely 
cncinzled Nam-ban. which must be well-nigh ten miles 
around. 

The king set a strong guard ait about the wall, appoint¬ 
ing Gen Sin Kyting-jiu to guard the East Gale, Gtrn. Ktt 
Rweng the South One, Gen Yi 3 > the North Gate and Gen. 
Yt Si-bilk the West Gate. Generals VYffii Tu-p'ya. Ku In- 
hu, Han Whe-H and Fak Whan went ill about the wait with 
strong bodies of troops, to prevent the entrance of any scal¬ 
ing party. The whole number of troops in the fortress was 
about JCpOQQ, Gen. Nam An-gap held the important position 
of Commissariat Chief. The king's retinue and court con¬ 
sisted of 200 officials, zoo of his relatives, icq clerks, and 
300 servants of different degrees. All these received theif 
salary in rice. Official* of the first and second grades 
were allowed to have three servants and two horses, those of 
the third* fourth and fifth grades cquld have two servants aud 
one horse, while those below these could have but one servant 
and one horse. The commander-10 chief was Gtn, Kim Nyii. 
His nd vice So the king was to scud the crown prince -and the 
prime minister at once and make the best terms possible 
It was decided to deceive the enemy if possible, so Neuag 
Fong-su, a distant relative of the king, assumed the name of 
the king’s younger brother aud Sim Chip assumed the role of 
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crown prince- Together the> sallied uni to try iheir hand on 
the Manchu*. When they came before Mabudtf, that hard* 
headed warrior looked Lheni over, turned them inside out 
and sent them back to the king with I he curt reply that. FS As 
you have been trying to play a trick on US we will now Cots- 
sent to treat with no one whatever except he crown prince 
himself, [f you will send him we will talk with you.” This 
they demanded in spite of She statements of the messengers 
that the crown prince was Still in mourning for his mother. 

When this ultimatum was delivered to the king there 
was a division of opinion. Gen, Kim Nyu and several others 
averred that there was nothing to do but comply with the 
demand* But the king said. "I will die first." Kim Sang* 
hdn took the other side and said, 14 Whoever talks of surren¬ 
dering; so tamely is a traitor 11 On the seventeenth the king 
sent Hung Sd-botig to the Maiichu camp mid said. "I am wilt¬ 
ing to send my second or t?iird son to you but they are all in 
Kaug-wha.* 1 Thev answered as before. *'Wc will <ce no one 
but the crown prince h * When riit crown prince expressed 
his willingness to go, a conrtier ->*icL "We have a good strong 
gprnsan and Aha 11. we uindy surrender and send our future 
king into the clutches of these highwaymen? If he goes I 
*ba!l itrmigle myself with my own bridle ,L Another said. 
hi Let tis fight them. We-are men, not straw manikins " So 
the king made up his mind that it would be war and not sur¬ 
render and he so proclaimed, ,d \Ve shall light tq the bitter 
end. Let no one expect or hope for peace. 1 ' He then des¬ 
patched 3 letter to KimCha jficu in P'yting yang, saying fc We 
are hemmed in here aud uiir forces are small and food scarce, 
but wc have determined to fight it out even though it ends 
the dynasty. So hasten and come to our aid with all the forces 
at your coramaniL '' The next day the gn»rd of the *Corth 
Galt mode a successful sally, returning with six Maucbii 
beads. This excited the soldiers almost to frenzy, and they 
were eager to rush out and engage the besiegers* Cnfort'uu- 
altly all the rice that had been stored at the river fur the 
provisouing of Nam-han had been seized by the Mauchus. 
but the anus and ammunition were safe within the walls. 
The king took advantage of the elation of the soldiers over 
this successful salty to make them a little speech, in which he 
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remarked, "Shall we surrender or fight * ft is lor cou to 
-say." Sim Kwsnig-sti answered grimly fi.tr lhem nil and said 
■■Show us the head of the mm who advised to surrender " 
This referred to Gen. Ch'us Mydng-giJ. but the rest did 
not dare to second the request. From that time the waits 
were guarded with renewed vigilance Day after day the 
smoke of the Mamdtn camps went tip to heaven round about 
the bekagured fortress. On the nineteenth the Wing sacn 
ficed at the tomb of On-jo, the founder of the ancient king¬ 
dom of Hik'je, of which N,im-h;iu was tor manv veyrs the 
capital. On the same day Gen Ku K we tig made a sally from 
the West Gate and took twenty Matichn heads. T-tis again 
excited the garrison almost beyond control. The following 
day a renegade Korean who had gone over to the Ms neb us 
estmi: near the gate and parleyed with the guard, urging that 
the king surrender and mike peace; but when the king heurd 
of it he ordered that if the mail came again he should not be 
met at the gate but that the guard should only talk down at 
him from the lop of the wall 

The matter of provisions was one of pritm- importance, 
and the king called the chief of comiTiissariit and asked him 
how many days' rations there were remaining in the store¬ 
houses. He replied that there w-rc enough provisions to 
last sixty days, hut thnt if great economy were exercised it 
might lust seventy days. Hs siid the horses could have but 
unt measure of beans x dity and the servants must get along 
as best they could, on fcnrley mid aits. Someone suggested 
that sis there were a larg.- number of p-nple present who held 
no important position, the king ought not i« foel obliged to 
*nppuri them, but the king vetoed this by saving. They 
rume Here trusting ir, me and now shall l deprive them nf 
fisid ? No. we will all eat or go hungry together." The 
weather was very cold and the m-u exposed upon the wall 
suffered severely. Their cheeks, h-ing frost-bitten, cracked 
open i«t a very painful minuer In view uf this the king 
order«l that night guards be dispensed with mid that no old 

" r feeble men should be put on picket duly in these exposed 
pu*uii>n& 

The king again -eni out a letter to the governor* of the 
different provinces saying, "We are here hemmed in . utlr llft . 
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hnugs hy a Eli read Led nil toy a 3 tiici? rally to our support, 
and march figaist the besieging force Pi To Kim Cha-jQm he 
wrote. "Fur seven days wr have now been mini tired and we 
have comic to the brink of tie*(ruction Come immediately to 
our aid ,B 

On I Ue twenty-first there were two simultaneous sallies* 
from the Hast and West Gates respectively* and each resulted 
in the securing id a few trophies. For the eucouragemcrit of 
the *nldrer* Kim Sin-guk suggested that a schedule of rates 
be united offering prizes for Munch u heads, The king's 
intentiun not to surrender was still unshaken, for when a 
courtier memorialized hnu urging surrender he burned the 
document in anger. Qii the twenty-second a Manchu mes¬ 
senger rode up to the gale and asked if the king were ready 
to surrender yet, The answer came in Che shape of fierce 
saJlte^ on the South and lias: side* in which forty heads were 
taken and in which Gem Yi Chnwfin. with an iron club, killed 
two mounted generals. The Soldier* were so elated by these 
siiccesnes, which ol course could make no difference in (he 
strength of the besieging force, thai tin the following day they 
made ^multa neons attacks uti several ^idcs, in each of which 
the Korean^ had --ome advantage. The Koreans lost bui 
twenty ineu while the Maiicbu loss was much greater As 
the Mu fichus carried their dead from the field* however, the 
exact amount of (heir loss is nut known. The king celebrated 
(he victory by making a circuit of (he wall. The next day 
was wet and fuggy and the cold was even harder to endure 
than when the weather was dear. Both the king and the 
crown prince came out in the ruin to encourage the soldiers 
and they and many of the otlrciuts gave mats and blankets 
ayd the mud guards of their saddles to help the soldiers to 
keep dry. The inmate* Of Bmij-heutig Monastery, inside the 
fortress. presented the king with forty quires of paper* and 
several bags of vegetables, but the king distributed them all 
among the soldiers. Other monks presented three large bowls 
of hurley h for which the kin^ (hanked them and gave presents 
in return, 

Oil the twenty-fifth the Manchus completed a wattle 
fence completely encircling the fortress It wax thirty miles 
luuig and twice the height of a nun. Some idea cart Ik; form- 
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ed of the numbers in the Manchu army when we know (hut 
Ibis was com pit ted in §evcfi days Every eighty paces 0 bell 
was attached in such a way that if anyone attempted to break 
through, warning would be given to the ^minds, 

There were those outside who sincerely desired to give 
succor to the king and the court* Gen Kvrita Chfing-gil, of 
WQnju, gathered a small force and cauipcd on KGm-dau moun¬ 
tain in plain sight of Nani-hau, and the king wa& greatly en¬ 
couraged, hoping that the Koreans were rallying to his sup¬ 
port, When thU loyal band attacked the Mauchus they were 
immediately overwhelmed and cut to pieces* 

The Mancbus caught every Korean they could lay bauds 
on. The more vigorous of these they forced into their rank^.. 
the old men were made hewers of wood and drawers of water* 
the young Wooten were made concubines and the older wo¬ 
men were compelled to cook and wash. 

On the twenty-eighth the king sent a present of a bullock 
and ten bottles of wine to tile Manchu headquarters, but re¬ 
ceived the reply. "Heaven has given nsall Kore.i and wr have 
no need of these things. Take them hack to your starving 
sold iers/' 

Chong Se^gyu. the governor of CtTong-ch'Diig Province, 
was consumed with grief 011 hearing that the king was reduc¬ 
ed to two side-dishes with his rice : so he gave a monk two 
pheasants and told him to effect an entrance In some way or 
Other and give them to the king* The governor himself came 
with a handful of men to Ms-htiii-qh a fio + only forty ft from 
the beleaguered fortress, and there h* was attacked in the 
rear by the enemy. His whole force m annihilated, though 
he himself escaped by leaping into a deep gorge, intending to 
commit suicfde, Hut the fab was not fatal. Nam Yatig. also, 
the prefect of Ymi-gye. wanted todo what he could, and when 
he learned uf the distress of the king, he arose even on bis 
wedding night and started for the seal of war His little 
force war surrounded mid he was ordered to surrender, and 
Ihtn it was that he made that memorable reply, "You cun con¬ 
quer my neck but never my knees / 1 Hb tongue was cat 
out and his body whs disiDcmbereeL 

Gen. Kim Nyu had (he Wei that th c Manchii force \ra* 
wwk«L oil the *mtb and that if 3 sudden, determined muck 
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were made the line might be broken through Soon the 
twenty-ninth he culled all the generals and gave his orders. 
They all disagreed with htm and considered the project hope¬ 
less. hut would not show iiiMibord ination* A considerable 
body* therefore, emerged from the-South Gate, hastened down 
the valley Hgainsl the surrounding hue of beseigers, These 
men had no faith in the plan, however, and were prevented 
From titling back only by the sword of Gen, Kim Nyu which 
he used on a few as a warning to the real, Gen. Sin said, 
‘‘This is acini*] suicidt, Let me teke my company and go out 
here and show yqn at the Cost of my life that this cannot be 
done." He pushed rapidly forward and was soon surrounded 
by tht Mam: bus who had lain concealed in a bend of the hills, 
and tie and his men were all citl down. When the ammuni¬ 
tion of his men was gone they clubbed their muskets and 
fought to the bitter end. Two hundred Koreans fell in this 
rash adventure and Gen Kim returned crest-fallen and 
ashamed. Having no excuse, he tried to lay the blame mi 
others, claiming tliut they did not support him properly- He 
also told the king tbnt only forty men had been killed. 

Sins KcnhivRfi who had been left as guardian of Seoul 
sent a letter io the kmg saying that he had made a fierce at¬ 
tack on the Matichus encamped at A o+gA outside lbe West 
Gate, hut the king afterwards learned that this was false and 
that Sim had fled incontinently from before the face of the 
lot. 

When the last day of the year 1636 arrived it found the 
relative position of the Koreans and Matichus as follows! The 
Manehu camps ivere filled with plunder and with women 
which the soldier* had captured ; but what of the children f 
These the soldiery did not want, and so they were killed and 
their bodies thrown outside the camps. There they lay in 
piles and a pestilence was prevented only by the intense cold 
of winter. In Nam-lmi the greatest distress prevailed. The 
provisions had uqi held out as had b-ien hoped Food was all but 
exhausted and hordes and cattle were dying of starvation. The 
king slept in his ordinary clothes, for he had given all his 
blankets to the soldiers. All he had to eat with his nee was 
the leg or wing of a chicken On th it last day of the year 
some magpies gathered and began building it nest tu a tree near 
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the king's quarters, This was hailed as a hopeful omen. It 
rhows to what straits the garrison was reduced that it should 
Imre pinned its faith to this childish superstition. It was the 
sole subject of conversation for some time, but it did the caged 
Korean king ini good 

The next day was new years day of 1637 and the king 
sent Kim Sin-guk and Vi Kydng-jik to the Manchu comp To 
offer the compliments of the season. They were there in¬ 
formed that the emperor's sou had arrived and had Inspected 
The army and the forts Consequently on the fallowing day 
Hong S-Vbtmg. Kim Sin-guk and Vi Kyfmg-jik hastened to 
his headquarters and were met, not by the emperors son hut 
by p. general who said. M You hwve called us slaves and thieves 
bin our course has been straight Lind consistent throughout-” 
He then laid before them an edict of the emperor written on 
yellow paper. Lind whey were ordered to 1m>w befort it Its 
contents were 13s follows 

**Tlie greLit. the good, the wise, the kind Emperor to the 
king of Korcrj _\s you preferred allegiance toLhe Ming Em¬ 
peror rather than to ns and, not content with throwing us 
over, despised and insulted us, you now have 411 opportunity 
to "te the fruits of your choice. Of a truth you acted wicked¬ 
ly in breaking your oath, in throwing off the tfritichu yoke 
and in offering ns armed opposition. I Sieve now l-rought an 
immense army and have surrounded your eight provinces 
How can you longer hope to render assistance to your 1 "father, P ‘ 
the Ming Emperor f The Mings are now hung up by the 
hue Is* as it were/ J 

On the next day the king sent his answer couched in the 
following terms . ""The great, the glorious, the righteous 
Empemr. The little country has indeed -sinned against the 
great one and has drawn upon herself this trouble which lies 
hard by the door of destruction. We have long wanted to 
write thus but we have been so surrounded and he aimed in 
that it seemed welLnigh impossible Lu gel -t letter through 
the lines ; but now that the Emperor s son himself has come, 
we rejoice, and yet w r e tremble. The Ming Emperor is no 
longer our suzerain. In this wc have completely reformed. 
The pvoplc 011 the border have acted badly in ill-treating the 
Manchu envoys. We are truly oh the brink of destruction 
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□tid Rt' con fe^s sill our sin. Tt is tor ns to confer ynd for the 
Emperor tu forgive, From this dav forth we wash from mir 
uiiiid all other thought of allegiance and enter upon a new 
tine of eon duct, If the Emperor will not forgive, we can only 
bow the head and die/ p 

W hen I hi* abject document was read before the court, 
before sending it, soOic thought it too bumble, hut the leaders 
said it was the only course left : so it was forwarded to the 
Mandiii camp. Answer was returned that the Emperor" s 
son had not yet arrived but that when he crime Ire would re¬ 
ply fStmnge to ftuy no truce was made and the Mauchu *ol- 
diers. fearing perhaps that a truer might rob them of the 
pleasure of scaling those wails that hod defied ibtiti so lung, 
approached She wall that very night and with scaling ladders 
11 considerable number effected an entrance. But they bud 
underestimated the determination and courage of ihe defend¬ 
ers, arid those who got in were quickly dispersed by Gen Vi 
Si-bak. Many Mauchus fell in this disrate assault. Almost 
at the same hour a similar attack was made cut the- -inixh side 
bin there also the Mimchus were check-mated by the watchful 
guard. 

And now a diversion occurred. General* HO Wan niid 
Min Y&ng from the provinces approached with a force of 40*- 
ooo men and seriously threatened the Mauchu flank They 
w h ere stationed on two opposite hills with Hue of sharp¬ 
shooters between. In the fight which ensued the Korean* 
held their ground gallantly and at first even made the invad¬ 
ers retreat ; but this exhausted their ammunition and when 
the enemy reformed his lines and came ou sgaiti to the attack 
there was nothing to do but retreat. The retreat became a 
rout and Large numbers of Koreans were cut down, including 
Gen, H 6 Wart* The other part of the army under Geo. Min 
Y^ng held out a little longer but an unfortunate accident oc* 
curred which threw his troops mi to confusion. A large ouan- 
Lily of powder which was being paid out to the soldier* sud¬ 
denly exploded killing a large number of men and depriving 
the rest of means for continuing the fight- So they met the 
same fate as the others. Those that the Munehus killed they 
stripped and burned but many fugitives likewise died oF ex¬ 
posure and fatigue 
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Gen. Sim Yuti had been fortifying ChuryHng I Pass! but 
when he heard of the rovii of the 40*000 men he took fright 
and retreated precipitately. telling all he met that there whs 
no Mf^e in attempting to do anyt hing, Gen. Kun Gtiiin-yoiij*. 
however, had more perseverance and came mid encamped 
twenty miles from Nam-Han. occupying n position that was 
specially annoying to the enemy. A fight was the result* in 
which the Koreans were at first successful, but during the 
night the Mntichus were reinforced and cannon were brought 
T« bear upon the Koreans. AH the next day the Koreans 
fought desperately. Night put an ei;d to the battle and the 
Koreans finding that all thdr ammunition was gone, silently 
separated.burning all bridge* as they went. 

The admiral oi Chfibla Province desired to fender Hid to 
the king and so getting together u little fl^et of boats he came 
north to Kang-wha and joined the royal Force* there. The 
governor of Kaug-wOn Province .excused himself from taking 
active part in the relief of Nam-hurt on the score ol scarcity 
of food. For this he was afterward banished. 

Singular events were happening in the north where 
Gem Vang Kciin lay with a considerable force a short dis¬ 
tance north of Seoul He was however a coward and dared 
not move hand or foot. Two other generals felt that they 
might get into trouble if they did do not something, and they 
had the happy thought that they ought to report to their 
superior, Gera, Yang Keun, for they knew he would do no 
thing, and thus t .ey would be safe, for their responsibility 
would cease. So they went to him and urged him to advance 
agHiu&t the Munchus, Em he declined to do so, and even 
gave theta a written statement to that effect, Ar(lied with 
that cbev felt quite safe. So there they lay a month till they 
heard at Iasi nf the fall of Nam-han. 

Of another stamp was Gen. Yu Rim. He was on the 
rotd between Seoul and P^flng-yang and, bring attacked by 
the Manchus, he and bis little hand defended themselves 
with such good effect chat the Manchu camp resounded all 
night with wailings lor their dead. The Korean*, finding 
that their ammunition was almost exhausted, then panned 
an ingenious retreat. Loading their muskets they tied them 
to trees, attached fuses of different lengths and Lbeu silent- 
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ty retreated. The guns kept going off all night add so the 
enemy knew nothing of the retreat until it was discovered in 
the morning. 

Another effort that was made about this tittle was that of 
Generals Kim Cha-jiim and Y^k-daE who had a following of 
some 7.000 men. Starting from the north they came dow n to 
tE;e vicinity of Song-do Unfortunately they had no scouts 
out and suddenly falling in with a Mauchu force in the uar* 
row passage a few mile* beyond Song-do, they were thrown 
into a panic and it is said that 5.000 men were killed, though 
it seems almost incredible that only 2,000 men survived out of 
7,000 Gen, Kim escaped by scaling the steep mountain side 
but his second was caught and bound. The two thousand 
survivors rallied and attacked the Mauchus with such fury 
that they were forced hack and the captured general was res¬ 
cued, Gen. Kim Cha-jrim then made his way to where Gen. 
Yang Keuti was idling away his time, and together they 
awaited the surrender of the king. We tuay anticipate a few 
months and say that after peace was made these two gen¬ 
eral* were banished to distant places for their criminal 
coward ice, 

Gen. Sin Kvong-wan, stationed at Gug-jin in Whang-h* 
Province, was surrounded by the enemy, but the place was 
so difficult of approach, owing to Else roughness of the ground, 
that they could not reduce it; so, hoping to draw out the gar¬ 
rison they feigned retreat, Gen, Sin was not to be caught 
thus, and sent out one of bis lieutenants 1 q reconnoitre. 
That man happened to be just recovering from a wound, and 
no he did not go far. but spent the night in a neighboring 
snn. He came back in the morning and reported the enemy 
gone. Gen. Sin then led out his troop*, to take them to ike 
vicinity of Seoul; but the Manchus, who were lying conceal¬ 
ed in the vicinity, rushed out upon him and captured him. 
He was released only after peace had beet* declared, 

At Nam hau a severe mental struggle was going on. 
They well knew that surrender and humiliation were inevit¬ 
able but their pride revolted at the thought, nod each tried 
to throw the blame on the other. This may be illustrated by 
u single case which will show how mutual recriminations 
were being made in the very presence of the siege-weary 
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king Yu Pik-jeung n leni or i allied the kmg sn these words ■ 
*'Gen + Kim Nyu who holds the rank of General-iii-chid is 11 
man of no military skills a man of jealous*, vindictive tem¬ 
perament and his house is full of brilies. When the king 
cauie to Nam-h«n it was almost without retinue, but he, for¬ 
sooth, must bring sixty horsemen at his back. And the fe¬ 
males oi his household canur m litters He it was who urged 
the k\nx to give up the erowu prince to the tender mercies 
of the Manchu wolves lit it was who compassed the humil¬ 
iation of the king by advising him to send that self-effacing 
letter which, though so humble, was rejected. This is ail the 
work of Kim Xyn.'" Here as elsewhere we see that personal 
spit* has nkvay been the rock on which the interests of Korea 
have been wrecked 

Tilt emperor knew that he had l\it: king secure, and he 
determined to delay the ratification of a treaty until his cap¬ 
tive was reduced to the last crust, in order to brand upon the 
memory of all Koreans the indubitable fact of their vassalage 
and to teach them a lesson that they should never forget. 
And so the days slipped by 

On the sixth of the moon Korean messengers succeeded 
in gettjug through ihe Manchu lines and brought the king 
haters from his two sons on the island of Kang-Wia. but the 
Manchns were aware of this and redoubted their diligence m 
guarding the approaches, and so the king was completely cut 
off from the outside. A few .lays later i costly joke was 
played by the Korean Gen. Kim On yun He led a Hina]I 
party outside the West Gate atid soon returned with two 
heads, The king praised him .uid gave him presents of ^ilk. 
The heads were raised on pikes, but behold, no blood came 
from them A soldier in the ranks cried out, 'Why i* tuv 
brother killed twice?'" The truth is that the General had be- 
headed two corpses of Koreans whereby to obtain praise and 
favor from the king The king replaced the heads by those 
of the general and bis second. 

On the twelfth the king's emissaries went into the Man- 
chu camp bearing a letter From the ktng. They were told 
that a gresu Mnischu general wms about to arrive and thftt 
L]iey must conic again the next day. The people in Nam-haU 
were m desperate strait*. All who had advocated continued 
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resistance now urged surrender* excepting Kfan Sang-hiin and 
Chung On, who said. "Not tilt every soldier is dead* and all kht 
common people a* well wHI it be feline to think of giving in." 

The next day the messenger* presented themselves in 
the Maiichu camp a* ordered. Thu general who received them 
siiicL + Vou broke your former treaty with u&. Are yon pre¬ 
pared to keep it if we make another T k The messengers beat 
upon their breast* and cried, +i Lt was our fault and not the 
fault of the king. We are willing to prove this with our 
Eiyes ,fc But why do yon tint come out and figlii?" ’'We 
arc an insignificant power and how can we hope lo cope with 
yon ?' ■ was the humble reply. The Manchu then broke the 
seal of tlit kmg^ letter and read, F When we signed the for¬ 
mer treat v you were the elder brother and we the younger 
brother When n younger brother doe* svroug U is fur the 
order brother to correct hni t bul if it is done too severely .1 
principle of righteousnesses is broken* and the Supreme Being 
will be offended We are dweller* in a comer of the sea* 
\Ve know nothing but books. We are no warriors We are 
weak and must bow before superior force. £0 we accept the 
clemency of the Manchus. and we Jtre now vassals and you 
nre our suzerain* When the Japanese invaded our laud and 
we were on the verge of destruction. China sent her hosts and 
saved us Our gratitude to them lives in the very fiber of 
our bones. Even at the risk of incurring your auger we 
could not bcitr 10 cast them off* If now the Miuchu power 
shows us kindness and goes back across the Yalti t our 
gratitude toward them will be the same. We have been a 
long time imprisoned here and we art tired and crumped. 
If you consent to overlook our fault* we will engage to treat 
the Munchu power rightly. These veiittnients ate engraved 
on our very hearts and we surrender ouselves to the clemency 
of the Munchu emperor. 

Fwd was now practically gone. The officials themselves 
were pul on half rations and even the king's daily supply 
was diminished by out third. At the very most there was 
enough to last but twenty days more* At this time the Man- 
eh us burned the buildings in connection with the royal tombs 
outside the east Gate, ruid also those near Namhtm. The 
smoke of the burning went up to heaven. Tb tsfc acts of 


ii 4 


KOREAN HISTORY. 


vandalism must have been a bitter drop in the ctip thnT was 
being put to the ting's lips. On the sixteenth Hong So-bong 
again went to the Mancha camp and asked why uo answer 
was sent. The truth is that the Mattel) us had determined to 
first send and reduce the Island of Rung wha. They answer¬ 
ed, “Gen. Kong Vii-dQk has gone with 70,000 men tn take 
Kang-wha. We must wait till he returns," The next day 
they sent the king ae insulting letter saying. "Why do you 
not come ont and fight? We thought we would gel at least 
a little fight out of you. Have not your soldiers lea rued to 
load and fire 3 China is your good friend : why does she not 
send and help von? Now von are starving and vet vou hove 
the impudence to talk about righteousness. Heaven helps the 
good and punishes the evil Those who trust its wtnid, 
those who oppose we decapitate As we have become your 
enemies you see m here in force. If yon will cume back to 
yrnit allegiance we will treat yon as a brother. If yon wish 
to live, come out and surrender , if von will come out and 
fight so much the better. Heaven will decide between us." 
This received from the Koreans, starving though they were, 
the following memorable reply, "We will die and rot here hi 
our lottfess before we will surrender thus. Then there will 
be no one to answer your insulting summons." 

On the eighteenth a M pinch n general came near the South 
Gate and demanded that the king should come out and sur¬ 
render or else come oul and fight The king thereupon sent 
a tetter to the Manclm headquarters saying that he wanted to 
cutne out a itrl surrender but that he did not dare todoso while 
the Mancha soldiers were prowling about the wall. As the 
king handed this lettei to the messenger Kim Sang hrm snatch¬ 
ed it from the messenger s hand and tore it iti fragments 
saving, "How can you bear l» send such a letter Heaven 
will Mill favor us if we .ire patient, bm if we send this we are 
truly undone " Then followed a scene in which the courtiers 
Almost came to blows. Ch’oe Myihig-gil took the fragments 
of the tetter and pasted them together and the next day m 
company with another gette u) took it to the Mandrils They 
were met with the gruff reply, "We do not want your letters. 
Ur want your king to come out and surrender." That night 
1h t Maud ms scaled the wall on the eastsWe B nd a great panic 
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followed, but Get*. Yi Ketii-ch'tifc T with a body of picked men 
succeeded in driving back the enemy. On the twentieth an 
answer was received from the eiwpeTor who said, “The 
reason why we demand that you come out and surrender is that 
we may hare a visible proof of your sincerity. If we depart 
now leaving you still king of Korea all will be well. Why 
should I deceive you since T am conquering the whole world 
besides? Need I use guile? I desire to punish only those who 
advised you to cleave to China and prove untrue to us. Be¬ 
fore surrendering you must send those men bound to rue. I 
shall kill them but the rest of you will be sale. One thing is 
certain. 1 will read tio more of you r Letters. 1F When the king 
saw* this he cried. "*1 cannot send those men bound to him," 
In spite of the ominous dosing words of the emperor's letter 
the king again wrote saying, “Korea to the worshipful, glori¬ 
ous, puissant, merciful emperor, greeting. We arc narrow 
and provincial people and very deficient in manner* but the 
contrast between our present mental attitude and that of a 
few months ago ifr surprising. Among pur councillor* some 
argued one way and some argued m other but now starvation 
has brought us all to the same point and we know that we 
must become subjects of the Manchu power But since the 
days of SilU there has never been seen such a thing as a king 
going out from bis fortress to surrender. We cannot do it in 
that way. If you insist upon It you will soon have nothing 
left but a fortress full of dead, I have signified my willing¬ 
ness to surrender but if I should go out to you the people 
would never again recognize me as king and anarchy will re- 
suit* I Long ago banished the mew who opposed the making 
of peace with the Manchtts, so 1 cannot send them to you, but 
the emperor must now be gracious and forgive our mistake." 
When the Manchti general was about to send this scornfully 
back Yi Hung-ju tolrl him that il was written by the officials 
and that nothing more was possible ; and that if anyone sug* 
gested to the king the advisability of coming out it would 
mean instant death. But the Mancbu drove them away in a 
rage. One official named Clvhig On violently opposed all these 
attempts at securing a cessation of hostilities and said it would 

be better to sit there and rot than N> TOrreuder. He urged 
that the fighting be continued. 
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Chapter VIU, 

The mi KortE’Whn , irtiraing the terry . . ihe'Princt** hSameR 

xht cottitmu'jdcr.„, .^miti ■avial t , crt«^piirpowf^ MnncUu rafv* 

Manchua ^Lti a footing on Ksn% wtia .Gtfl, Kit«% flight 
Komti* umbered * ,r<*vs4 captives . -miftiifo .*JiE:e$uiri tablet* 

liiationorel I tut yf ike* dernt ■frptii Kati^-wha to S'.aiii-hiir: .,. 

fierce atuselc# . b^htirilrneTit . P .tht km% JearnR. of the fait of 
K^e^wlm ■ . Maurhu victim* Armn^cmcn^ for the sur- 

render tii^ Mandnt condition* _,itir kLnjs come* mu or Nmeti- 
bu ^ .tbe ccrenionv .. dis^rac^ftil scramble , rr the king enlem 
Semil . . condition of tile capital .Man chit army retires 

priced captive , . kinjj and Crown Vrinc* part „ .rewards Htiri pnti- 
Uhltlrnt* ,,ibe i*!imd of Kcwlp tak^n isn i: r.’-e'i fi act. 

U’c imiHt leave tilt king and hi*, court, hieing siqrvatioii 
tin the one hand and the dfcep humiliation of iiirf'.mltr on the 
other, and see how it fared with the people on Kang-wha. 
'Fitts island; had earned the r-put it ion of h>mg uu or eg liable, 
because of the failure of the Mongols to take it when the king 
of Koryo found refuge there, Kim Ky Ortg-jetiNg was the 
commander of the gurri»on there and Im Jn-gn was second in 
com i mi ml. Chang Sin had charge of the naval defenses. 
When the king sent the Crown Princess, the royal eon- 
cii bines, the second and third princes and the aged octets Is 
and their wives to Kaug-wha a few* days before his Right to 
Nani-hmi they were tinder the escort of Gen. Kim Kythig- 
jeutig, who was also taking his wile and mother to the same 
place for safety. It was a long cavalcade, stretching miles 
along the ruad. Arriving at the ferry which ra*. to take the 
party across the narrow channel to the island, Gen Kim de¬ 
liberately began bv filling the boats with the members of his 
own family and fifty horse-loads of furniture which they had 
brought along, und The Princess and the other ruval fugitives 
bad to wait. For two whole days the Grown Princess was 
obliged to stay on the farther side in imminent danger of stu- 
ure by the Munch us. At last she summoned Geo. Kim and 
paid. “Are uqi thes;- bints the property of the king 1 Why 
third do you Use them otilv for your relatives and fri-nds while 
"’ e 1>«I* in danger i‘ m As there was no possible excuse 
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For his conduct he was obliged to accede to the demand, but 
only just in time: for* though there were thousands of people 
still waiting to cross. -t foraging band of Manchu^ arrived on 
the scene and the terrified multitude rushed headlong into the 
water, leaves driven by Lhe wiud.' h and multitudes were 

drowned* Large store of government ric-s was tying at Kuiv 
p'o and Tongjin. and as the ManCbU* had not as yet dis¬ 
covered it. Gen. Kim was able to gel it across to the island ; 
but no one excepting the members of bis own family and fol¬ 
lowing were allowed to have any part of it, He had such 
faith m the impregnability of Knng-wha thnt he set no guards 
and spent his iims in feasting and playing chess iMtice 
Poiig im suggested Hut i p . would b: w^ll to Lgjs] look- 

out. but the general replied sharply, *'Who is in command of 
ibis place, yon nr l? hm This Gen. Kim was the son of Gen. 
Kim NVit who had charge of the defence of Maii^han and be¬ 
tween them they managed things about as they pleased. There 
was a running lire of dispute between Gcu Kimand the other 
leaders 011 Kang wha arid Anything but good order and con¬ 
certed action prevailed among the forces for the defence 
of the people there. The Mtnchus, although without bojts, 
had no intention to leave the island on taken, and so they 
pulled down houses far and near and made rafts with the 
timbers. 

As it was in the dead oF winter there was much ice on 
either bank of the estuary, and ns the tide rises some thirty 
feet there the crossing was a difficult feat, even though the 
actual distance was small. ^oou the message came from the 
ferry guard:- that the Maitchus had finished their raft*- ntid 
would soon be attempting the passage, Gen. Kim cal ted them 
fools fur thinking the Munch its would dare to cross in the face 
of such obstacles, but when it was announced that they had 
actually embarked in their improvised craft ht bestirred him- 
sdf. He sent a Force under Yuu Siu-ji to guard the upper 
Ferry, Yu CbGrjg-nyang took charge of the middle ferry, Yu 
SBng-jettng guarded the lower ferry and Vi Hyiing wa~. nn 
guard at Ma-ri san« still lower down. Geu. Kmi stationed 
himself at the middle ferry. There was a great lack of anus, 
but as there were plentv in Hit Kang-wha arsenal the soldiers 
demanded them : but Geu, Kim refused- It was the intention 
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of the Manchus to cross under fire of certain huge cat:non 
which they had planted on the opposite bank. When the shot 
frtim these began kicking up the dust about Gen. Kim lie 
found he was urgently needed elsewhere atid was hardly re¬ 
strained by the indignant outcry of his lieutenants. The 
Mattel)us were then seen boarding their strange era Ft and in 
the eery fore from came a raft with seventeen men who held 
shields in one hand while they paddled with the other. Admiral 
(Jhuug Sin was lower down with a fleet of boats and he made 
desperate efforts to come to the place where this crossing was 
taking place, but the tide which runs there like a mill-race 
was against him and he could make no headway at all. He 
simply stood in Ins boat and beat his breast with anger and 
chagrin. Kang Sin-suk was farther up the estuary with other 
boats and he hastened to mine down ; but it was too late. The 
first raft full of Manchus had gained a foothold on the island. 
The Koreans found their powder wei and the arrows exhaust¬ 
ed. As a consequence the whole tores, numbering about two 
hundred men. turned and fled before seventeen Manchus. 
These men paced up and down the short waiting for reinforce¬ 
ments, for which they had signalled. Gen, Kim had already 
tied in a small Ijoat. which ft naily landed him far down the 
coast. Then the whole Mauchu army made its way across, 
Gome oh rafts and iome in boats which were sent from the is¬ 
land. The Grown Princess wanted tu make her escape with 
her little two year old boy, but the Manchu soldiers at the 
gate of the fortress would not let her come out. She then 
gave the boy to Kim In and he managed to get through the 
line* and escape to the main land with the child, which he 
took to Tang-jin in Ch’ung-ch Sag Province. The Princess 
attempted suicide with a knife bat did not succeed. The 
Manchus called out to Minister Yuo Pang and said, “We 
will occupy the right side of the fortress and you and the royal 
personages and other persons of high degree cun occupy the 
Other side." They then took all the common people outside 
the tforth Gate of the fortress and set them in bug lines. 
These people were ali wondering what was about to happen, 
when out came a standard bearer carrying a red flag and be¬ 
hind him came a soldier with a bared sword. Walking along 
the lints they cut down every otic of these innocent, uuoffeud- 
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ing people. The Manchiis issued passes to the Korea us in 
the fortress and no one could go in or out without showing his 
credentials. All the people living in the vicinity who did not 
run away were massacred. 

Having thoroughly subdued the island, the next move of 
the victors was to rejoin the main army encamped before 
Nam-bun. As a preparatory measure they burned all the 
government buildings on the island and put to death all the 
people they could fin I, that had not already perished. Then 
taking the Crown Princess aud her retinue, and all the of¬ 
ficials, they crossed the ferry and marched toward Nain-hau. 
The Princess was treated with all deference, as befitted her 
exalted station. As the company was about to leave the 
fortress oE Kang-wha on their way to Nam-han, the aged 
Minister Kim Sang-youg was so deeply moved that he deter¬ 
mined to end his life. He entered the pavilion above the 
South Gale where he found a box containing powder. Yun 
Pang also accompanied him. saying thit he too was weary of 
life, hut Minister Kim said to him, "Yon are in charge of the 
ancestral tablets, you must not prove recreant to that sacred 
trust" So Yun Pang sadly went about that task. Divesting 
himself of bis outer garments the Minister gave them to an. 
attendant and told him to btiry them in place of his body. 
Then lighting his pipe with flint and steel he thrust it into 
the box of powder. The explosion which followed blew the 
whole gate to fragments and Minister Kim Sang-yong and 
Kim Ik-kyflra and KwBa Sun-jang and the minister's little 
grandson, thirteen years old, Were blown to atoms. lu order 
to convey the ancestral tablets in safety to Nam-han, Yun 
Pang pul them in a bag. but the Munch us, who did not care 
to be burdened with such impediments, threw the whole thing 
into a ditch. Yun recovered them and cleaned them off as well 
as he could, and managed to cany them along. Perhaps it 
was only because the Munchns wished to show an indignity 
toward these most sacred of all the royal treasures. The 
following are the names of the most noted men kilted in the 
taking of Kang-wha, Sim Hyfin, Yi Sang-gil, Yi Si-jik. 
Song Si'hyling, Ynn Ch 3 n, Chong Plk-hyUng, Kim Su-nam. 
Kang Wi-bing, Yi Ton-o, Yi Ka-sang. and the following 
ladles of rank were killed: The wives of Sim PyOn, Yttn Sflu- 
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g& f Yi Sang-gyu. Han O s-iog, Kw 5 n Stm-jang. Yi Ton o, 
Hong Myfin^-il and the mother of Kim KyBag-jeuug, These 
people died, some by the sword, some by strangling and some 
fay drowning. There were darker crimes than murder too, 
for the Mm chus did not hesitate to Seize and insult many 
honorable women, and even to this day a slight taint clings 
to one family of the nobility because the wife and daughter* 
tp-law were subjected to indignities than which death were 
preferable. From among the women taken there, the daugh¬ 
ter of Whe WGn. a relative of the king, became sixth wife to 
the Mamchu Eniperor P but shortly afterward he gave her to 
one of his favorites as a present. And so we leave this long 
line of captives wending their way eastward and find our¬ 
selves again within the grim walls of Nam-han. 

The ravages of hunger were beginning to make the Man- 
chu proposition seem more feasible. The council came to the 
conclusion that the men whom the Manchus demanded must 
be bound and sent to their fate. When the Crown Friuce 
heard of this he said* M I have a son and several brothers and 
there is no r^sou why I should not go myself/ 1 Then Chong 
On said "I am the one who hive most strenuously opposed 
the Manchu claims. Let me go/' Kim Sang-hou exclaimed. 
■‘Who opposed them more than I? I am surely the one to 
send." 1 Ynn Whang, Yub Chip and GTatah'e all offered to 
go and immolate themselves oti the altar of Manchu vengeance* 
While the council was going On many of the soldiers came 
down from the wall and looked in at the doors and shouted, 
* 4 As the Manchus have demanded these men why do you not 
send them rather than let us come thus to skin and bone?'* 
II was with difficulty that they were sent back to their places. 
It was remarked that the soldiers under Gen. Yi Si-b&k did 
not participate in this unruly demonstration. That night at 
nine o'clock a parly of Manchus approached the West Gate 
pad one of them actually scaled the wall before the guard was 
aware of it T He was speedily driven back with a battle-club, 
and stones and other missiles were rained down upon the as¬ 
saulting party* Gen. YI St-blk was twice wounded but did 
not make it known until ths skirmish was over* At the 
same time an assault was successfully warded off on the 
eastern side by Gen, Sin Kvdcig-jsn who. not content with 
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simply driving off the attacking party* sallied out and killed 
their leader and many of his followers. 

The Mane bus next tried to reduce the fortress by bombard* 
ment, and St is said that the projectiles came over the wall with 
such force as to bury themselves twenty inches in the earth. 

On the morning of the twenty-fifth the Mauchus sounded 
a parley at the West Oate and three of the officials accompani¬ 
ed them to the camp of the enemy. There they were told, 
"The limperor is very angry because you do not surrender, 
and has ordered the destruction of the kingdom. He is to 
leave tomorrow and then you will have uo opportunity to sur¬ 
render. though you should wish.'* The bombardment was 
renewed and many breaches were made in the wall and. many 
of the garrison were killed, but the survivors quickly piled 
hags of sand in the breaches and poured water over them* 
This instantly froze and made a good substitute for a wall* 
But the soldiers were discourage 1 and came to the king in 
crowds dema nding that the tried whom the Maechtts had called 
for be sent. It was evident that something must be done at 
oncc T and Hong S^bong undertook another visit to the 
enemy's camp, where he ^id. "Tomorrow the Crown Prince 
and the other men that you have demanded will come out to 
you/* But they answered, "We do no want to see the Crown 
Prince, but the king himself*" To emphasize this, letters 
were shown proving that Kang-wha had fallen into Mauchu 
hands, and a letter was delivered to them from one of the cap¬ 
tive princes to the king- They were likewise told T "The 
Crown Prince and one of his brothers must go to Mauchuria 
as hostages. The king must understand that there is nothing 
to fear in coming out. The kiugdon will in that way be pre¬ 
served/’ So they took the prince's letter and wended their 
way back to the fortress. When the letter was opened and 
read a great cry of sorrow arose from the whole courl. Sonic- 
one suggested that the Mancfids were trying to deceive them, 
but the king answered* h *No p this is my »n’$ qwn hand/' 
and he added, M As Kang-wha is taken of course the ancestral 
tablets have been destroyed. There is then no longer any 
need to delay our surrender/* As a preliminary to that final 
act the king ordered that all document* in which the Man- 
chus w'ere spoken of slightingly be collected and burned* 
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The next day 4 letter from the king was taken to the 
Munch it headquarters, wherein he said* "A* th^ emperor i* 
about to return to the north, l must see him btlure be go*.v 
If not harm will result. If evil befalls roe in Ibis step it 
were better that I lake a sword and end my life here. I pray 
y tm make some wav whereby I an surrender without endan 
gering my kingdom. 1 ' The messenger explained that the 
king tea red that the Maiichu soldiers might fab Upon him 
when he came down From the fortress. The Manchu general 
answered, 11 Wait till you get ord era from die : then come down/' 
Kim Sang h&a could not endure the thought of surrender a ad 
so attempted io tak- his own life by banging, hut. mutjcjne cm 
him down, Chong On likewise alter an apostrophe to his 
,l froffty sword" T plunged in imo his bowels, but ihe wound 
did not prove fatal and the king had hint wdl cared ior. 

On the nest day, the twenty eightb, two men who had 
most strenuously opposed the Munch ua, O Tabch'e and VutJ 
Chip, were made ready to send to the Mfltichli camp to meet 
their fate, Ikiforc setting out they were brought in before 
the king who wept and said. "Is it possible that we have come 
lo this? t am ashamed to look you iu the face? 1 But they 
answered cheerfully, “There is no cause for mourning on mir 
account. It is our own fattlt^ The king then made them 
sit white a eunuch brought wine and poured it out. Yhi 
was the greatest houor the king could show them. Then be 
said, 4 ! will see to it that vuur families are well ened hir r ,T 
Then they set out to meet their fate. The emperor w as pleas¬ 
ed at this sign nl submission and gave Gh o6 Myflng -grj i hit 
rube and a cup of wine, Calling the two men before him the 
etnpttur asked them why it ivy had always opposed the Mun¬ 
ch tt Mile, They answered that rdttrr so munv centuries of 
adherence to the Ming rlynaaly they found it impossible to 
give it up or in advise to do so. The emperor then ordered 
them to be loosed but lo be kept hi the camp under strict 
surveillance 

Tiie nex* day Hong So-bong, Ch L oe Myiiug-gil and Kim 
Simguk repair' d to the Mauclm camp and said they uad come 
to complete arrangements for the surrender. They were told 
that su altar lud already been prepared at Song-phi and that 
the ceremony must take place oil the tut>rrow\ Th>; Muuchn 


HO mzs KOH^A. 


general +A \Ye have a sp-^iiil form of ceremony for sm- 
render. First, tbe one who surrenders i* placed In i coffin; 
but as this rather buEui! luting we will w.nve it {h\n time and 
begin with tile secant! article/ 11 ChkJ£asked, "Shall the king 
mine out in his royal tobtss? IJ "By yip menus* He must come 
ont dressed in blue. 1 * This was because bine is the color cor- 
responding to east, and was therefore appropriate for Korea* 
which Uas idways been rilled the f *East Country/* "SMI he 
come out the South Gale? 1 * was iht next question nvkcd, 
"Xo, how cars one who has done wrong come out the South 
Gate? He must eoraie by way of the West Gate. After the 
surrender he will proceed to Seoul and he need fear no danger p 
for we have recalled all otir foraging parties and no oin ml! 
offer to molest him. We will seni tuck all ihc Koreans f hit we 
have taken to Mrmchuria and we will have a new royal seal 
cut for the king/' That night the M.tnchu general Yong* 
gofda brought the king :i letter from the emperor saying, "Are 
yon indeed af rial to obey the command to come out and sur¬ 
render? You may rest assure I of your safety, amt not only so 
but I will mr.ke it to your great JtdvnoKigt to cotne. I will 
put you hack on your throne, I will forgive the past* I will 
make n firm and binding agreement with you ns between vas- 
sal ami suzerain. If you would have your son and your grand¬ 
son reign alter you f you must receive a new seal of office from 
You must stop sending embassies to China smd you must 
discard the Chinese calendar and adopt ones* The Crown 
Prince, the Prime Minister and the Jailer's son must go with 
tis as hostages. Whm you die l will send the Crown Prince 
to rule in your stead I am about. to invade Chinn and you 
must give us boat* and troop®. ! must first lake the taluml 
of Kado and to this end you must furnish ns fifty boats and 
sailors to man them, and you must give ns bows and arrows* 
Before rmr troops* leave thi= place you must feast them. Here* 
after you must observe the birthdays of the Mancbu emprt-ss 
and Crown Prince, You nin^t treat our envoys exactly as 
yon have been accustomed to ireat Chinese envoys, 1 will 
send hack across the Yaitj all our Korean captives but you must 
pay for them* Your people must intermarry with ours. You 
must release and return all ManchU caplivea that you h 4 d in 
your border fortresses along ihe Tu-mau River. As for com- 
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nierce #Uh Japan you tatty do as you please. I make no iairt 
about that. Von must build uo more fortresses. Now, be¬ 
hold. 1 lift you as it were from the very dead. I have rt.-creat- 
ed your Kingdom Do not forget tny great Idtldttstt and mercy - 
Beware of harboring guilt; in your heart. Every year you 
must send tribute* one huuderd ounces of gold, ei thousand 
ounce* of silver, leu thousand bags of white ric; L two thou* 
sand piece* of -dlk* three hundred pieces of while gra^-cloth, 
ten thousand pieo:- of colored cotton four hundred pieces of 
due linen. one thousand pieces of coarse linen, one thousand 
quires of fine paper. one thousand quires of com icon paper, 
two huiidi c l bows made of sea-cow’s horns* twenty-six swords 
the length of a man's suture, four fine window screens, forty 
mats with red flowers, twenty common swords, two hundred 
pounds of dye-wood, ten pecks of black pepper, one thousand 
packages of tea.* ons hundred tiger skins, qiyc hundred defcr 
skins, four hundred otter skins, two hundred squirrel skins. 
You will commeuce sending this tribute three years from now. 
As I have taken one of the king'* relatives to wife I will remit 
nine Ehousand of the bag* of rice. 11 

Such were the conditions on which the Manchu> proposed 
to give the kingdom of Korea a new lease of life. The de¬ 
mand for tribute wasm enormous that the Koreans never seem 
to have taken it seriously, and they never emcv attempted lo 
fulfill more thin the merest fraction of the demand. 

It was on the last day of the first moon of the year 1637 
that at last, having exhausted all other means, having endur¬ 
ed thr rigors of a winter siege iti a fortress but half prepared 
for the emergency, having seen his faithful soldiers die about 
him from hunger and exposure, the king was driven to sur¬ 
render to the Manchu power. The day broke with a great 
bank of fog enveloping everything* The West Gate of The 
fortress swung open and the royal cavalcade appeared, bear¬ 
ing manifest signs of the long confinement. The king and 
Crown Prince, according to the directions of the victors* were 
clad in blue. Behind them came the hallow-checked, but loyal 
soldiers who would iuive staved tttid defended the walls to the 
bitter end had the king but given the word. As the royal 
parly descended the winding road to the valley below, they 
came upon long lines of heavy-armed Manchu cavalry drawn 
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up on either side of the road. The king was startled, and 
anxiously asked what it meant, but was told that it was simp¬ 
ly in honor of the coming ol the king. Soon the party met 
the two Manehti generals, Yonggolda mid Yfabuda. The kiug 
dismounted and the proper salutations took place between 
them. Then they sat down and went through a formal in- 
terclnnge of civilities, seated so as to face east and west ao* 
cording to the proper rule of etiquette. When there formal¬ 
ities were completed, they escorted the king to the place where 
anciently the town of Kwangju stood, at which point there 
was a short pause. The king's immediate staff consisted of 
three ministers of state, five officials of the second rank, five 
of the rank of roval scribe and one or two others. Besides 
these there were only the Crown Priucs and his tutor l n front* 
and at a ootidsidenable distance, was a raised platform covered 
with a yellow silk awning* under which the emperor sat upon 
a throne In Front were drawn up q company of trumpeters* 
General YunggokU and the king dismounted ani tht former 
led the king toward the imperial dais. Upon reaching the 
eastern entrance to the imperial presence they bowed three 
times and struck the hand on the hack of the head. Then they 
entered and bowed on <1 mat before the emperor. The king 
was then told to ascend the platform. The emperor sat facing 
the south and the king sat oq his left facing the west. To the 
left of the king and also facing the west sat the emperor's 
three sons, and finally the king's sons who had been brought 
up from Kaug-wha* Below the platform sat the Korean of¬ 
ficials and at a distance the common people. The emperor's 
gilded throne sat on a dais raised nine inches above the plat¬ 
form, beneath a yellow silk umbrella and the 1 “plume banner*” 
The emperor sat twirling an arrow in his hand. A cup of tea 
W3i handed the king. Then the emperor said to the Korean 
Prime Minister through an interpreter 1 'Now we are inmates of 
one house, let us try our skill at archery,” The Minister an¬ 
swered, perhaps with a shade of irony, lr We know letters, but 
we arc not ^killed in archery. 11 Food was brought in and 
places! before the king, the same in quality and amount as that 
placed before the emperor. Each drank three cupeiof wine and 
L lien the food was carried away. This was simply a formality 
intended to put the king at his ease. A servant then brought 
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jn the emperor's dugs and with his own band he cut ment and 
threw it into the air for ihe animals to catch. Descending 
from the platform the kin* hud the pleasure of meet in g the 
Crown P r i ncess. Their brief con versa t ion was i ntemips e I by 
General Vonggolda who came up with a magnificent hors* 
sumptuously caparisoned, .mil with a splendid sable robe. 
These he announced were a gtfi from the emperor, but at the 
same time he asked why the king hid not brought the royal 
Insignia that had been given by 1 hi Chinese emperor, that it 
might be destroyed. The answer was that it had been lost at 
the lime of the making of the former treaty with the Manehns, 
but that it would be hunted up and bunded over to the Man- 
chu general. General Vonggotdji also presented each of the 
ministers about the king with a sable robe. At five o’clock 
in the afternoon, as night was coming on, the emperor gave 
word that the king might proceed to Seoul, It will be re¬ 
membered that the Crowd Prince and Princess, toother with 
Prince Pong ira, were to be taken away to Manchuria as host¬ 
ages. Before starting for Seoul the king bade them adieu nnd 
then with a heavy heart turned toward his capital. 

The retinue that followed the king was so numerous 
that when they came to the ferry at Song pM and found t tie re 
were loo few boats to convey them all, there was a disgraceful 
scramble for first place, and the king was bustled and drag¬ 
ged about in a most unbecoming manner. Finally the cross 
ing was effected and as Lite cavalcade proceeded toward Seoul 
they saw the Man chu camps along the way crowded with 
Korean women, sonic of whom wete wailing as if their hearts 
would break, while others were milking merry over the 
prospect of being carried away to the north. 

The MniK'hu soldiery had been ordered out of Seoul to 
make room for the king and so ihe royal rainy found the way 
blocked by an immensecrowd of Manclm soldiers loaded down 
w jtfa, booly and leading hundreds of captives. As the king 
passed by. them: miserable being* cried otr co him to save 
them, but their captors urged them on with word and lush. 
The crowd was so dense, and the out going stream of men 
pressed so closely against those entering, that many in the 
king's retinue were taken for captives and were seiwd and 
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carrie 1 away. Even wwf men of noble blood were thus, in 
the darkness and contusion, spirited away and never beard 
of again. 

It was seven a ‘dock when the king entered the gate of 
Seoul. The city was almost deserted Dead men lay in 
heaps along the streets. The houses on both sides of the 
street were in ashes All the poultry and pigs were gnu* aad 
ouly dogs remained, and these had been transformed into 
wolves and were gorging themselves on the dead bodies 
along the way. As the Cb’ang-gytfqg Palace was nearest the 
East Gate the royal party went there to spend the night. AH 
night long, in spite of the Emperor's orders, Mancbu soldier* 
scoured the streets, burning and pillaging and working their 
terrible will for the last lime on the deserted capital. 

Two days later the Hunch q army was to start on its long 
journey to the north and the king went three miles outside 
the East Gate to bid idteu to the emperor, for it was deter* 
mined to pass around Seoul on the east and so strike north, 
ward. It took thirteen days for the whole army to get oti 
the move. There were 1 30.000 men hi all. Thirty thousand 
of these were Mongols autl they took Hie road to the east 
through Hmn-gyiJng Province and crossed the Tti-mau River. 
There were 70.000 Munch us find 20,000 Chinese Irotn Liao¬ 
tung. Generals Kong Yudflk and Kydng Mythigjmig 
with 30,000 men took boat at Yong-san and sailed north to 
stike Ka do Island, 

The day following that on which the king took leave of 
the Emperor, the generals Yoiiggulda and Mabuda came to the 
palace to confer with the king. The Minister Kim Nyu, as if 
to anticipate them, said “The relation between ns now is that 
ol sou otid father. We stand ready to ful6H our obligations 
on that basis even though you ask for soldiers to betp on the 
invasion of China aud thr seizure of Nanking,’ ' Hong So* 
bong asked that in view of the scarcity of gold tu Korea 
part of the tribute be remitted, but it was not granted. 
Kim Nyu's daughter had been carried away captive to Man¬ 
churia and he had plead with the two generals and the king 
himself hod -dded him but without avail- He now offered a 
thousand ounces of silver for her ransom. It was accepted 
but the result was disastrous to others for it set a precedent. 
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and a like sum was asked Tor each of the high-born captives, 
with the result that few of them were ever tausoined. 

The Emperor's ninth brother had charge of all the cap¬ 
tives. and on th<* fifth day of the second moon the crown 
prince was allowed to go to the king to say farewell. He was 
accompanied by a guard of six Mauchus who cut the inter¬ 
view very short and hurried him away to the camp outside 
the East Gate. On the seventh the king and his court went 
out to this camp to say good-bye, and the Mnuchua set out a 
fine banquet, at which some of the Koreans ate greedily while 
others would not touch a morsel. The next day the order 
was given to stun on the long march into Manchuria. The 
royal hostages were accompanied by fifteen high offici al s . 
The king and his court accompanied the party twenty ti out. 
as far as Chang-ueung, where with many tears the final 
separation took place. 

The work of reconstruction was now to be commenced, 
and of course the first work was to punish those who had 
proved unfaithful and to reward those who had proved, loyal. 
First Gtm. Kim Cha-jSm, whu had Inin so long at Yang-geun 
and would not move to help the king, was banished and with 
him Situ Ketii-wBu, Sin Kyiing-Wan and the governor of 
Kang-wQn Province who had hesitated to throw away tbdr 
lives and those of their mm in the perfectly hopeless task of 
breaking up the siege of Nam-han. Admiral Chang Siu, who 
had been prevented by the swift outflowing tide from oppos¬ 
ing the crossing of the Matichus to Kaug-wha was killed by 
strangulation outside the Little West Gate. Kim Chyttng- 
jeung who had been in command of Kang-wha, and his lieu¬ 
tenant Yi Min-gu were both banished to distant points. The 
king gave a great feast at Mo* whs-gwan to those who bad aided 
him while besieged, both nobleman and common soldier. 
The four most prominent generals each received the gift of it 
lurse. All the courtiers were advanced one step in the lad¬ 
der of officialdom. Other gifts and position.-, were distributed. 
Those who bad deserted the royal party when on that hard 
ride to NiHE-hau were seized and im prisoned. -Sirti Chip, who 
had refused Ly lie about his companion who went to the Man- 
dm camp to personate the king s brother, was banished to a 
distant point, Kira Sang-hfin had fled to the country when 
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the king came out of Nam-han to surrender. Being now in¬ 
cluded in those who received marks ol royal favor, lie wrote 
declaring that the could not receive them, for in the first place 
he bad urged the king not to surrender and in the second 
place had ruu away and had also torn to pieces the letter 
written by the king, "But,- he added “though weak and 
forced to surrender, the ming must always beep these things 
in mind and seek for means to be avenged on the Man- 
ebus," 

The king had sent Generals Yu Rim and 1m Ky&ng-Bp 
to aid in the taking of Ka-do Island in the north. In the third 
moon Gen. Mabnda took fifty boats and crossed over from the 
mainland to the west side Ot these islmuds, which the Chinese 
garrison had left unprotected- Latidiug his force he ascended 
tit night a bill to the rear of the Chinese camp. With the 
morning dawn he made a sudden and fierce attack. Mean* 
while the Korean general Im Kyeitg-up had arrived with forty 
boats and hart disembarked on theesaterashore. The Chinese, 
thrown into confusion, rushed down to the short- and tumbled 
into these forty boats that they found unguarded. But the 
crowd was so great that only a small fraction could be accom¬ 
modated. As a coDSequenctr they swamped most of the bonis 
and hundreds perished. The Chinese commander, seeing that 
all was lost, committed suicide, There were still great num¬ 
ber* of Chinese among the mountains fighting desperately. 
These were all cut down. It is said that in this short cam¬ 
paign between forty and fifty thousand Chinese were killed. 
During the unequal battle lire Chinese kept calling out, What 
cause for enmity is there between Korea anti China Thifi 
was of course addressed to the Koreans who fought with the 
Manchus, After the battle the Manchu general Kong Yu -dak 
gave generals Im and Yu a present of 350 Chinese captives, 
but the former said, *1 do not care for these men. Exchange 
them for a like number of Korean captives who are going into 
Manchuria as staves.” This was doue, and Gen. Im s name 
has come down to posterity fragrant with the odor of this 

unselfish dked. 
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Chapter IX. 

Tilt Mmnthu tibl tL, r4 »die ifl^ript^n« P ».the Miindm daln u» HLseraiu- 

ly valid_j<k!UHtEC proposition & coullLUmciur.s Kojciui .. .. 

cither victims „*** spirits of tlie feud Cluno^e Emperor 
irtiHftatea vmh the ting ...rntrodnctiooef totaccci . .Kor-enji con¬ 
tingent for the Muticlin army.,* .Koreans secretly aid the Chinese 
. Korean* seal home . . .rcconHmclioti. Manchn court nf id- 
quiry Jdpanck* t&k for the enlargement uf 1-uwj.n 

.... Prince Kwnng-lii dies ..... a plotter papisdied T _,. Jaj^ncst wi- 
TO-tral temple. . r & Korean hetrayg Xo the Munch le& the kitlK h fi iIcbI- 

iag* with China-the Mimclm* takerevenge,.. .TheMing «Utmidy 

falls , , *t Korean udvenlnrer . . royal h&tfegfcg. return, r , , quarrel 
over the iacee&tion . m cartons . ^f*btce intrigue , . the 

new king , „. Korea accused of di&loyolty ,,. T ibr ikaib fetich 
vri*e legibliitioh .... Wtetcrutrt in China , . Hendrik 
preparations for krt *„ dress reform 

It was during the year 1637 that The stone tablet was set 
up beside the road to Nam-bau, commemorating the Maiicliu 
victory. It had been sent thither by the Emperor, but was 
not immediately set tip. A Marmhit envoy cante to super- 
intend its erection. It is said that there were two stones.ons 
of which was set up; the other, remaining on tlit brink of tlie 
river, was finally washed into the stream. The envoy an¬ 
nounced that he had come lo erecL the monument at the point 
where the surrender had taken place. A solid foundation 
was built, with an ascent of several steps. The stone was 
put in place and over it a pavilion was built to protect it from 
the weather. On one side the inscription wjis in L'liitie<c anil 
on the other side in Msucho- The inscription is a- follows : 

"The Emperor Ch'uiig T6 1 6f the Great Ch'ing Empire, 
in the twelfth year of his reign, learned that we had broktn 
our treaty with him and he was angry. He gathered his force? 
and entered our territory. He marched through it, for there 
was none to say him nay We a weak and insignificant king, 
fled perforce to Nam-han. Our fear was like that of one who 
walks on ice in spring-time. We sojourned there fifty days. 
Our soldier? from the east and south fled befon- the Emperor's 
troops. Those of the north and west hid among their moun¬ 
tains and could lift neither hand not foot. Famine stared us 
iu the face. If the Emperor had stormed our fortress then 
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we would have been like the I eaves In autumn. or like hair 
in flames. Bm the Emperor did not wish to destroy us. He 
'Come out and I will be yotir helper* If not 1 will des¬ 
troy you/ Genvraab Votiggoldfl and MahndS and other 
great men were in constant communication with us. Our 
councillors, civil and military, assembled, and we said 
to them ‘For ten years have we been at peace, and 
now wc have becu blind and foolish to brin^ all this 
upon ourselves. Our people have become like meat or 
fish ben Kith the chopping-knife- We alone are to blame for 
it all 1 - The Emperor was patient and did not destroy us ut¬ 
terly but told us to surrender. How could we refuse, for by 
doing wexsved our people. All the courtiers were agreed- 
Wilh a score of horsemen we went forth from the fortress to 
the Emperor's camp and there confessed our faults. He 
treated tts with kindness and by hts goodness calmed onr 
agitated minds. When we beheld him our heart went out to 
him* The Emperor's goodness extended even to our courtiers. 
Ffe then sent us back to the capital and recalled the Manchu 
‘.nr.iln whu wt-ie coming the -ouLh, Our people. who had 
been scattered like phejhdiiK nov. returned. All things be* 
came a*, they had been. Snow and frost were gone and spring 
smiled forth again. After the drought showers fell All that 
had been destroyed revived again. Things that had been 
broken grew logetbet Here beside the Han at San-j nit-do 
where the great Emperor rested. here is the altar and the 
enclosure. Here we, a weak king, through our Minister of 
Public Works, have made the altar higher .uni broader than 
before and have placed this monument to keep alive in the 
minds of generations yet unborn I he memory of sbese even ts, 
to show that the goodness of the Emperor is as high ns heaven 
itself. Xol lint* wc alone have seen h. for all Manchuria as 
well was witness to it. Throughout the world that gracious 
voice cannot be resisted. Though we Write with characters 
as broad as the very earth and as clear as the smi and moan 
WC could never describe his gTCatoess and his glory. For such 
cause h it written here. Frost and dew are bath from heaven. 
One kill* the oilier vivifies. Thus it b that the Emperor 
shows goodness in the midst of terror- The Emperor came 
with over 100000 soldiers. Many of them were like the 
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tiger and the dragon, Before them, brandishing their spears, 
wem the savages from the far north and the distant west. 
Fearsome men f But the Emperor's gracious words came down 
in a letter in ten lines clear and beautiful, whereby our blind¬ 
ed minds were enlightened. The Emperor's words art lum¬ 
inous and precise, and we, a sen All ting, confessed and sur¬ 
rendered : not so much because we feared his terror as be¬ 
cause we delighted in bis gradousness. Me treated us kind¬ 
ly. paying at] attention to ihe ceremonies and the rites. Then 
we were glad ami laughed, and every weapon sought its sheath. 
Then we donned the garment of peace. The people of Seoul, 
both men and women, burst into singing mid said that the 
Emperor had given us back to our palace. The Emperor pitied 
the distress of the people and encouraged them to till the fields 
again, Tolhe dead roots of the tree was brought hack spring* 
time. This stone is lofty and it stands here St the head of the 
river to show forth the Emperor's goodness to the Sain-ban," 
Such was the statement that the Manchus put into the 
mouth of Korea and until recent years they have claimed 
Korea ns their vassal state. The claim originally was per- 
feci I y good. Never did n country make herself more abject 
in her acceptance of a vassal's position. And the only line of 
argument that can be nsedto prove that that condition did not 
hold till the treaty of Shimouoseki was signed in iSos. is in 
China's occasional disavowal of it, to shield herself from re¬ 
sponsibility for Korea's acts. 

The Japanese had been keeping watch of events that were 
transpiring during these troublesome times, and at ibis junc¬ 
ture an envoy came from the island empire announcing, as 
between friends, the name of the new Japanese year. This 
letter was not received by the king, who asked what use it 
would be to hint. The Japanese replied, “You have given up 
China and are now a nmsterless dog. Why is our name not 
good os any?" It shows how price had been crushed out of 
the Koreans to find that Ch*o€ M\ Qng.gj] himself said. "We 
have done wrong to surrender to the Manchus, Now let ns 
make friendly advances toward Japan." From that time on 
it was customary to receive politely the annual message from 
Japan, but there seems to have been no mare rapport between 
the two countries than this. 
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As the Maiichu emperor passed north through F f y + B 11(^1.11 
province he give orders to the prelect oT Chetmg-san to sei*e 
and deliver up to him the person of Hong Ik-hart who had 
been especially virulent in his opposition to the Manchns. It 
was done, and the tnau was carried captive to the Munch u 
capital at Sim-yang (Mukden), There he was decently lodg¬ 
ed in a house of detention called the Py&hpjwan. until a cer¬ 
tain day when he was called before tit? emperor, who sat in 
state surrounded by sold ter y« Being asked why he had op- 
posed the Munchu influence he replied in writing “All men 
within the four seas arc brothers but there can be but one 
father. From the first the king of Korea acted uptight! y and 
mannerly* In Korea we bave Censors who chide and correct 
him. Last year, being censor, 1 heard that you, who held to 
iih the relation of elder brother p had styled yourself emperor 
and by so doing had ruptured the actual relations subsisting 
between us r From the earliest times wc have owed allegience 
lo China ana how could wc then advise the king to iiuld to a 
false relation? This is the reason I advised th- king to stand 
out against you* This war and ail its attendant miseries are 
my work 3 lone and f won Id that you might decapitate me ten 
thousand times . 11 The emperor, who seems to have cherished 
the idea that he- had overawed the man, was thrown into a 
great rage by this brave avowal and instantly threw the man 
into a dismal dungeon where he doubtless starved to death, 
for nothing more is heard of him. 

The two tnec who had been delivered np by ihe king in 
Nam-haii w T erc also carried north. They were abu arraigned 
before the dreaded chieftain Youggoldfl who attempted to 
flatter them into making a complete surrender to the Manchus 
and taking up their abode permanently in Manchuria; but they 
utterly refused and asked to be killed at once. The Mancha 
chief argued, urge I and threatened, but the men were out to 
be moved. Being ordered to execution they looked the chief¬ 
tain in the face and curbed him. Chong Ko-gytlug, an at¬ 
tendant of the Crown Prince, begged for their bodies that he 
might carry them back and bury them on Koreau soil, but 
the favor was not granted. 

That summer the people of Seoul and of the country im¬ 
mediately to the south, were thrown into a panic by the antics 
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of what they call ch'flkcb'gk, a species of imp or demon which 
appeared nightly In various places and terrified th~ people 
Toe K irtans arc peculiarly subject to such hallucinations. 
They said they were the spirits of those who had died at the 
hamls of th.- tfanchus and the popular fears were nut allcviat- 
ed until the king hid ordered 3 monstrous sacrifice in their 
bihalf at two places near Nam-han, called Ms-heni-di'ilo and 
Sang-uyBug. 

The king despatche! nil envoy to China in the ninth 
moot! to inform the Chinese emperor that he had besn forced 
to surrender, hut he assured his former suzerain that the act 
was by no means voluntary. To this the emperor replied in 
a tone of commiseration, attaching no blame to the king'seu- 
forced allegiance to the Mundms. He himself was destined 
ere lung to feel the full weight of the Munch 11 arm. 

Wt have at this point an account of the first general m« 
of tobacco in Korea. It is stale 1 that tobacco was first brought 
to japan by the Nam-mail or southern barbarian*' *ud from 
there was brought to Korea, ihirty yeti is before the date of 
which w« are now writing. It was first used by a man nam¬ 
ed Chang Yu who was closely Connected with the royal fiuui* 
ly, being the father of a Crown Princess, it was called fitrtr- 
p'atrwt which is the Korean pronunciation of certain Chinese 
characters which were used to translate into Chinese the Jap- 
an«se words for tobacco, which is ta &a-k?. It is commonly 
supposed that the Japanese took their word from the occident¬ 
als. but we here have the word embedded iu Km can history 
back in the very first years of th: seventeenth century before 
it had even yet firmly established itself European countries. 
It scorns almost incredible that the spread of us use should 
have been so rapid as to have arrived in Korei withiu ten 
years of the beginning of its common use in Europe, but it 
may have been so. Portugese traders came iu large number* 
to japan ami the fragrant weed was probably brought by 
them. At the time of which we are writing, imtndy the end 
of the Matichu invasion, its use had become common. It was 
supposed to possess valuable peptic qualities and was recom¬ 
mended especially to those who ate much meat. The Manchus 
had become much addicted to the habit, but so many confla¬ 
gration were the result that the Mattchu emperor attempted 
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to iiitcdict its use It is needless to sit that lie failed- W lien 
first introduced, it cost tea thousand cash for half a pound 
but merehanis obtained seed and it soon became common. 

In accordance with the deumihls of the Mancbtis, the 
Ling sent 5.000 troop* lo uccr.mpauy them in their invasion 
of China, but as they arrived a month later than the set Lime 
they were sent bock home by the angry Mmdius. Early in 
the following year, however. Generals Vi Wan and Inn Kyong- 
Qp started with 5,000 troops and joined the Mauchu army. 
The plan was to attack Teinig-tt* on Iht- Shalltung promon¬ 
tory: whether by land or sea is not char, but probably bv land. 
This being known to the Koreans, three boots were secretly 
despatched to the threatened place, giving warning of the at¬ 
tack, anti stating that the Koreans joined in the attack with 
the Mauchus because turoed to do so. It was suggested time 
whenever feasibly the Chinese and Korean forces should use 
onl* blank charges against each other, i his was gladly agree 1 
to and in a battle at Puk-sin-gu. which followed, not one mail 
was killed among the Chinese forces that were brought in 
ermtact with the KoTtafi contingent, and the laLter suffered as 
little. The Chinese general managed to get a letter to l he 
Koreans saying ' The emperor tenimds yob of the vital aid he 
gave Korea at the Lime of the Japanese invasion and he now 
offers the half of his kingdom to anyone who will seize and 
deliver to him the Mancha general id command." This re¬ 
veals in a striking manner the desperate straits to which the 
Chinese bad been brought by the Maudlin-. The Korean gen¬ 
erals did not see their way to accede lo this but they kept the 
Chinese informed of every movement of the Mo rich us : where 
they wtrt weak and where they were strong, where they were 
likely iii attack and where they blight be successfully attack* 
« 1 , In this way The Munch us were continually thwarted and 
[be Chinese encouraged 

It bus proponed that there be a combined MaJichu and 
Korean attack upon Kon-ju wi near the point of the Shantung 
promontory, (he M intbus to attack by land and the Koreans 
by sca . but the latter said they had uo provisions and their 
boats were in very had order. The Mauchus replied ‘'Then 
you had better go home," an injunction that they were by no 
jncaas iujih tu obey . 
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Meanwhile the king had been doing what he could to mi¬ 
tigated the sufferings consequent upon the invasion. He or¬ 
dered fill the eight provinces to give rice to help the poor, 
the widows and the orphans, and to provide proper burial fur 
those who had no near relative* who could afford the expense, 
He likewise gave strong encouragement Lo the Cou facial! 
School in the capital. He ^ent spies throughout the land to 
discover whether the prefects were attending to their duties 
welU Fearing that the guard along the Tu-man R v-*r might 
be suffering, he made them a grant of 4 ^joq pieces of cotton. 
He likewise gave money to repair the ancient altar on the top 
of Ma ri-san (Mountain) on the island of Kang-wha, This 
altar is said to have been used by the Tan-guu two thousand 
years before Christ, and may well be believed it to be the oldest 
monument in Korea. 

This period of rest and recuperation was broken in upon 
by the appearance, on the northern border, of Mancha troops 
Under YonggoLdA and Otnokdo. Rumors had again reached 
Manchuria that certain Korean officials had been advising 
against the Mancha power, Asa result of this, four proruIn¬ 
to* officials were sent captive to the north. Early the follow¬ 
ing year King Chilga* the emperur fc s brother, came to try 
these Tima. and held a proper court at which the Korean 
Crown Prince was present. Each of the accused men was 
brought in turn and questioned, and each had some plausible 
excuse to give. The result was sure from the beginning. 
They were all condemned and were thrown into a dungeon 
wkh a door in the top, a sort of Black Hole of Calcutta, where 
they nil languished with cold, hunger and disease. They even 
excited the pity of their jailors, and when the Crown Prince 
plead for them before the ezupefot. Ebey were ordered scut to 
Eui-ju. but heavily guarded. 

In 1640 the Japanese who had settled at Fusan coin pi a hi¬ 
ed that the harbor was too small, for it did not include the 
whole bay, but only that pari directly in front of the settle- 
nietit, which whs about half way between the: present Japan¬ 
ese town and the Korean town of Pu-san. The harbor was 
called Tu-mo Harbor. Consent to the enlargement of the 
harbor was refused. 

Iu 1641 Prince Kwaug-bA, the deposed and banished 
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wretch, died on the island of Quelpart. So great is the respect 
lor royalty in the abstract, in Korea, that the king fasted four 
days had the body brought up to Yangon and buried it with 
royal honors To the one surviving daughter the king gave 
a coin for tabU b^tiseaud ait annuity. 

The next year a seditious movement was made by Ch'oS 
HyO’il of P*yOng-an Province, and two accomplices. They 
took boat for China, being provided with funis by the prefect 
of Hui'ju. Arriving at Teting-nd they |oined ihc Chinese 
forces, received commissions in the Chinese army and dts- 
patched a letter to the prefect of EuHts asking him to gather 
a force and with them make a combined Attack upon the Mun¬ 
ch us As fate would have it the Manchu Yauggoldfl was at 
Eui-ju when this letter arrived, and it fell into his hands. He 
immediately sent to the king demanding the seizure and ex¬ 
ecution of all the men implicated iu the plot. In spite oF the 
expostulations of the Prime Minister* who wished to sec only 
the prime movers punished, eleven men in Eui-jn snd el^e- 
were were seized and met their fate btiorc the palace gate m 
Seoul. 

That japan add Korea bad not forgotten each other is 
evinced by the fact that the Japanese emperor sent tu Ehcking 
asking him to suggest a name for ati ancestral temple that he 
was erecting. The king declined but allowed his uncle to do 
it. The mime suggested was lb The Illustrious Place at U- 
gsvang Mountain, 11 

L>uc more sacrifice was necessary before the last remnant 
of opposition to the Manchtss nhould be extinguished. It was 
now six years since the surrender. Soon after that surrender 
the king had sent to China explaining that it was a hard fate 
and not bis ovytv inclination which had forced the surrender 
from him. Not knowing whether the letter had ever reached 
the Chinese capital he sent another letter two years later by 
a monk, Tok-po, who had come fiotn China to ascertain whe¬ 
ther Korea had really surrendered or nut, Arriving at Frying- 
yang he had been received by Gen. tm KyQng-fip who sent 
him oil to Cho* Myihig-gil the Prime Minister. He was hand¬ 
somely treated and was provided with a new vessel md a 
complete outfit of clothes and provisions for the return 
journey. He carried a letter from the king stating his ex- 
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cnses as above narrated. Four years passed and at last trt the 
year under review the emperors amwer was iorwarded by 
way of Chdoo* In St he exhonnates Korea from all blame 
and mounts the fact thut he cannot ecttfrt-r to licr aid as when 
the Japanese invaded the peninsula. Tbe beater ol this mis- 
rive was feasted and treated with tbe tnrnt flattering atten¬ 
tions by tbe governor of P'yflngvan. This would have nmonnt- 
ed to nothing had it not been known to Vi Kyu tbe prefect of 
Sou-chiVr. who was carrying on trade with China by junk 
across the Yellow Sea* He wa* seized by tbe Manchits and 
carried north. Fearing tbe worst, he offered to tell his capt¬ 
ors an important sedre: as the price of bis life- Hr thereup¬ 
on (infolded the whole transaction between Seoul and Nan¬ 
king. i hv Manchn& were furious and seni 4 demand to tbe 
king for the persons M Cfod 6 Myflng-gil, ltn Kytiug-tSp* Vj 
K ydng-yo and Vi Mynng-han, ad leading men. There was 
nothing to do but comply, and as these men went tbe king 
wept and gave Ch'oti MyUng-gil soo ounces of silver for travel¬ 
ing expenses. Arriving at Pong-whang Fortress beyond the 
Vain they were 1 -ken in hnn • by Generals Yonggoldi and 
Mabodfi Cb'ofiasserted strongly that he alone was to blame 
for the whole transaction. When the emperor had looked 
over the evidence he sent word that fine? .should be accepted 
from tbe he hers, but that Ch'otbe setii m a mnguc and hnnd- 
cuffs to Fok-kwan goal. And there hr leaver the stage o i his¬ 
tory, 011 which he had played no mean part. The traitor Yi 
Kyu plumed himself on his newly acquired Manchs. citizen¬ 
ship and presumed on bis services to write the emperor 3 
memorial under twelve bends; but the emperor in fine con¬ 
tempt exclaimed that a man who tvat not true tn his own king 
uinst he * rascal at heart and ordered him bound :uri sent back 
to Korea where we may well IjcSieve Use axe did its work 
Without delay, 

The next few years of the reign witnessed the return of 
many captives taken by the Japanese during the years q? The 
invasion; they beheld the prom ultra lion td the law that m one 
could marry during tbe three years of moomin^ for a parent: 
also a Mioiirge if cholera terribL as to c-iU^. the king to 
s«nd fluid sacrifice upon the eight high mountains of Korea, 
A powerful conspiracy, led by the prime minister* Sitti K.-tii- 
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wfm. c*me near overthrowing the dynasty* but ihe alarm wa* 
given in the very' nick of time and be and bia tallow conspire 
lens were ?e>Jert and executed. 

The twenty-first year of the reign, 1643, beheld the fall 
of the Ming dynasty in Chini. The pretest gives by the 
Mauchu* for marching on Nanking the revolt of Yi Cha- 
snug who burned Nanking and drove the emperor t® suicide. 
Then, terrified ai his own dead* W fled and the Manchn? 
stepped in. When Nanking fell, a tatter was despniched to 
Korea saving d, l atu the greatest of rulers. Yuu have Long 
been my vassal and l will now show you a favor by returning 
your hostage r the Crown Prince* 1 * 

A word is necessary as to the fate of lm Kyflng-fip. one 
of l he men who had been sent to Manchuria with Ch'od 
Myttng-gil. He succeeded in making his escape before tbe 
party reached the Yalu and in the disguise of a monk made 
his way in a merchant boar to Ttnng-nl where be attached 
himself to Gen, Whang Chopg-ye and made himself very use* 
ful It is said that he made himself famous liy capturing a 
notorious pirate. He sailed straight for the idsnd on which 
the pirate had his headquarter* and having gotten the pirn** 
and hi? crew drunk with wine he bound and brought thuu 
safely to the Chinese camp. Later he fell into the hands of 
the Monchira through treachery but was so steadfast in his 
refusal to do obeisance to them that he excited their unbound¬ 
ed admiration, tint! they tat him go buck to Korea. This 
was an unfortunate imivr fot him. for in the meantime Kim 
Cha-jllni had lieeti f teal led horn banishment and had become 
cotiTt favorite. As these men were dead!y enemies the return* 
mg general was immediately seized and put to death. This 
same ye it saw the publication of the historical work mifuecL 
the Toughs* Pobylbi 

In the following year the Crown Prince and but brother 
returned from China but the Ciuwn Prince 5Wii after sicken¬ 
ed aud died. ft had been customary heretofore for the 
king and qttaen to x ■ onje mourning for three years for 
a Crown Prince but now .m imiOvatioii whs tiincta and 
thirteen months was the limit set. Of eolith the aiiccea- 
Sion Id! to the mfnut son of the dead prince, but the 
wile of prince Poug-im f the second son of the king, was 


EOEEAS HlSTUfeV. 


140 

extremely ambitious t€i become queen. and 50 she Went 
about to gain the desired end By every messii in her 
power she brought pressure to bear upon the king to induce 
him to set aside the infant print* and nominate her husband 
ns heir to the throne- She was partially successful and the 
following year the king called his courtiers together and con¬ 
sulted as 10 the advisability of rhz plan. He urged that the 
real heir was but a babe in and that he himself was old 
and about to go the way of at! the earth. It wa< evident that 
be desired to pnt Prince Pongdni Oil the throne, md a wry 
animated discussion followed* Most of the leading minis!ns 
and officials argued against the plan saying that it uras contrary 
to the best traditions of the land and tint the people all looked 
to the young prince as their future ruler- To all these 
nr £ umertt 5 ib~ king opposed counter arguments which re¬ 
vealed plainly that he had already made up his mind as to 
his course* and that he was merely seeking for confirmation 
of his views, Kim Nyti ibeti said, 11 If the king has already 
ftmde up bb mind let him speak out and put uu end to this 
useless discussionThe king then announced that Prince 
Pong-im was to be his successor. 

About this time a dangerous rebellion broke out in Kung- 
]□ the capital qf Ch'img-ch’Onff Province, but by the prompt 
action of thei jroops from the South it was put down. This is 
warlhy of mention only as ii illustrates a curious custom Li 
Korea. On account of this rebellion the name of Kong jn 
was for many years changed to Kong san and the province of 
Cb'iing-ch’Qng to that of Hong’Ch’fing, 

The Prince Foiig-im p though now by rovjtl edict in full 
view of the throne, feared that by some turn of fortune's wheel 
he might fall short of that goal and he much desired to 
have the infant prince and his mother taken from his path. 
The aged king had entered upon a period of mental semi- 
decrepitude and was easily managed by the wife of Prince 
Pong-im. Sis palace women were accused of poisoning the 
king's food and were summarily put to death. The king 
then summoned the courtiers and accused the wile of the 
deceased Crown Prince of having assumed the garments of 
royalty while in Manchuria, of hiving used disrespectful 
Language to him on her return and of having instigated the 
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palace women to poison him. He ^aid she must be killed- 
All agreed that some positive proof of guilt mtisi be produced 
but the king insisted upon her ini media to execution which 
was accomplished by the use of poison* Her two brothers 
were likewise beaten to death* Three of the leading men tvho 
had advised against the nomination of Prince Pong-itn were 
also banished. 

The next year passed quietly, but the official cor¬ 
ruption had become so prevalent and the people were ground 
down by t he prelects to such an extent I hat the king made 
the law that each prefect must have three bondsmen who 
would be liable to punishment in ca^c ai bis malfeasance. 

The next year saw tbe introduction on the held of politics 
of a noted man, Song Si-rytiL who was destined to be a lead¬ 
ing spirit fot many a year. He was a celebrated scholar and 
the king induced him to come to Seoul only after repeated 
invitation. 

The very last year of his life this lciug cherished a hitler 
enmity toward the Mancha power and in the twenty-seventh 
year of his reign, selecting generals and planning to equip 
Lin army, he hoped to throw off the hated yoke: taut it was 
not to be, for irf the early summer of 1649 the aged monarch 
breathed his last and the heir assumed the reins of power. 
He is known in history a* Hyo-jtiug Ta-waug, 

The accession of 1 new king was the -jigiuil for the- com¬ 
bined attack q! all the officials upon Kim Cliagfiui who hail 
been so Song the practical autocrat. He was deposed, but 
the king woutd not have hitn executed, because of his former 
tervices T tkuig Sl-ryfil also took offense at the king because of 
a supposed slight and departed to the country in anger„ after 
publishing three accusal ions ag riuM hitn. 

The reign began with a storm, Kim Cba ]um who had 
retired to the country iu disgrace, took advantage of the fact 
that the Japanese had made a proposition to the prefect of 
To tig-n i to come over and join the Koreans iu an invasion of 
Chinn, and sent a detailed account of it to China, adding that 
the Korean government was preparing for war and had 
d i-scard ed the Manchu calendar. This ne ws ea u sed t rein e ndous 
excitement in China and the veteran generals Yonggoidft and 
Mabtidl were sent forward to the Yalu wiih a powerful force. 
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ftix envoys were sent to Scout oue following the other at 
intervals of only two days. Tbt?*e six arrived at Eubjn* 
stuped triere and sent forward letters demanding what it all 
mctrit. Of course this was like thunder from a dear sky lu 
the court at Seoul* and Minister Vi Kybig suk rode in person 
to Eubju and met the envoys II: invited them to ft xml 
and after a Ion# discussion and x present of a thousand ounces 
of stiver and Lite promise of a princess lo go to China to w :d 
one of the Mancha princes ami the banishment of -l few of the 
cs-ffu-i tlSj it wi±A found that no bl-i'tie was iiiiuelitd trj tU : L-tuy 
Thus began mi eventful rti^n ol ten years Tlic first years 
were signalizsd bv severe famines m the north uud the gov¬ 
ern men t had la bring Large qtiaptitles oi grain from the smith 
tu relieve the suffering, Corruption hid crept wen into 
Mic system of examinations and it was found necessary to 
preserve the incognito of the candidate* by having each out 
write lifs name on the mnrgin of his examination paper and 
than have this port con of the paper cut ail 111 to ugh the oi id die 
of a stamp *■« th.it at last when t li= papers were examined 
and Ihe successful ones selected, the writer*' names could 
not be known until they had been matched on, and found 
to fit 

An unsuccessful attempt at rebellion was made by iUe 
notorious Kim Cha-jfmi and Kim Sik, son-in-law to the hue 
king. They persuaded the [niter's wife to place a fetich 
under the floor of the king's sleeping apartment. This is 
supposed to bring about Lht speedy death of the person so 
cursed, but someone found it u»t and dh > iged the plan. The 
three leaders were beheaded, the wornn pd*pned anti her 
brothers banished* Some want el the ksrii 10 muvt because 
the palace had been defiled by the fetich, which consisted of a 
d«jd tul with the kint* s uiuue written mi w- bell;. but it was 
voted down because it would tend to eunfirni tbc people it* 
their belief in this foolish ?tipersi ition 

This king inherited much of bis Other's hatred of the 
Mancha power and we find him building a pallet at Kiiug- 
^ + ha and storing provision* there in case of a break in She 
peaceful relations then existing. He instituted sonic useful 
reforms also, forbidding the cruel practice of beating criminals 
to deitt He likewise legislated hi the interests of the people 
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when he forbade the exacting of rent for water drawn from 
the government reservoir^ fur their rice fields 

Twenty-two yearsbefore this, Kim HyQk h ont of the envoys 
to China, had there met a Westerner who is known in Korean 
history as Tang-yak-mfliig. This was one of the Jesuit priests. 
He rame first to Cauton as a missionary but his great 
laitMils were icvagntaed in thanking and the emperor called 
him to the cnpital and questioned him about his ic 3 igiou h and 
employed him as court astronomer* Th*te the Koreans saw 
the calendar called Si-hmi-yuk. When the Ming dynasty fell 
the Mn nchtk* urged the Westerner to remain and they allows 
him a regular salary* Kim Hyflk brought back a book from 
I'eLioj^ which is probably 1 copy or abstract of the celebrated 
book above mentioned* For these twenty-two years a scholar* 
Kim Sang'Mm* Lmd been studying this book, and at last having 
mastered its secrets, be came out with a calendar of his Own. 
It h staled that (lie Westerners Vi Ma-du mid Su Sti-siu had 
already Letm many years in China when Kim HyOk visited 
banking. ('These arc Ricci mid Schaalj. 

It was discovered tbai the country people were evading 
the revenue Laws by cultivating the hill sides above the marg¬ 
in of cultivation set by law, Commissioners were sent put to 
remeasure the taxable hind and to set limits to hillside cul¬ 
tivation, for it was feared that the cultivation of the hillsides 
would dimmish the fuel supply too much. It was 111 this same 
year that the ill-fated sailing vessel Sparwebr sailed from 
Ho Hand with Hendrik Hsiuei as super- cargo* F here seem to 
have beeu sixty-four men on board, and when she went to 
pieces on the island of yuelpart only thirty-six of them reach¬ 
ed shore in safely. They w ere taken to Seoul by the aiithoVi- 
ties and for fourteen years lived, now an the royal bounty* now 
by the work of their own bauds, and at times they were cveu 
compelled to beg for food. At last however the remnant ol 
them made good their escape by night and finally reached 
Nagasaki. Hamd afienvards wrote an accou nt of his captivity 
in Korea, 

1 IK the year 1654 the hostility of the king toward hisstaze* 
rain took more definite shape. He appointed Vi Wan, a bril¬ 
liant young general, to have charge of nil military matters, 
and he *eut military msEriicfQC* all through the south where 


komkan hist asx r 


T 44 

the great mo*!* of :he population lived, to drill the people in 
the science of war. He likewise built fortresses at £ung-]iu 
in Ham-gyfing Province and at Yi-bam-kciim^sQdg and at 
KyGk-p^o Sn the south. He appointed four generals to be 
stationed about Seoul to guard its approaches, and he collect¬ 
ed great quantities of grain, much of which he massed ;it 
Wba ryang near Chemulpo to be 'm readings to ship to 
Tientsin when he should invade China. He provisioned 
Kang-wha thoroughly and built a monster store-house at 
Chang'San in Whang-htf Province, because of the difficulty 
experienced by ihj boats in rounding the exposed point of that 
province; he founded a school for the training of mHilary of¬ 
ficers and twenty of the best men were detailed for study 
there. Any sign of indolence insured a prompt dismissal. 

This sovereign was an anient advocate of dress reform. 
At first he made the soldiers wear shorter sleeves and skirts 
and for the sake of lightness they were often made of silk . 
From that he made a mure general application of his ideas. 
He found the hats too broad of brim and the flowing sleeves 
very inconvenient in the breeze. Thsse points were ordered 
tu be changed and the palace hat as seen today was introduc¬ 
ed, It was first invented by the celebrated Chong Mpng-pi 
whose blood Still marks the stone bridge at Song-dp, It was 
he too that introduced the hy&ng-p‘fl or embroidered storks to 
be worn on the breasts of civil officers, and the tigers to be 
worn by military officers. 


Chapter X. 

The king dies. .. .need* of dliCCfd sown... .the new tin g ,, titeniivc 
reform*., * .party change* + ,.strife,* * *a great reformer. . Abe ajtm* 
cheeked_abui** rtmdW. .* coavetn broken up , h .variola re¬ 

forms. ... revenue.. ^forestry,, . .nietuonulist*. relinked _.. .hone*! 

ex ami n at Lim & r „ * r the people cared fpr, * . the cen eu& _aunierout 

reform*- + * qualities of a good prefect, **, the king diet rr a noble 

record-the new king.. „,a Irad outlook ** party itnfe + * ceora* 

Japanese Eel tie meat at Fuivin, ^.eeaKlufi quarrel*_ m minister 

falls. + , . wholesale execution.* .plot and counterplot *„ .reforms in 
the navy. .. i calamities. ., .reign of terror- . . Raman Catholic*. . *, 
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trouble brewing.. , .change of party ,.. ,o mUterabl t CTudW..the 
queen deposed, ...concubine made queen. great - talesman dies 
of poison. 

In the tenth year of his reign* *$ 59 . hiving exposed 
hioiseU to the sun and rain while sacrificing to heaven to se¬ 
cure the cessation of a great famine that was on the land, the 
king was taken ill, an abcess broke out on his temple and 
after a short illness he expired, in connection with his death 
arose a contention that was destined to cause the death of many 
men. The mother of the dead king was still living. She had 
worn mourning for three years after the death of her elder son. 
and now the question was whether she should assume it for an 
«jual length of time for this her second son Song Sbrylll and 
Song Chuu-gil argued that one year only was sufficient. The 
other side was taken by Yun Hyu^nd the debate was fierce and 
long. The classics were ransacked for proof texts in support 
Of either contention. The Prime Minister decided in favor of 
the shorter term and the Queen Mother wore mourning (or 
but a year. Song Si-ryHI also laid tip wrath against himself 
bv neglecting to have the king’s body wrapped tightly in 
bandages, until it bad swollen so that it required two planks 
joined together to form <h* bottom of bis coffin. This was 
considered a great misfortune and ere a year had passed Song 
was obliged to retire precipitately to the country to avoid be- 
iog mobbed for the offense. 

The new king entered upon the duties of his exalted 
position as a mere lad. in ifjbo. His posthumous title is 
Hyon-jong Tiwarig- His first duty was to give his lather 
burial. The geotnancers said he ought to be buried on a site 
near the town of Su-wiin, but the courtiers thought that was 
too star the main road, so a place was selected outside the Hast 
Gate. This first year was oue of reform. The penalties for 
murder were too small. Ha high class mao committed murder 
he could get off with i hundred blows and ineligibility for 
office for n short time, hut now the king* with the advice of the 
court, made all highdassmurdercrspermatieutly ineligible for 
office. It must be borne tu mind that the demarcation be¬ 
tween the upper and lower classes was much more distinct in 
those days than it is at present. 

Looking carefully into the condition of things, the king 
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Icuud many abuses that rcqiiirtrt correction, He ordered fhnt 
the army for l«tio clothed; he examined into the cases of 
many of the prisoners of state and liberated not a few; he re¬ 
mitted the tax on hemp and giurtng in Hanj-gyTiitg Province; 
he remitted the taxon the gold mines al Tao-cliYui which fond 
amounted lo a thousand ounce* 3 year; he lowered the land 
tax in Ch'ung-ch'iiMg Province, Tlusc voluntary retrench- 
merits called for economy at the capital and the king di-won 
t inned the royal stables. to meet the fall trig ...ff in Tr venue. 

A word is necessary here as to the complexion of the 
political parlies. The old Tong-in had gone to pieces and in 
its place we find the Nara-in, the So-ron and the Su-fonk part¬ 
ies. Wt have in all then the 


Nam-in 

So-ron 

No-ron 

Sa-btik 


with I! 6 M o k 

" Vuu Cheung 

“ Song Si-ryftl ■* 

Yu Yong'gyhng “ 


as leader 

i 1 11 


Amoug these the nnmc* of the Nam-in and No-ron were 
the most prominent rind their leaders, Hfi Mok and Song Si- 
ryiil were deadly enemies of each other. There was no inter¬ 
marriage between these different parties Each had its ?cp- 
arale color. The Nam-in was red, the So-ron blue, tbe No 
ron white and the Su link black. It was not the lien 1 ml the 


women who Wore thetre distinctive colors and evert to this day 
it is common to see the party color* in Ute col hits of womens 
coats. The men were distinguished by the shape of the coat 
collar. The No-runs and Nam-in* hud n collar cut square at 
tin- bottom; the So-run^ had a bulging curve at the fool torn and 
IheSfi link hnd a plain curve. These things son ml child if h 
bnt in those days they meant life and death. The number of 
men who have been sacrificed upon the- altar of party strife 
mounts up into the hundreds .if ihousittds. The violent and 
unreasonable strife between them prevented anything like 
concerted action when the con nt rv was threatened Irani without. 
They made it impossible for any mau to be judged according 
to lib* true merits, They effectually blocked t he efforts put 
forth by honest men to secure 3 clean and honest government, 
there is nothing mure despicable in political lift than ilie 
continued excitement of fierce passions when there is no prin¬ 
ciple at stake and when personal aggrandisement U the only 
goal. 
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Rut at the lime of which we write the No fun party* with 
Song Si-ryftl at its head. was so overwhelmingly predoinimnt 
that party strife was for a time almost held in abeyance. The 
remarkable character of this reign is largely due to bis efforts. 
The reign from beginning Lo end was one grand march of pro- 
gress* reform following reform with sutfi rapidity that the 
reign fairly scintillates with I hem. To realise how great a 
part Song Si-ryHI played in these movements it is necessary 
to know* the enormous power wielded by a Prime Minister in 
Korea, especially when he enjoys Uie entire confidence of the 
king. His powei to keep the king informed or misinformed 
makes him practically the ruler of the Innd- That Song Si- 
ryu! was a teal reformer is shown by the frequency with 
which: during many a decade after his death, statesmen would 
break out in panegyrics on bis memory. Tt is shown also in 
the passionate hatred of political enemies who saw in him a 
successful rival, We have little evidence that this man ever 
lowered himself fo the planeof common party politic*. L^cue. 
theu review the fifteen years of this reign and see the sump 
of his great preHonahty lipoii it. 

We have ak^dy mentioned some of the reforms inaugur¬ 
ated,, First lit- gained a signal victory over hi? rival HiS Mok 
who tried lohnve him degraded because of his position, in re¬ 
gard to the period of the queen's mourning. Song Si ryul 
went over the whole ground again, cited history in support of 
bis views and silenced by a simple and conclusive argument 
I he captious criticism of his detractors, but he showed his 
greatness* In not using hh power to have his enemies kilted, au 
act of generosity which lalcr co*S him hi> life. The following 
arc souse of the ref or die instituted, and we give them here in 
foil* fur lhey afford a deep insight into the condition of the 
people. 

It had l*ecu wry common fur men to leave their families 
and gri off to some monastery and become memks. Now, the 
Buddhist monasteries are the poor-houses at Korea. Beggary 
is uncommon, but often, when a man has no visible mean* of 
support, he will shaw bis head, don the garb of a monk and 
*pttid part of I he year s*i some monastery sod the remainder 
in receiving donation* from the people in Ike shape of rice or 
money. To do tbi? thty necessarily desert their families. To 
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counteract this evil the king sent forth and edict that no more 
hjcd with family ties should desert them in Lins way, And fur¬ 
thermore that all monks who had fault lies Itviug should doff 
their religious garb and cotne back to the world and support 
their families like honest men. 

The ajun is a peculiar excrescence on the body politic of 
Korea. He is the prefect's clerk* or factor, or ageul. or 
pimp, or jack-oball-trades. He is in a large sense the in¬ 
carnation of all his master's vices, to which he adds many of 
his own* A royal edict was promulgated which brought a 
host of these men to jus Lice and compelled them to disgorge 
much ofthdr illgotten gains, which were given bick + so far 
as possible, to the people from whom they had been extorted. 
In this ease the reform was notable because of the limit which 
was put to it- Ordinarily in Korea* when a tun is caught 
and made a public example of in this way* the law extends the 
punishment to the near and re mole relatives of the culprit, 
and many innocent men suffer with the guilty : but iu this case 
only actual offenders were punished* It was strictly forbidden 
to call to account any man's rdatis*s bemuse of his fault. 

For many years all the salt factories aud fisheries had 
been groaning under a heavy tax which went to support an 
almost unlimited number of the king's relatives 1 but now Lheis 
taxes were entirely remitted. We are not told whit the re¬ 
latives did, let us hope they went to work. 

It had become customary for the tax collectors todsmjud 
a poll tax not only from grown tneu, who alone were taxable 
according to law, but from children as well. This abuse was 
likewise remedied. 

The Icing gave up entirely l he wild project of assaulting 
China* which had been a pet scheme of his faiher p aud he like¬ 
wise found no cause for supporting such a large millitary re¬ 
tinue about bis person, and they were discharged. 

There was a flourishing Buddhist convent just west of 
the Kyrmg-bok Palace, in Cha-kol. The king wished to do 
away with it, but some objected on the ground that it formed 
lk 11 asylum for aged palace women, and because there were 
many royal tablets Stored there. We may well imagine the 
0011 stern a lion of these objectors when the king said concerning 
lhe tablrLSp "Well, dig a hole and bury the whole lot. 1 ’ 
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The lifeless etiskmi of having masked dancers accompany 
the royal procession when retis ruing from the niicestraJi temple 
was dune away. The king pat an end to the custom of tak¬ 
ing girls by force and compelling them to become palace Wo¬ 
men. It must be only with the free consent o! the girl's 
father. He consented to wild men to various places where 
sulphur was mined to see that the jieopie of the surrounding 
country were not ill-used. At the same time he ordered that 
no mure sulphur should be dug at Tals&ng-wigupg inside the 
Sooth Gate. He ordered that the tombs of the king of Ktoryii 
should be kept in good repair. He quelled a great popular 
excitement in the south, which arose from the rumor that 
various Buddhas in the monasteries were sweating, by show- 
iug that it was caused by the frost bringing out the moisture 
w hich had been absorbed during the rainy season. The rumor 
was probably false, but how politic it was to rake it for grant¬ 
ed and turu it off by giving some natural cause rather than 
merely to deny the rumor. He added however the command 
that as these Buddhas had caused such a disturbance they 
must be burned. 

At that time the province of Chul-la contained about 
igO.»55 kyul of laud, a kj ul being supposed to produce forty 
bf gs of rice. The revenue was *et at thirteen pecks ol rice 
from each kyttt, The revenue from 24,084 kyul was set aside 
for the support of the king's relatives, royal grave-keepers 
and for men whom the king particularly desired to honor be¬ 
cause of distinguished services. The revenue from the re* 
ruaining '*>9771 1 kjmi, amounted to i47>J34bag* of rice, 69,280 
of which came up to the capital and 85,916 were stored for use 
by officials in the eountry. A certain amouul of forest land 
was Customarily set aside for fuel supply for the different 
palaces, bm through maladministration these palaces each 
had much mote forest laud that it was entitled to, and as a 
consequence the people had to suffer. So the king ordered a 
redistribution of the forest lauds and a correction of the fuel 
bill. He sent twenty bags of cotton seed into Ham-gyutig 
province, (or he desired to see this useful plant grown iu every 
,.o; of the eight provinces. The island of Quel part being still 
very wild and tht people uncultivated, the king, for the first 
tune in the history of the peninsula, made an attempt tocivi- 
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lize them, by offering them governinent offices and by estab¬ 
lishing schools for them. He also did the same for the river 
towns along the Vain. As the wild tribes of Sdl-baa and 
PySl-titt frequently came aero - the bonder and looted the 
people's houses at and near Chang'jin, a general was sent to 
take care of Korean interests, When i 4 oq scholars from the 
country came to the capital and memorialized the king against 
.Song Si-ryuJ they were told that they tver« engaged In a mere 
party strife and bad not the interests of the country at heart, 
and that if scholars meddled with the affairs of government 
they would be severely handled. Along the Turn in River the 
pcoplt were utterly ignorant, and scarcely knew* whether there 
was a king at all; so men were sent to found schools among 
them and teach. Nepotism existed to such an extent, es¬ 
pecially in connection with the government examinations, 
that the king decided that no relative of any of the exam in ers 
should be a candidate for honors. He established a criminal 
court in Seoul and took all criminal cases out of the bands of 
the prefects, as they often judged from prejudice rather than 
from Lht facts He lessened by half the tax that had been 
levied for die making ol arms. The government seized all 
coiiiDiun prostitute* and unde them government slaves He mg 
a devout Con file mure t the king commanded that the names of 
Confucius' four disciples be never pronounced aloud. He 
diminished ike garrison of Sa-w4a from 6000 to 4000 on the 
plea of economy. He gave presents of money to all unmarri¬ 
ed women over thirty years of age. us some compensation for 
what, in Korea, is considered the hardest of hard lots. He 
was so affected by distress which lie saw in the country' dur¬ 
ing one of his frequent trip- to tile hot springs, that when he 
returned to the capital he bud aside many of the luxuries bath 
of his wardrobe and his table. He made camps for the poor 
who flocked to Seoul because of utter want in the east coun¬ 
try. One was outside the Water Mouth Gate, and the other 
at A-o-gfl. He likewise furnished l hem food and medicine. 
When a boatload of Chinese belonging to the Ming dynasty, 
which had lied southward , was driven by a storm on Quel part 
Use king promptly forwarded them to Peking rather than lay 
himself open to any possible charge of bad faith toward the 
Manchu power. 
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When some oue tried to evade the payment of kvhiIW 
bv eta lining that the boil thflt wm bringing it was wrecked, 
he decided that if this happened again the owner should Le 
decapitated. The king restored the copper types which had 
been destroyed at the time of the Japanese occupation of 
Seonl* He built * shrine to the unfortunate Tau-jong Td. 
van*. He remeasured the lands in the southern provinces 
for a proper adjustment of revenue. He decreed that though 
a I mi tor’s family must tae Dunished with him. married daugh¬ 
ters should be exempt from punishment. He acquiesced in 
the suggest ion of the minister of war that the scaling of the 
city wall be made a capital offei!:*. but when the courtiers 
represented that if such a small crime deserved death every¬ 
body would be a candidate for the executioner’s sword, he re¬ 
called the edict. 

One of this king’s most interesting edicts was in connec¬ 
tion with the census. Having ordered a numbering of the 
people, he found that objections were raised, because it would 
mean u mure systematic ;ind thorough collection of taxe-*. 
So he pot forth the edict that whenever murder occurred, if 
the murdered man's name was not on the list of tax payers, 
the murderer would be immediately panloued. Of course 
everybody hastened to get their names on the books and to 

let it be known. 

He forbade marring* between people of the same family 
name, A commission was appointed to go and break of! the 
point of dangerous rocks that obstructed the channels along 
the coast and among the islands. No governor was allow 
to appoint any relative of bis own to any position m ihe pro¬ 
vince. A man who came up from the south and chargee 
Song Si-ryul with treason, but could give no evidence to sub¬ 
stantiate the charge, wus put to death. 

U waa customary to expose infants born of mcest, and 
thev ~rte allowed to die in the streets. The king ordered 
that the government pay the expense of the rearing of such 
unfortunates, H* gave decent burial to those who d.eo in 
(be mat sheds outride the wait, where contagious cases were 
carried and left to die. He named »io* kinds of men who 
would make good prefects. < 1 1 Men of good life and conduct 
[» Good scholars ( 3 > Skillful men aud those who lettered 
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trade. {4) Natural leader* (5) Fearless meo* (6) Students 
of human nature. (7) Men without an itching palm. (?t) 
Men renowned for filial piety. (9) Good authors. 

In the fifteenth year of his reign* 1674, he was taken 
ill. The death of his mother worked upon his spirits and 
aggravated his disease, and death ensued. He needs 110 en¬ 
comiums except the bare list of the great things that were 
done during his reign. They will go down to posterity as Ills 
lasting monument. His genius coupled with that of his great 
adviser. Song Si rydl, ranged through every phase at politi¬ 
cal and social Life, revenue, finance, political economy„ ngricul- 
tore, mining, official rectitude, civil service, social ethics* 
sanitation,education, internal improvement, the army*'papular 
superstition, slavery, penalties, foreign relations, border 
policcp famine relief, consanguineous marriage* publication; 
these and many other important topics demanded and secured 
from him careful attention He put down party strife with a 
heavy hand* and only once or twice during the whole period 
of his reign does it raise its malignant head 

Fits son succeeded to the throne, known by his posthum¬ 
ous title Suk-jOug Tt-wang, Party spirit had nut been dead 
but only in abeyance during his father's strong rcigo. It 
now broke out again. Memorials puured 111 upon lh* young 
king urging the evil practices of Song Si ryul, and the young 
king thought there must be some truth in them because of 
their very number*. He became the center of a very .storm 
of charge and counter-charge, of attack and defense. Being 
btit fourteen years old and of 3 naturally vacillating tempera- 
mesit, lie %vas first the tool of one party and then ol another* 
His whole reign h which covered a period of forty-six years* 
was otic maelstrom of party strife and was fruitful 01 more 
startling than useful events. Hi* leading characteristic was 
capriciousnes.H. Again and again he turned from one party 
to another, each turn being accompanied by numberless 
denths. But we must not anticipate. 

It will he noticed that when his reign began in 1673 the 
ftam-ia party was in power with Hi jut at its head The 
strife over Song Sl-ryol had resulted in his baoishiiient to 
W!bt-sail. He was the Bismarck of Korea in that when hb 
master died the aged councillor found iu the son the same 
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platitude that the Iron C-tancellor did. It would be an end¬ 
less as well as a fruitless, task to describe the party fights that 
took place. It will be enough to say that the reign was one 
long fight from beginning to end. During the early part of 
the reign, tn 1677, a complete census of the country was made, 
It was probably the conclusion uf work begun by the former 
king. It wns found that in the whole country there were 
1.234,5** houses, containing 4,703.505 people. 

Some excitement was caused when it was found that 
Chinese histories were claiming that Prince Kwutig-liA was a 
good man. and that In-jo T*-wang had revolted against him. 
After a sharp parly fight the king decided lo send an envoy 
and request the emperor to have the mistake corrected. 

In 167B the Japanese again insisted that their quarters 
in Fusan be enlarged. Consent was given lo move the set¬ 
tlement seven // to the south, to the town of CbO- byang. Th is 
is the present site of the town of Fusan. From east to west 
its length was 37a (tithe and 4 tie; From north to south :L 
wax 256 imho. Two official reception halts were built, one 
called the East Hall and ih;other the West Hill, The houses 
were all built by Japanese carpenters from Tsushima and the 
work covered a period of three years. The kOft^il govern¬ 
ment gave 9000 bags of rice and fioao ounces of silver to cover 
the expense, and undertook to kecpLhe place in repair. Thtt 
this colony was kept up in good style is shown by the fact 
that Korea nude repairs on these buildings in 1721, 1724, 
1748, 1765. 178c, 17S6, tJ94- tSoi, 1813, 1822, 1831, 183b, 
1850, 1S53, 1857, 1864. 

The roost trivial matters were made occasions (or patty 
fights. A storm occurred on a day when the king was to go 
out. and the No-run parly claimed that it was a dispensation 
of providence to spoil a plot ol the Nansitis to revolt ami 
seize the reins of power. Whoever took 3 firm position on 
any point found later that it becau e the bids for an accusa¬ 
tion and it cause for death- So it was with the Prime Minis¬ 
ter Hu Jfifc who advised the building of a fortress near Song- 
do. This later caused his death. The courtier* accused each 
other in the royal presence about the most trivial matters, 
such as quarrels between their concubines, the cutting of 
fuel timber, the profligacy of the Prime Minister's sou, and 
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such like, while great an tiers of slate seem to have taken 
care of themselves. 

And so we arrive at the year i6fk). The Nam-in are 
still in full power and HA jut is still master of the situation. 
Bat see how small a thing occompiisiies his downfall. The 
day arrived for ancestral worship in Hu Jut’s house, but it 
was very rainy. The king thoughtfully ordered the eunuchs 
to get out the palace awning of oiled paper and carry it to the 
Minister's house and let him use It during the ceremony. 
The eunuch replied that IlA Jut had already taken it. In - 
stautiy the king's kindly feeling was changed to auger and 
hatred by the insolence of the Minister in thus appropriating 
the awning. He sent a messenger and discovered that a 
crowd of the adherents qf the Nam-it) parry had congregated 
at JIu Juk’s house. They were irumediately denounced as 
traitors. The generals were called and the house was stir* 
rounded with troops. All the leading men in the Nam do 
party were killed on the spot. The names of the killed ate 
Hn Jnk, lJu Kyiin, Yu Hyuk-jun, Yi Wun jftng. 0 Chung- 
ch'ang, Yi T*l-sd. Chdng WiTn-no, K.»ng Man-ell fit, Yi Wan* 
sung and Yurt Hyn. The king's two cousins, Princes Pofe- 
sun and Pak-pyfin. and tight others were banished. The No- 
roti party were then called back to power. The king brought 
back from exile the great Song Si ryul and also Kim Su-faau. 
whom he made Prime Minister. In twenty-four hours ti trust¬ 
ed minister and party were totally overthrown and every place 
was filled with a member of the opposition. The next few 
aiijuths were .jj-jiit in hunting down the remaining (ciders 
of the Nam-in party and securing their exeentjon. Some 
were hung, 'ome poisoned and some decapitated. One in¬ 
stance of this will suffice. Hu Sfi and Hii Yiing, two influen¬ 
tial men lived at Yong-san. There was no valid charge again** 
them, SO Kim Suk ju told the king he would hud one. To 
this end he sent one Kim Whan-go to Youg-san and gave him 
money to build a fine house adjoining that of the prospective 
victims. Before long he had them Involved in treason able 
plans and as soon as enough evidence wv. collected ihe two 
men were seized and pul to death, awl with them n large 
number of their immediate friends. Man-hunting was not so 
much a public necessity a* a private pastime. 


MOEnffttK fcukEA. 


The newly installed general-in-chief fqnml great abuses 
in the army and thousands of names on flic rolls. of mtn lung 
since dead Taxes were being collected in an utterly lawless 
way. These abuses were done awny and others probably as 
bad or worse took their places, fur as power meant spoils the 
newly victorious party was tioUikeJy to forego any of sis priv¬ 
ileges, We arc borne out in this supposition by the fact 
that about this time the king begun the custom of making an 
annual visit to the temple of heaven to pray for good crops. 
This indicates that the peopre were being badly governed He 
paid Considerable attention to the navy and appointed Au-ju. 
Suk-ch + 0n, Snn-an. Ymig-yu* Chenitg-saru Paring yang, 
Voftg-yanE, Kang so, Sam wha, Ham-jong and So-gang in 
P^yflng-an Province and Chnug-DYun. Etm-yul k P^nng-ch'bn, 
Hfi'Sa and Au*ak in Whang-hft Province to be naval stations. 
It was only at this late date that the second king of the dy¬ 
nasty received the posthumous title of Chttttg-jung Tl wang. 

Attention was paid to the border forts along the Yaln, 
expenses were curtailed and garrisons were supported out of 
the laud tax of the adjoining districts It was a time of many 
severe calamities. A fire in P'yuog-yang burned 344 houses 
and a flood in Ham-gyftng Province destroyed siQ 6 more with 
great loss of life. Song Sbfyill had nut forgotten his old 
master, now some ten year* dead, and he suggested iq the 
Icing that Hyo-joog Ti~wang be honored with the iVriV, that 
is, that his tablet be not removed from tile ancestral temple 
after the fourth generation, as was customary, but should re¬ 
main there permanently It caused a great com mot bn, but 
the aged minister carried the day. It is true that few 
monarch* of the line better deserved that honor than did Hyo- 
jong T*-wang. 

The year *684 beheld a sort of "reign of terror.' 1 H 
arose in the following manner. A messenger from ih- Japan¬ 
ese on Tsushima cattle poet haste announcing that a large band 
o( Chinese pirates was about to land mi Korean noil. A panic 
followed in Seoul and thousands fled precipitately to the coun¬ 
try. Bunds of thieves took advantage of the confusion to 
commit many lawless acts. They formed a sort uf secret 
society and their principles were anarchistic. They tntde it 
an object to raid house* where mouty was tobr found. They 


KOkEAN HISTCkV. 


I5<V 

Keixed Indies as they were passing along the streets in covered 
chairs, mid violated them. They seized officials whom they 
hated, and put them to death. The government found one of 
their boots and in it was written their oath of membership. 
Three cardinal principles were seL forth ; (1) To kill as many 
) 1 oh]cinen as possible. (2) To violate as ninny women as pos¬ 
sible. (3) To steal as much personal property as possible. 
Seven men whn had carried away and ravished a widow of 
KonR-ju were caught and decapitated. One of them was her 
own cousin and he belonged to the so-called "knife gang.*' 
After a tiitse the disturbance was suppressed. 

One incident of a peculiarly Korean character deserves 
mention. Some money was stolen from the strong room of a 
fortress near Song-do. The store-house keeper was snsfected 
tmt there was no evidence. So the commandant secretly 
questioned the keeper's little sow atid found that the suspicion 
was correct. Tbs keeper was punished hut the commandant 
was also cashiered from the fact that he had induced a boy to 
incriminate his ow^father. 

The native records say that in the twelfth year of this 
sovereign, in (fifth. Roman Catholicism entered Korea for the 
first time. Certain foreigners catered the conntry and 
preached the new doctrine. We are not told of what nation* 
aliu- these meu were hut it was long beforeany European at¬ 
tempted to enter Korea. We are told that the new doctrine 
spread rapidly and that sonic of the highest officials asked the 
king to send the foreigners out of the country. Whether this 
was done cannot now be learned Nothing is said of this in 
the French work on the Roman Catholic Mission In Korea, 
and it is somewhat difficult to understand. It would hardly 
Ijc found in the records, however, were there not some ground 
lor I he statement. 

The following year behdd events that were to result in 
another violent revolution and iu the driving from the scat of 
power the No-non party and the reinstatement of the Nam-in. 
It all grew from the king's taking a concubine, Chang, who 
soon gamed complete ascendency over him. A rumor arose 
that the queen ]wa* to be deposed and when Hap Sdng-u ex¬ 
postulated with I lie king, the latter dew into a pass ion and 
dren e him away, 1 he following year the concubine presented 
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the king with a son. the most unfortunate thing that could 
have happened, for, the queen being as yet childless, it served 
to pin the king more entirely under the indueuee of the con 
cubing Trouble followed immediately* The king said " t aui 
now forty years old and have no son by the queen. The |>eo- 
pie are getting uneasy. As 1 have gotten a son by a cuiicn- 
bine I intend lo make him Crown Prince* and anyone may 
object at his peril/" In this way he threw- as it were a torch 
into a powder magazine. The Na-ran party who were in 
power* wtr_* in arms at once for they knew that the opposition 
had been using the concubine to under mine tktkt influence. 
Memorials jwjured in from all sides reminding the king that he 
was still young, that there was no need of haste in appointing 
the queen a successor. These memorials the king answered 
by banishing the senders. Even Song Si-nr tit who had entered 
a mild protest, was stripped of rank and sent outside the city. 
The Nam-iti party then stepped uuce more into power* From 
the Prime Minister down all office* were again turned over to 
them, Song Si^ryBl was banished to Quel part, but the Nam- 
in were not content with that* and demanded his death, So 
he was summoned back to Seoul Posthumous honors were 
given to many of the Nam-ins whom the king bad ordered 
killed at the house of Hft JCik„ 

Not long after this the king begun to make preparations 
to put away his queen. To this end he made the following 
statement. ' For a long time I have been aware of the queen's 
jealous disposition ami evil mind, and I have borne with it 
patiently but now I can endure it no longer. Since I have 
taken the concubine Chang it has been still more Unendurable, 
The queen and the cotieubine Kim have been putting their 
heads together \n an attempt to fnghteo me into putting aivay 
Cbaug, but I saw through the plan. Now what shall we do? M 
Time and again tile officials came pleading for the queen r but 
the king was utterly deaf to all they bad io say. He piled 
unjust accusations upon her without deigning to give a single 
proof. Large numbers where banished and a few killed outright 
because ot their intercessions with the king* The moat not¬ 
orious case was that of Fak T fc i-bti whose name has passed into 
a proverb. He with two others memorialized the king beg¬ 
ging him to drive away the concubine and retain the queen. 
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The king's rage knew m> bounds. He came out and took his 
s*at in front of the ln-jftng Gate of the Chung-dub Palace and 
had the man brought before him. When asked why he JmJ 
written the memo rial he :inswtred, “Bcoau^i" of the treatment 
the queen has rLceiv?fi. 1 r The king then ordered red hot 
plates to be pass*?il along his limbs. Still he would not ex¬ 
press sorrow. Then bowls were broken into small pieces and 
the fragments were piled tip on the man a already bunted 
limbs, a plank was placed across them and men stood uij either 
end of it and jumped up and down. The pieces af pottery 
were of course ground into the Hum's leg*. As lie still re ■ 
nwined firm he was Lied with a rope and hoisted to the top oi 
.1 high pole in a cruelly painful position. As he stilt remained 
Unmoved lie was banished to the south. His aged father ac¬ 
companied hiiu as far as Hit river tmd there he died of hts 
wounds. This, so fur from stopping the flood of pet it imp, 
only increased it, fur immediately 16.000 men with Chong To- 
gyQng at their head sent in an appeal and likewise all the 
country scholars mid all the siudmts of the Cotifuciau school. 
Hut every petition was relumed by thr passion-blinded king 
Iu the fifth moon of the year, 16%, the king deposed the 
queen. stripped her of all here titles, degraded her to the level 
of the Common people and seat her back to her father's house, 
not by way of the great gate of the palace but by a side gate, 
in a white sedan chair, the badge of a criminal. Concubine 
Chang was proclaimed queen and her father became a prince. 
We will remember that the aged Song Si-ryul had been order¬ 
ed kick from Qlitlpart to mcfl his fate at the capital, but tvtu 
the popular sympathy which a public execution at Seoul would 
have aroused was denied him, tor the king sent a draught of 
poison to be administered on the way. and so in an obscure 
country village the grand old man drank the deadly pottos 
and passed away. Some of his followers who afterwards me¬ 
morialized the king in regard to him were killed or banished, 
together with the deposed queen's relatives. The following 
year the son of the newly appointed uiiceu was made Crown 
Prince. 


mliEkrn kohka. 


'59 


CHAPTER XL 

Htfivy U t. n Utt. novel. , the wheel of fortune twill 

." . _tbi; (| n«n rested .. ..tNUt-h** built... .UHHiiune 

II weak tiiiie ...a ludd integral . .terrible tepHaal* 
cowitHfrab contact with lb* West . .kroif*i jinpidau death 
entraio killed party rtrifc I»t down —f<» r Jfcpw*r«* 
.. prettWHon nf nssaufactnre atul «*lc ui wine .* powerful con* 
ephM-y p re partitions fu( defense .. CMp*up]u fall* -telndhun 
put down with a Heavy hand honor* liintnlmteil ■ - -tiildiiUJ (ifci- 
hlfnfcert .. incipient r«-t»el)ii>n reforms. ,. .re&wvrirv ui* ot 
wmc interdicted . hureau ofagriculture . .Important eecret «rvice 
dr^ Tvlfirru itikI pnni»-limeuTr- stopped .a. new war ve*-el 
”!ln«rert mrwHurcTuent fatpetial lomb* lui.nniucot to the 

riend polltk&l pvtiic& jnntjtimcmfs- 

Each year :i large Chine** embus**- visited Seoul, and it 
was customary to feed them from silver dishes, which were 
given ihem ns presents when they returned TO their own land. 
This exjn:!i!*v was met by a iJ* the people of ijong-do. 
While the king was making * small tour in l he country he 
Arrived at Song-do and there hr asked about this tax The 
people replied that they had to sell their very children to 
intet It. Tot it amounted to i.coo bags of rice. 900.000 cash, 
.votro bag* of other grain. *,000 pieces of doth as well us 
other things. The king listened 1° their petition and remitted 
the tax. 

Only five years elapse before we find the king making 
another complete change in his household, by driving "til the 
new queen, who bad lieen the cottcobine Chang, nnd reinstat¬ 
ing the old queen in Her rightful place again. These sudden 
and complete changes of face in the king would have been 
amusing had they not been accompanied by the shedding of 
so much innocent blood. The king had tired of his new 
queen. He seems to have been one of those men who require 
a periodical outbreak of some kind, but who in the intervals 
are perfectly ipiel. The time had come for such an outbreak 
and Kim Ch'un-t'fllc was the instrument by which it was 
brought atxmt. He had bought himself into the gotxl graces 
of the palace women, and as a first step toward the accom¬ 
plishment of bis plans he wrote a book in which was illustrat¬ 
ed, in romance form, the evils of putting away the true wife 
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for a concubine, The copy of this book which was given to 
the king materially hastened the catastrophe. The Nam in 
were in power but (hey looked with concern upon the king's 
growing antipathy toward them and they urged hnn to put 
the too hold novelist out of the way; hut the lenders of the 
No ron party, knowing that all depended oti a quick, decisive 
blow, went in a body to the king at night and Urged him to 
follow the evident bent of his inclinations. This he proceed¬ 
ed to do by banishing the brother of queen Chang, and with 
him the leaders of the Nam-in party. Then udee more the 
No-ron stepped to the front mid prepared to enjoy the good 
things. High posthumous honors were given to Song St-ryul 
and to the deposed queen's father ami to many others of the 
No-rons who had perished during the lust outbreak. The 
king, to save hrs "face." called the deposed queen back little 
by little He first put her in a little palace in An.dong; then 
he transferred her to the "Mulberry Faiaee,’* and finally 
brought her to the palace proper Thu woman Chang was 
agiiiti reduced tu her former place and ,t stringent law was 
tnarie that henceforth no royal concubine should ever be rais¬ 
ed to the position of queen. The martyr Pat T'Abo was 
given post humous tv the title of Prime Minister. The rein¬ 
stated party tried to induce the king to kill the concubine, 
but, as she was the mother of the heir apparent to the throne, 
he could not consent. A slave of this concubine's resorted 
to a clever trick in orderto turn the tables on the No-ren party, 
hnticing to his house a slave of one of the leaders of the No-roti 
party, he got him intoxicated and then stole from him his 
name tag. a piece of wood which each person was supposed 
to carry and on which his name was written. This he took 
ami dropped beside the grave of the father of the conbuhiue 
where it was discovered that a fetich had been buried. This 
was to show that a No-ron loader had resorted to the black 
art to win back his way to power. The king, however, look* 
ed into the matter, discovered the fraud atid killed the prime 
mover iti the plot, a Nara-in leader. Many others were also 
hatiisfatd. 

Four years passed without any events of importance, and 
then the queen became afflicted with boils and expired. The 
records tell ns that that wight the king dreamed that the dead 
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queen came to him with her garments covered with blood. 
To his enquiries she made no answer except to point toward 
the iparEJnents of the amenbiue Chang. The king arose and 
went in that direction, :mi his ears were greeted with the 
sound of laughter and met rhucnl. Wetting Uis huger in bis 
mouth he applied it to sh^ piper window and soon made a 
peep*hole* There he beheld the concubine and a large com¬ 
pany of sorceresses engaged in shooting arrows into an effigy 
of the queen and making merry over having done her 10 death 
by placing a fetich under her room. This was the signal for 
another of the king's periodical outbreaks. In spite of her 
being the mother of the Crown Prince* he poisoned her and 
killed j 3 1 her sorceress com pinions* A host of the Nam-in 
party also met their death. Tli-: almost incredible number ot 
l ,700 people are said to have met their death as a result of this 
disturbance There must have Lpeeu in connection with si a 
sort of '"star chamber, M or secret tribunal where many went 
in but none came out. for we are told that a few years later 
□ secret prison in the palace was abolished. 

The year 1711 was marked by the building of the great 
momilahi fortress of Puk hni among the mountains im¬ 
mediately behind Seoul. There had been a fortress there 
in the ancient days of Pivk-je. It is an almost ideal place 
for a place of retreat, being surrounded with very steep 
mountains. 

When this king died in t7*a the custom was first inau¬ 
gurated of having the whole people put on mull ruing clothes, 
and wearing theirs for three years in honor of the dead king* 

The new kiug s known bv his posthumous title of Kyong- 
jnug Tl-wang, was the son of the disgraced and executed con¬ 
cubine Chang. By this lime the so-called Xamdn party had 
practically passed off the stage ie history , its leading men had 
all been killed and it had left the field to its iwu great rivals 
the No run and So-ron. although as we have before said the 
No-run was inrrwhdiniiigl> predominant. 

Khiv kymig-jong was a man of feeble intellect and lie 
took no inlerest in tile affair* or government. He merely 
served as a tenter about which factional fights went on. It 
is said that his mot her, the concubine Chang, when about to 
be led lo execution, said to him. “If I nm to die you must die 
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with me/* and at that she struck at him with an improvised 
weapon, a pteee of wood. She succeeded only iu wounding 
him, but it was in a portion of the body that rendered ii tin- 
possible for him ever to have an heir. He swung like a pen- 
tin|.um back and forth between the Noron and Soroo parties, 
agreeing with whichever happened for the moment to gain 
his ear. This caused the Noron party some uneasiness and 
they desired to see the reins of government in more responsi¬ 
ble hands- They warmly Favored the king's brother as a 
candidate for the throne. The king was always ailing, foi he 
never thoroughly recovered from the wound which his mother 
had inflicted, and he was unable to perform the ancestral 
rites. He was also afflicted with sores on this head, so that for 
months at a time he was uuahle to wear the headband which 
is such a distinctive mark of she Korean. The Noron leaders 
induced someone to memorialize the king asking him to make 
his brother his heir. They all added their advice of th- same 
tenor, and finally induced him to-consult the Queen Mother 
about it. She entered heartily into the plin and lhe decree 
went forth that the king 1 ' brother was heir apparent. This 
was like a thunder-bolt among the Soroti ranks, The whole 
transaction had been carefully concealed from them, and now 
a man who could not under the circumstances, brother than 
h warm Friend of the Noron party wan heir to the throne, and 
every Koran was in danger. They Mormed and protested and 
TtiEtaorialked but to no avail. The appuintmem o[ an heir 
was like the lawn of the Modes and Persians, unalterable. 
But the Noron people knew the weakness of the king and 
they feared what might take place in some unguarded hour 
when the enemy might gel the king'* ear, and so they played 
a bolder game still. They asked the king to resign in favor 
of the heir. He promised to do so, but the ungmrded hour 
which the Noruns feared came; and the promise w** not kept. 
Not only so. but when it was whispered in the kings ear 
that the Noron* were trying to imirp the power the worst 
fears of that party were realized. They were driven from 
power osid the Sorons came up smiling. But the king who 
liked quiet and repose had one lucid interval when he said, 
"Thefts no love of country in all this- it t& simple parly 
prejudice and thirst for blood.'* 
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At the head of the triumphant par tv were Clio T'fl gn p 
Cb'ttf Kytt-su and Ch h o& Siik-hang. They began the perfor¬ 
mance of their official duties bv bribiug the pilnce women 
and eunuchs to kill the heir to the throne. Thv plan wa:- to 
shoot him "by mistake 1 ' while pretending to hunt fora whit-i 
fox which they *aid was haunting the poince. The lu-ir was 
informed however and 100k measures to injure his own safety. 
He asked to h.tve two of the palace women killed and two of 
the eunuchs, but the king himself was in mortal fear of the 
Somns, whom he had brought back to power, and he dared 
not do so. Thereupon the heir said ai I will resign and go out 
from the palace and become one of the common people 11 

The Moron party were not idle. FLiev kn-w that the 
Sorons would ^cbn be hunting iheir Iliads, and so they at¬ 
tempted to take the offensive by assassin a ting the king: but. 
as usually happened, they were betnyed, and terrible reprise 
als fodowed. Twelve of the Norou lenders were beheaded and 
hundreds were beat*: 11 to death or banished. It is gravely 
stated that in this one connection eighteen 11 undr--1 men lost 
their lives, 

The dose of the king's second year witnessed a severe 
famine on the island of Qpdpart and the king scut thither 
7,000 bags of grain and remitted the tax of horses,, for which 
that island has been from time immemorial celebrated. 

The desperate stale of affairs at tilts juncture is well il¬ 
lustrated hy two incidents. First, the king w,l* so enamored 
of the SortHi party that Vic took Mole Ho ryong r their Leader, 
outside the gate one night nn .l sacrificed a white horse and. 
tasting its blood, swore that until lime s end Molt Ho ryoug's 
descendants should hold high office under the government 
Second, the Sorort nffiriak went to the shrine of thu great 
Song Si ryul and tearing (he tablet from iL* pine-, dragged it 
through the filth oi a dung-hill* Meanwhile we hear nothing 
□bout the people and the cuuutty, The government was Tint 
(or them and they probably eared as little tor tt ns It did for 
them. 

But even these aangTHiutry scenes conlrl not entirely stop 
the march of euUghttum-nt h for we learn that at this very time 
foreign cluck*, barometers and water hose were being 
brought into Korea (r^us Peking where the) had been iulro 
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dnced by foreigners. This was done by the envoy Vi 
l-mvung who met missionaries iir Peking He had a conversa¬ 
tion with them on the subject of religion stud professed to find 
great similarity between Christian doctrines and those of the 
Chinese classics. 

The fourth yeaf of this unfortunate king, 1624, opencri 
with a reform that augured wdl.^ It consisted in the destruc¬ 
tion of all the coin-cnis outside the city gates, especially out¬ 
ride the West Gate which was Hi that time about half a mile 
west of the piesent New Gate. The reasons i\tx uoi specif- 
lenity given* but these convents had obviously become dan¬ 
gerous to the morals 011 he people* and hot-beds oi sedition„ But 
the king was not permitted to continue his reforms, for he 
died in the eighth moon, of poison, it is said, administered in 
h shrimp salad It is further alleged that it whs the work of 
his brother, probably on the principle that he was the one to 
gain most by the kmg f s death. But we may well doubt the 
truth of the rumor, for nothing that is told of tkni brother 
in dimes that he would commit such an act, and m the second 
place a man who will cat shrimps in inid-sumnitx, lhaL have 
been brought thirty miles from the? sea without icu might 
expect to die- 0 ( couns all ihe Scran officials were willing 
to believe the heir did it and one of them advised that a silver 
knife be stuck into the king s dead body, lor it is popularly 
believed that poison in the “system w ill tnriiish >ijver , but it 
wait not done. There was no way to prevent the bated heir 
assuming his royal prerogative, which did the same year, 17 34, 

The new king, known by his posthumous title of Ydug* 
jotig Tu- T .vaug T now rdlcFtd upon the longest and one oi tile 
must brilliant reign- in the annals of the present dynasty; a 
reign which prove*, fara&circtimsiauthij evidence can prove, 
that he was not guilty of the murder of his brother. As may 
lie surmised, his deadly enemies the Serous, were driven (row 
office and tbe Norons reinstated. It is probable that the king 
found it impossible to restrain the Nurmis from taking re- 
Vthge upon their enemies and we ate told that a thousand 
men were killed each year for some years, Thai this wasdone 
in spdt: of the king, rattler tilau by him, .will bt- seen fioni the 
strenuous efforts which he made lu destroy Lliv iiise- of jmrLy 
dcmurcntioii. 
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He begun his reign with x statement of his in ibilitY Lo 
rule the people rightly, and blaming hiuiHrlf for the suffering* 
ui the people from famine and plague He immediately 
proclaimed his son crown prince, so I hat from the very first 
there might be no question as to the succession. He liad to 
give way to the importunities of bis cou ncillors and decapitate 
Kim Il-gyfmg who had charged him with the murder of his 
brother. 

On the very first dny of the new year he proclaimed that 
all party strife must cease ; that men must think and plan for 
the good of the whole country rather than fox a particular 
party, Ashe was returning one day from a royal tomb a 
man beside the road shouted * 'There goes the man who poi¬ 
soned his predecessor with shrimps/* Recognizing in this 
nothing but an attempt to keep open the old party sore, the 
king handled the man severely togeitser with certain others 
of the Soron parry who had iivsfsgattd him to the outrage. 

From that day to this the Norott party has been uniform¬ 
ly in power. Party strife practitilly ceased, ttol by the di^ 
solution of the other parties but because onv party obtained 
such an overwhelming ascendency that lbe others died of 
-tarvulioiK Several thing? Jed to this result. A ^erie* of 
unsuccessful conspiracies -on the part of the Soroit party; 
each of which weakened it to the point of exhaustion; and 
secondly the extreme length of the reign, during which, with 
one short interval, the king Held firmly to the Noittn party. 
The closing act of his first \&\r was a reform which he forced 
ill the government dispensary. It had long been a rich 
morvd foj- comsdenemies* officials to fatten upon, but now the 
whole person nel of the institution was changed and it again 
performed its normal function of dispensing medicines for 
the public health. The king's forbearance is seen in the fact 
that when a thief was caught, bearing upon his person a 
letter from two of the pat ice women iskinghim to procure fur 
them a deadly poison, the king executed the thief but refused 
to proceed against the women* on the ground that they had 
iio possible cause for wishing bub death. 

We here meet ihecurion^statemeiil. not men tinned hereto¬ 
fore, that from lliv earliest times the Lords of Tsushima re¬ 
ceived seals from the king of Korea. At this time Ihedaimyo 
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of that bland scut au I asked the king to renew' the custom* 
which had probably been discontinued for a short spare of 
time. The king: complied with the request atid had Lhe 
seal cot and it, It is not possible to conclude from this 
that the daimyo of Tsti him a considered himself a vassal of 
Korean for st b not mentioned etsewhere in the K ntan en. 
nuts. We can form but one theory that will account for iL 
This seal may have been only for the purpose of identification 
to vouch for the authenticity of Otters Ihal might pass be¬ 
tween Korea and Tsushima. The time may come when* in 
the light of fact* not vet disco vered, this incident may throw 
light on the early feint ions between Korea and japan, 

A striking feature of this king's reign wns < h* promulga¬ 
tion and enforcement of the principle of the prohibition of the 
manufacture and use of spirituous liquors. We venture to 
affirm that ibis king was the first m history, if not the only 
oue t to boldly assert and rigidly enforce the principle of total 
abstinence from the use of wines and liquors. His three 
commands were (il Party strife must cease, (a) Luxury 
must be ctirtutied (3! The making, selling or drinking of 
fermented Wine* or distilled liquor* is a capital offense. 

Hut this ;nsd other reforms were +iboflt to be eclipsed by 
the great upheaval of B fter the relation of which we 

will return to them. The Norons made such desperate at- 
tempts to induce the king to continue the persecution uf ihe 
Soruu party tlmt be underwent a revulsion of feeling &nd for 
a *hort time punished the No tons by calling back into power 
many of the opposition. It may he that this short respite 
awoke the slumbering ambition os the Sorqu party so that 
when they found it was but partial and temporary their 
chagrin drove them into sedition. There appeared at Nam- 
wriu In Chub la Province an insulting circular asserting that 
the king had killed his brother and that lb- whole Norou 
party were traitors It called upon all good men to oppose 
the government in every way possible. The governor sent a 
copy to the king who simply said "Burn it up* 1 * But he 
greatly tnisuiiculiilcd the amount uf sentiment that lay behind 
that circular, and his eticmit'i look advantage of hh» misus- 
piciou-iirss to work up a wide-spread and powerful conspiracy 
against the government. It was headed by Kim TAng-bif, 
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This conspiracy was headed by the son oi t he executed K.mi 
Ibgyoug, by Mok Si-ryfing the brother oi Mgk Ho-ryiing and 
by the sons and other near relatives of the killed and banished 
leaders of the Sorou party. A large force was collected in 
Ky£ng-&ing Province and Yi iu-jwa and Chtag Hetti-ryang 
were put in command. The conspiracy honeycombed the 
whole country L for we are told that in Pyttng^an Province 
Yi Sa-sfing took charge of an insurrectionary Force, while at 
the capital Kim Chuug-geUi and Nam T'^Jttdg worked in its 
interests. It was agteed that on the twentieth of the third 
itHnitt Seoul should be entered and that Prince Mil-wha be put 
on the throne. But there was a weak point in this as in ail 
such ventures* Oise of the leaders in the south, An Pak, had 
a friend living at Yong-ju. in tlie direct line of the approach 
tu Seoul and he warned him to move* as something was About 
to happen. The friend coaxed him into telling him the whole 
affair, and then brought the story straight to Seoul. This in¬ 
former was Cho£ Kyo-si i. Immediately the king sent out a 
heavy guard to the river and also manned the wall of the 
capital. Troops were thrown into Yang-stag, Chiu-wi. Sti- 
wfln, Yang-in, Chuk-saii and Ch'nn-cViin, and were told to 
sd*e anyone who made i he least disturbance. The brother of 
An Fak being caught, he gave the details of the position of 
the rebel troops and other important particulars. The king 
appointed O Mynng-haug of the Sorou party as genera bin- 
chief of an v xped it ton against the seditious people oF the south* 
He took with him 2,00a soMierSt hut gathered more as he 
proceeded south. Strong bodies of troops were slso sent north 
along the Peking road and to Puk-pawi outride the East Gate* 
to guard the appoaelies to the city. In the south loyal troops 
were in force at Mmi-gyung Fortress fiearCho-ryilng Pass and 
the governor of Whang-ha Province also took soldiers and sta¬ 
tioned himself at Whang-ju, near l JJ y iing-yang. Others were 
stationed in the defiles of the mountains just beyond Song do. 
It is quite evident from these extensive precautions that the 
plot was a wide-spread and dangerous one and that it had 
powerful leaders, not only in the country but at the capital 
itself. 

In the south* the great rebel leader, YI Iu-jwa p with ban¬ 
ners fly mg, led his powerful army northward to the town of 
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ChsjTjg-ju. Herre was stored a large amount of government 
provisions and arms. It was taken not by storm but by 
strategem. Arms were seul into the city on Utters covered 
with vegetables and other things and soldiers went in, dis¬ 
guised as coolie*, Once inside, they soon put the small gar¬ 
rison out of the way and kilted the comitianrlaiit^ Vi then 
resumed the march on Seoul, appointing prefects in the dis 
Uiets through which he passed and assuming the title ' Great 
Otfieral-in Chief." The claim was that the uprising was in 
behalf of the dead king. All the Soldiers were in mourning 
for him and they carried in their ranksa shrine to his memory, 
before which they offered sacrifices. 

The road from the south coming up to SsouE divides at 
Mok-ch’ftOp one branch proceeding by way of Chik-sati and 
the other bv An-sfljig, but they unite again at Sii-wdu. The 
rebels arrived at Mok-dpdu just as the royal troops arrived at 
Su-tvuii, It was of prime importance to the rebels to know by 
which road the royal army, under 0 Myuug King, were com¬ 
ing. Whichever way they came the rebels must lake the 
other road and so evade an action. Gen* G was astute enough 
to surmise this but he did not propose to let the rebels sled a 
march on him in this way; so he sent forward a small part of 
hi* force toward Chik-^an, but with the main body of his 
Hoop-* he took the road by way of An-snug. His calculations 
were correct, and when he neared An sung he found that the 
enemy eucunped there in fancied security, Taking a 

picked Wd of 74 mj men GeU- G ui.tdc a detour and came 
around the hill on whose slope the rebels were encamped. In 
the night he made a wild charge down from its summit into 
the camp. The effect was instantaneous. A moment Urer 
the whole rebel force vas in full iltght, racing for their live-,, 
while the pursuers cut them down nt pleanure, Vi In jwa was 
captiifcd and brought to Semi, Meanwhile Pak P'ihpftn the 
prefeci of Snn*saii opposed the remaining rebels in Kvung- 
sang Province, capturing and killing a great number of them, 
especially the headers Lfng Po and Hcui Ryang, whose heads 
he sent to Seoul in a box. 

When Gen O Myung king returned in triumph to S_-oul 
the king went out to meet him and after the traitors' h ads 
had been impaled ou high, tkry all adjourned to the pnlacc 
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where a great feast was spread, at which the king gave Gcmj* 
O 9 sounding Lille and to CVoG Kyo-su, who betrayed the plot 
he gave the hoiis^ near the present English Church. which 
has in connection with it it memorial shrine. The king had a 
book printed giving in details the evil deeds of the Sorou 
party* Since ihit time there hive been no great party strug¬ 
gles. Sacrifices were offered for all who had been killed by the 
rebels. The king showed his clemency by liberating the five- 
year-old son of one of I he traitors. He had been imprisoned 
according to ihe law of the country* to be kept until his 
fifteenth your, and then he would be led out to execution. 

Hand in hand with the king's prejudice against the use 
of wine went a simitar pxejudice against mining* so Lhat not 
only did he peremptorily forbid the mining of stiver at An- 
by fin but hearing that copper was being mined near the same 
place he sent and put a stop to it. 

In 1727 the heir apparent died and was given the pa*- 
!humous title of Flvo-jang Se-jn* Two years later another 
incipient rebellion broke out in the south having as its object 
the placing of Hi Ketii, a relative of the king, on the throne, 
li is said that with him died several hundred more of ibe 
doomed Soron party. 

The next thhrly-two years were crowded full of reforms 
and their mere enumeration throws much light on the social 
and economic conditions of the time, 

A map was made of the northern boundary and a for¬ 
tress was built at Un-du; the law Was promulgated that the 
grandson of a stave woman should be free; on account of 
drought the king ordered the making of numerous reservoirs 
in which to store water fur irrigation s and n commission was 
appointed with headquarters at Seoul, under who*e supervi¬ 
sion these reservoirs were built; the king had a new model of 
th - solar system made, to replace the one destroyed by the 
Japanese during the invasion; at last China amended that 
clause in her history which stated that Kwang^hl was a good 
man and that In-jong Tfi wang had usurped the throne, and 
the king presented one of the corrected copies at the ancestral 
temple; the cruel form of torture, which consisted in tying 
the ankle* together end then twisting a stout stick between 
the bones, was done away: a granary was built on the eastern 
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coast, to be stocked with grain each vcpt by the people of 
Kyuog-satig Frovinee, for use in case of famine iu the north¬ 
ern province of Hamgyung; the king claim,*! that the scald- 
ly of rice was due to the fact that so much of it was used in 
the snaking of wine and again threatened to kill anyone who 
should make, sell or use that beverage: in fact he placed 
detectives all about Seoul, along the main roads, whose 
business it was to smell or the breath of everyone whose face 
or gait indicated indulge nee in the flowing IkiwI! 

A boatload of men belonging to the overthrown Ming 
dynasty appeared on the southern coast and asked aid in an 
attempt to wrest again the scepter from the Munchna, but 
they were politely refused ; the king abolished that form of 
punishment which consisted in applying red hot irons to the 
limbs , be huill the diiing-sung, or inner wall at F'vnrig vang 
in order to cut off the view of a or "spying peak,” 

which iu Korea is supposed to bting bad luck. Anyplace 
from which may be seen the top of a mountain peak just 
peeping above the summit of a nearer mountain is considered 
unfit for a burial or building site. 

About the year 1733 famines were so frequent that the 
king appointed a bureau of agriculture and appointed inspec¬ 
tors for each of the provinces to help in securing good irriga¬ 
tion; a man named Yi Ktoi-ha invented a war chariot with 
swords or spears extending out from the hubs of the wheels 
on either side. He was rewarded with a generalship, The 
king established a special detective force differing from the 
ordinary detective force in being more secret in its operations 
and 111 holding greater powers. The rules for its guidance 
were as follows, and they throw Iight upon existing conditions. 

f»> After careful investigation they may dose up any 
prelector*! office mid send the prefect to Seoul foj trial, 

(J) This does not apply to prefectures where animals are 
being reared for use iu ancestral sacrifices 

ty) I11 order to maim air their incognito they shall not 
demand food for nothing at the country inns bm shall pay 
the regular prices 

(4) For the same reason they shall not st0 p i &Mp lhe 
same ptace. 

< 5 ) They must look sharply site T the district constables 
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and thief-catchers and see Shat they ate diligent and effective. 

i6| They must put a slop to the pernicious custom of 
prefects' servants taking money in advance from farmers as a 
bribe to remit in part future government dues. 

(7) They shall prevent the sending in of incorrect esti- 
nuites of the area of taxable land. 

[$■} They shall see to it that prefect* do not receive extra 
interest on government seed loaned to the people and payable 
in the autumn after the crop is harvested, 

(9) They shall prevent prefects appropriating ginseng 
it hi eh they confiscate from illegal sellers, 

fr>) They shall prevent Lire king's relatives and friends 
seizing people's bnd, 

00 They shall stop the evil custom of prefects withhold¬ 
ing the certificate of release from pardoned exiles until they 
have paid a certain sum of money. 

(15) They shall prevent the enlistment of too many meu + 
who thereby claim their living from the govenmeut granaries. 

(13) They shall see to it that the prefects do not keep I he 
good cloth paid by the peopie for soldiers 1 clothe*, and haikl 
over to the soldiers a poorer quality. 

(14) They shall prevent creditor* compounding Interest 
it a debtor fails to pay on time. 

(15) They shall stop the making of poor gun-powder and 
of muskets with too small a bore. 

f 16) They shall enforce the law that the grandson of a 
slave is free. 

(17) They *lnl! to it that the prefects in Fyung-au 
Trovttice do not receive revenue above tile legal ainuum. 

Each of these specifications might be made the heading of 
a long chapter in Korean history. We have here 111 epitome 
the caii^e* of Korea's condition to-day. 

The governor of Kang-Wdn Province Moled th.^t on ac¬ 
count of the frequent famines he could not send Three men 
annually as heretofore to the island of Ul-leiiug f !>agdvt) t hut 
the king replied that as the Japanese had asked for that 
island, it would be accessary to make Lilt anmi.il inspection 
as heretofore. 

In the year [734 the king made his second *011 heir to 
the throne; he did away with the punishment of men whasuld 
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goods tti competition with the guills or monopolies establish¬ 
ed at Chong-ttO. the center ut the capital. There had been so 
many royal death* that the people had become accustomed to 
the Use oi while clolh^s, and had forgotten all other custom. 
But the king now declared that white was the worst of colors 
because it soiled so easily and he oricreJ ihi ils^ of blue, 
red or black, hut giving the preference to the firas buing 
the color that corresponds with east. In the early years of 
the dynasty King Sejoiig had m^de a gauge of the size of 
whipping rods, It was shaped like a gun barrel, and no one 
was to he whipped with a rod that could not be pul into this 
gauge like a ramrods The king revived this law and had 
many gauge* made and sent all About the country to the dif¬ 
ferent prefecture*. He also forbade anyone but a properly 
authorised official to administer a whipping, and he abrogated 
the law by which thieves were branded by being struck in the 
Forehead and on each Cheek with n great hunch of iic-dles af¬ 
ter which ink was rubbed into the wound* II j next did 
away with the clumsy three-decked war*vessels which were 
slow and Unsea worthy and in place of them substituted what 
he called the “Sea Falcon Boat " which had sails extending 
from the sides like wings and which combined both speed and 
safety. These h: stationed nil along the coast. 

While «m a trip to Song do the king paid a compliment to 
the people of Pu-ja*gH, thv ward tn that city where dwell the 
descendants of the men ot the former dynasty, who do not 
acknowledge the present dynasty, and thus show their loyalty 
to their ancient master. At the same lime hr, for the first 
time* inclosed in 3 fence the celebrated S ui-juk Bridge, where 
still shows the blood of the murdered statesman Cb^ng Muug- 
jm 

Since the days of King Se-jong* whodetermiried the length 
of the Korean yardstick, that useful instrument had shrunk¬ 
en in some measure and its length differed in different locali¬ 
ties. So now again the king gave strict orders about it and 
required all yardsticks to b: made to conform to a pattern 
which he gave. Previous to the days of King My&ng-jong 
men of the literary degrees dressed in red* but white had 
gradually taken us place; and now the king ordered them to 
go back to the good old custom. The official grade called 
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/fa/rim became such uti object of strife among the officials that 
the king was co as trained to abolish. it, though it has since 
been revived. Two of Lhe emperors of the Sung dynasty m 
China have their graves on Korean soil in the vicinity of Kipr 
sail. The duty of keeping these graves ip order was nmv 
placed in the hands of the governor of Haty-gyung Province. 
The king anticipated the death of ail party strife by netting up 
a monumental the Song* gyun-g wan in memory thereof and he 
ordered the people of different parties to intermarry and be¬ 
come good friends. During the Mincbu and Japanese inva¬ 
sions all the musical instruments bad been either destroyed 
or stolen, and as yet they had not been wholly replaced h btii 
now there were found in a well at the palace a set of twenty- 
four metal pendants which, when struck with u bn miner, gave 
four various musical note*. Th_ + inscriptions on them indicat¬ 
ed lhai thr> had come down from the time of King Se-jonj. 
This aroused the king's interest and he set skillful men at 
work making various instnuuents. notably a small chime of 
bells to be used at th= royal ancestral worship. 


CHAPTER XIL 


GaLrn. rooted superstition sorcery interdicted. ,.a plebiscite ,. 

winr-biblitr Kernel a reunite [bid riba _growth 1it fctuimn 

CutholtciAm .. .-.imouion n ^cik Linyi ,,xu.spfdop* agai ml the 
Crown |*rinct:_.. plot againhim . an aflibitioys wonmn . , ihr 
prince's a painful scene tire prince killed .. .law agalo&t 

win * reJaxcd .. sacrifice census r vnnoisa changes , ,. party 
^chisni enmncipniion prdcLaiTiuiion... n dangerumi lincle. 11 
ueiv X:\ii% lilcorr justice ,. stufly rj Christijinity .. H 

vwiou* Innovation* . rumors of wm .. 1 'birthplace 11 of Ruujmi 
Catholicism in K^hcji uppo^ttion terrible scourge of cholera 
.„„ ^conspiracy.... women s coiFlare Roman Catholic persecution 
.... Roman Cm hoi it Sneaks declared Winns . prosperity and 
adversity. r + ft Chinese priest enters Korea type* made .. httr- 
ajywjwkft niggesLliob as to Coinage . Chintz priest ask* that ■ 
Fortune*? embassy be sent Lo Korei* the king nnT violently <rp- 
posed to Christianity, 

In the year 174.1 the king put roofs upon the West and 
North-east Gates. Before that time they had beeu simply 
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arches. He set on fool an agitation against the use of silk, and 
ordered that no more banners be made of that material. He 
utterly did away with the last remnant of the Soron party by 
an edict in which he staled that all who would go by that 
name were traitors. There was a popular superstition that 
the third and sixth on the list of successful candidates at 
the government examinations would soon die; so the ex- 
aminers were careful to substitute other names, in ease a 
friend or relative found him>clf id this awkward predicament. 
The king happened to see this done once and upon inquiry 
found that the names of (wo Song-do men were being sub¬ 
stituted in place <>i those of some friends of the examiner*. 
In anger lie ordered the names to be all mixed up again, and 
that etch man be made to run his chance of sudden death. 
One of bis most salutary reforms was the doing nway with 
the ntudang or sorceress class, who did and still do so 
much to corrupt the morals and degrade the manners of the 
Korean people. This period beheld the invention of the out- 
wheeled chair, bnt its use whs always confined to the third 
official grade. A step backward was taken when it was 
decreed that no one above the ninth official grade could 
be beaten as punish me nl for crime. It tended to build up 
another barrier between the Upper and lower classes. And 
yet it was not an unmixed evil, for a public beating must in¬ 
evitably lower the dignity of the office that the culprit holds. 
There was such universal complaint against both the land and 
the poll taxes that the king put it to vote at a plebiscite cnlU 
ed in Seoul in 1750. and the people voted unanimously for a 
house tax instead, ntid the king complied. The next year a 
grandson was born to him, who was destined to be his suc¬ 
cessor. He found it necessary to police the four mountains 
about Seoul to prevent the trees all being cut down. He 
built for the first time a fortification at the fm-jin River. In 
1751 famines in different localities drove crowds of people to 
Seoul and the government was obliged to feed them; then the 
king’s mother died; then the queen died. The king said 
there must be some extraordinary cause for all these calamities. 
He believed it was because wine was being secretly Used in 
the palace. It was denied, but he was incredulous and order¬ 
ed that even in the ancestral sacrifices the use of wine be 


MODEKtf KOKKAr 


*75 

dispensed with ami that water he used intend. The prov¬ 
incial general of Haru-gyfing Province was convicted ot Imv- 
rnR iised Wine and the king went outside the Smith Gate to 

him executed. The culprit's head was set mi a pole hi 
view of the pqpulace* Following up the good work of doing 
away with sorcery, the king banished from Seoul all the blind 
exorcists. 

Tli- ye.*r 1753 was marked by {wo events uf iui|iortancL% 
A woman created 3 great disturbance in Whang-h& Province 
by chiming tobe j Buddha and inciting the women every¬ 
where to burn tip the ancestral shrines. The trouble ended 
only when the king sent a special officer to seize and execute 
her. ® 

We are told that bv this time the secret study of shr 
tenets of Roman Catholicism hod resulted hi its wide diffusion 
in the provinces of Whang-h* and Kaug-wuu, There was 
uneasiness at court on account of the rumor that the people 
were throwing away their lueesfrai tablets, and the king 
ordered the governors of those province* to put down the 
growing sect. This was more easily ordered than done, 
and us vto deaths followed it is probable that the governors 
did little beside threaten and denounce. Two years later ;i 
work of msportaiue was, completed. The great sewer of the 
dty Wits quite inadequate to carry away the sewage of the 
city and every time a heavy rain fell the sewer overflowed 
and the street from the great bell to the !£ast Gate became a 
torrent. The king gave two million cash out of his private 
purse and the sewer was property denned out. He also ap~ 
point vd n com mission on sewerage aud ordered that there tie 
a systematic denning out every three years. 

We have now arrived at the l flirty‘eighth year of the 
reign, corresponding to the year 17^1 A, D* Up to that time 
tht reign lurf been a brilliant one. not because of military suc¬ 
cesses but because of social economic and olh-r reforms. 
So far, it stand* side by side with the reign uf Suk-juug TS- 
waog, who with she aid of the illustrious Song Si-cy01, effect¬ 
ed such far-reaching reforms. We have yet seen but few *igus 
of that growing senility which forms such a marked charac¬ 
teristic of the reruaiudtr of this rtigra. The king wa* now 
over seventy years old and he had lost that vigor gf mind 
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which characterized the earlier years of his reign. But he 
still possessed all that imperiousness of wilt which likewise 
characterized him. Good judgment and will power should 
decline together or else the results may be disastrous, as is 
illustrated in the remaining years of his reign. 

We will remember that his first son had died and his 
second son had been made heir to the throne. H* in turn 
had a son who was now eight years old. The evil* which we 
are about to relate grew out of the fact that the heir was not 
as strongly attached to the Norou party as its adherents desired 
siut! they feared that his accession might result in a resuscita¬ 
tion of the defunct Siron party. Th- truth is the son carried 
out in fact what his fathet commanded, but did not live up to 
—namely the obliteration of a\] party lines. The old mm. 
while always preaching the breaking up of party daniahness, 
remained a good Huron to the end of his days and the Morons 
had nil the good things in his gift* The king perhaps thought 
that party lines had h»a lost sight of, but it was only the over¬ 
whelming ascendency of the Nororc pary. which made com¬ 
parison absurd. Instead of destroying party hues hi did 
the very opposite m putting all the power juto the hands of a 
single party. This suspicion against the Crown Prince on 
the part of (he party in power was the main cause of the 
disturbance which followed, but its immediate cause was the 
ambition of n woman, a not Unusual stumbling-block in the 
path of empire. This woman was the sinter of ths Crown 
Prince who desired that her husband be made king. Her 
name was Princess Whn-whan Qng-jn. One of the palace wo¬ 
men also hated the Crown Prince. Alt these people desired 
his removal from (hr field of nelson and all had different rea¬ 
sons. The Moron rurtv wanted to save themselves; the 
Princess wanted to become queen, and the palace woman wanted 
revenge; why, we are not told 

li did nut l ake long to find a way. Hong Kye-betii, Hong 
Pong*han and Kim Sang* no. three choice spirits came together 
find began laying plans for the overthrow of the Crown Prince. 
They first instructed the soldiers about the person of the 
Prince to steal women Of goods aiul, when questioned about 
it, claim that it was at the order of tbe Prince. One day whan 
the king vrss taking a walk behind the palace he came across 
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a shallow excavation m the earth, covered with thatch* 
Looking in, he found ii filled with mourners 1 clothes mid 

other objects of mourning* Inquiring what it meant, he was 
told that the Crown Prince was impatient to have him die and 
that he had prepared Hie mourner^' garments in advance. 
This aroused the anger of the king. He never stopped lo 
think that it [night be a trick against the Prince, Every 
thing lent color to the suspicion. Again, one day, the king 
found the palace Woman, above mentioned, weeping bitterly. 
Sh' said it was because the Crown Prince had ofFered her in¬ 
dignity. So by degrees plotters, bringing apparent evidence 
from several sides, which could not but seem conclusive, 
gradually estranged: the king from his son add at last caused 
the removal of the latter to another palace, the one called the 
* + Old Palace." These things preyed upju the mind of the 
Crown Prince and made him ilk but to add to this, it is said 
they administered drugs to him which tended to unbalance 
his mind and make him vioeut toward those a bout him. Then 
the Princess his sister arranged a trip to Pynng-yaug for his 
health. It was intended that while he was there he should be 
charged with platting to bring a force to overthrow the king 
and usurp the government. On his return, as he was ap¬ 
proaching the city near night, an official came m to the king 
and announced that the Crown Prince was outside the gate 
□ nd intended to come in that night and seize the scepter, 
This threw the king into a frenzy of rage. He Jits mediately 
had all the gates put under double goat 1 and sent out demand¬ 
ing the reason of the Prince's treasonable actions. Tile tatter 
denied all treasonable intentions, but it was too late. The old 
man was finable to reason calmly about the matter. On the 
fifteenth day of the filth moon the king went down to the 
"‘Old Palace* 1 to sit in judgment on his sou. It was nn 
exceedingly hot day. When the Crown Prince came in 
ntid bowed before hfe father* the latter said "Da you realize 
how you have sinned?" The Prince replied that he was not 
conscious of having sinned against his father in nuy way what¬ 
ever. As the king had already decided hi his mind that the 
Prince was guilty, this denial made him simply Furious. He 
screamed * 4 If yon dn not dir it wilt mean the destruction of 
the dynasty* So die. 11 He then ordered all the assembled 
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courtiers to bare their swords but they hesitated* for they 
knew ike Prince was innocent; but when the km^ leaped up 
and drew bis sword they had to do likewise* The prince 
calmly said *'I am no criminal* bait if I am to die it ought not 
to be before the eyes of my father* Let me return to my 
apartments and then do with me as you will/' The king was 
too tar gone with rage and eatcilemeiit to care for the dignity 
of his high station or to care for appearances. “No, 11 he 
screamed, lb It must be here before my eyes/ 1 Thereupon the 
Prince undid the girdle about his waist and preceded to 
strangle himself. The whole court were horrified, excepting 
the king* who could no longer be called sane- They rushed 
forward, undid the cord and dusked water in his face nj bring 
him hack to consciousness. in spite of the king s Ion Uy voci¬ 
ferated commands to the contrary. They joined with one 
voice in asking the king's clemency, but they might as well 
have asked a maniac* He threatened to kill them too if they 
persisted in thwarting hint, lie then ordered a heavy plunk 
box to lie brought in and the Prince was commanded to gel 
into it* Uniat the moment he was trying to brat hh brains 
out against a stone and did ivU hair the mm mu rid- One of 
the officials ran to him and spread out his hands on the stone 
and received the blows that were intended to end the life of 
the imhappy Prince, Being dissuaded from this, the Prince 
afvise and went to Ms father and said "1 am yoiir truly ran* 
father, and 1 hough I may have sinned* overlook it and forgive 
me. You are not like my father now. You will recover from 
this passion and lament it-" This enraged the king to such 
an extent that be could hardly articulate as he ordered the 
Prince to get into the box. At this moment they brought up 
the little grandson to pkad for his father's life, but the king 
raised his foot and gave the child a kick that sent it reeling 
back into the arm* of those who had broughl it. H was evi¬ 
dent that there was nothing Lo be done: so tin. Prince pro¬ 
ceeded to climb into the box. It was now dark and when the 
cover was nailed on it was not noticed that there was a large 
knot-hole in one side of the box. One of the officials come 
and spoke to the Prince through this hole. He was over¬ 
come by the heat and asked for water and a fan, which were 
passed til to him. One of those who were tot crested in the 
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Pr!nee"s death told the king whai was going on p and h? hur¬ 
ried out ziiid ordered a heavy plank trailed over the hole, and 
Ivim^bed thf mini who had helped the Prince The assembly 
broke up, liut the Prince was left in this narrow prison day 
after day to starve. Each day otie of the palace servants gave 
Ttie box a heavy blow with a stone, At first it elicited an 
angry protest from ihe Prince but the fourth day he uiily said 
"I sni very dizzy* Please leave me in peace. * On the seventh 
day there was no response, and the servant bored a hole and 
put in his hand and felt ihecoid body of the dead Prince* The 
body was wrapped in grave-clothes aud taken uvvay for burial. 
He receive 1 the posthumous name of Sa*do. It is a singular 
fact that from that day to his end. 30me fifteen Inter* 

lbe Wing never expressed sorrow fur this act of cruelty* It is 
also significant that the Princess* never tried to carry out her 
plan of having her husband become king. The horror of ibis 
scene seems to have turned her mind away from its purpose. 
At any rote she drops from the page of history without being 
given an opportunity to atone even in part for the terrible 
crime for which she was largely to blame* The king still 
looked upon Ins grandson as the heir to the throne, bnl be 
mndc him disown bis dead father and lake hh uncle as lather* 
He likewise made the boy solemnly promise never to change 
his mind in this. We see from this that the king continued 
to the Very end to think that the Prince was gtsilly and his 
deed justifiable. 

The year 1764 found an octogenarian nn the throne* 
From this time oiii the king wa< exceedingly feeble, but he 
citing to life with s* tenant <• that was amazing, sitid was ties- 
thicd to encumber the tfaione lor a full decade still. Hi* in¬ 
creasing weakness made it uecessaiy for his physicians to 
prescribe a little wine. He acquiesced, and from Ibis lime 
the laws against the use of wine were relaxed some what. Us 
use was suou resumed m connection with the ancestral wor¬ 
ship. but only at the importunity of the princess. 

These declining years are by 110 menus barren of interest¬ 
ing events. The annual sacrifice in behalf of the country had 
always been made at Fi-hflk Mountain iu Ham-gyung Fro 
vitice T but it was told the king that as P&k tu Mountain stood 
ut the beat! of the county and dominated the whole* u* it 
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were, the sacrifice should he made on or near Hint mountain, 
So it was decreed that from that time an the sacrifice should 
he performed ut Un-ch'on Mans dflk-p'yang, eight ii beyond 
Kap Kin and in full view of the great Puk tn-san or “Moun¬ 
tain of the White Head." And it was further decreed that 
those who took part in the service should be secluded for four 
days before the event, should bathe often and put on clean 
ctothesaud forego all commerce with women. 

In 1767 the king ordered a full census of the country. It 
was fount! to contain 1.679,865 houses, containing 7,006,241! 
people fn other words there had been an increase of over 
800.000 since the year 1657. He also ordered the making of 
a new rain gauge. The first one is said to have been made b\ 
King Se-jong. He did away with the punishment that con* 
sMts in heating the tops nf the feet until. Frequently, the toes 
drop off. On account of the danger of ship wreck in round* 
ing the corner of Whang-h# Province the king ordered the 
discontinuance of annual naval tactics at Chaug-nyun. ex¬ 
cept ing for the boats regntnrly stationed there. He built a 
palace in CbUti-ju La Chill-la Province and had sacrifices of¬ 
fered there, for although Hain-gyung Province is said to be 
the birthplace of the line, the family really originated in the 
south. The king abo revived the ancient custom of having 
a bell hang in the palace gateway, to be struck by anyone wbo 
had « grievance to lay before the king, 

A split occurred in the Noron party in the year 1771. 
The Iwo factions were called respectively the Siaod the Pyuk. 
The former held that the father of the Crown Prince was an 
innocent man and had been unjustly punished, while the 
latter held the reverse. It is evident that those mho claimed he 
was innocent were making a bid for favor with the prospective 

king* , ... 

At the time of which we write the great sewer of the city 

had a Hue of ancient willows extending the whole length. 
This was found to be a disadvantage and they were hewn 
down and the sewer was walled in as we see it today. Two 
more factious arose about this time. They were called the 
Xak and the Ho. Their differences were caused by conflict¬ 
ing theories as to the interpretation of the Confucian clas¬ 
sics. 
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The gratcst act of this ting, and the owe that casts the 
greatest taster on his memory, was reserved for the twilight 
of his reign. What led to it we are not told* but in the 
eighty-oiath year of bis life, by a single stroke of the brush, 
he emancipated all the serfs in Korea. Up to this time all 
the common people had been serfs of the rang -bafts or noble 
class. In every district and in every ward each man of the 
common people owed allegiance to some local gentleman. It 
took the form usually of a tax or tribute ill kind and was very 
loose m its application ; but on occasion the master could call 
upon all these people for service and he could even sell them 
if he so desired. This is the reason why it is exceedingly tare 
that a family removes permanently from any locality, at least 
noumiilly. A naan may go front place to place, or may live 
permanently at the capital, but when asked where he lives he 
will invariably name the exact spot where he originated and 
where the seat of his family is still supposed to be. When 
the common people were serfs they could not move at will, 
and the custom became so ingrained in them that to this day 
its effects are plainly seen. This aged king put forth 
bis hand Odd decreed that this serfdom should Cease once 
for all It was different from slavery* That institution 

still continued and hab continued to the present day. This 
serfdom included all the people who did not belong to 

the so-called }*ang*dau class. It Is quite plain that the 
line of demarcation between the common people and the 
nobility was very much more dearly defined than at the 
present day. We find no indication that the order was re¬ 
sisted in any part of the country. It is probable that the 

serfdom had gradually become largely nominal and the people 
only gradually came to realize what the edict really meant. 
Even to this dity the spirit of serfdom is a marked character¬ 
istic of the people. 

His ninetieth year beheld the complete mental and physi¬ 
cal collapse of the king. He could not attend! to the ancestral 
sacrifices; his mind continually wandered from the subject in 
band. He would order a meeting of his councillors and then 
forget that he had ordered it, or forget what he had ordered, 
it for. 

Hong Iu-bau hated the young Crown Prince. It bad 
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long btcii Isis ambit ion to see on the throne *h? son of the 
princes* who had given up the project of becoming queen. 
He worked with all his might to have the fatal day put oil, 
when the royal seals should be put in llie hands of the prince, 
H: was all the more dangernns as he was the prince's unck, 
and therefore more difficult to handle. 

Whins the aged king insisted upon giving Up. til55= mail 
\*sti il f "Not yrl fc you have many years more tu reign.” and he 
succeeded in delaying the mutter, hoping that something might 
intervene to prevent the consummation that lie dreaded At 
aim time when the king culled a clerk to record his decreje 
that the Crown Prince* from that day, should assume the 
reins gf power, Hotsg violtntly pushed the clerk away and 
prevented it. The officials were rdL in a state of trepidation 
over these high 'handed proceed in^s fearing that they might 
become compromised* but help was at hand. Sfi Myung-sfin 
memorialized the king and set forth this Kong in such a light 
that the king with a last effort asserted himself and the young 
prince became king, A ne*r friend of lioug was banished as 
a hint that Hong himself might expect punishment if he 
persisted in making trouble. Early tile next yeai more ■ pf 
Hong's friends were banished. The aged king took the new ly 
appointed King to the shrine o! his foster father and made him 
swear that hp would ever consider himself the sou of that 
man rather than of his real lather. The young man asked 
that the record of his father's death be expunged from the of¬ 
ficial records and so they were taken outside the Northwest 
Gate and "washed 0 in the stream. 

In the third moon of 1776 the old umii died. The iwav king 
is known by hb posthumous title of Chrag-jmg Ti-wuog. 
He immediately raised his adopted father to the rank uf Chiu- 
jong Tft-wangand gave his real father the title Cbang-hoo Se-ja. 

The reign just ended had been rich in literary products. 
The names of same of the books published are: "How to deal 
with the native fever/' "The eveil deeds of the So run party," 
"Conduct and Morals, M <+ Fortifications and Military Tactics/" 
•‘A Catechism of Morals,** " A reprint of the Cunftician work 
So-hak'ji," "An Abstract, in 100 volumes, of five important 
historical and geographical works/' This last was called the 
MLin 'huu Pi-go, 
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In spilt of the oath that he had takers the young king 
built a separate shrine to his father and worshiped at it in 
the Harm: manner ns at the ancestral temple. This was in ac¬ 
cord with the letter of the oath* for he religiously refrained 
from calling his father by that name. He likewise hundred 
she memory td his father by decreeing that if anyone men¬ 
tioned (lie fact that he had been enclosed in a bo* and starved 
to death it would mean death. He banished the son of the 
princess who had encompassed bis lather’s death. The high- 
handed Hong Tuhati who had worked so hard to prevent his 
accession Was first banished to Yo-San and enclosed in a thorn 
hedge, sind then wns poisoned by royal edict* 

His first yejr of rule w F &s marked by an attempt to assss- 
si note him and put his brother on the throne, but the assas¬ 
sin was taken, knife m hand* and upon his confession Hong 
Snug- bam and his whole family were seized and pul to death. 
At last in sheer self-defense the king was obliged to put 
hb brother to death, At the same time he forbade the pres¬ 
ence of sorceresses in the capital and banished many who 
had been lustrum cola] in his father's d*ath. From this it 
would appear that there was a powerful clique in Seoul who 
were trying every means to accomplish his overthrow. 

Being without issue, the king, at the instigation of his 
mother, took a concubine, the sister of one of his favorites, 
Hong Ktik-yting. This resulted very unfortunately, for 
when this concubine died her father WM drawn into treason¬ 
able operations.. 

Marry of the present customs of Korea date from this 
reign. The king first made the law" that after the closing 
of the Rales, they could not be opened except by special permis¬ 
sion from himself. 

ft was in his first year that the scholar Kwiin Chid-sin 
gathered about him a company of disciples nod went to a 
mountain retreat to study. They possessed one copy of a 
Christian work. This they diligently studied, and one and all 
determined to adopt the belief there inculcated. So far as 
they understood it r they practiced its teachings in secret. 

Two years Inter the king took as a second concubine the 
daughter id Yuri Ch'mig-yun, and Hong the father of the 
first concubine, because of bis opposition to it, was banished . 
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Up to this time very few officials had been drawn from the 
northern provinces or from Song-do, but now the king decreed 
that they were 1^ worthy to receive uUice as any others and 
sdd that they should share in the gifts of the govern in ent* 
He ordered th^i a record be kept of all the decisions hi coun¬ 
cil ami ihtti they be preserved in a l*ouk cdlud. the lUdetik-rok. 
Those were davsof severe famine in the laud and the king 
did all in his power to relieve the distress, giving from his 
private treasure Urge q nan tit fes of silver bull ion f black j^epper 
and dyewoodp things of great value in Korea. 

In the year r 7^3 strange rumors were afloat. It was said 
that war had been declared against Korea by some foreign 
power which was about U> throw au immense army into the 
peninsula. No one knew where it was to emne from, but 
many believed it was Japan. The excitement grew so strong 
that crowd* of people fled to the country, and so great was 
the influx into the southern provinces that real estate rose 
rapidly in value. Such was the haste of tbese deluded people 
that on the road families became separared and children were 
lost. Out of pity for the latter the king founded an asylum 
in Seoul for their maintenance. 

Vi Tsik-chn of Kyongju was oue of the men who had 
accepted the tea chi rigs of the Roman Catholic hooks and in 
this year he induced a young aitachfr of the embassy to 
Peking to look up the mission srics there and get such light os 
he could on the subject. This young man, Yi Sfing-bun, met 
al Peking the Portugese Alexandra de Govea of the Francis¬ 
can order. He accepted Christianity and was baptized under 
the name of Pierre, He brought back with him many books, 
crosj+es, image* und other religious emblems* Some of these 
he gave to Ys Tuk-cho who redoubled his studies and at the 
same time beg in eo do some proselyting. Two of hb most 
celebrated converts were two brothers Kwun Ch’ubsiu and 
Kwrtn Ihsto of Vaiig-geun, thirty miles from Seoul, This 
town is called 1 lie birth place of Roman Catholicism in Korea. 
Yi Tuk cho took the baptismal name of Jean Baptiste and 
KwunTl-sitt that of Francois Xavier, The propagation of 
the Christian faith soon began in Seoul and from there rap¬ 
idly spread in the south, 

la 17^5 ^be Minister of justice began active operations 
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against the tiew faith and in the third tnouu of Lbst year a 
courtier memorialized the king on the subject. This caused 
the defection of many of the converts. 

In Kim Yt*pq informed the king that when envoys 
came back fiom China they brought in their train many Cath¬ 
olic hooks, which earned a "'uoiifagntiotr' n the country, 
and he denounced it as a bad religion. He said the books 
wertr fljodiug the land and that the only way In slop it was to 
make Eui-jQ, on the h >rder. a customs part and have ail bag¬ 
gage .strictly examined before b^iug allowed to pass. 

Many Chinese h id settled on Sin Island off Eni*ju hut 
the Koreans on the adjacent Hnuufand restnud it. They col- 
lected a considerable hand of mem and crosstl to the island 
wht_-rv they burneii all the houses of the settlers apd des<roved 
all their property. When the ktng heard of it he condemned 
it as a brutal Outrage. This vc&r was marked by one of the 
most destructive scourges that ever visited the count rv. 
Cholera swept the land from end to end. It is asserted that 
37uAjlv people perished, ujiimig whom was the infant Crown 
Prince. The government found it necessary to undertake the 
work of interment The king gave am from the dispensary 
io,ooo pills, and in Seoul alone there were 8. i 49 recoveries. 
Knowing as we tii»■ the frightful ravages of this disease when 
it takes a virulent turn, llie fact that there were over 00 re¬ 
coveries in Seoul indicated that there must have been at least 
60,000 death*. Probably this was isiure than half the popula¬ 
tion of the city at that time. It wa$ during this same year 
that the great mound in Kaug-dong, P T )uog-au Province, 
was found. It fa sonic 6in feet iu drcunifeicnce. It was 
called, from the first, the grave of the Tan-gnu, though there 
is of course no evidence to show' that this fa more than the 
merest fancy. 

The king had a halt brother named Prince Eun-fni for 
whom he hod a great affection; but Hong Kuk-Yang whose 
daughter had been the king's first concubine and had violent¬ 
ly opposed a second union, now conspired with two other 
choice spirits with a view to putting Prince Hun-on on the 
throne. The vigilant Queen Mother discovered the plot and 
thr conspirator* were executed. All likewise demanded the 
death of the young prince bin to this the king would not 
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listen. ITe was forced to banish him to QaetparL but a short 
time after had him brought back a- far as K mg wha* where 
comfortable quarters were provided For him. 

The king interdicted the use of silk excepting by verv 
high officials and by very old pejplc. He set up stones to 
mark the place where the great grandfather of T * jo Td-wang 
had lived* where his grandfather had fished and where that 
king himself had once lived* in Harn-gyilng Province. Sonic- 
one found iti F'yfing ctTang, Ham-gyUng Province, the grave 
©l T ii-jo TA-wang * great-grandmother and the king had it 
repaired and guarded. 

l?p Lp that dale the women hud been .icons ton ltd to wear 
the h sir iti a great hunch on top of the head a* female profes¬ 
sional mourners do to-day in Korea. Large amounts of false 
hast were used and it was decorated with long pies and with 
flowers. It is said that a full headdress cost as much as the 
furnishings of a house. The king ordered a change in this 
expensive custom, and since that day only mourners and 
palace women have been allowed to wear them* 

The city of Sti-wmi dates its importance fioiu the year 
tjSy* for at that time tbe king removed his father's grave to 
that place and went there several times to sacrifice. He 
secretly called his banished brother from Kmg wha, but when 
his mother learned of it she made such an ado about n that he 
was fain to send him back. At Ham-heiing, nrar the ancestral 
seat of the dynastv there was an immense tree. so large that 
ten men holding each other's bauds could but just encircle 
it. The shadow which it cast was *A hundred furrows 
wide. 1 * So goes ih- story. The king had it enclosed, in 
a walk as being the place where hts great ancestor practiced 
archery. 

The year 1791 will always be memorable fur the persecu¬ 
tion of the Roman Catholics. During the preceding year 
the Roman Catholic converts had sent a man to Peking to ar¬ 
range for the coming of a prksl who could administer ihz ss* 
CtaixientSp for the Koreans had been strictly forbidden bv the 
Catholic authorities in China to administer them among them¬ 
selves without 1 he services of a regularly consecrated priest. 
At the same time certain important questions about ancestor 
worship were asked. A priest was promised to the Korean 


5TDDERN KOREA. 


ST 


church but (he answers to the questions about ancestor wor¬ 
ship were very unsatisfactory lo the Korean* and in con*c* 
qtience there were many defections, li ranch to ihe credit 
of the Roman propaganda tbcit from the very first it set its 
face hard Jigamat the practice of ancestor worship, Its the 
fifth moon it t^. mi Ed the "flame yf Roman Catholicism burned 
high. 1 hi other words it was discovered then wtmt had been 
going on quietly for many years* Two men of Chin sau in 
Chnl-lB Province were cmight ani killed because Ihev had 
burned their ancestral tablets. It was only after long discus¬ 
sion and with great I esitaticm that the order was given for 
their decapitation, and at the very hist moment, afters he men 
hud already been carried to the pliu t of execution, the king 
changed his mind and sent a reprieve; but it was too late. The 
king called the new religion not Cb'Ebi-ju-hukor Religion of 
the Lord of Heaven/' hot Sa-hak or *‘The Deceiving Re¬ 
ligion/‘ The Minister Chofi Chegoiig advised the king to an¬ 
nihilate ail Roman Catholic*, but the king answered p ‘Wc 
must do it by elevating Confucianism/' Hs had found the 
only roiional way to deal with religious differences. He said, 
in snbstanoe t let the fittesL survive. This i< stLI that Chris¬ 
tiania asks in any laud, arri the oppo-riMun of it by force 
always- has been and always will be a;i acknowledgment of in¬ 
feriority. The kmg kn^w well that China was the source 
from which the new influences came and he made a very strict 
law against the bringing across the border of Christian books* 
An edict was promulgated threatening wish punishment all 
who did not deliver tip their Christian bo>ks within twenty 
days, and the prefect of Cliin-san, where the two men b:d 
been working, was cashiered and fori v-me other prefects 
degraded one or two degrees, because Christian converts 
were nttttieram in their districts. The Roman CalItolic writers 
attribute the numerous defections at this time to the entire 
lack of pastoral care, the absence of the sacraments and the 
paucity of Christian literature. 

The king did not live up to his advanced ideas about n** 
rag physical force to combat Christianity, for in the eleventh 
tuuon of this year four high officials who had embraced Chris¬ 
tianity were seized and put to death, together with a consider¬ 
able number of (he comnran people. 


KUfcE.v-s: filSTW¥- 


iSS 

In 1792 the pope formally pul the care ul lhe Korean 
church in the hands of ihs Bishop of Peking 

Sacrifices were offered at the tombs of Tart-gun, Ki-ja p 
Su-ro wang (the founder of Kflrsk) aud of T fl-jo TH+waug- 
Whether this was done to aid in combatting Christianity we 
A tr not told but ii is not improbable. This was a tone of 
general prosperity among the people and it wit Messed a 
rapid increase it! the population of Korea. These things 
were evidenced by the strong colonizing spirit which sprung 
tip, Thousands flocked northward to the thinks; of the \atu 
and to the islands oti the coast, and the area oF arable Laud 
was largely increased. Two years later this period of pros¬ 
perity terminated in a terrible famine in all the southern and 
central provinces, and the government was obliged todisye tse 
25*0*000 bogs of rice among the sufferers- This same year 
envoys from the Lin Kin Islands were well received The 
King told them that two hunched years teforc Liu Kin offici¬ 
als had been given honorary titles by ih: king of Korea. In 
view of tbe friendly relations that had always existed be¬ 
tween Korea and these islands, the envoys were Feasted and 
sent off in grand style. Late in this same year. 1794, Lhe 
Chinese Roman Catholic priest Tsiiju crossed the Yalu and 
entered Korea. The government was aw^rt of it and his ar¬ 
rest was ordered, but be escaped from Seoul in disguise, Two 
of his companions were taken, and as they reitiscd to give 
information as to his whereabouts they wc;c immediately put 
to death At the time of bis coming the Catholics estimate 
ihtt tlitre were 40*3 belivers in Korea* but within u very few 
years lhe number increased to 0,000* 

The year fjqfr was signalised by a most important event 
in 13 'c field »f letters Iiillie beginning of the dynasty a fount 
of ioo T wo pieced of moveable copper type- had been ewst, and 
these had been supplemented soon after by 300,000 more. 
Now the kmg begun to add to them. First he put out 50,000 
and a year later he added 150,000 more; then 80,000 more 
were made, and mineable wooden types were made to the 
number of 330,01X1. Already during this reign the following 
works had appeared. #l Tlie Gradation ot Penalties/ 1 ‘ H A 
Commentary on the Chinese Classics/ 1 H 'The Proper Conduct 
of the king/* "The Record of the Decisions iu Council/' 
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¥i Qn Korean Customs/' "Ou Military Tactics/’ ''Ou Forms 
of Official Correspondence! 11 |L On the Science of Govern¬ 
ment/ 1 These were now followed by several editions of 
military and Confucku works, one of which was a digest of 
nil the Confuctan Classics in ninety-nine volumes. The King 
was a great lover of books imid gathered ail the best books 
that could be procured. One work whose publishing he 
superintended in person reached the modest number of 191 
volumes. 

The Minister of Finance advised the minting of five-cash 
pieces but all The officials united iti a protest against it and 
advised retrenchment as the alternative. In this they were 
right, for the policy ot inhering a deficit by minting money 
could not but be disastrous. 


CHAPTER XIII. 


A peculiar plagcte .. a peculiar rcrowly ...a f?«w kipg snails re- 
fffttna,.. .ht^inninp; of the policy of Rtaruurt Catholic opposition ... 
ChrjatEanify anil politics,* *of opposition. r ..pn&oiifi full. T TT 
EVrtfijFdkt kilted _ + a tmibcruMU letter JDlefwpteii,end 
of the ptr^riitEun, .* fc coiiflaKretioii eight severe charges . . die 
minexV rebellion,., .siege uf Ch-mg-jQ... the tula* explodes ... 
Catholics send tci Peking £m n priest ., a long Iht of calamities. 
cholera.,. .taxes remitted. - . European* fail to enter Korea.. r nine 
yew 1 famine . tumble suffering .. a new kiiaj: reform 

French priests enter Kc/rra the persecution of 1&39 the first 
French nuval expedition agnitiftt Korea ,, The Koreans answer the 
French charges n new king reforms . rapid spread of 
Christianity cob-tertmtifm upon bearing of the fall of Peking ., 

4 uoteworthy memuria] ir .panic ,,.s good opportunity lost ..a 
wutneb k * riot. 

Tn 1799 a peculiar plague broke out in P'yeag-yang and 
spread with great rapidity. It begau with fever and ague* 
accompanied bv a cough, and doth was very sudden. The 
king decided that if people so afflicted should eat beef the j 
would recover. So he ordered cattle iq be killed and the bee! 
to be distributed among the people. The plague suddenly 
ceased and the people have always believed that il was the 
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marvelous Acumen oF the k in£ 11 1 l 1 L enabled him to see the 
remedy and slop the ravages of the disease, 

Early in sKoOhe mode his sou heir to the throne, and 
none too soon, for in the sixth moon he sickened and died* 
It h said that his death was caused by bis mourning over the 
terrible fate of his father, whose cruel and untimely death 
preyed upon his mind. Others say that the cause of hk death 
was a malignant boil. 

The infant king, known, by his posthumous title of Sttn- 
jn Tft-wang, was of too tcoder an age to undertake ihe duties 
of royalty and so the government was administered during 
his minority by his grandmother, the woman who had wield¬ 
ed such a strong influence over his father. Shs began by in¬ 
stituting various reforms. Out bide the West Gate, which was 
then some distance to the west qf the present New Gate, 
there was a monastery where sorceresses and fortia ue-tellers 
congregated, The Queen Mother drove them all out and 
razed the monastery to the ground. The tax by which the 
palace body* guard was kept up was very distasteful to the 
people and it was now remitted. Up to this time ibe 
government medical dispensary had been supported by re- 
venue in money or herbs from the country, but this tax was 
also remitted. If we may believe the records when they say 
that she freed all the government slaves, we can not hut con¬ 
fess that in some directions at least this Queen Regent was 
of exceeding liberal triad. 

It k from the year 1S01 that we may date the determine 
cd aud systematic opposition on the part of the government 
against the Roman Catholic propaganda in the peninsula. 
Two other factions had grown up in Seoul, the Si and the 
Pjflk. Tht latter were violent opponents of the new religion 
but they had been held in check by the neutral attitude of the 
late king. Rut now he ww dead, and the Queen Regent, 
being a member of that faction, determined to give full fein 
to the nmi-Christian prejudices of her partisans, li must be 
remembered that the Koreans were extremely sensitive to 
outside influences. The terrible inwasiou of the Japanese «m 
Lhe one hand and of the Munch as on the other had made the 
Koreans hate dl suggestions of commerce with tbt- outside 
world, and they sedulously avoided every possible contact 
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with foreigners. This is one of the mmn onuses of the op¬ 
position to Christianity. But besides this* they had been cold 
that Roman Catholicism sc nick at the very foundation of the 
stale ami was more than likcdy to assume a political aspect, a 
charge which, from the very claims which il puts forth to 
Universal temporal 0* well as spiritual sovereignty, would be 
somewhat hard to refule. We can scarcely wonder then that 
there was severe opposition to it. It was looked upon as a 
danger which menaced the state. It is said that Roman 
Catholicism had assumed large proportions in Korea. Many 
were nyw seized and put to death. Among them were eleven 
high official*. Release was granted in case the accused would 
consent to curse Christ, The agents of this persecution went 
everywhere haling forth believers from city nod village. Soon 
the prisons were running over, Eleven men were executed 
in April and fourteen in the following mouth. It is said that 
two princesses who had adopted the foreign Uith were put to 
death. It was at this time that Tssou* the Chinese evangelist, 
whom the Koreans call Chn Mun-mo, was seized and put to 
death outside the Little West Gate, He had at first Sed 
north to the Yalu and was on the point of crossing, when he 
suddenly thought better of it* Himed back, gave himself up 
and heroically met his death. 

A Korean named Whang Sa^yong had been instrumental 
in bringing this Chilian ion to preach the faith to ti*3 fellow* 
countrymen, Now that the evangelist was executed this 
Whang sent out a letter to the European residents of China 
asking that a military expedition be gotten up to come to the 
shores of Korea, overthrow the dynasty and set up another in 
sympathy with the Christian faith. This letter was inter¬ 
cepted, the man seized and cruelly torn to pieces. As to the 
accuracy of these Statements It would be rash to vouch. The 
contents of that letter may or may not have been what is 
generally believed by the Koreans, but judging from the active 
interest which European governments rightly take in mission¬ 
aries from their shores, it is not unlikely that the letter con¬ 
tained substantially what is here stated. The persecution 
term mated the following year when the government ordered 
(he execution of those already apprehended but ordered that 
no more Christians be proceeded again*!, Between three and 
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four hundred people hud perished and th; church Feemed to 
have been ertwhed. 

It was in thi* year 1803 that a terrible con Hag rati an 
swept P b yung yang, and a thousand houses were destroyed. 
It was repented the Following and it is asserted that al* 

roost the entile citv was destroyed. 

Upon the death of the Queen Regent in iBos the last rem¬ 
nant of persecution censed and even the law which prohibit¬ 
ed the import of hook* iva* allowed to remain a dead letter. 
Corruption in government circles ran riot. The state of 
things is welt epitomized in a memorial which was sent in at 
this Time, (1^ The Ministers spend ail their time Tending 1 
books. (?) Kepotbm and bribery are the rule rather than 
the exception, (31 The judges sit and wait for bribes. (4) 
The examiners of the Candidates" papers receive money in 
advance, and merit can inalte no held way against cupidity, 
(5) The censors have been struck dumb, (6) The prefects 
do nothing but extort money from the people. ^7) Luxury 
saps the strength and wealth of the land, (&j The whole 
common wealth is diseased and rotten to the core. 

The year *Xm i- marked by m uprising in the north, 
where Hong Ky«mg nil attempted to set tip a kingdom of his 
own. He was a resident of P'yu’ig -an Province and was a man 
of enormous wealth. He was disaffected against the govern¬ 
ment because ihemeii of h is section were discriminated against 
in the distribution of office^ so he conferred with the miners 
who were engined in digging gold in various places, and he 
told them an rxaggerated storv of bow ill they were being 
treated by the government Ht curie.! by proposing Lhafc. as 
he had eno-igh iiioncy for them al! + they set tip a kingdom of 
their own. Toe hardy miner- >, uao in number, accepted the 
proposal with ntacrity and war was cm foot. This company of 
niidriUed hnl hardy miners were form triable and at first carried 
everything before them. Tb zy tirst took the town of Ctumg- 
j 11. putting t * d nth th- pr-fect and his whole family. 
When new s of thi* reached Seoul th< king appointed Vi Yu* 
h fj n as guntriibin chief against The rebels. Five thousand 
soldiers were given him with which Lo do the work* Hr acted 
in li chiirncterfstic lmuiner* settled himself comfortably at the 
governor s house outside the Hew Gate and called it the 
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headquarters. From that point he sent to the front Generals 
?m Kum-bo, Kim Kye-on and Pak Kem-p*UBjr. Meanwhile 
the rebels were carry iujj everything before them. Ch'ul'san, 
Ka-san, Songch'nu, Yang ch'tlil, Pak-ch’ftn und Sou-ch'titi 
fell in quick succession, All the government provisions and 
arms fell into their hands. The main camp of the rebels was 
in the vicinity of An-ju and they wished to i:ike that place. 
Here they met with strenuous opposition and II was only after 
a desperate struggle tint they ever took the town. It took 
ten days to reduce the placet but the back bon" of the revolt 
was broken before government troops from Scout arrived 
on the scene. The various captains aud local commanders 
joined their forces, and by the time the government troops had 
collected in Fy ting-yang the rebels had been driven into their 
last remaining fortress, Otfug-ju, and were being held in 
siege. During the retreat of the rebels four of Hong’s lieu- 
tenants were captured and. being sent to Seoul, were there 
summarily executed. The reduction of Chong-ju by siege 
was a work of some time, and the king becoming impatient, 
supplanted Gen, Pak Kye^p'tmg and put Gen. Yu Hyo wun 
in his place. The latter ini mediately decided to attempt to 
blow tip the town of C bong-jo. Constructing a fence, or bar¬ 
rier of some kind, a hundred and fifty paces from the wall, he 
bc K an. under cover of this, to mine the wall, supporting the 
passage with beams of wood. When he had extended the 
passage well under the wall he placed a large amount of 
powder in it and attached a long fuse. After ignitiug the fuse 
the soldiers all hastened out o< the mine- No explosion fol¬ 
lowed. No one dared to go in. for fear that the fuse might be 
burning slowly and that the mine might explode white they 
were within After waiting two days, and finding no one 
who would venture in. Geo. Yu himself entered and found 
that the fuse had become wet. He remedied the difficulty 
and soon there was a tremendous explosion that tore down a 
long stretch of the wall and buried many of the garrison in 
the debris. The place was soon taken. Hong was caught, 
"The Man who Would he King,'' and his head was sent to 
Seoul, 

The Christians had now begun lo recover in some measure 
from the terrible persecution of I tot and a man whs sent to 
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Peking to urge th?t a qualified priest be sent to Korea, bnt 
the Peking church itself was iu great vicissitudes .md no help 
could be promised. 

From this time on the reign was one long list of calami* 
ties which followed thick and fast upon each other. In t8f, 
there was a serious rebellion on the island of y-ielpnrt; in 
1.814 occurred one of those fearful famines that sometimes 
Imp pen in the southern provinces; this wa*. followed hy a flood 
in Kyilng-sang Prov ince which wrecked thousands of houses 
and cost many live*; Seoul was without rice and the govern¬ 
ment had to open its granaries and sell at starvation rates; 
414,000 hflgs of grain were distributed to the sufferers iu the 
country and [5,030,000 cash, v;„ooo pounds of dye-wood and 
500 pounds of black pepper were donated toward relief. The 
next year them sat ids who had been made destitute by the 
famine flocked to Seoul and the government had to feed tl etu 
till the barley crop was harvested; then the native fever, a 
kind of typhus, broke out and mowed Che people down, and 
the government had to erect pest houses for ihcir accom¬ 
modation. Ill iB(b two thousand houses fell in a freshet 
in Ch*ung-dh*fing Province and tile government gave umber 
to help the people rebuild. The year 1821 beheld one of the 
most terrible scourges of cholera that the country ever ex¬ 
perienced, It began in the north, and sweeping southward 
soon involved the capital. Ten thousand people died in Seoul 
in ten days. In the south it was equally destructive. The 
government was obliged to appoint a commission 10 attend to 
the interment of the dead bodies along the road The follow¬ 
ing year it broke out again with ousted fury. Houses were 
built at intervals along the roads, by the government, for the 
sake of those who tin* hi Ire struck down with the plague while 
traveling and gang* of men were kept busy along iln. tti "i»i 
road burying the dead. It even crossed to tire island of Qucl- 
part where two thousand people died. I11 ts ?4 the govern- 
roenl had to remit 6^1.300 hags of revenue grain in the north 
because of the depredations of robber hind*. 

In 18*7 the Crown Prince was appointed deputy king 
nod I he same year a son was born to him Put troubUs con¬ 
tinued. The government was obliged to remit taxes of sea* 
weed, salt, ginseng and fish in Kang-wun Province. The fob 
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losing year a terrible fiesbet sivtpE away whole village-sin 
Hamgyung Province and the king sent large qualities of 
grain to feed the destitute there. 

Still iron Li lets multiplied thick and fast. In 1830 ihi: 
Cruwn Prince died. He is the grandfather of the present 
Emperor ul Korea. The son who had been bom In bins is 
known as the Tfl wQn gun, who died m the spring of MSyH. 
The bn tiding in which the body of this* Crown Prince was 
placed burned to the ground and nothing but the charred 
hones of the prince were recovered. Two years Uter. in rhj? 
an English vessel appeared off Hong'jo and us captain, ffciMl 
Hull, sent the king a letter saving that he had come to trade, 
but the king refused permission. As the flag of the ship bore 
the device "Religion of Jesus Christ/ 1 some Roman Catholic 
converts hoarded her* but when they found that they were 
pfOtestanls they beat 11 hasty retreat. It is said that several 
boxes of books were landed and that sortie of I hem were sent 
to the king, who promptly returned them- The* foreigners 
who made this attempt to enter Kuicu were Gutzlsff and 
Lindsay, 

During this year there were destructive fires and flood*, 
but the greatest calamity of all was a famine that began at 
that time and continued for nine successive rears, each year 
being accouipaided with cholera. It is said that bodies were 
piled in heaps inside the South Gate. Many people are still 
living who remember that terrible time. The next ye»r P m 
addition to famine and plague, 1 he palace burned down, In the 
following year there was a devastating epidemic of native 
fever in Seoul, aurl n line*! in Eiri-ju which wrecked 2,oeo 
houses. That summer, l lie people driven wild with hunger 
mobbed the government granaries but found nothing in them* 
They laid *he blame ou the Prime Minister and threatened 
his life. He fled precipitately to the country. 

In the l&sL moon pf *£34 the king died and bis grandson 
a boy nine years old came to the throne. He is known a^ 
Hnn Jong Tfl'Wang. His grandmother Kim became regent. 
She lit known as Sun-wuh Whnng-ho. She immediately began 
a work of ieforru. The law- that made the relatives of prefects' 
clerks liable to punishment for their crimes was sbrngnled. 
Many burdensome raxes weie remitted, The government 


ROM HAN 11 ISvTORV. 


revenue collector* were kept to a strict account for sll s He 
niouie* passing through iJitir hands. A coirs piracy, henled 
by emic Natti Ollg-jurig, was put down with a strong hand. 
The people were commanded not to slaughter their cattle for 
foods for the only hope for future crops was the cattle, with¬ 
out which the land could not be tilled. AH prefects were cum* 
in tudcd to have regular office hours during; which they should 
attend to government business exclusively. 

In i*31 Pope Gregory XVI had made Korea a bishopric 
and appuiuled M Bmguiere as Bishop A Chumman named 
Yu who was then in Hu rope was appointed to accompany him to 
Korea This man Yu went ahead, and found means of enter¬ 
ing Korea secretly. M. B mg nitre worked three years in the 
attempt to cuter the country by way of the north across the 
Y.dtt und at last died on ihe very bolder. Yu who hud pro¬ 
ceeded him desired to bold supreme power in the Koi^an 
church, atid so put obstacles in the way of the entrance of ihe 
Bishop But in the following year Pierre Phiiibeit Minhaut, 
who hid been appointed to Korea H succeeded in eutenug the 
country and beg^n work in Seoul at once, but of course in 
secret. By t*37 two other French priests lied arrived, Includ¬ 
ing Bishop Toibert. (t is said that at the time of his arrival 
there were q.ooo adherents of the Roman Catholic church. 

While the king was still but fourteen years old, in 1839, 
there occurred a cruel persecution of the Catholics, Three 
foreigners were in Korea, as we turns seen, and they were 
known to the Koreans as pom Sediyutig, Na-bfl Do~ru aud 
CHuug-a Kak-bak-L 

The per?edition began as usual with a change of ministry. 
Vi Chi -311 became Prime St mister. He hated Christianity and 
averred that the reisnn whv there were so many Christ ft us 
was that the work of ex term i nation had not been thorougiy 
carried out in iJIoi. Hr demanded a house to house inspec¬ 
tion, This was done and soon the prisons were full to over¬ 
flowing. Hundreds were cruelly beaten, but the varoen- 
rtmneiTp were not allowed to loot the houses of the prisoners, 
which cooled their ardor not a little. Finally the three 
foreigners were arrested. Being ordered to leave the coun¬ 
try they firmly refused Thereupon they were declared high 
criminals and were executed on Sept. ?ist + 1839, This was 
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followed by still severer presecuLions and even the Koreans 
themselves, grew Sired of the horrors that were enacted. It 
is said thru seventy were decapitated and that sixty died of 
beating and strangulation. This is but a fraction however of 
those who perished m consequence of this persecution * 

The last ten years of the reign were marked principally 
by events connected with the Roman Catholic propaganda. 
In i*44 two more French priests entered the country by way 
of Qnelpart niter a most difficult acd hazardous passage from 
Chinn in a Korean jtinfe. Two years later the French 
government sent a message to Korea by a gnu-boai, com- 
plaining of the death of the three Frenchmen and threaten- 
tug her \vith punishment if these cruel actions were contin¬ 
ued. This only excited the Koreans the more against Christ- 
icmily, for it seamed to imply that Roman Catholicism had 
behind it a temporal power, add was sh-refare of political 
significance. In cousequence of this a new outbreak occur* 
red which cost the lives of several more Koreans, while the 
two priests were obliged to hide away very closely in the 
country. 

In the summer of 1^47 two French boats, the frigate 
fa Gf&irr and the corvette iu Vid&ritust set sail from the 
Gnlf of Pechili to go to Korea and ascertain what had been 
the result of the former letter. These two boats both struck 
a mud-bankand when the tide went down they broke in two. 
The crews to the Dumber of 6oo escaped to the neighboring 
island of Kogeuin of the province of Chul la> and a pinace 
was immediately despatched to Shanghai for aid. The Ko¬ 
reans gave every assistance in their power and supplied 
them with food and other necessaries, and even offered to 
prov ide boats to take I he men back to China* In fact the 
actum of the Korean govern men t was most mred liable through - 
out. An English ship happened to come by and it carried 
the survivors all back to China. The Korean government_ 
fearing fiuther visits from the French, decided In answer the 
letter of the previous year. It was couched in the follow mg 
terms: 

“Last year we received a letter from the foreigners* It 
was addressed to the ministers of this realm aod read as fal¬ 
lows : 'Three of our countrymen, Imhert, C has tan and Matt- 
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bant, have be;ii put to death by you. We come to demand 
wh> you have killed them. You will say perhaps that yonr 
law forbids foreigners entering your country. but if Chinese 
or ManchuR should happen lo enter your realm you would 
not kill them, but too would have them carrier) back to their 
own country. Why then did you not treat these men the 
same way ? If they had been convicted of murder, sedition 
or n like crime we would have nothing SA y i hut they were 
innocent, and in condemning them unjustly you have com* 
milted a grave injury against the French government.' To 
■ his letter we beg lo reply as follows: In there were 
arrested here certain strangers who were brought into the 
country at a time unknown to us. They wore Korean clothes, 
they spoke the Korean language, they traveled by night and 
slept by dav : they veiled their faces, concealed their where- 
shouts und consorted with men whom we consider rebels, 
godless men and cncmir-- of the government. When brought 
before the tribunal they claimed that their names were Pierre 
No and Japanese Csng. Are tb^se the men you refer to? 
When interrogated, they said nothing about luting Kretsch- 
nieo, and even if they bad we could not have sent them back, 
for we did not know where your country is, What could we 
do but apply our law. which forbids secret entrance into our 
kingdom ? On the other had, their conduct in changing their 
name* and wearing Korean dress shows that they had ulteriur 
motives, and they cannot be compared to those who have been 
Shipwrecked upon our shore- Such men we save if possible 
and aid to send back home. Snob isour law. Had yonr fellow- 
countrymen been shipwrecked upon onr coast, they would have 
received precisely the same treatment as Chinese, Japanese or 
Manchus under tike circumstances, You ay thjt these men 
were killed without cause and that we have committed a 
grave offense against the French government. This is most 
astonishing, We have never had any communication with 
France, We do not know even how far she is front Korea. 
What motive could we possibly have for injuring her? How 
would you act if a foreigner should enter your country secret¬ 
ly a ltd in disguise and do what you consider evil ? Would 
you leave him alone? tf a Chinaman or a Mauchu should 
come here and do as your people did they would be treated in 
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the same manner as w*e did your people. In. fact, wt did put 
to death ti Chinaman because he came here in disguise and 
ch inged his costume : and ihe Chinese government never 
said a word about iL + for they knew this to be our law liven 

had we known their nationality.tbeir reiionsnertsocon- 
trary to our laws that we could hardly have spared thcEti, 
how much less then when we did know it. This matter 
baldly needs more explanation* Your letter was sent with¬ 
out Lhe proper formalities and we are nut bound to answer it. 
This ts not Ei matter that a mere provincial governor can 
handle* As we art China’s vassal it is our duty to consult 
the couri at Peking on all foreign matters. Tell this to you t 
chief and <lu not be surprised that in order to show the true 
slHte of the Case we have been led to speak thus plainly- 11 

One nttds hut read this to see that it i^an unanswer¬ 
able argument. From a merely political and legal point 
of view the Korean government had ad the facts on her side, 
though from the standpoint oi humanity they were wrong It 
is -.iTau^e that they omitted the strongest argumvut of all 
namely, that they asked the Frenchmen to leave and they re¬ 
fused, It is evident that by so doing they made themselves 
amenable to Korean Saw, and took the consequences, good or 
bad OnecanuGl admire enough the heroism which they dis¬ 
played in staying to suffer with thdr coreligionists, though 
the opportunity was given thdU to save themselves by de¬ 
parture. It cannot be doubted that the rapid spread of 
Catholicism in Korea i* due in large measure to the heroic 
self sacrifice of those men and others like them. who literally 
gave their lives to the wurk. It would be wrong however to 
say thii the government was wholly without excuse. From 
time immcmt>rhi 1 denth had been the penalty for crimes of far 
less import Co the Korean mind than the spreading of hereti¬ 
cal beliefs. With the light they had anti the provocation 
under which they labored we should say they needed rather 
enlightenment than censure. 

Thts answer was not accepted as satisfactory by lhe 
French government and a rejoinder was sent saying that 
thereafter French subjects who should be taken on Korean 
soil must be sent to Peking, otherwise the Korean govern¬ 
ment Would Lay itself optm to grave evils. But soon after 
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this the revolution of 1^4$ took place in France and. these 
Eastern questions were all forgotten foi the time being. 

In ib^yi the king died without matt issue and his grand- 
mother Kim nominated tus nephew, the sun of a banished 
brother. The young man entered upon ihc duties of his of¬ 
fice lit the age uf nineteen and he is known by hts post' 
bunions title of Ch’ul-jong Tti-watig. This irigri of fourteen 
years beheld some important reforms. The law was rtsiffh ru¬ 
ed that the families of banished men mi^bt follow th^m iuto 
exile. Gambling was severely interdicted. The merchants' 
monopolies were broken up, A hard fight was made against 
bribery and peculation in high places. Country geutlenieti 
were forbidden to seize and beat any one belonging to the 
lower orders. 

Tills king was the sun Prince Chun-gye by a slave wo¬ 
man named Rang, He was the great-grandson of the Crown 
Prince, Sado, whom bis father nailed up in the box. 

His reign was an Important one in two respects. First 
the very rapid spread of Homan Cathokism and second the 
settled policy which was adopted toward all outride influ¬ 
ences. When the reign began there were about ti.ooo Christ¬ 
ians in Korea and when it closed in LH63 there were in 
the vicinity of 20,000, or almost double Everyone knew 
that to combat it there would be need of a king of :* different 
calibre from Ch'nl )ong; and so during these years the work 
of propagating the new faith wem on steadily and without 
any considerable drawbacks. The picture,of the country as 
draw n by the French is indeed a one. They say the 
king had shown himself quite incapable and had become a 
mere debouchc The highest officials were fattening off the 
people and the latter were frequently consulting the books of 
prophecy which Juretold the disolutkm of thedyuasly, And 
now foreigners began to cuter the country in greater num- 
bers Muislre, jauson, Bernetix followed each other in 
quick tuiccesMon in the'early fifties. The latter became 
Bishop of Korea, 

About the end of tSGocame the news of the fall of Peking 
before the combined French and English forces, the flight of 
the Emperor and the burning and looting of tbc Summer 
Palace The news was that thousands of foreigners had come 
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to overthrow (heempire. The utmost consternation prevailed 
in Seoul. An official memorialised the throve giving three 
couses for Itvelv concern. 

|:l The Emperor. Fheing before his enemies might 
wish to find asylum in Korea, or at inigh: take refuge in 

some Mancha fortress just beyond the border. Every |tossibl e 
approach ought to he strictlv guarded M th:u the Emperor 
might not dare lo Force his Way into Korean territory. {This 
shows I lie depth of Korea's loyalty to China ) 

{;l The outlaw bands that infested the neutral strip be* 
tween Korea and China might attempt an iuv ision of Korea 
and forts ought to be built to prevent such an enterprise. 

(jil Worst of all. there might be a possible invasion of 
Korea bv the foreigners. Korean cities would be wrecked, 
the morals of the people would be lowered, a depraved religion 
would bs established. A-s th.* foreigner* were strong only on 
the sea or on level ground the mounts iiitma character of Ko¬ 
rea would lie of material advantage to her. Tire army should 
fur reorganised, and furls should be built aloug the principal 
approaches to Seoul; also at Toug-nfi. Nam yang. Pu-byilng 
and In-ju. A fort should be built on high ground command* 
jug the passage of the narrows at Kang-wha. Western boats 
could not Ljf course ascend the Han River. As ihe foreign 
religion spread rapidly in tbr provinces every precaution should 
be taken to prevent the foreign priests coinmu ti killing with 
their countrymen abroad. 

The ministry pin if the people all applauded this plan and 
the memorialist was made a judge and given power to carry 
tint Ins scheme, tint news came thick and fast telling of the 
killing of thousands of Chinese soldiers, mid the returning 
embassy in February ififpt. gave definite news • *f the flight of 
the Emperor and the treaty wrested from the great Chinese 
empire. This news electrified the people, AH business tvas 
suspended. The well-todo ptople all fled to mountain re- 
treats the dougbiy memonulbt among the first. The ministers 
sent away their families atid their goods. Many of the high 
officials asked (he protection of the Roman Catholic*, and 
tried to procure Roman Catholic books or badges of any kind, 
and many wort? these at their belts in broad daylight. The 
yatntn-runnels were loud in their protestations that tl.ev had 
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had nothing to do with the persecution of the C it holies. It 
was believed by the Frenis in Korea ;*t the time that :i most 
favorable treaty cottift have been concluded just at that time; 
but no effort in that direction was made by thr French, 

Gradually the excitement abated and preparations for 
war were pushed, the wealthy classed ^applying th money 
for ihe same. Old anus were rrsunvelcd, and timwn were 
csM on ihc model of one obtained from the French wreck*, 
thi^ time there were nine Frenchmen in Korea 
The year i&fr] was a hard one fur I he people They 
wet* taxed to the last farthing am] local muss were exceed¬ 
ingly common The French give n* an amusing incident, 
whe re the widows of u certain prefect lire were taxed. They 
rose up rw and moblied the prefect s office, caught ins 
mother* toreoff all her garments and left her well nigh naked- 
1 his of course meant ib^t the prefect wa* di^gniued fur life- 


Chapter XIV. 

the -Leath-hcd of King tfrCt-joag, bold woman - ..fine «J the 
TcUg-bik. ila ffimidtf kilted r . the Kind's father 1 tc^Tces recent 

-bs* two miabike* he •elerta m Qiiam , . Kn^iUn iw.|ueSt - 4 

the Regent paring hy the con wrrv ali ve parly . drat h-wm ran I of 
Riftbop Bemcux French priest* executed, ,. pric-elra* minn- 

ficnpl lost a French pittst eucfcpea ix* China and tth* ihe 

- China ad vine * K^c* lf> make peace .-.Shipwreck of .the t, Sor- 
pjitwr b'-re nf the "Genend Sherman ,* 4 , ptE^ectilion rcnetftii 
r .. Frepeh rectomtf *itering expedition idocUailc cf ihc tdiin ati-- 

n<Min.;ctl French expedition under A rind ml Rwc . pTrpmnlionr 
tor «T<fen». , fltffcjKffltknce French del uni the French retire 

Korean & exulttirt persmLtiun rhliAiMeiL .. the kiftcghok 
rebuilt Amefiittfl txpcditiuji under Artuifr*] k**lgeHi. . 
American rictm on King w lm the Heel return KtOffittbeirt 
era 1 ltd in SftiitL 

The events af the present rdgii* which bigau m January 
iah4. are fresh in the memory of many still living, and the 
account here given is taken largely from statements of rye- 
witnesses of the scenes ther. in dcvrilrsd* A detailed history 
Frf the pre^ int rr^n would fiil ;> volume j n it^lf md of course 
csis but briefly touch itpmi tht leading events ns it. 
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The ci feu instances which usfiertd in the reign are graph¬ 
ically described by Dallet and are substantially as follows. 
King ChTlUjong had been suffering for some time with 1 pub 
tnoiinry affection, hut in January of iS*4 hr seemed belter 
mid he beyan to walk about a Utile. On the fifteenth, feeling 
greater uneasiness than usual* he went into hi* garden for 1 
walk. There he was suddenly lokfii with faintness and was 
just able to drag himself back to hi* room, where lie fell in a 
dying condition. The Minister Kim Chon gcuti, his son Kim 
Pyung-gu and three other relatives were immediately in at¬ 
tendance. Am they were deliberating, the nephew of llie 
Dowager Queen Cbo. widow ot the Km g Tk-joug happened 
to pass, and seeing what was going nn, be hastened to hiB 
aunt's apartments and e sebum ed, *"\Vhnt are you doing here? 
The king is dead." 1 He advised Iter to hasten to the king's 
apartments, gain possession of ihe royal *eals an.I nominate 
to the throne some one of her choice, declaring bun to he the 
son and heir of King Ik-joug* her husband. This woman 
thereupon hastened to the side of the expiring king where 
she found Ihe attendants, as we have said, and with :1u?m the 
queen, who held the roya] seals in a fold of her >kirt. Tile 
Dowager Queen peremptorily demanded these seals, and when 
the queen demurred she snatched them violently from her. 
Xo one dared oppose the determined worn m who thus took 
fortune by the forelock and in the course of a moment turned 
the course of empire. She then made proclamation in the 
name of the king, saying ‘Thr king says the royal seals shall 
be in charge of Queen Cho, The throne shall go to MyAng* 
bofcp second son of Prince Hetnig-silsg (whose name was Yi 
H i eung). Minister Chung shall be executor ol lh± king s 
will and Minister Kim shall go and find the newly ap¬ 
pointed king " The Dowager Quean C ho 111 us became Regent 
and the queen's party. the Kim family, had to retire from 
power. 

It was at the very beginning of the reign that Lhe peculiar 
reel called the Totig-hifc arose in the south. Its founder was 
one Cffot Pok-sol of Kvong-jn in fCyitag-satfg Province* The 
great formula of the scci was C lie mysterious sentence CA'un 
Jti dm a dtung 1 ir hit/ mang man sq em, which means 
*‘Moy the Lord of Heaven aid our mind* that vve may uver 
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remember, :md miiv He make nil things turn out according to 
tmrdesircv* The adheretjtsof this sect wotr id sit a ml singrni* 
lor in uli by the hi >ur, They would also dance* brandishing; 
swords in a ‘-oil of frenzy, and pretend to be rising to heaven. 
The nmne Tong halt nr Pb Eastern S^ct" was given by th -m- 
Mves to distinguish themselves from the Sfi hak or"Wc£tem 
5 eci/ p namely Roman Catholicism So at least motile affirm. 
Its rise wns exceedingly rapid and soon ii bad enrolled an 
enormous number uf people. The government was at list 
nhliged to tike cognizance of it and a body of troops vvai 
sent south* who captured am! pul to death the founder of the 
sect, This put an end for the time to us active props Rand ism 
but it was by uo means dead, as wt shall see. 

The Dowager Qu^en Chn was a violent opponent of Chris¬ 
tianity and Filled nil the offices with enemies of the Roman 
Catholics Hot she w'ftn nut to hold the rem^ of power long. 
The king s father in view of Ills son's elevation to the 
throne had received the title Prince Tfl-w&n, or Tft-wfiti gun 
ns h: is usmilty called Ite was a, man of coin mantling p^r* 
so list lily and inflexible will ant! on the whole he was the most 
striking character in modern Korean history, He has been 
variously estimated. Some have considered him the greatest 
statesman in Karra ;. others hive taken him for a mere deuua- 
gngnr. His main characteristic was an Ndutu:table will 
which took the bit in its teeth and swept toward the goal of 
its desire irrespective of every obstacle, whether of morals* 
economics, politics or consanguinity. He was w ithal unable 
to read the signs of the times. The two great mistakes of his 
lUr were, first us supposing be could eradicate Roman Catbnli- 
ci*m by force, and second in supposing that he could prevent 
the opening of Korea to treats- rehtimiv The regency naiur- 
ally parsed into hts hands stud he tacitly agreed to uphold the 
principles of the conservative party that had raised him to 
power. 

His first act was to order a remeasure merit of the tilled 
bind of She country with a view Ko the increasing uf the rev¬ 
eille The tfejiflitry was empty and had plans in mind 
that would require money. One of these plans was the erec¬ 
tion uf a new pakceon the ruins of the Kyong bok Palace, an 
enterprise which the finances of the country by no means war- 
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ranted. His next act was to bttroib hi-i son the king to hi* 
wife's niece. His wife had tuo brothers one nf whom mts 
living but the other had died leaving one daughter. It was 
this daughter of Min Ch'i-rok who became queen. She was 
the king's senior by four years. her father was dead she 
became the foster child of her ancle Min Cb'i-jjn. I■■ this 
Union, as every one knows, the Regent sought to cement his 
own power* bm, as every one likewise knows, he made a 
serious m intake. 

In January iSftft a Russian gunboat dropped anchor in 
th^ harbor of W tin sail ant! a letter was sent to Seoul asking 
lor freedom nf trade with Korc*. The answer given was that 
os Korea was the vassal of China thematter must be negotiat¬ 
ed hi Peking, aud an envoy wa^ dispatched for that purpose 

It is said that Roman Catholic adherents made Use of the 
great uneasiness which prevailed in government cirdvs re¬ 
specting Russia to compose a letter urging that the only 
way to waid off Russ La was by making an alliance with 
France and England. El is said that the Regent received ibis 
communication and gave it special and, as same believe, Javor- 
aWc attention We art told that the Roman Catholics were 
all in 4 most hopeful state of mind, fully believing iht hour 
had come for the awakening of Korea, In the Sight of sub¬ 
sequent events h is difficult to determine whether the Regent's 
inicrest in the plan was real or whether it was a ruse where¬ 
by t*. make the final all the more effective AU thing* 
considered, the latter t henry tits t he [acts more perfectly. The 
French themselves believed the Regent was pushed on to the 
great persecuifiou of 1B66 by the violent anti Christian party 
that Fmd put him in power, and that it was si mply another ca-se of 
"If ihou do it not thuti art not Caesar'* friend-" They found 
fault with him for harboring the idea of combination with 
thi> foreign element and demanded the death of the foreign 
priests arid a general persecution It is said the Regent re* 
mDialed them of the burning of ihe Summer Palace at Peking 
and the taking of that Imperial Capital, bttt that they answer¬ 
ed that they liari killed Frenchmen before without harm re- 
suiting and they could do St again. 

Whatever nitty have been the pressure brought to bear 
oti him, he finally signed the death warrant of all the foreign 
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priests in the bnd, and on February 33rd Bishop Bcrmmx 
was seized and thrown imo the common jaiL but two days 
laler he w.t$, transferred to the prison where nohle prisoners 
were conSued* On the zfrth he was brought before the tribunal 
wti i:p: tu L gnve hi', name as Chang He said he had cunu* to 
save the so tils of the Koreans and that he had been in the 
country ten years. He refused 10 Leave except by force. As 
the government liad made up its mind as to its course, Ilia 
death warrant was then made out, and it ran thus ' The a£> 
cused. Chang, refuses lo obey the king. He will not aposUv 
tiatc. He will tint give the information demanded. Be refuse 
to return 10 his own country Therefore, after [he usual 
punishments, be will be decapitated/' tt'bde lie was await¬ 
ing his end, Brelemur*s 4 Beaulleu p and Doric were taken, and 
afier shiubr trial were condemned to de.ith. All four of lliesu 
heroic men w-r- decapitated at the public execution ground 
near the river on the eighth of Match and then bodies were 
buried together tit a trench, from which they were recovered 
six months later and given burial by Roman Catholic ad- 
huttMil*. Four days Saner two more priests, PetitriicoLa* and 
Fourth ■&, were executed at the same place. Ii was the latter 
who lost at this time not only his life but his priceless mam 
usenpts. a Korean Grammar and a Latin Korean-Chinese 
Dictionary, on which lie had been at work for ten years- 
Three more of the priest*, Davdny. Aumaiire and Hnin were 
seized s oon after this and put lo death, but not lilt the latter 
bad despatched a letter to China, which was destined 10 turn 
up long a her ward* There were three priests left* Calais. 
Feron and Ridel. The last of these was selected to attempt 
the journey to China and give information of these terrible 
events After almost incredible labors he succeeded in get¬ 
ting away from the shore of Whaug-bi Province in a junk to¬ 
gether with eleven native belie vers v and luadv his way to 
Chef*KK From there he hastened to Tientsin and informed 
Admiral Ro&e of th£ death of his fellow^ court try men* The 
Admiral promised to hasten to the rescue of the remaining two 
and the avenging of those who had been slain; but a revolt in 
Cochin-Cbma prevented him from redeeming hh* promise 
until the following September* 

The Chinese government, through the an mm] embassy a 
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informed the king of Korea that the killing of foreigners wa$ 
an exceedingly foolish proceeding and that he had better make 
peace with France on the best terms possible, for ii China 
could not withstand her surdy Korea could sot. The Regent 
replied, however, that it was not the fUsi time French blood 

had remained unavenged in Korea- 

On jane 24th an American sailing vessel, the "Surprise .*' 1 
was wrecked off the coast of WhanghS Province Her cap¬ 
tain and crew were hospitably treated and conducted to the 
Chinese border with great care by order of the Regent, who 
thus illustrated the truth of the assertion that Korea would 
do 110 harm to men who were ship-wrecked on her coast. 
Even in the midst of an ami foreign demonstration of the 
most severe type, these men were humanely treated and sent 
upon their uav% 

Early id September the salting vessel “General Sherman’* 
entered the mouth oF the Ta-doag River- She earned five 
white foreigners acid nineteen Asiatics, Her ostensible object 
was trade. The governor of P'y&tig-au Province sent, 
demanding the cans* of her coming jnd the answer was that 
they desired to open up trade with Korea. Though told that 
this was impossible* the foreign vessel not only did not leave 
but on the contrary, pushed up the river until she reached a 
poi nt opposite Yang jak Island imt far from 1 be city of Pyong¬ 
yang, It was Only the heavy rains in the interior and art ex¬ 
cept ionally high tide that allowed her to gel across the bar, 
rand soon she was stuck in the mud* and all hopes of ever 
saving her were gone. This rash move astonished the Koreans 
above measure Something desperate must be the intentions 
uf men who would drive a ship thus lo certain destruction. 
After a nme word came from the Regent in attack her if *be 
did not leave at once Then the fight began, but without 
effect on etcher side timil the Koreans succeeded in setting 
fire to the "General Sherman "with fire-rafts. The officers 
and ctew then were forced to drop into the water, where 
many of them were drowned. Those that reached the ^hnre 
were immediately hewn down by the frenzied populace. The 
trophies of this fight are shown today in the shape of the 
anchor chains of the ill*fated vessel- which hang in owe of the 
gateways of F'yuog-yang. No impartial student of both sides 
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of this question can a^&crt that the Koreans were specially 
blame-worthy. The ship had been warned off but had rash¬ 
ly ventured where tio ship could go without being wreck¬ 
ed even were all other circumstances favorable. The Koreans 
could not know that this was a mere blunder. They took the 
vessel, and naturally, to be a hostile one and treated her ac¬ 
cordingly. 

In September the persecution of Roman Catholic ad¬ 
herents was resumed. This b said to have been caused by a 
letter from one of the Christians (o :he Regent urging a treaty 
of peace with France. But by this lime Admiral Roze was 
ready to redeem his promise, and on the tenth of that month 
Bbhip Ridel boarded bis flag-ship at Chefoo. The French 
authorities had already informed the Chinese at Peking that 
Frame did not recognise the suzerainty nf China over Korea 
and asserted that the land about la he conquered would be 
disposed of as France wishes! without reference to the Pet in 
government. Ei was decided to send the corvette Prim- 
august, and the aviso, U Dfroaft-ic, and the gunboat, Tat 4 ij\ 
to make a preliminary survey or the approaches to Seoul. 
Bishop Ridel accompanied this expedition in the capacity of 
uiterpreter. Arriving oil Clifford Island* on the twentieth* 
the little fleet entered Prince Jerome GtsEf, .md the following 
day (f wus sent lo explore the intranet to the Han 

River, Finding the channel between Kang-wba and themain- 
Sand satisfactory, she returned to the anchorage and together 
they steamed up the river Ihe only casualty being the loss of 
the false keA of the Pi t man g net. Thrse vessels steamed up 
the river as far as the river towns opposite the capital, silenc¬ 
ing a few forts on the way. Bishop Ridel used all bis powers 
of persuasion to induce the commander to leave one of these 
boats here while Lhc others Went to China to report, but with¬ 
out avail They all steamed away together. 

Meanwhile there was panic in Seoul. The end had come, 
in the estimation of many of the people. A general stampede 
cnsu^l and nearly □ quarter of the citizens of Seoul fled away, 
leaving their houses and goods. We will remember that when 
Ridel tscu^ied from Korea he left two conn pan ions behind. 
These rmide a desperate attempt to communicate with the 
French boats on the river* but so fierce was the persecution 
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aisd so watchful were the outbnfities that They were <juiIt un¬ 
able to do so- They finally escaped, however, by means 
iif junks which carried them out into tbt \ etlotv Sea* 
where they fell in with Chinese buats that curried them Lo 
China, 

Before the surveying expedition sailed hick to China 
Bishop Ridel was informed by native Cfiristia** of the burn¬ 
ing of the *'litfineral Shertuno 11 and the fate oi her crew, the 
rentwnl of the persecution md the order thai all Christiana 
1>-* put to death after only a pTcUmiiiary trial. He urged the 
com [militant to stay* but the fleet sailed away and reported in 
China, where tb~ real punitive expedition was rapidly prepare 
ing. On October eleventh the blockade of the Han River 
wus announced to the Chinese authorities and m the various 
powets through their representatives at Peking, and then the 
French fleet sailed away to the conquest of Korea. The 
flat Ella consisted of the seven boats Qurrrirrr t Pipfdft, Print- 
it* ifire/, Dft&t* /o/f, tiirnfhatt , PirdiT an d /. tbrtfb&m , 

But while these preparations w ere going 4 ‘ 111 * f>ther pre¬ 
parations were going on tit Korea. The total complement of 
troops throughout the peninsula mi called into requisition, 
Arms were forced and troops drilled. The Japanese govern- 
meut. cv«n r was invited to take a hand in the war that was 
impending, but she did tiot respond, Japan herself was 
about to enter upon a great civil w ir, and had no force tospare 
for outside w-ork, even if she harl had the deshc, 

Qn Octoher thirteenth the French fleet reached Korea 
and three days later the attack or Kwg-wha commenced. In 
an hour's titur the town was ic the possession of the French 
and large amounts of arms, ammunition and provisions were 
seiEedi besides vnrin ns other valuables such as Unsure, works 
of art, books and porcelain. This reverse by no means 
disheartened the Koreans. Gen. Yi Kyung-ha was pul hi 
charge of the forces opposed to the “invaders. This force 
was led ill person by Gen, Yi Won heui who found the 
French already in possession of the fortress The Koreans 
were in force at Tong-jin just acros* the esitiary from K ing- 
wha. and, fearing that the vessels would attempt to ascend 
the rivet* they sank loaded junks in the channel. This 
channel must have been much deeper than it is today. 
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The Recent swore that any man who should suggest 
peace with the enemv should meet with instant deaths A 
letter was sent to the French saying that the priests had come 
Srr disguise and had taken Korean name* and had desired to 
lay their hands on the wealth of the land- It declared that 
the priests had been well killed. In reply the French said they 
had come in the name of Napoleon, Sovereign of the Grand 
French Empire, who desired She safety of bis subjects r *nd 
That since nine of hi- subjects had been killed, it must be ex¬ 
plained, They also demanded the three minister* who had 
been foremost to tht persecution and in the killing of the 
priests should be branded over to them and that a plenipoten¬ 
tiary be appointed lor the ratifying of a treaty. To this letter 
no answer eras recti wed. 

Meanwhile Gen. Yang Honsn had led 3,000 men to the 
lEnli'ess of Choqg-jok on Kuig-wdui where a celebrated mon¬ 
astery stands. Thes^ mets Wert mostly hardy mountaineer* 
and tiger-hunter* from Kang-gyr iu the far north, thr 
descendsms of those sariNr men who in the ancient day* of 
Ku yttryft drove back an army erf Chines* ^jo^ow strong and 
destroyed all but 700 oi them. This fortress is ad mi r.ibly 
situated for defense. Iving as it docs in a cup formed by s 
semi-csrclc of mountains and approachable from only one 
direction, where it is guarded by a crenellated wail nod n 
heavy atone 

The great mistake nf the French wa* in supposing this 
place could be stormed by 3 paltry 160 men. The whole 
F reach force could lWt have done it. No courier bad this 
hit.e bund come welt within range of the concealed garrison 
than it was met by «s withering fire which instantly put half 
of them Wt dr After some attempts lo make a 

siaud in the shelter oi trees, but*, rocks and other cover, a 
retreat was taxied anti the French moved slowlv Ijuck curving 
Ihtir demand wonncfel. They were elo^Ey pursued and 
Wiih made their way luck to the main body. The 

result would probably have been much more serious had not 
the retreating party been met by a b*iy of rdufpresnieiifei 
from the uiflia body. The next d ly orders were given to fire 
the town and re embark Timesed great surprise and dis- 
sattefastin* amouy the men, bin we indin* to the belief * hut 
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it the only thing to do r The number of men that had 
been musiered (o effect the humiliation o i Korea was ridicul¬ 
ously small compared with what was necessary. Six thou¬ 
sand French might have done it, but six hundred—never. 
We need seek no further than this for the cause of the abfiu' 
donment of the enterprise. To be sure, it hud done infinitely 
more harm than good, and if it had been possible to succeed 
even at a heavy cost of life it would have been better lo go 
on ; but it was not possible. 

The effect of ibis retreat upon the Regent and the court 
may be imagined. Peking had fallen before these "'barbar* 
ians' 1 but the tiger-hunters of the north had driven them 
away in coofiirion. If the reader will try to view this event 
from the ill-informed standpoint of the Korean court, he will 
see n^t once that their exultation was quite reasonable and 
natural. The Jail argument ogAtmit a sweeping persecution 
of Christ iam was now removed and new and powerful argu¬ 
ments in favor of it were added. The fiat went forth that the 
plague of the foreign religion should be wept from the Eapd h 
No quarter was ta be given Neil her age nor *ex nor quality 
were to weigh in the balance. From that time till ttijo the 
persecution was destined to rage with unabated fury and the 
French estimated the number killed at ti F ooo, The hardships 
and sufferings of this time are second lo none in the history 
of religious persecutions. Hundreds ded to the moimtaiu^ 
and there starved or iuu€ IQ death. The tales of that Terri¬ 
ble time remind one ol the persecutions under the Roman 
Emperors or ibe no less terrible scenes of the .Spani-h Inqui- 
sit ion* 

But to return to 1S66. There were other events of inter¬ 
est transpiring. The pet scheme of the Regent to build Ins 
son a new palace Wan being worked out. The palace was m 
process of erectimi, wheti suddenly the funds gave out« Here 
the Regent committed his next great blunder. This time it 
was m the lealm of finance. He entertained the fallacy that 
he could meet a deficit by coining money* Of course the 
only way to meet a deficit tn this way was to debase the cur* 
rency. He did it on a grand scale when he once determined 
upon it, for whereas the people had from time immemorial 
used a one-cash piece* he lepn to mint a hundred-ca^h piece 
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which was actually less than fifty cash in weight. One of 
these v as given asaday's wage to each of the workmen on the 
This coin bore on its face the legend *’The great 
Finance Hundred Cash Piter/' bnt it proved to be very small 
finance indeed, for of course its issue was immediately follow* 
rd by ;m ennriTmus rbe in the price of al! commodities, aud 
rice went lip two hundred per cent* The government was 
thus plunged deeper in die un ft than ever ; but ibe Regent 
Iwd set his will on ilii* Ihjng and was determined to carry it 
through at anv qosf. His next move, taken in the following 
year was to bring in old, discarded, Chinese cash literally by 
the cart-loath across the border This he h«<i bought in 
China at auction prices and forced cm the people as legal 
ttnder. At the same time lit forced the people to work id 
gangs of joo at a. time qu the palace without pay, In this 
way ihe wmk was finished, bn: it is safe to say that to thin 
din the country has not recovered from the effects of that 
mad financiering. Wealthy citizens were called upon to 
make donations to the building fund, and this gained the 
soubriquet of "The Free-will Offering 11 

The year iHftfl. which meant so much for japan t was no! 
otherwise sign-ili^d in Knrea than by a demand ou the part 
o! Russia that Korean refugees beyond the border be rec til¬ 
ed, Tl also beheld the publication of the work "The Six De¬ 
partments and their Duties/ In September 'alone 3,000 
Christians were killed, five hundred of them being residents 
of Seoul. 7 

The United States had not forgotten the fate of the ‘Gen¬ 
eral Sherman " She had no intention of letting the mutter 
drop. In list early spring or 18-1 minister Frederick F. Low, 
ni pekira f^cvivH ifrttruction* from his Em+entTn^Dl to tn 
couipani with Rear admiral Ryag^rs lo the shorts o l Korea 
and attempt lo conclude a treaty relative to the treatment of 
American seamen who might be cast upon the shores of that 
country* He tvus also instructed to try to make a trade con* 
vent km with Korea looking toward the opening of Korea to 
foreign Commerce, The fled oonshted of the war vessels 
C&hrrad&y . f /o \ k a . AfQMK4uy t mi cl Pahs. These ves¬ 

sels render.vntised al Nas^saki and on May sixteenth they 
set sad for Korea. Minister Low '$ correspondence with hi* 
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government shows that he hud accurately gauged thr proba¬ 
bilities of the situation- A long acquaintance with the Korean 
con hi not have rendered his diagnosis oF the Case more ac¬ 
curate than it was. From the very fifst he considered it to 
be a hopeless case* and he was rigUi. Hut this in nn wmy lets- 
ventd the cafe he exercised in doing every thing in his power 
to reader the expedition 4 snocessr Alter fan 1 teen days oF 
strnggle against dense fogs, larluon* channels 4 nd swift tidal 
currents the deet dropped anchor off the islands known sis the 
Ferrierre group, not £ar from KugAnie Island* 1 his was on 
Mxy 30th. They had not been there Jong before they were 
hoarded by some small ufficUb*wUh whom Minister Low was 
of course Unable to treat, but through them he sent a friendly 
Tinr-sage to Seoul asking I bat an official of eijual rank with the 
American envoy be sent to confer with him on imporlunt 
mutters. The Koreans bad already received through the 
Chinee an intimation of what the Americans desired but they 
argued that a> their policy of e-urying ship wrecked mariner* 
safely across the border was well known abroad and a* they 
did not tare to open up relations with' other countries, there 
was no call to tend an envoy to treat with the Americans* 
The Regent shrewdly p though misiakettly, suspected that the 
“General Sherman 1 affair was at the button; of this, as Hit 
death of the French priests had* been the cause of the French 
expedition and he decided So garrison King wha and deal 
with ih± Americans as be had with the French, Gen. G- 
Yb'-jftn wa*sent with 3,000 troops to Kwang Fort on the island 
of Kang-wha A part of this force was stationed as garrison 
□i Tok chin* a link fort at the narrowest part of the estuary 
between King wha and the hut Hit and, where the tide runs 
through wufi tremendous force and a dangerous reef add^ to 
the difficulty ot navigation. 

Thus il W(ts thrti whri* the Afurtacaty and Paid* steamed 
slowly bp the channel on a tour of inspect ion they were hred 
upon by the guns of this little fort No special damage was 
dime, and as soon *9 the gunboats could be gotten ready i» 
reply to this uexpected assault they opened fire upon the little 
fort And spcdily drove its garrison out. The Koreans supposed 
these gOTilwiin were approaching foe the purpose uT ts^illt. 
Indeed, as m> intimation had been given the Kartdin govern- 
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nitnt Unit such a reconqmtermg expedition was planned* and 
ay this narrow passage considered the mam gateway of 

approach to the capital the Koreans argued strictly front the 
book and the American contention that the attack was tin- 
provoked was groundless, for to Korean eyes the very ap¬ 
proach to this stronghold was abundant provocation. 

When the fort had been silenced* the two gunboats 
steamed back to the main anchorage and reported. It was 
instantly decided that am apology must lie forthcoming from 
the government, but as none came, ret-illation was the only 
thing left to vindicate the wounded honor of the United 
States. A strong force was despatched h which, under cover 
of the ship's gun^. whs landed near the fort, and alter n hard 
hand to hand struggle m which every map of the garrison 
was killed at Iris post the place was taken. Thus was the 
tarnished honor of the Great Republic restored tu its former 
brightness. Hut mark the sequel. The Admiral plainly was 
entirely unequal to the task of pushing the matter to lHe 
gates of Seoul, and so he withdrew and sailed away to China 
exactly as the French had done. The great mistake in this 
lay in ignorance of the Korean character. The government 
cared little for the loss of a few earth-works on Kang-wba* 
In fact, even if the Americans had overrun and ravaged half 
the peninsula and yet had not unseated the king in his 
capital or endangered his person their departure would have 
left the Koreans in the firm belief that the foreigners had 
been whipped. In the Iasi decade of the twelfth century the 
Japanese overran the country* torced the King to flee to the 
very batiks of the Vain, kilted hundreds of thpusands of the 
people and for seven years waged equal war in the peninsula* 
and yet when Hideyoslli died and his troops were recalled 
Korea claimed that the Japanese had been defeated; and it 
was true. The approach of United States gunboats up to 
the very walls of the ^Gibraltar " of Korea was nothing less 
than a declaration of war, and the paltry loss of the little 
garrison was a cheap price to pay for their ultimate triumph 
in seeing the American ships "'hull dowp*' in the Yellow sea. 

When this glad news was published in Seoul the already 
plethoric pride of the Regent swelled to bursting. Another 
holiant victory* had been scored. 
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Another of the great powers of the West hud been httm- 
bled. Korea could show her great patron Chi da how to 
handle Che barbarism*. He imaged Lately ordered the erection 
in the center of the city of □ monrnnenl which bad been in 
preparation since The inscription ran as follows, 

"Thr Western Barbarians have attacked and injured u_s, 
with a view either to making war 111 mil Ha or to forcing treat* 
its noon ns. II we consent to the latter it wilt mean the betray¬ 
al of the comiiry* Let onr descendants to the ten thousandth 
generation bear this in mind. Made ic the Pydug-iti Year 
and st l tip in the Sin- mi Year 11 

AH the court and the: nubility vied with each other in 
congratulating the regent upon the completion of this work 
and declared that ihe people were pleased with the prospect 
of excluding all foreigners and preserving the time-honored 
seclusion of the land. 


Chapter XV. 

The ' 1 Frontier Guard 11 . . Japanese HtfctttrptS at makiug a treaty .... 

agent at the pafaire the ftcgtnlfr power cm the wstic . .a <"Cnm- 
hmAtU* 1 M the KegrtUTelitr? a puppet. . T ‘'infernal irm^ne" 
.. .refunlift .... A ikHKcrcMis meinOftul ...fight with Lbt Juf/dJlciC 
, F ._two parties in Japan Japan*** ctnmni^aa aegatimiens 
treaty signed a mytferum confl juration . jujumi^e minis¬ 
ter. . French pnents released ... a curiivm IhooIe . . awti-Cforistiiui 
policy Ahatiiioncd Mtnii^ioil to Japan., .C*itlirpirai"‘ , lilHrnd 
party, ...hf.pefcl outlook Ore Uiu pulley... &pUt bat wee n the 

JMia UTid liberal faction* . Minuter lo Japan-military Atudenta 

.regular troopa neglected .. «aeut* of iSSi .* Japanese legation 

attacked ..the palace entered ..the Qncett escapes .. the ti- 
Rega:i| quiets the soldiers . ft mock fuueral- 


In order Lo understand the interesting train of events 
that transpired in 1S73 it will be necessary to go back and re* 
view the relfitiqm that existed between Korea and Japan. 

At the dose of the Japanese invasion an arrangement Had 
been arrived at between Japan and Korea by the terms of 
which the Japanese placed a number of traders at FusatJ. 
The popular belief of tbe Koreans that the gover nment 
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cepled these as hostages in place of an annual tribute of three 
nndred Japanese female hides is au amusing fiction which ifh 
intended to offset the ignominy of the ear and noese monument 
in Kyoto. 

This colony was called the Su-ja-ri or ""Frontier Guard / * 
The Korean government appropriated leu million cash a year 
to it* support. The Japanese daim that these people were 
not hostages hot were merchant* and were placed there to 
form a commercial point dTapfim between the two countries. 
That the money paid for their support was of the nature oF n 
tribute is neither claimed by the Japanese nor admitted by ihe 
Koreans ; in fact the t-rrns always used in describing these 
payments implies the coordinate degree of the recipient. 

1'his Japanese colony was continued up to the year <869 
without intermission hut it was not destined to remain un¬ 
disturbed No sootier had the Imperial government become 
established i ei Japan than the Emperor appointed a commit 
siou to approach the Korean government through the lime- 
honored avenue of approach, namely Pusan and the pro-Fcct 
of Tong-nS. with a view to establishing closer commercial and 
diplomatic relutiotts. This commissioner transacted the busi¬ 
ness through the Djumyo of Tsushima who fcpI the Imperial 
letter to the prefect Of Tong: nft and asked that it be transmit¬ 
ted to the capital* After reading it the prefect refused to 
send it, ou the ptea that whereas japan had always addressed 
Korea iu terms of respect she now adopted a tone of superior¬ 
ity and called herself an Empire, The envoy urged that 
japan had recently undergone a complete change, that she 
had adopted Western ideas and hnd central ised her govern* 
meut s nud urged that the missive must be sent on to Seoul, 
The prefect was prevailed upon to copy the letter and scod it 
On to the Regent but the Reply came back forthwith "Wc 
will noi receive the Japanese letter. Drive the envoy awuy/ H 
The following year the annual grant of rice was suddenly 
discontinued without a word of warning and the Japanese in 
Pusan were greatly exercised thereby. They made a loud 
outcry am! their government made repeated attempts to come 
to an under standing with the Korean government but with¬ 
out success. 

It was in 1870 that the Japanese Hanabusa, called Wfaa- 
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bang Kiii-jil bv ihr Koreans, came with an urgent request 
that a treaty of commerce hr signed* but he wns likewise un¬ 
successful* The King, however, was nearing the age when 
tku- Regem must band nv^i to him the reins of power and the 
Queen, a woman of natural ability and of imp. cions wtU + svas 
gathering about her a faction which was wholly inimical to the 
plans and the tactics of the Regent. The latter found to his 
cttacrni that the woman whom he had placed on the throne 
with his ton With special reference to the cementing of his 
own power was likely to become (he instrument of his undo¬ 
ings Sure it is that iu spite of the hatted which the Regent 
evinced against the Japare^e this same HfttnbHSA came to 
Seoul in 1H7: or early iti iSji, in 3 quite unofficial manner„ 
and was given quarters at the palace where lit was in con¬ 
stant comnmnidation with the Queen and the u embers of her 
faction, and where* by exhibiting curious objects til western 
manufacture, such as a toy telephone- and llie like, he auiused 
his royal patroness and won his way into the favor of the 
party that was shortly to step itUo the place made vacant by 
the retiring Regent. 

The queen r n faction were diametrically opposed to the 
most cherished prejudices of ihe Regent. They favored, or ut 
least looked with complacency upon, the growth of Roman 
Catholicism, they favored the policy of listening 10 China s 
advice in the matter of foreign relations. They were doubt* 
less urged in this direction partly by pure opposition to the 
Regent and partly by the representations of the Japanese who 
hsd gained the ear of royalty. The palace w» (he scene of 
frequent and violent alTercations between the heads of these 
two factions, but an open rupture did not occur until the year 
1B73 when an official named Cb^oe Ik-hyun memorialised the 
throne speaking disparagingly uf the presence 0! the Japanese 
in the palace and, toward the etid t charging the Regent with 
indirection in the use of the public funds The king had ter 
some lime been growing restive under the control of the Re¬ 
gent. being led to some extent by the new party of which the 
queen was the patroness and at whose head stood her brother, 
Min £euug ho. The memorial was received with mark* o£ 
approval by the king and he immediately ctit off a targe part 
of the revenues of the Regent. At the same time Min Seung- 
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ho approached the Regent 1 * son, Vi Cfifi-inyun, rider brother to 
the kin g, and suggested that if the Regent could be removed 
they two might share the leadership oi affairs, The young 
man accepted the offer and ranged butistlf in line with the 
opposition. The Regent was now in gre-u si rails The com¬ 
bination against him had proved too strong, and in the last 
moon of *873 be shook off the dust of Seoul from his feet and 
retired to KLa-pVutig, thirty five miles to the caM of the cap¬ 
ital* After five months nf residence theiv lie returned as for 
is the village of K . deung, test miles to the north-east of 
Seoul. 

Among the people there was si ill a strong element that 
favored the ex-Regent- They missed a strong personality at 
the helm of state* for the Koreans have always preferred a 
strong even if tyrannical leadership In rec ignition of this 
sentiment it was deemed wise to pul the tx- Reg-ml's brother, 
whom he lutd always kept severe !v in the back ground, in the 
prominent if not necessarily important position of Prime Min¬ 
ister He proved a* was intended a meTe puppet in the binds 
of the Mm party who by this Lime had absorbed the whole 
power of The government. Hr wa* allowed, in compensation 
for this, to control the sale ui public offices to his own profit, 
hiit at wavs under the vigilant eye of she dominant faction. 

A new en* in th j rnetainiorphosisof Korea hid now begun. 
Public affairs in the peninsula took a new direction. Min 
Senug-ho was court favorite .m;l it looked if matters would 
soon settle down u» something like their former tranquility* 
Bur the latter days of the year were destined 10 bring a severe 
shock to The leaders of the new party. One day Min Scung- 
ho received a Idler purporting to he from a certain party 
with whom hr was on intimate terms, and with iicatne a casket 
wrapped in silk. lie was requested to open h ouh in the 
presence ot his mother and his son Late at night in bis iitorf 
chamber he opened it rn the presence of these members of his 
faintly, but when lie lifted the cover the casket exploded with 
terrific force killing the three instantly and setting the bouse on 
fire. As Min Scfingfbo had but me enemy bold enough to 
perpetrate the deed the popular belief that it was done bv his 
great rival is practically midisptutd* though uodirect evidence 
perhaps exists 
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Min T h Mto immediately stepped into the place made va¬ 
cant by the terrible death of the favorite. Soon after this the 
government discontinued the use of 111e 100 cash pieces with 
which the Repent had diluted the currency of the country In 
the second moon of 1S74 the crown prince was born. The 
year ivms also signalised by the remittance tn p-fpet nit y of ihe 
lax on real estate in and nbotiL the city of Seoul. 

In E875 Three of the ex-Regent's friends*, led by Cho 
Ch'mig-sik, memorialised the throne begging that the Prince 
TWi-wfia be again reinstated in power. Wot this rash act ihey 
were all condemned to death, and it was only by the personal 
Intercession of the ex-Regent that the sentence was cottinmled 
\& banishment for life. Even so, Cho Ch a m*g-sik was killed 
at his place qi exile. 

In September the Japanese man-of-war Un y& Kwau f after 
making a trip tu Cbefoo, approached the island of K-iug-wlia 
to make soundings- Approaching the town of Vdng-jnsiji, 
they sent a small boat ashore to look for water. As they 
neared the town they were suddenly fired upon by the Koreans 
in the little fortress, who evidently look them far Frenchmen 
or American* A moment later the small boat was 1 timed 
About ami was making toward the man-of-war again* The com- 
nutmier gave instant orders for summary punishment to lie 
in flic ltd for this perfectly U provoked assault* Be opened 
tire qn the town and soon silenced the batteries* A strong 
body of marines wjs landed which put the garrison to flight, 
seized all the arms and provisions and fired the town. The 
mait^war then steamed away 10 Nagasaki tq report what 
had occurred. 

At this time (here were in Japan two pauses who took 
radically different views of the Koreanquestion. One of these 
parties, led by Saigo of Satsutna. smarting tinder the insult- 
mg way hi which Karen had received the Japanese overtures, 
would listen to nothing but instant war. The other party* 
which saw more clearly the vital ^ joints in the question at i±- 
sue r urged peaceful measures Tbv policy of ihe latier pre¬ 
vailed and it was decided to send au embassy to attempt the 
ratification of a treaty, and if that failed war was to Ik the ah 
lemntive. This pence policy was so distasteful to the war 
parly lhal Saign returned to Sutsnma and began to set in mo- 
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i^ot 3 those agencies which resulted in the sanguinary Satsumft 
Rebellion 

For many centuries there had been a strip of irautral lef* 
ritory between the Korean border* the Vain River, and the 
Chinese border which was marked by a line of stake*. This 
strip nf land naturally became the hiding piece of refugees 
mid cHtiiinnh from both countries, for here they were free 
from police supervision whether Korean or Chinese, The 
statesman Li Hung-chang recoginzL'd this to be a menace to 
the weltfnre of both countries and look steps to put an enci to 
tl. bv sending y ^Eiong body of troop? wIiO T in curijunci ion 
with guithaaL succeeded in broking up the nest oFdespera-' 
does and rendering tile country fit for column lion. Two 
years later this strip of land was definitely connected with 
Chi on and the two countries again faced each other across the 
waters of the Vo In* 

The Korean attack upon the Unyo Kwau off Kang wba 
proved the lever which finally roused japan to active step*, in 
regard to the Opening of Korea. The war party regarded it 
as their golden opportunity, while the peace party believed it 
would pave the way for a peaceful accomplishment of their 
purpose An envoy wh* despatched to Peking to sound the 
policy of that goveniiravit, The Chinese, fearing that they 
would be held responsible for the misdoings of Korea denied 
all responsibility and virtually acknowledged the independence 
of the peninsula At the same time a military and naval ex¬ 
pedition. under Kiroda Kiyotaku, seconded by Iiinuye Bunda» 
sailed for Kang wha with a fleet of gunboats, containing in all 
some men* The Chinese hid already advised the Korean 
government to make terms with the Japanese, and this in fact 
was She wish of the dominant parly; so. when the Japanese 
demand reached Seoul, tbal cum lui^io nets be sent to Kang- 
wha to treat with the visitors the government quickly com¬ 
plied. Two high officials, Sin Him and Vun Cha seting, were 
despatched to Kang whs and the first definite step was taken 
toward casting off the old time isolation policy, the fond dream 
of the ex-Regent. 

The Japanese envoy opened the conference by asking 
why the Koreans had given nu answer to the repeated re¬ 
quests of the Japanese for theconsummatjoD of a treaty pi 
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peace and friendship. The K >rean commissioner replied tUal 
from the very earliest times japan luid blIwhvs addressed 
Korea in respectful Language but that now she had arrogated lo 
herjwelf the title uf Great Japan and called her mlee the 
Great Emperor. This seemed to imply the village of 
Korea, an entirely new role for her to play* The Japanese re¬ 
plied that the mere assumption of Lite name of empire on the 
part of Japan implied nothing as to the status o i K>rea one 
way nr the other. This seemed to satisfy the Koreans, 

The Japanese thao asked why they had been fired upon 
at Vfcng-jmig L The answer was that iht Japanese were dress¬ 
ed in European clothes and were therefore mistaken tor 
Europeans* But when the Japanese asked why the Koreans 
had not recognized the Japanese flag* especially cilice the 
Japanese government had been careful to tend copies of their 
flag to Korea and ask that one be sen! to each of the prefect- 
tires throughout the land, the Korean commissioners coni'I 
find nothing to $ay and had to confer that they had been 
in error. 

All these things were duly reported to the authorities in 
Seoul where daily councils were being held to discuss the im¬ 
portant questions. The ex-Hegciit sent an urgent appeal to 
the ministers not to make 4 treaty h but the tide had turned, 
and after some sharp discussion ns lo how the two govern¬ 
ments should be designated in theireaty it was finally ratified 
on Febuary 2jth 1876. and Korea was a hermit no longer. 
Three months later a semi official envoy was sent to Japan in 
the person of Kim Keui su 

Meanwhile the closing days of 1S75 had beheld a curious 
event ill Seoul, In the dead of night the house of Vi Cli'oc- 
eung, the Prime Minister and the brother of the ex-Regent, 
was set on lire bv an unknown hand and burned to the ground. 
None of the iuntaUs were Injured. The culprit was seised 
and ti 11 der torture confessed that one Sin Ch P iU-g> im bad hired 
him to do the work. Si is was therefore seized and put to 
death us b traitor. Whether hr was indeed guilty and if so 
whether he was hut an agent in the business are questions 
that have never been answered. 

It was not until the sixth moon of 1S79 that, in pur¬ 
suance o i the new treaty, a Japanese Minister, Hanabtiss, 
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wa> *ent to represent his govern Diem xtS-ouL We will re¬ 
member jlnU he had already served his government mic- 
ci.^ftillv »t the Korean capital m a private capacity The 
new legation wp- situated at the Ch on Yun-jCng near the 
lotus pond outside the West Gate* At almost the very same 
tin e two French priests arrived in Seoul and took tip their 
quarters outside this same gate and began to proselyte. 
They were forthwith sriaed hy the authorities, and were for 
some time i it imminent danger Tbert- was ho wet ^r a strong 
feeling in the government that this was inconsistent with the 
tiew role that (t had elected to play and that it was distinctly 
dangerous* A halt was called and the Japanese Minister took 
iid vantage of it to inform the authorities that he had received 
a message from tine French Minister in Tokvo asking him to 
u*e his good offices in behalf of these endangered men. 
The Minister added his own advice that the Korean 
government should hand over the imprisoned men at once. 
This was done and the Japanese Minister forwarded {them 
to Japan. 

One year later, in the summer of 1S&0, Kim ffoug jip* 
a man of progressive tendencies* went to Japan, Soon utter 
arriving theft he met a Chinaman who seems to have made 
a Mroug impression on him. This Chinaman had many talks 
with him and gave him a long manuscript dealing with the 
subject of Korea's foreign relations, which he asked should 
be transmitted to the king of Koren T In it he advised the 
cementing of friendship with the United States, China and 
Japan* but be spoke disparagingly of Russia, It mentioned 
Protestant Christianity as being the basis qf Western great¬ 
ness and advised that ils propagation be encouraged. It com¬ 
pared the division of Christianity into Roman Catholic and 
Protestant to the division of Confucianism into the two sects 
Chu-ja and Ytik-saug-sati. When Kim Huug-jip brought 
thif 1 manuscript and placed it in the bauds of theking ic creat¬ 
ed * profound sensation, and awakened the bitterest opposi¬ 
tion, Many advised that he be killed as an introducer of 
Christianity, The most violent of all were Yi Man-son, 
Hong Chflhhak and Ffik Nak-kwan who memorialised Ibe 
ih rone urging the execution of Kim and the overthrow of all 
Christian work in the peninsula. This met with the severest 
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censure from the king, not because it was in itself seditious 
but bra Use tit was an attempt to reiiistuTv the policy of the 
Regency. Yi Man-son was banished. Hong Cbflh.iL was ex¬ 
ecuted mid Pt*k N^k-kwait was imprisoned. This ptit an 
end to an It Christian talk for the time being and it was 
never again seriously sailed. 

By ihe fourth moon of 1&81 the progressive tendencies nf 
the new regime had made such headway that the king deter¬ 
mined to Mrn -1 a commission to Japan to look about and bee 
something o! the world* from which Korea had been so care¬ 
fully secluded, For Ibis purpose Hi* Majesty selected Cho 
ChtiM Yflfig* Pak Clhmg yang, Sim Sang hak, Cho Pririig jik. 
Min Choug-iimk. OYn« juug, OfB Se-yiiiig, Kang Mmi-hydug* 
Hong Yfing aik M Yi Wlta-whe, and Yi Punrg-rtii. These men 
immediately took passage for Japan, Al the same time a 
party of young men was sent to Tientsin under the chaperon- 
age of Kim Yvtn-sik on a similar ernmd. 

Late in this year* iHSt, four of the adherents of the ex- 
Regent conspired to overthrow the government, dethrone the 
king and put in his place Yi Chfl-sun. a son of the ex-Regent 
by a concubine. The ex-Regent was then to be brought 
back to power. The last day of thr eighth moots iva^ set for 
the consummation of this plot. But on the day before* Nam- 
Mviing sun and Yi Phidgu* divulged the whole scheme to 
the favorite Mm T ft-ho* and as a result the four arch-con- 
spiiators were seized on the morning of the day set for the 
culmination of the plot and within a few days eleven Others 
were taken. In the eleventh moon they were alt beheaded* 
and at the same time Yi ChS-sQn was given poison and expired. 

By this time □ real liberal party had begun to form. Its 
leading Spirits were Kim Qk*kyuxi* Rak Ving-hyo* So Kwang- 
boni p Hong Yung sik, Yi To) A, Sin Rsm-suii and Pak Yftag- 
kyu> These were all men of very high family and held im¬ 
portant positions under the government They were in favor 
of the immediate opening of Korea to intercourse with foreign 
powers and the establishment of reforms such as had been ef¬ 
fected m japan. The king was largely influenced by the pro* 
gre^sivij policy mapped ouL by tb4St men and an era of rapid 
idvanccment seemed to dawning- A special department 
wa? established called theKi-inuor Machinery Burcnti which 
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wus to take charge of the introduction of foreign machinery 
mid implements of all kinds. 

It is important to note the position of the Mlti Faction at 
this point. U was wilts the downfall of the Regent that, 
through the queers influ-rsiec, the Mill faction sprang to life. 
With the utmost celerity all government positions were filled 
wtlh them or their sympathisers and it seemed sure that they 
would have a long lease of official life. The extreme opposi¬ 
tion of the Regent to all reforms and to the opening of the 
country to foreign intercourse naturally inclined his rivals in 
Ilia! very direction and it was directly through the Min fac¬ 
tion that the policy of ntin-seciusipti was inaugurated. The 
queen likewise was in favor of opening up the country to the 
civilizing influences of the West, But with the Mm faction, 
ns a whole, the question of national policy were entirely 
seeoiidarv to the one main idea of preserving ihe ascendency 
which they had gained. Here is the key to all that followed* 
The Mins were not at that time facing China-ward and they 
never would have been had it not become necessary in order 
to preserve the enviable position triey occupied. As we have 
sceu r a u timber uf high officials who had imbibed something 
of the spirit of rHurtu which had permeated Japan were fill¬ 
ing the ear of Ihe king and queen with plans for reform* 
They were meeting with a favorable hearing and in propor¬ 
tion as they succeeded, the power of the Mins must Wiiie; not 
because the latter disliked the idea id opening up Korea but 
because it was another faction that had the work in hand* and 
that faction would naturally attain more and more power at 
conrl as success crowned their efforts. Ii was just here that 
the difficulty began, li the libera) leaders had been willing 
to put the working nut of the plau into the hands of the Mill 
faction all might have gone dong smoothly and Korea might 
have realised some of the hopes of the would-be reformers. 
But M$ch self-abnegation could scarcely be expected from men 
who saw- in the carrying out of their brilliant Scheme not only 
rewards for themselves but the advancement of the country 
The personal element was present in full force and this was 
Ihe rock on which the reformation of Korea split We may 
believe that il was at this point that the Min faction deter¬ 
mined its policy, a policy that led it straight into She arras of 
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China. From ibis point it became not the progressive party 
but the conservative party. Its leading merninrirs wvre Min 
TM-bo F Min Vftng^iunk, Min Tu ho* Han Kyu-jife and Cho 
There was one of the Mins however who field 
with the liberal |iarly> for a time at least. Tins was Min 
Yung-ik* nephew to the queen, ridopted son of Min Seotigdia 
who h id hc_-n kilted by the infernal machine i 1 1&7* That 
this man took Ins stand at first with the liberal* is shown by 
the flier that in the spring of im* he joined Kim Howg-jip* 
Kim Ok-kyim. H mg Ybig-*ik and other liberal headers in 
advising the king tn select 200 young men and engage a Jap¬ 
anese instructor to drill them in military tacltCs. 1 he advice 
was followed, and Lieuteimut Istrtrayachi wa? employed lor 
that purpose. Without delay he began work at the Ha-do- 
gam ut j 3ir the Itusi Gate. At the same time a number of 
young men were ^tiit to Japan to study military matters. 
Among these Tbs most prominent w p as Sfl Chft-p il w ho was lo^ 
timntdy connected with the liberal movement, though at that 
time hr wm too young to take a prominent part. 

The first regularly appointed Minister to Mi Japanese was 
Pnk Ytfugdiyn lhe liberal leader. In the early part of t£#2 
lit departed ott his afiS9-ioa, It was at Chemulpo un board 
til*- little Japanese steamer that the Kor^ti Hag was first 
designed. Puk Yuug-hyo, Kim Ok* by tin* Su Kwang-bom and 
Chfl p'il were nil present when it was hoisted for the first 
time tn honor of the first Minister to Japan. 

While the two Imnderd men who were being drilled at 
the iTa-do-gain were being plentifully f^d and clothed by the 
government, £111-3.700 troops, called the HuE lyun lo-gnm, 
the former Royal Girard* were being badly needed. Their 
pay two or three nmaths in Jirrearsaud for a similar ■period 
they bad not received 1 grain of net l hty were natumily 
incensed and there were angry muttering* against the twn 
hundred men who were being 1 rented so much belter than 
they. When the king was made aware of this he ordered 
that a month** allowance of rice be given out to these discon¬ 
tented Troup*. This work was put Into the hands of Min 
Kyiim-ho the overseer of the government finances* and he tu 
turn handed flic matter over to lbs major doiuu who* it appears* 
^old the good rice and with the proceed* bought a large fpion- 
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tity of poorest t| entity which he raided with sand -ind 

doled out to the hungry troops. The result may 1 c imagine!. 
Thcy cotjfjregmtfcd in various pkcrs and rieWtimued ihui since 
they must die in any event they would rather die fight nig 
thnn starving* Thee strengthened The feeble-hearted among 
13iei r mvs l niittiber by 1 brea\s oP dit 'd h in case au v proved Un■ 
faithful and refused to assist its the work in build On the 
night *f the ninth of the sixth moon, in the midal of heavily 
falling rain* they rj/ rr/itstr and proceeded to their gen- 

eral-s house, where they announced that they were going to 
take revenge on those who hid wronged them. That they 
not only did not attack him but that they tvrli had the eemr- 
tesy to go and tell him whnl they were about to do 
dearly tli.it he was tq no wise to blauir for the ilt-tieatmcnt 
they had received. They also sent a messenger tn the eje- 
Regentp but the purport of the message is nut known They 
then hastened to the residence of Min Ktuni-ho, blithe had 
heard of the trouble and hud fled to the royal presence h*r pro¬ 
tection, The infuriated soldiery vented their rage on the 
property by tearing ttmvn the house and destroying the iurm- 
Uire. They Seized the dishonest major-dome* and heat him to 
death upon the spot The sigh! of this ar-msed nil tluh worst 
instincts and. separai iag into binds of two "i tlirc^ hundred,, 
thrv hastened to did -rein parts of the Mwn to complete what 
had been begun. Some r:i ti to the prisons nud liberated the 
inmates who naturally joined the rauks of the rioters- Owe of 
these prisoners wns pffi-fcc Nnk kivau who h a*l memorialised tl^e 
throne in favor of the ex Regent. They took him on their 
shoulders and ru-h-d through the sirred shout mg "Pftk 
Chung-sin** or the pfltriot* M For this* a few months 

later he was tons to pieces bv bullocks on t side the West Gate. 
Part of the mob went to the I lit do gam. but on their approach 
Ou- Japanese military instructor look to his bed* nod ni*de 
for the Japanese Lection, Hm he was overtaken and cut 
down in ihe ^irtets, Another detachment hastened to The 
Japanese Legation itself but found the gates shut and barred. 
Within u'erc nine Japanese, In orefrr to make it light enough 
to carry on their dastardly work the a*i;mhhig mob threw 
firebrands over the wall and lino iH unlimited the pi ice, for 
it was night. The Little company'of Japanese soon became 
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aware that they could riot hope to stand - s siege and that their 
only hope lay in n bold d;ish. Suddenly the fpUes flevv open 
and the nine determined tutu rushed out brandishing tbtif 
^var 4 s and bring their revolvers straight into the crowd. The 
Koreans were taken wbollv by surprise aud beat o hasty re¬ 
treat, In thtrir headlong flight nnuy of them fell into the 
lotus pond adjoining, As the Japanese hurried along to the 
governor s yamen which was not far awiy, they cut down a 
few of tb* mob They found that the governor had gone to 
thir palace and so they turned their faces toward Chemulpo 
and hastened away. Another party of the insurgents went 
outside the city to various monasteries which they burned to 
the ground. The most important of these was the Shi-heung 
Monastery outside the Northeast Gate. This move was dic¬ 
tated by bate nf the Min faction whose palroimss was known 
tu \m very well affected toward Buddhism a mi to have made 
friends with the monks 

Other parties scattered over the city carrying the torch to 
the door of every tneinbsr of the Min faction. The houses 
ot Min Kydui bo p Min T'fl-ho. Miu Yutig-ik, \lm Yung-so, 
Min Yflng juu Min Yflug-ju Min Ch^aug-sik, Prince Htrnig- 
in* Kim Po^hyfisi add Yim Chfi duk were torn down by the use 
os' long ropes. The furniture was piled iti a great heap in the 
street and burned. The only member of the Mid clan how¬ 
ever that wift seized that night waft Min Ch aug-sik who lived 
dl Kon daug-ktd. He had the unenviable reputation of having 
taken large Mims of money from the people by indirection 
When he was seized he cried ik I am nut a Mm; itiy name is 
F^k. " They bound him and carried him through the street- 
shouting "Is this a Miu or a Pfilc?" The populace ans wered 
fiercely ‘ He is a Min/' So th^y =ook him down to the hi# 
bell and M ibhed him tn n hundred places with their swords 
and cut his muiUh from ear to ear 

When the morning oi the tenth broker Seoul was in a tef^ 
rlble condition. Bands at frenzied soldiery were ranging 
through the streets. The people either huddled about their 
fireplaces with barred doors or vise sought safely in flight 
from the city. At In^t the mob rtud«VOU«d in front of the 
palace gate and finding no opposition They baldly entered. 
Rushing 111 to the inner court of the kings private a pari cue nt> 
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thev found tfkeuiM:1v<9 lace to face with His Majesty About him 
stood a it a- of the official*; who had not fled the city There 
w*r- Min Kyfimdio, Kim Fo hyfiri. CboRytiog-ha iind Pnora 
H nt^ in. Kis-fatng forward the soldiers struck their swords 
against the floor and the dmu posts and demanded that these 
men he handed over to them. It was quite evident ihut there 
was no escape and thud by refusal they would only endanger 
the king's life So these men made obeisance to His M ijesiy 
Hi id th Eit stepped down into the hand.*- of the soldiers. Min 
Kvilcn-ho and Kim Pu-hy&o were itiManlly struck down and 
hacked in pieces before the very eyes of the king, Of Kitu 
mi thing remained bnl the trunk of his body. Chn Hyung-ha 
was snared bet Prince LJcting-iis died the same day fur he 
mashed in a jelly by the gun-stocks of the soldiers. 

This done ibe soldiers dettmuded the person oi the queen. 
The king sternly demanded bow they dared ;tsk nr him the 
person of his Queen. Without answering they inched aony 
lo her private apartment*. Seizing palace women by the 
hair they dray^ed them a bout demanding where Lheir mistress 
wa*. Bm while this was gciittg on one of the palace guard 
nntneiJ Hong Chi belli enu red the Queen's presence and said 
That she was in danger and ihot her only hope us escape lay 
in getting on hi*? back anrl being carried out. Tbi: 1 she in¬ 
stantly did. A skirt was hastily thrown Over her head and 
the heroic man took her straight out through the midst 
nt the infuriated soldiery. Some of them seized bold of him 
and demanded whom he was carrying. He repiled that it 
was o he of ilie palace women* his lister, whom he was con¬ 
veying to a place of safely Hi* heroism was rewarded by 
seeing her Mifely oMsidc the place and comfortably housed 
hi ihe residence of Ynn T'fl juu to the west of the palace. 
The nettt day she was taken in a closed chair toward the vil¬ 
lage of Chdtig-wfin in thedintriclofClfiiiig jti in Ch ung ch'&ng 
Province, where she arrived several days Liter, hi that 
place she found refuge in the house of Min Eiwg-sik. This 
journey was mide not along th : m tin ryici byt along by-paths 
among the mountains and it is sard that H mg Cha-hcui lost 
several of his Iocs as -i result of this terrible march, for shoe* 
could not be procured. 

But we must return lo the palace. Tile ex Rtgent ap- 
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pearcd un ihtr scene while Ha* wild ers were still raging 
through tlic palace in search of tlie- Queen. ITe gave the 
signal to-stop, and instantly the soldiers ulx-ved and quietly 
left the palace. That these soldiers, worked up «* tliey were 
to a perfect frenzy, should have obeyed the commands of the 
Prince Tat-wun so instantly and implicitly would hcki to 
argue a closer connection with this outbreak Lhiin any overt 
act on his part would give ns vi arrant to affirm. 

The ex-Rvgent was now in power again. He supposed 
that the Queen hid been killed, and on the next day be 
summoned the officials and s;itcl that Though the Queen was 
dead yet her body had not been found ; they must therefore 
take some of her clothing and perform lh^ funeral rites with 
them instead. The proclamation went forth, and from the 
middle of the sixth moon the people went into monruing for 
their Queen. 


Chapter XVL 
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A few days after the Flight of the Queen a minor was 
circulated io the effect that a large body of men belonging to 
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ihv ptddlar ? gn:JH had cong legated outside the Gate 

and were about to enter and loot the city A panic seized 
tile people, and im-n, women and children might be seen fly¬ 
ing in all directions, some out into the neighboring country 
anti some up the steep sides of the surrounding mountains. 
The gate* b-ing nil Sucked the people forced the South Gate 
and the two West gates and fhus made good their escape* 
The kiug fiiniM-if was affected by the rumor and leaving the 
palace nought safety at the house of Vi Che-wan, Btit the 
panic cessed as quickly as it had bigUn H and within three 
houis the people were returning to their homes again. The 
extreme haste with which the people tried to get away 
is illustrated in the case o i one old man who seized his 
little grand son* as he supposed by the hand, and fled up a 
mountain hut found to his dismay that he had taken the boy 
by th: leg rather th in by the hand and that the little fellow 
had succumbed to I his harsh treatment. 

On the fifth of the seventh moon Count; Inouye arrived 
in Chemulpo as Japanese envoy and immediately stmt ivord 
to have a high Korean official sent to Chemulpo to discuss the 
situation Kim Hong-] ip was ^d!, and as a result the Korean 
government was asked to pay an indemnity for the lives of 
the J apanese w ho had bee n k i 11 ed. 11 appea rs tha l bes id es 
th:- Japanese military instructor five or six other* had becti 
killed, also n considerable amount of Japanese money had 
been seized and destroyed at the Japanese lieadqHurler*, 
The indemnity was placed at a million cash apiece tor the 
Japanese who had fallen. This amomited to something like 
52*500 each* a ridiculously small ^um, but perhaps all the 
Japanese thought they eouEd get The ex-Regent replied 
that if the Japanese demanded this indemnity the Korean 
government would feel obliged to levy a tax upon all Japan¬ 
ese merchant* doing business iii Korea. This was practically 
a refusal to pay the indemnity and the envoy took his de¬ 
parture. 

Hardly hud he left before a Chinese force 3, coo strong ar¬ 
rived at Natn-y^ng off the town of Su wDn., They w*ere com¬ 
manded by Generals O Chang-gyung^ Wang Suk-ch’aog, Mil 
Kun-sung and by a lesser officer named Wtiii Se-gft who was 
declined to play a leading part frura this time on. These 
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troops came, it can liardlv I* doubled, at (lit request 
tif Hie conservative parlv and it was from this hour that 
lhat faction turned unreservedly towards China and gave the 
latter occasion for beginning a series of encroach dents 
upon Korea's practical independence which ended in !bt 
China-Japan war. These troops encamped all about the 
capital, some ftt Pff*o*gfl outside the V\esl Gate and some >tt 
the Hi do-gam just inside tits Esst Gate. 

Some of the soldier* who had been most active in crest* 
nijj the disturbance lived at Wang-sim-yi three miles outside 
the East Gate. The Chinese made it their first wort to seize 
thefe men bv nigbt. Ten of them were court-marlkled and 
were torn in pieces by bullocks. 

The Chinese general O Jang-gjding was told that the ex¬ 
igent was oi the bottom of the ciaeute, and he sent a letter 
informing the Emperor of this fact. The latter ordered him 
Lu vei/c the person of the offending party and bring him to 
China, The Chinese general thereupon visited the palace 
where the Prince Tai wan was in full control and invited him 
to visit Yong-san on the river, where lie sfeid there "is some¬ 
thing important for him to *ec. Having once gotten him on 
board a Chinese boat there, under pretext of showing hmi 
over it, the anchor was quickly raised and the baffled Prince 
found himself On his way to China. When he arrived at 
Tientsin he wfl3 refused audience with Lt Hung-chang but 
was banished by imperial decree to st place not far from 
Tientsin, where he was well cared for until his return tu 
Korea three years later. 

After this dens tx otacMna had spirited the cx-Regent 
a wav. an official. So Sang-jo, memorialized the throne stating 
that the Queen was sUU alive and ought to be brought back 
to Lhc capital. It is said that Yi Vhngdb covered the space 
belwceu the capital and her place of hiding, sixty-three 
miles, in a single day, carrying the message of recall. A 
Urge retinue of officials and soldiers were sent southward 
and brought the Queen back to Seoul where she arrived on 
the first day of the eighth moon. The people immediately 
doffed their mourning garb. 

Toward the dose of 1 SS 2 a foreign Office was established 
in the capital and Kim Yun-sik was made Minister of Foreign 
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Affairs, He invited P. G. von Mollendorf. a member of the 
customs staff of Chinn h to act as adviser, and the Chinese 
generals Wang Stifc^ch’ang and Ma Kun ^aiig were made at¬ 
taches of llie new department. 

The ycat 181*3 witnessed more advance in Korea than 
any year before or since. In May Gen Foote, the first United 
States Minister* arrived and on the nineteenth of that month 
the treaty which had been drawn up at Chemulpo between 
Commodore Shnfeldt and the Korean Commissioners was rati¬ 
fied. After this was done Gen. Foote ltd t Korea to make 
preparations fur the establishment of 4 legation in Seoul. 

Kirn Ole kyun, one of the leading members of the pro¬ 
gressive party was made "Whale Catching Commissioner* 1 
and departed for Japan to fit out an expedition to carry on 
this lucrative government monopoly along thr Korean coast, 
He was selected for this work because of his intimate ac¬ 
quaintance with the Japanese. It was a move looking to¬ 
ward the development of Korea's resources and was there¬ 
fore in direct I in: with the wishes and plans of the progres¬ 
sion ist£, At all jut the same Unit a powder-mill was builiotii- 
side the Northwest Gate, and a foreign mint was erected in¬ 
side the Little West Gate, This was done \i Tlh the aid of 
Japanese experts at a great and, as it proved, useless ex¬ 
pense to the government An office was founded for the 
printing and d^svminatIon of useful literature oti the subjects 
of agriculture, forestry, stock-raising and the like. The 
ports oi Chemulpo and Wunsau were opened to foreign Lrade 
according to ihc stipulation of the Japanese mid American 
treaties. In contrast Lo the progressive moves vve find That 
eight men wlm were suspected of complicacy with the ex- 
Regent in the etncnte of the preceding year were executed by 
poison. Of like character was the building of the Kuau- 
wang temple, devoted to the interests of sorceresses and 
exorcists who enjoyed the patronage of the yueetl. 

lu the summer of Min Yyng-ik was made special 

envoy to the United Slates, Hib second was Hong Yung- 
stk. Among hi* suite were Su Kwang-bom* Pak tin and 
othefSp all of whom were members of flie progressive p^rty 
or at least well affected toward it. This same summer the 
king founded the American harm some ten miles cast of 
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S^onl rand stocked it with foreign seed's and cattic h with the 
idea of providing Korean farmers with u sort of object-lesson 
in farming, and to provide seeds for distribution among (her 
people. Tins United States Department of Agriculture sent 
:i targe stock of seeds by the hand of the special embassy of 
which Min Yung-ik formed the head. 

Late ill the autumn the German represented re arrived 
and concluded a treatv on behalf of his government. A 
month later a Ireatv was ratified with Great Britain and a 
Consulate General was founded in dentil. 

With the opening of 18H4 the state of affairs m the pen¬ 
insula was something as follows. The progressive and con¬ 
servative elements in the government were dearly different¬ 
iated, The innovations effected by the progressives had 
raised in them the hope of being able to speedily reorganize 
the government on a foreign habis. and the degree oi their 
success marked the increasing suspicion and oppositon 01 the 
conservative element, The latter were strengthened m 
thdr position by the presence and active support of the 
Chinese generals and troops, and the influence of the foreign 
-idviser von Molkndurf was always on the side of Chinese in¬ 
terests* The ex Regent was for the time being out of the 
war and a great stumbling-block to the Min faction was thus 
removed. The king and queen were both favorably inclined 
Inward a progressive policy but the latter was gradually be¬ 
ing drawn buck into line with the cunse! vat ive element of 
which the Mtn family was the leading representative. Min 
Yong-tk was still true to his better instincts and was an 
ardent supporter of the progressionist view's but his return 
from America was the sign for a vigorous attack Upon his en¬ 
lightened views hy the members of his family and he was be¬ 
ing rapidly alien HUd frnni the parly whose interest he had 
tentatively espoused. It was odt t however, till later in Hie 
\ ear that he broke away entirely from the progressive follow¬ 
ing. 

The spring of 1&S4 saw the arrival of Ensign Geo. C* 
Faulk ns naval attache of the American Legation. He rapid¬ 
ly became acquainted with the leading officials and it was 
through his advice and aid that several reformatory measure* 
were promulgated* In the sixth inoou the influence of the 
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progressive party secured the position of Mayor of Seoul for 
Pnk Yflng hyo F one of the most ardent of the reform party. 
omJ he immediately set to work at sanitary reform* and 
municipal improvements. He began by tearing down, houses 
That had encroached 13|K»u the main road between the Ejsi mid 
the West Gates. He had not proceeded ta r in this good work 
before hr was blocked bv the influence of the opposing faction. 
His next move was in the direction of dress reform and he 
succeed in putting through n law prohibiting the use of t3jn 
tong sleeves* long hamstrings and Song girdle strings. In 

these efforts he was seconded ro a certain i-RicuL bv Mtu 

Yhng-ik, hut at thi.s point uriiritmcs thu hitteTs active in- 
t er Vs t in re fo mi s. and I rum ll! io ut tin- Ml u i. 1 1 e prog f ess i v c 
leaders began to lo k upon hitu a traitot to their cause, 
Here again personal interest cnine to injure a cause which* 
while good in itself* was discredited by the means used to cf- 
feci its cad*. One sign of advance was tLc establishment of a 
hcln^jJ for the It lining of interprelers in hngEish, under the 
charge nf a couj peter. 1 , foreign instructor 

In the autumn of this year i **4 twelve id the young 
men wfan- find been sent lo Japan to studv military tactics re¬ 
turned to SjcciiI, among them b^iug Sfi Cha p il. known itt later 
years as Dr, Philip JriUohn, who though sitll n youth of about 
twenty years began lo take an active pari m the plans of the 
liberal or progressive party. By this time Min Yung ik Hod 
practically taken his stand with (he con set vattves, and !h it* 
tended its no small measure ro draw a way from the progn-s 
sives Eh- sympathy and support of the tpieml. It wa* Wenm 
iug evident that sh-.- Iiopcb of the litvtats went tu l>e dashed 
tii she ground Yuan the Ghint-se commissioner. was staying 
at the hnrmcks iu front of The palace and wfis active in the 
interests of bb own goi fcritiutiii, which mtuni that hr urged 

on the conservative party in their uppo^iiou 10 reforms ll 
c.m h.iI'dtj 1 bd wondered ut then Shut the progressive looked 
1 no re ri 111] in r j r u to the J a pa 11 esc i 1 o in w h o m i t h ey 1 md i mbit it d 
their ideas of progress Japan had recognized the iudepeudetice 
of Koren mid this nalnrullv curried ulib it 1 dcsit,- M. Kw a 
progress along the Mime Hues that had raised Japan nutof tlu; 
rm nr ceiilitrit> u- the mure : ;Utsfliclory plane of enlightened 
gwermpcpt. 


AlOEUEKN KnimA, 


ns 


How to stem the tide that had set so strongly against 
them was a diSicuR problem for the progressionist leaders to 
solve. From rime immemorial the method of effecting changer* 
its the Korea government hnd been to make an uprising, 
secure the person o 1 the king mid banish or exdtte the lead* 
ers of the opposition. It must be remembered that at licit 
time, so far as the imiss of the p^aplt was concerned,, the pro¬ 
gressive party had little nr no hacking, On the other hand 
tlie conservatives had the wr of the king :ntd were kicked by 
a Chinese army. ti was evidently necessary to secure mili¬ 
tary lacking and for this Japan alone was available But it 
was maniR^tlv Impossible for japan to come in and attempt 
to tiTeci the change. It must be at the request of the Korean 
goverumt-nt, or at least of the king. It svetiied that the only 
thing to do was to hasten a crisis, obtain possession of the 
person of the king and then sec to il that Japan be invited to 
loan troops to preserve the tiew status. 

Instead of waiting patiently and suffering temporary de¬ 
feat with the hope of ultimate success* the progressive leaders 
determined to have recourse to the old metho I, und in so do- 
ing they made a fatal blunder. Even had they been strewn 
In! the means they employed would have fatally discredited 
them in the eyes of all enlightened people. 

It is generally accepted as true that the progressive lead¬ 
ers had a distinct understanding with the Japanese, A Jap* 
ane*e man-of-war was on the way lo Chemulpo mid was ex¬ 
pected to arrive on the fifth or sixth of December and the 
uprising was set for the seventh of that mouth* The leaders 
in this movement had not been able to keep it entirely a se¬ 
cret* for same of them talked about it in a very excited man¬ 
lier of the Naval Attache of the American Legation audit 
came to the ears of the British Consul-general, who* meeting 
Vrm T fc *-juii on December fourth* asked him if he had heard 
that there was trouble in the nir Thut geulleniiui who was 
himself n strong cons ervative ind a close friend of Min T fl- 
ho, hastened to the house of the latter and I carted what he 
had heard. Min advised him to hasten to the house of one of 
the relatives of one of the progressionist and sceurt informa¬ 
tion if possible. He did so, and there happened to meet one 
of the leader* of the progressive party und iuLiitiutad to him 
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" liiil he kind heard that trouble was brewing* This man denied 
all knowledge of any such plan bill the minute his caller had 
gone he hastened to the other progressionist leaders and told 
them that was lost unless instant action were taken. News 
had jnvt arrived that the Japanese gun-boat tliftl was expect¬ 
ed at Chemulpo had broken down ami could not corns. There 
were only a few hundred Japanese troops in Seoul at the 
time* But It seemed to these men that it wonlti be better to 
risk the whole venture on a single cast than to wait; passivety 
and see the destruction of all their hopes and plans. The 
seventh of December was the appointed day but ns ibis was a 
matter of kill or be killed it was decided tu proceed at once io 
business. Hruig Yiing-sik had been made Post-master Gen¬ 
eral and on this very night he was to give a banquet at the 
new post-office which was situated its that part of sh-cUy 
called Kyo-dung. It was decided to start the ball rolling at 
this point. The evening came and ihe guests assembled to 
the dinner. They were the Chinese SeadeTa Yuan, Chm and 
Waiigt United States Minister Foote and his secretary Mr. 
Scudder, the British Consul -general Aston, the Foreign Of¬ 
fice Adviser von Mollendsn, the Koreans Hoag Yung Mk. 
Kini Gk-kyiin, Mhi Yung ik, Pak Yui'g-lm, Sii Kwang-Uuu. 
Kim Hung-jip. Han Kyn-jik, Pak Chong- yang, O Yun-]img 
and a few others. The Japanese Minister had excused 'Him¬ 
self on the plea of ill-health. Il was noticed that Kini Ok- 
kvmi rose and left the table several limes and went out bilo 
the crnirt-yard but no special significance was alt idled to 
this. The dinner began at an early hour, not far from six 
□‘clock, and about seven o'clock an alarm of fire was sound* 
*d. A house immediately in front oi the Post Office was m 
flinie< Min Yfing-ik, being * n * nf the officinSs whose duly it 
was to super in tend the exiiiigimhing of conflagrations, rose 
from the table and hastened out, calling to his servants to 
follow. As he passed out of the inner gate* a mas dressed in 
Japanese clothes leaped out of the shadow of the gate-way and 
struck at him savagely with a sword* wounding him severely 
m the head and in other parts of the body- He fell heavily 
to the ground and in the confusion that ensued the would -lie 
assasMlt uinde good his escape. Von Mollcmiorf was not far 
beltind f and seeing what had happened ke hastened forward. 
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lilted the wounded man in his arms ami carried him hack 
into the dining-room. The Koreans who were prcteiil fled 
precipitately making their exit not by the door but by way of 
the back wall. 

The wounded man was conveyed to the residence of von 
MoUeudorf which was in the vicinity, where Dr. H, N. Alien 
of the American Presbyterian Mission was soon in attend- 
mice. 

The die bud now been cast and ibei# wa* no retreat. 
The leaders «f the conspiracy, iCim Gk-kyun, rifl K^ang bunij 
Pal: Yung-byo, Hong Yung-sik and SdChfl-p il, had^ened im- 
rnedi[*tely to the palace k nown lq ns as 1 h t Old Pnlate 
where the king had resided ^tuce the insurrection of * Sdi. 
Entering tlie roynl presence they announced that the Chinese 
were coining to take possession of the king's person and That 
he most hasten to a place of safety, The king did not beii^vc 
this report but as they insisted he had no recourse bui to sob- 
mit. The little company hastened along und^r the west wall 
uf the palace uutil they came to a smalt gate leading nio 
Kvnng-u Palace which ad joins the "Old Palace' on the west. 
As they proceeded Kim Ok-hyun asked the king to send to 
the Japanese Minister asking for a body-guard, but h; refused. 
Thereupon Sii Kwaug-boro drew out a piece of foreign note- 
paper aud a pencil and wrote in Chinese the words “Let 
the Japanese Minister come and give me bis help." This 
was immediately despatched by a servant. That it was a 
mere mutter of form was evident when the little company 
passed into the Kvong-n Palace, for there they found the jsp, 
on esc Minister and his interpreter already in attendance and 
with them some two hundred troops drawn up in line. When 
the king appeared they saluted. There were present also the 
twelve t. Indents who hud been in Japan. Word was immed lately 
sent to 5iu Kcui-sOn, Pak YAng-byo and G \ uu-jung to come 
and receive office under the reconstructed government, With¬ 
in half in hour they were til attendance, excepting G Yun‘ 
juug who happened to be away in the country at the tune 

Very early in the morning a royal messenger was sent 
with the mymtg p'a or "summoning tablel" to the houses of 
Min T'fl-ho, Min Yung.mob and Cho Ryting-ha, ordering 
111tiu to appear at once before the king. They complied and 
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hastened to the palace but nn smntr hud they entered the 
pa face gate than they were seized and cut down in cold 
blood Then the summos waft sent to Han Kyu-jifc t ^i Cht>* 
yuit and Vun juti. They loo were assassinated as soon as 
they entered the palace. A eunuch named Yu Cha hyOn was 
also put to death. It is Useless to aslc by whose Hand these 
men (ell. Whomever wielded the brutal sword, the leaders 
the ^called progressive party were wholly responsible, The 
twelve youug men who had returned from Japan were all fully 
armed Mid it is more than probable that they took au active 
part in ike bloody work. Not only was not the kiwi* consult¬ 
ed in regard to these murders but in the case of the cuuildi it 
was done iti spite of his entreaties .and remonstrances. 

These seven men who thus went to their doom were not 
entirely unconscious d w hat awaited them. When Clio Ryilng- 
ha received the summons the inmates of his house pleaded 
with him not to go. but as it was the king's summons he 
would not disobey even though he knew it meant death- 

Just at daylight the Ling was removed to the house of 
his cousin Yi Chfl-wfii), escorted hy the Japanese soldiers who 
surrounded him four deep, Kim Ok kyuti gave passe* to 
those who were to be allowed io go in and out and only such 
had access to the premises. Alter remaining there sume three 
hours the whole corn patty returned L* the k 'Old Palace/' lu 
the reconstructed government Y iCb£ -vim and Bnng Y ung- 
sik were made Prime Ministers* Pak Yung hyo was niiide 
Ctiiertil-in chief. Su Kwang-bom was made Minister of Fm> 
eigu Affair*, Kim Ok-kyuu Minister of Finance and StS Chi- 
pbl Lieutenant■ gen end. The rest of the young men who had 
studied in japan were also given official position 

Before Yum Ta juti, Yt Cho vUm and Hati Kyu-jik went 
to the pa kite and met their fatetheyseut word to Y nan warning 
him of the state of affairs and asking help, but he made oo 
immediate move. As the morning broke thousands of Koreans 
came to Liui and said that the Japanese held the king a 
prisoner in the palace and begged him to interfere, \ usn re¬ 
plied by sending a messenger to the Japanese Minister demand¬ 
ing why hit had surrounded the king with soldiers and had 
killed the ministers, and demanding that he immediately 
evacuate the place. Three hours passed and still uu answer 
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came; and at last Yuan and the two other Clii«K.c leader* 
look h strong bodv of Chinese Troops and several hundred 
Korean troops -nvJ proceeded tt> the palace. Entering by way 
of the Suit- in (.late and passing through the Ch'aug-kyfing 
Palace They approached the Fo foiig Gate which gave en* 
trance to the "Old palace," hut they found it strongly guarded 
by Jap; muse. Here a sharp encounter toot place which lasted 
: 1 1a hour, beginning about three o'clock in the afternoon. 
Ahuui ten each of the Chinese, Japanese and Koreans fell in 
this ns- .nU. As the darkness came on the Japanese began to 
full I nick mid taking the king and the newly appointed minis¬ 
ters Tlie* made tlu-ir way to ihecxtrenie northeasterly imrtinil 
of the palace grounds, not far from the Hong-wha Gate, The 
ro>al party took refuge in a summer house there and the Jap¬ 
anese stationed themselves behind trees and guarded the 
place, keeping up a lively fusillade with the Chinese who had 
followed them. Meanwhile the Crown Prince, the <*hieen and 
the king s foster-mother had escaped m small closed chairs 
out the Sun-in Gate and hail found refuge in the house of Y! 
Pom-jin in the village af No-w^n, twenty ii outside the East 
Gate, 

The chances of success for the Japanese were becoming 
smaller and smaller nod the king was anxiously looking for 
an opportunity of escaping from them aud making hb way to 
the Chinese side. At last, taking advantage of the extreme 
disorder that prevailed, he made his way to the Puk-cb3tsg 
Gate at the extreme northeastern part of the palace enclosure- 
Outside there was a crowd at Korean soldiers who wished to 
gaio entrance and rescue the king from his captors. When 
the latter made his presence known inside the gate these 
soldiers effected at. entrance and lifting His Majesty on their 
shoulders carried him ill triumph to the North Temple just 
inside the Northeast Gate. Seeing that all hope of immediate 
success was gone, Pak Vaug-hyo. Kim Ok-tyun, Sfl Kwnug- 
bom Si Chrt-p il find a part of the company of military students 
accompanied the Japanese troops out the front gate of the 
palace to the Japanese Legation which was then situated in 
tCyo-dong- This was accomplished in the midst of great ex¬ 
citement. 

Meanwhile Hong Yfiug-sjt, Pak Yhug-kyo. Sin Keui-sBn 
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and seven of the military student* had followed the fortunes of 
the king- Bui no sooner did the party arrive at the North 
Temple than the people fell upon Hong Ydng-sik and Pak 
Yftng-kyo and hacked them to pieces before the king's eyes. 
Hong YBng-sik attempted to hide its a closet behind His 
Majesty but the latter indicated by a nod of the head that he 
was concealed there and the people dragged him ont and dis¬ 
patched him on \ht spot The seven students tried to effect 
their escape but were pursued and k ill ed* one below Cbong-uo, 
and another at Yan-inot kob 

No sooner had the morning dawned than the Japanese Min* 
ister formed his little company in a hollow square, placed the 
Korean refugees and the Japanese women and children in the 
center, fired the legation buildings and marched out through 
the city on their way to Chemulpo, shooting ai any Koreans 
whom they happened to see su their way. They found the 
West Gate locked but they soon forced it and hurried away 
to the port. All the Japanese in Seoul did not escape thus, 
for there were a few living in Chin-go-gft. That same day 
the Koreans mobbed them and killed them alb men women and 
children, 

A Japanese merchant vessel happened to be lying at 
Chemulpo and the Minister with all his company boarded her, 
carrying the Koreans with them. The latter were hidden in 
the hold. 

That same day, later in the afteruodn t the king made bis 
way to the Ha-do gam where the Chinese had camped, and 
put himself under their protection Cho PyQng-ho was sent 
to Chemulpo to ask the Japanese Minister not to leave, and to 
effect the arfest of the fugitives. In neither quest was he 
successful. 

An anxious month passed by and at last the Japanese, 
Count Inotiye, came with a guard of 600 troops and took up 
his quarters at the governor's place outside the West Gate- 
Negotiations were at once begun and as a result the Korean 
Government agreed to pay an indemnity of 600,000 yen. Sfl 
Saug-w and P. G, von Mollcudorf were sent as commissioners 
to japan to arrange suitable terms lor the renewal of friendly 
relations* To make good their protestations of regret at 
the killing of defenseless Japanese in Seoul four men who took 
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part in that work were arrested and put to death, At the same 
time Yi Ch'anggytto Su Chi^Oi'ang. Kim Fong-jung and five 
others who had been charged with complicacy in the plot were 
seized and executed. 

On January ninth iS8^ Kim Hung ■ Jip t Special Korean 
Commissioner, signed with Count I non ye a convention regard* 
frig the trouble of the proceeding month, by the terms of 
which the government agreed to apologize to the Japanese 
emperor, to pay an indemnity of i r0,000 yen. to execute the 
murderer of Lieut, Isobay achi. to give a site for a new Lega¬ 
tion and 30.000 yen for Us eotisl ruction and to set aside a site 
For barracks for the Japanese guard* Early in the Spring the 
Japanese Legation was built, being the first foreign building 
in Seoul. 

The year r885 beheld many events of importance. The 
government hospital was founded tinder royal patronage by 
Dr, H. N. Allen of the American Presbyterian Mission. It 
beheld also the arrival of that great vanguard of civilisation 
the Protestant Missionary* Dr. Aden hud arrived in the 
previous year but now the Presbyterian and Methodist 
Churches of America sent a number of representatives into 
Seoul to secure property and begin preparations for the found¬ 
ing of regular evangelistic and educational work. In April 
the Chinese and Japanese signed the celebrated Tientsin Con* 
vent ion by ibe terms of which they both agreed to evacuate 
Korea and not to send troops there Without previously notify 
ing each other. It was the breaking of this convention toy 
China which was one of the immediate causes of the Japan- 
China war. At this same time. England, fearing the occupa¬ 
tion of Port Bauiiltun by Russia* sent a fleet of war vessels 
and occupied the place herself. She was finally induced to 
leave, but only alter China had guaranteed tosecure it against 
occupation by any other power. In October the treaty with 
Russia was signed and a Legation was established in Seoul. 
The €X’Regent was still in China, but the Chinese gov cm- 
meul now deemed it safe to send him back to the peninsula^ 
and Min Chung-muk was sent to act as his escort. 

Since the day when the Regent threw the finances ot the 
country into confusion by the debarment of the currency and 
since the officials had learned how much the people would 
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eudttr* of unjust taxation, in the days when every means was 
adopted to wring from them the funds for Lh? erection of the 
palace* official indirection had been on the rapid increase. 
The people were being imposed upon more and more. All the 
money that dishonest men paid to corrupt officials to purchase 
office had to be drawn from the people later by dishonest 
means. The main qualification of n successful prefect whs 
the ability to judge when he had reached the limit o£ She 
people's endurance. The year \ £85 beheld a serious revolt in 
Yo-ju where the prefect had overstepped the dead dine of the 
peoples" patience. H : was driven out and his or cterk ; 
wes killed. The prefect of Wan-in a Iso escaped death only fay 
flight, while an ajtiu was killed. 

Not the leam important event of 1^85 was the completion 
under Chinesc psil rotiage of the Seoul-Peking telegraph line 
by which Korea was for the first time pm into quick com¬ 
munication with the rest uf the world. At the dictuthm of 
China a cotnoiissioner, Yi CUung-ht was sent north to meet ;i 
Chinese eonimissimier and determine the k \^nt In m injury l>c- 
t wee 11 Korean and Chintz territory along the Tti-man 
Ktver. 

A customs serrice had been begun fay von Uotlcu lurf on 
an independent basis but in July of *£$5 he w.ih dismissed 
from service fc the foreign Office mud two month* later he 
was relieved of work in the Customs because of un warrantable 
schemes into which be had dpiwii that department of the 
government* The whole service warn thereupon put under tlic 
management of Sir Robert Hill the Inspector Gimcr*! uf the 
£hine*e Customs An entirely rrewstaff of mun wnssenl Fiotu 
C hina. H. X. Merrill vva* made Chid Ciiini ^s.Hier and 
Chfijuulpo, Fushu and Wiiusun were put in charge of men 
directly from the Chinese Customs staff. & Tins vv,*s a guaranty * 
4 >F excellent management fatit it proved to Ike the strongest 
lever Chinn had in ihc carrying out her ambitioiisphns in lliv 
peninsula. Before the close of the year Gen. Foote without 
giving specific reasonsmired from ihe United St;sit-i Legation 
and returned to America* Ensign Gen C, Fonlk becoming 
Charge d'Aft-iirc?-. & 

In the early nmnOm of Vi To jit, Sin Kvui-^iiu. Horg 
Chin- yu „ An Chang Miand K>oig SC wang-gnt were banished to 
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distant Islands for complicacy in the plot which led to the 
cxncute of r8£4. 

In February ifie king' by royal edict abolished the hered¬ 
itary train suiissioti of slaved and the n^e of slave Labor by the 
guilds in the work on the palaces, This was 0 measure of 
far-reaching import h.ul it been carried out in full; trot we 
J ind that it had to be re-enacted in 1894. 

The government desired to secure five services of a foreign 
expert n* adviser In the Hutne anr] Foreign Offices and with 
the sanction of Li Hnng-cfimig, lh^ Chinese Viceroy, judge 0 * 
N. Denny. ex-Cohfitibgeneral of P.S, tu Chin i, wascalk-d and 
he arrived in the spring nf 1886 just in time to be present at 
the signing nf the src-Hiy with France* He had fur ^im.- wars 
been on rather intimate terms with the Great Viceroy and it 
Is probable that the latter Impel to n-e the Judge in forward¬ 
ing Chinese Interest in Korea. If *0 he found himself 
grievously mistaken for the United States a*. welt as Japan 
and France, had recognized I he mtiepen deuce of Korea. and 
judge Detin y devoted his energies to the maintenance ns that 
independence. Yuan the Chinese commissior had taken up 
his residence in Seoul and had dubbed Ittniseif "Resident 11 in 
opposition to the Korean claim to independent** The Feting 
government, forgetting or ignoring the fact tint whenever 
Korea had gotten ititu tr-Piible she (China) had always dis- 
avowed responsibility anti hail practically disci mined siizv-t.i* 
silty, now began 10 holster np her claims usd to iv^c every 
means to make good her pretensions* Th: dominant party 
which had ridden into power mi the shoulders of Ih? Chinese 
put no obstacle* in !t| e way arid thus Judge IJerniy found him- 
self blocked in his effurts So better the condition of the 
country. 

It wu n generally understood that the right of Japanese 
and West vets foreigners in reside in Seoul ams bciscri mi ihe 
most favored imtinii clause in the treaties and that If the Chin- 
e?ie removed from Seoul the others could be compelled h> do 
likewise. The Chinese, therefore, hoping, it is said, toseenre 
more exclusive power m the capital by the removal of other 
foreigners began to agitate the question of removing all their 
national* to Yt>tig *an near the river tUret miles from Seoul. 
Fur a time it appeared ns if this might be done but die large 
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vested rights of the Japanese in the capital as well as the in¬ 
terests of others caused a cotiuter agitation which frustrated 
the scheme. 

Geo. C Faulk* Ensign in the U S, Navj'» had long been 
in connection with the Legation in Seoul. Early in rft8| he 
had suggested to the government the advisability of faimdiug 
a school for the instruction of young Koreans in Western lan* 
guages and sciences, and consequently the United Slates 
Secrelarv of Stale was requested by the Korean government 
to secure three men as instructors; but the ementc of that 
year had deferred the matter. In 1EJ&6 it was again brought 
up and in July three men who had been stlccled by the IT. S, 
Commissioner of Education arrived at the Korean Capital. A 
terrible epidemic of cholera devastated the city that summer 
and as many as seven of eight hundred deaths occurred daily. 
It was in September that the Royal English School was opened. 

Chinese claims to suzerainty emboldened the Chinese 
merchants to attempt to evade the customs regulations and 
the result was a serious affray in Chemulpo when the Chinese 
tried to evade the export on ginseng. The Chinese Commis¬ 
sioner tried to uphold them in it but a vigorous protest to Li 
Hung chang righted the matter and the offenders were de¬ 
ported and the Customs Service was vindicated. 

It was in this year that the trading station Whc-ry&ng on 
the Tii- man River was established for convenience of Trade 
with Russia but it was not made an open port. About this 
time the school founded by the American Methodist Mission 
received royal recognition and tbe king conferred upon it 
the name P*i Chat Hale Tang or "Hill for the Rearing of 
Useful Men,** 

Contrary to the wishes of the Chinese n Korean Minister 
to America, was appointed in the person of t J ak Cbdug-yang H 
but in attempting to start for America he was intercepted by 
the Chinese just outside the South Gate and compelled to re¬ 
turn. Two months l»ter h however, he succeeded in getting 
away. He was received in Washington with all the punctili¬ 
ousness due to a Minuter from any ^overeigu power. This 
helped in it certain way to forward Korea's claim to indepen¬ 
dence but America’s well known policy of tvnn-iliterferance in 
foreign matter* largely neutralised its effect H 
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The year iSSB beheld what is known as the "Baby War, 1 * 
The report was spread abroad that the Europeans and Ameri¬ 
cans were stealing children and boiling them in kettles for 
food. It was also generally believed that the foreigners 
caught women and cut off their breasts in order to extract 
from them (be condensed milk which was $o commonly mcd 
among the foreign residents. The Koreans knew rba: the 
foreigners bad no cows and they could explain the use of 
milk only on the above theory. The nt&dtts flfterand f was said 
to be as follows. The foreigners were possessed qJ a peculiar 
drug which became a powerful gas when introduced into the 
naonlh. Approaching a Korean paper covered lattice door rit 
the dead of night the operator would make a tiny hole in the 
paper and applying his month to it would blow the gas into 
the room. The effect would be that if there were a woman in 
the room sbe would waken and be sdzed with an nncontroh 
able desire to go outside. Once without the door, the for¬ 
eigner would sdic her, cut off her breasts and return to his 
home. It was believed that they had paid agents among the 
people to whom they taught the secret and whom they ^eut 
about the country to secure women's breasts. Two suspici¬ 
ous looking men were set upon in llong-ch K Ciii charged with 
being breast-hunters. They narrowly escaped with their 
lives. Kor a short time there was imminent danger of an 
uprising but a royal proclamation couched in trenchant lang¬ 
uage did much to Calm the excitement and the danger sub¬ 
sided as suddenly as it had arisen. In Euj-ju there was a 
moat destructive flood in which 300 lives were lost and 
houses were swept away. 


Chapter XVN* 

Corruption edict* of reform ., trouble with Japan..-envoy to 

Europe . rlutll of Chc*. .,, tht fi^bmci dilute . oppre#- 

*iafi * letrugrfcsssion . . exces&IVE taxation . . -iniUtT CCtl oOi. . i .for- 
eignera threatened. _oh the verge of anarchy .prelect* punished 
.. revolt in Stmg-do L Ki _Tong'liak manifesto_government help¬ 

less *„ japan imea&y + *,Kita 0k»kyau tnurdcreii _ revolting har- 
\writf ... Ike fall of CbAn-jn. . , Koita abks China for bdp . Chin- 
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CM trwpi arrive Jaixmesc movement* cllier powers in¬ 

terfere Japanese demand* proper, J reforms tht palace 
tjifccn trv tt)V jnponeie tile ■dnliittf: <* E *b* Kowibmg . . war tlc- 
clornl ' Korea llWtlrs Wlltr Cbina Japan V™UII*» lO leaffl 

Shanghai alone Japanese in Shanghai-bntUe of Asmi ..♦oat* 

lie of Pwung-ymig . battle of tie Vain, 

At this time the adminislralioa of the government was 
anything hut exemplary. The selling of the same office at 
such short intervals increased the burden on the people to an 
almost mibcuruble point, so that there were frequent uprisings 
in country districts In Korea the people form the conn of 
final appeal, tf a prelect oversteps the line which marks the 
limit of the people's endurance aud they drive him from the 
place the gorefnmetJl ordinarily accepts it as final. 

The following year the govern merit was obliged to take 
nutlet of I his stale of things and the king sent out a proclama¬ 
tion saying lhat ihe taking of bribes and tht extortion of 
money in the provinces would he severely punished. He took 
this opportunity also to speak about robbery and gambling, 

which htni begun to tun rife in the land. The people were 
forbidden to dress in silk, excepting those over fifty year* of 

age- 

The year 1890 opened with serious trouble in Ham-gyOtig 
Province. Cbu FyCng-stk, a man of indomitable will and one 
whose unbridled temper had more than once gotten him into 
serious trouble, was governor in that province, i lit people 
had mortgaged their bean crop to the Japanese exporters, of 
Wun-san. aud had received some ? 176,000 therefor. But when 
the beaus had been harvested and were ready for shipment 
the governor forbade its delivery. He wanted the Japanese to 
sell il back to the people, as it was a year of scarcity, but this 
they refused to do: and the beans rotted where they lay. The 
Japanese promptly look the matter up and demanded an in¬ 
demnity. The Foreign Office at once recognised the validity 
of the claim but the king ordered Cho Py6ng-$ik to pay the 
bill himself, since be had acled throughout without orders 
from Seoul. The unhappy governor was obliged to part with 
ull his patrimony and several of his relatives had to do like¬ 
wise. As this was not enough to seLtle the bill the govern¬ 
ment paid the balance. 
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This yeir saw the first embassy to Europe appointed in 
the person of Chi) Siti-heui but owing to his illness his place 
was filled by Pak Che-'mu who started on his mission but 
utter vot further than Hong koug- It is probable that it was 
through Chinese influence that He got on further. The fourth 
moon of the year saw the death of the aged Dowager Queen 
Cho, through whose influence the present kiag came to the 
throne. Phe iyus buried with royal honors atid the people as¬ 
sumed mourning for one year. 

Serious difficulties arose in regard b> the fisheries in the 
south. The Japanese had been accurded the right to fish lit 
Korean waters, hut on the island of Quel part a curious cus¬ 
tom prevails The women do the fishing. They cuter the 
water entirely nude and gather shell fish. All males arc pro¬ 
hibited by law from to mi tig wilhin sight of the fishing- 
grounds. The Japanese fishing-boats, however, did not hesi¬ 
tate to pass into these prohibited waters and as a result the 
Koreans were deprived of the means of livelihood. The Ko¬ 
rean government took the reasonable ground that the Japan¬ 
ese in coming isear the Korean coist should observe the local 
customs and prejudices, but the Japanese governnciit refused 
to take any sentimental view of the question and after a long 
discUSSkm the Koreans failed to carry their point. 

The year iMy< beheld the elevation to power of Min 
Vong-juu a man who championed the most conservative prin¬ 
ciples of the retrogressive party in power. The king's son 
bt the concubine Lady Kang was made 1'haC* tiii-whii. Cor¬ 
ruption in official circles was accentuated by the lessening of 
the term of office of count!v prefects thereby entailing fresh 
burdens on the people, for they Had to provide each prefect 
wuh money to liquidate the debt he had incurred In purchas¬ 
ing the position. There .111 instant and loud outcry from 
all sides The powers that be saw that the limit of the peo¬ 
ples endurance had been passed and they hastened to revoke 
the law. This same year a consulate was founded at Tientsin 
and Yt My fin g sang became tlie first incumbent. 

Another sign of retrogress ion was the execution of six 
men charged with being accessory to the insurrection of (883 
although clever years had passed since that event. 

The year iSgj passed without witnessing many events of 
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deed and sent the assas-sip, together with the IxkIy of his 
victim, to Korea in a Chi mrSc gnu boat. The body of Kim Uk- 
kvun was dismembered on April fourteenth in a most bxtital 
manner and the different portions of hrs body were sent about 
the country as a warning to traitors. This lapse into the 
worst excesses of'the old regime opened the eye* of Japan tf» 
the actual situation and gave her just I he impetus she- needed 
to take the strong position which she did is ter. Soon uftvr 
This the Totig-bak took the town of Chun-jn and delentfd all 
the government troops sent against thru). The governor of 
the province, Kim Muq-hyon, made lus escape from the place & 

Tbe govern Use at had at last become convinces I of its inabil¬ 
ity to cope with its enemies single-handed and it determined 
to have recourse to the dangerous policy of asking Chinn to 
throw troops into the peninsula to aid in putting down the 
Tong-hak uprising Chma immediately complied and im Juts e 
sixth 1.500 Chinese troops were embarked h! Tientsin and 
Wl- re sent to Chemulpo Under the escort of three gunboats. 

It must be remembered that according to the third article 
of the Tientsin Convention China and Japan each agreed not 
to send troop* into Korea without first notifying the other- In 
this ease the Chinese failed Eo notify the Japanese until ^fter 
the departure of ihe troopn and there cun bt n i doubt that at 
this point lies the strength of Japan's contention, When* 
inter, the Chinese agreed to leave Korea sunulUueuu&tY with 
ihe Japanese the lativr naturally refund. The Chinese broke 
the convention fir^E ; they must leave firsE. Bill there were 
other important points involved* Korea whs rapidly losing 
nil semblance of independence and Japan was being jeopardl** 
eri. The Chinese abrogation of the treaty gave Japan just the 
excuse ^lie wanted lor throwing troop* into Kmea and com 
ptdlitig those reforms which she telkved could he t (Fueled in 
cm i*thei way. No sooner was she hi formed of China 1 * action 
than the Japanese Minister Olori, fchtn on leave of a thence, 
was recalled, and sent immediately to Seoul with 400 marine*, 
arriving June ninth. 

The Chinee force did uuL approach the Capital but laud¬ 
ed at Asan eighty mi It* aotuh of Seoul. This force 

was *0011 augmented till it amounted to 2,010 ineiu But 
Japan, was imt idle. By the twelfth til June she liad approx- 
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imntcly S^coo troops hi Korea. Matters stood thus when the 
news came that the Tong-bak. either frightened by lilt rumor 
of the approach of a Chinese army or being pressed hy the 
gnvrmmenl troop, hart suddenly retired rind the south wnS 
a! peace. This tended lo hasten n crist* bet ween the Chinee 
and Japan***; There w«t no longer any can.se why foreign 
troops should remitn iti the pen tnsula, The Chmese had 
corn** lo pul down the Toug-bak and the Japanese had come 
(islensihiY to protect their tiatkmais. Now thni the Tung* 
hak& had retired it did not take long to discover the real 
reasons underlying the actions of th& Japanese* On June 16th 
she landed 3.000 more troops at Chemulpo and matters began 
to look so serious in Stoul that all tile Chinese residents has* 
tened away from lh^ city and sought salci;= by emh&rkiug for 
China. About 1 thousand people thus made a hasty exit 
from the country. 

On June * 5 th the Russian, British, French ftud Anieri- 
c:11 : representatives in Seoul* in the interests oF peace, jointly 
reputed the Chinese and Japanese to sdmuUaneuiisIy with¬ 
draw. But the Chinese rtfll-cd to go until the Japunese did 
anil the Japanese refused to go until reforms had U^n intro¬ 
duced which would clear the political atmosphere and give 
some semblance of truth in the fiction of Korean indepen* 
deuce. The Korean government was thrown tuto consterna¬ 
tion when on June jSth the Minister demanded a 

formal shipment from Korea a* to whether she were an in- 
deptrttdrnt stale or not She replied that slit was an tndeptti* 
iJctiE power, 

K;irlv hi July the Japanese Minister handed the govern¬ 
ment a list of the reforms which it deemed necessary. A* 
they were all incorporated In the reforms in augur:* led a little 
later it is unnecessary to enumerate them here. Fifteen 
thousand Japanese tmo^is had by this time landed uti Korean 
suil and the capita] was thoroughly invested The prospects 
of peace Seemed to growing smaller cadi day* The people 
of Seoul fled in large number* kaving their homes and all 
their effects except such os could be earned on ihetr bocks. 
Such was the terror that the very name of the Japanese in¬ 
spired. 

On July *01 h the Japanese Miniver rent in uhituatnm lo 
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the king cuttipbittitif; of the introduction of Chinese troops 
whose coming was undeniably to protect a dependent state. He 
gave the king three days to accept Japanese reforms. If within 
that lime he did not accede to thjm they would be enforced- 
On the night of the asnd the king returned an evasive an¬ 
swer and this decided the immediate policy of the Japanese. 
Onthe follow ing morning two battalions of Japanese troops, 
feigning to start out for Asm. Hinted suddenly and marched 
an the palace. They met with « certain weak show of rrsist- 
nnce at the gates bin easily forced their way in and soon had 
ihs king in iheir care. Every member of the Min faction was 
forthwith driven out ami the Prince Tai-wun was called in to 
assume 6 leading part in the management of the government. 

By this time China and Japan were hurrying troops into 
the peninsula, the former by way of Asap aad the hitter by 
Ftutan and Chemulpo. 0« July 2^1 eleven steamers left 
Tiku for Asan and the mouth of the Yalu with H.oOO troops. 
Those that came to Assn were ostensibly for the purpose of 
aiding the government in tin: putting down of the Tong-hik- 
Tlie Japanese government was immediately apprised of the 
departure of the transports from the Feiho and on July 25 th 
the Akitsushiina, Yoshino and Naniwa, among the best of (lie 
Japanese nsvy, were ordered from Sasebo to Asad. 1 wo days 
Idler at six Thirty they cticountered the Chinese nien-of-war 
Tsi-yueu and Kwavg-kim the vicinity of Fung Island off Asa n. 

The Japanese were not aware of the sudden turn which 
affairs had taken in Seoul but the Chinese were, and they 
expected the Japanese 10 take the offensive. Tile Japanese 
became aware of the situation only when they found the 
Chinese did not salute and that they were cleared for action. 
Thr Japanese 1 speedily pot themselves in fighting trim. As 
lIjc channel narrowed and the vessels came within rouge the 
Chinese ^enfd fire and were answered with terrible effect Uv 
the Japanese The Kwsmg-yj was speedily disabled and 
beached. The Tsi-yuen. her bow gun being disabled, with¬ 
drew toward Wei-hai-wei. It is disputed as to which side 
began firing fir?I but if is quite immaterial. The fact that the 
Chinese knew «int had occurred it Seoul, that they were 
cleared for action and that they failed to salute would seem to 
throw the bur Jen of proof upon 
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While the Yoshino was pursuing the Tsi yueu, two more 
ships appeared on the horizon. They proved to be lbe Chin¬ 
ese dispatch t>oat Tss&kiaug and Lite British s.tenner Kmv- 
shing carrying abouI i ,500 Chinese troops* The AkitsushiiUii 
took the former in charge and the Naniwa took the hitler. 
The Naniwn signalled the transport to follow her, but the 
Chinese on board of her would not let the English Captain 
obey Two parleys were held hot the Chinese officer* were 
obdurate and would not listen to reason. When ii betaine 
apparent that the Chinese were bent upon self destruction the 
Naimvn turned her battery upon her and blew her up. More 
than a thousand of the Chinese troops were drowned- A large 
uuqiber were picked tip and held m prisoners of war* The 
sinking of the Kowshing has been judged is hasty but the 
situation was ft peculiar one. The Chinese would neither 
surrender nor follow. They were plentifully supplied with 
small anus and cotild keep a boarding party at bay effectually 
The better judgment of kvcoud thought proves that lhe Jap¬ 
anese were fully justified in their action. 

The results of the P'mig incident became apparent at 
once* It made neutrals more careful, it proved that the sta 
was dangerous ground for the Chinese, it kepi overs thous¬ 
and men from lauding at A Man and it proved beyond (he 
shadow of a doubt that Japan wits fully in earnest and would 
fight to the bitter end. Moreover it changed the whole plan 
of campaign tor China. The Tong-hale were forgotten and 
the co-operation of the force at the Yalu and that at Asau and 
a joint attack Upon the Japanese was the plan determined 
upon by the Chinese 

The Japanese forces in and about Seoul were now ready 
for a laud campaign. It was wisely determined to eUiuinaie 
from the problem all the Chinese forces south of Seoul before 
advancing against those in the north along IbeTa-dkmg River. 
The army in ihe tiorih was being watched by mounted spies. 
For ihe time being there was no danger to be apprehended 
from these troops m the north but the two thousand at Asan, 
if reinforced, might advance on the capital and make trouble 
unless,they "were dispersed once and for ill. Accordingly on 
the twenty-fifth of July Gen. Oshima started for Asa ei with 
the greater part of the troops in Seoul. The inarch was rapid. 
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On the wav the news of the P’hUg incidetit was received and 
applauded. The vicinity of A*an was readied in three days. 
As the Japanese approached, the Chinese retreated a short 
distance to a point which they could easily fortify. On the 
twenty-eighth the Japanese army arrived within hue mile* of 
this position. A night attack was determined upon by Gen. 
Osbintft. It was not explained to the army until midnight 
when it was aroused and informed of the founded movement. 
The advance was made in two divisions. Hie right wing, 
four companies of infantry and one of engineer* under Lieu¬ 
tenant- colonel Tadeka, sought the enemy's ieit. The left 
wing under Gen. Oshima, and comprising nine companies of 
infantry, one battalion of artillery and one company of cavalry, 
swept forward in the dark to attack the flank and rear of the 
enemy's right. 

It would have been a difficult undertaking even by day¬ 
light but in the dark it was fourfold more trying. The 
Chinese outposts in the neighboring ullage gave the signal, 
and. posted among the houses, offotid uMubborn resistance. 
The assaulting column was repulsed and was compelled to lie 
d“wn to hold the ground already taken. At last however the 
Chinese had to withdraw. They crowded Slowly uut into the 
neighboring nee fields. 

This preliminary struggle was followed by a brief breath- 

■ng space. It had lasted less than au hour hm had proved n 
stiff encounter. At five the Japanese attached the redoubts. 
The left wing now came into action and under tlie smoke of 
the artillery the troops stormed the torts at either extremity. 
In half an hour the Chinese were dislodged and the rising 
stm looked down upon its flaming image on Japanese banners 
flying victoriously from the Chinese ramparts. 

The escape of the Chinese general, Veb Cbi-chao has 
given ground for the alleged Chinese victory at A-sau. It 
often happened during the Japau China war that, unless the 
Chinese force was almost utterly annihilated, they claimed a 
victorv. It it still a puzsde to many, however, that in the 
Asan skirmish as well a* in the battle of the \ alu the 
victorious Japanese permitted even a remnant of the enemy 
to escape. Although thoroughly defeated Gen. Ytb brought 
a remnant of his force around the city of Seoul and arrived 
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Safely at P'yGng-yasgt undoubtedly a difficult and briUlitll 
movcmcnt- 

This first little wtm by Japan in a foreign land* for a per¬ 
iod of three centuries, illustrated two points. Not only had 
the Japanese soldiers learned their lesson from instructors 
bnt the officers proved them selves worthy of the stead fas Ltiess 
of the men under them. One man cut of every twelve killed 
wos au office!:, Nor. when elated by the victory, did the Japan¬ 
ese forget the etui^ for which they were working They did 
uol undertake any further subjugation of the soutfn not even 
attempting to exterminate the Tong-baks. It was the 
Chinese in the peninsula with whom they were measuring 
swords. The forces at A-san being destroyed or dispersed 
and danger from that quarter was consequently removed, 
and the banners of rising sun turned northward. 

The northern division of the Chinese army, which had 
been landed cm Korean soil near the mouth of the Vain River 
and bad advanced southward from that point, had now held 
the cily of V'y ling-yang for upwanlsol j mouth- In anticipa¬ 
tion of-i Japanese advance they had fortified it as best they 
knew how, hut as is usual with Chinese they had forgotten to 
guard thesr rear T On three occasions in this war they were 
attacked in Jhtrir unprotected rear and utterly routed. 

During the second week of August the commander of the 
Japanese fleet. Admiral Ito, with twenty men-of-war took a 
cruise into the mouth of the Golf of Pecidlu The feint had 
its desired effect, though wholly misunderstood by the world 
at large. It attracted the attention of the Chinese and trans¬ 
port after transport made its way safely across from Japan to 
Korea with its complement of troops. 

On August tenth Major lehinohe with the vanguard 
startied northward from Seoul- It was the first step toward 
Peking. Songdo was reached the following day. The next 
few days were spent in recounoitcring the Ta-dotig River, but 
this part retired eventually taSotig-do and there awaited rein- 
tore™ tuts* 

On the nineteenth Lieutenant-general Ntxfzn arrived 
from Japan with the reinforcements for which Gtfl. Oshitu 
had been growing impatient. The latter immediately for- 
warded a detachment by another route toward p'yflug-yang. 
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This was ordered to occupy an important position known as 
S ak Pass and was reinforced on September eighth by a 
battalion of tulaniry and a company of artillery* This became 
known ns the Sak Division 

On the twenty-third Gen Qahima set out from Seoul for 
the north with a Mixed Rrigade. This was the name gi ven to 
the Japanese army which participated in all the operations in 
the peninsula, so called because it was made up o! various 
portions of the grand army. On the twenty-fifth Oshirna 
joined the forces at Song do t A few days before this (Sen, 
Tadzumi had landed at Cl ernulpo and had been put in com* 
round ol the Sak Divison, On the twenty-sixth another 
division Under Gcil Sato landed at Wuii-san on the east coast 
nearly opposite F‘>f!iig*ysug r and was immediately put under 
the com mam 3 of Gen. N T odzu. This is best known as the 
Wun-san (Gtnisan) Division^ 

These three Inxites of troops slowly converged upon 
P'yflufS yang by three routes, and made as if they were 
about to surround the entire city. But the cuumiandtrs 
knew the weak point in Chinese tactics too well to begin try¬ 
ing new methods. 

P'yibg^yang was fortified beyond the expectations of the 
Japanese and it should have held out indefinitely. The Ta- 
dong River Dows before its walls giving it defense ou the 
south* On the north Mauds a high eminence called Peony 
Mountain. To Ihe west thtie ere no special nature! defence*. 
The plan of attack was to take advantage of the proverbial 
Chinese weakness, make a feint in the front but send the 
main body of troops around the city and attack in the rear. 
The capture of P f >’A»g-y*ng wsm very much like that of 
Quebec, The plan of attack was ihe same in each case. Tie 
Japanese made a feint in fnnit of the town as Wolfe dtd from the 
shores of Levis, and sent the real attacking party around be¬ 
hind the town. The capture of Peony Mountain like the 
capture of the Heights of Abraham determined the struggle. 

On the morning of the fifteenth the Japanese army was 
in position. The Sak and Gensan divisions lay before Peony 
and the oiber five heights to the north of the city. TfccMstt- 
ed Brigade lay beyond the river along the Seoul road which 
led by mx fortified rcdoubU to the bridge of boats before the 
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Rivet Gate cd ihe town* The main body bad crossed the 
fiver at Iron Island beluw tbi^ city and under cover of the 
cannonading of the Mixed Brigade bad crept nearer and 
nearer the enemy from the west—*fche rear. 

At half past four on the morning of the fifteenth a ter¬ 
rific cannonading was begun. Under cover of this the Sak 
Division took the fort nearest the river, on the northeast of 
the city, AL the same time the Gensan Division took by a$- 
sntt the fort at the other end, on the north- From its 
vantage ground the Gensan Division planted its guns and 
poured a destructive lire on Peony Mountain. The Chinese 
commander being killed, the defenders became discouraged 
and demoralized and litis strategic position was carried by the 
Sak Division by a single assault. The guns of the enemyi be¬ 
ing turned upon the city from the summit of thU hill, deter¬ 
mined the contest. The main body trained its gutis on the 
fifteen redoubts which guarded the western approach and 
thus eul of all hope of retreat from the city. 

While the Japanese *vcre having it all their own way on 
the north and west the Mixed Brigade across the river was 
suffering severely* Five Chinese forts guarded this main ap¬ 
proach to P h yftng-yatig. The Japanese troops, though order¬ 
ed to make merely a feint, were carried away by the Inspira¬ 
tion of the hour and rashly attempted to capture these forts 
by assault, but they were greatly outnumbered and were 
compelled at last to retire having lost heavily. But the fall 
of Peony Mountains etiled the day, and that night the Chinese 
soldiers, following in the wake of their despicable commanders 
^sought safety in flight toward the Vain by such avenues as 
the Japanese left open for them. It is generally believed that 
the Japanese purposely left open a loophole of escape* not 
caring to have so mauy prisoners on their bauds. 

The feint made by Admiral Ito during the first week 
in August has been mentioned. During the PVang-yang 
campaign the Japanese fleet had beett patrolling the Yellow 
Sea about the Korean arcbipelego. Finally the lost company 
of Japanese troops were landed ou Korean soil and tbc order 
was given, f, On to Peking/' Never was an invasion under¬ 
taken with stick relish since the days when, three centuries 
before, the hordes of Hideyoshi had landed on the coast of 
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Korea and raised this same cry- The outcome now was des¬ 
tined to be far different from that of the Former invasion, 
Marshall Yamagata arriving iis Korea on Sept. 12th with 
e o,ooo TejnforccuienU began The new campaign as Command- 
er-inchlef. 

During the P fc yting-yang egagemeiit the Japanese fleet 
had been stationed at the mouth of the Ta-dong River, forty 
miles from the scene of the battle, ready to be ti&cd in any 
emergency. Oei the sixteenth, the campaign in Korea being 
settled by the bight of the Chinese army toward the Vain, 
the mam and first flying squadrons weighed anchor and de¬ 
parted for the supposed scene OF Chinese activity at the mouth 
of ilie Yalu, where it was believed that Chinese troops were 
being lauded Two days previous 4,600 Chinese troops hud 
left Taku to reinforce the new army, being gathered on the 
banks of the Yalu tor an invasion of Korea. The transports 
which contained this detach merit were protected by si* 
cruisers and four lorpedo boats and were reinforced at Talien 
Kay by the Pei yang squadron. On the sixteenth the trans¬ 
ports landed their burden and un the following day departed 
again for Taku p pit ended, as 00 the trip over, by six cruisers 
and the Peiho squadron. 

On the same morning the Japanese Beet crossed the path 
of the reluming transports. At tune oclock the smoke of the 
Chinese fleet was first d beavered and about twelve the fleet 
came into foil view. The battle opened with the main and 
flying squadrons leading in a single line across the track of 
the Chinese fleet, which wu advancing at half the pace set by 
the enemy. This fornmnoo. the ironclads in the center and 
the weakest ships on either wing, had been assumed as soon 
as it appeared that the Japanese line was coming head on as 
if to pierce the Chinese fleet. At a range of 5,300 meter* 
the battle wai opened by the starboard barbette of the iron¬ 
clad Tiug-yeun. The whole fleet mjou joined in the fight 
but the Japanese did not answer for some minutes. As the 
Yoshhio came on, the course was changed and the enemy 
was passed from left to right. The comparatively helpless 
ships of the right flank received The severest fire The rwn 
old ember* on the extreme right, which were of wood and 
very hitlamabk, at once look fire and were thenceforth u^c- 
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\*Wr The Vang-wd took foie at the outlet and retired. 
The Chso-yung wns not mo^ furtuiiuic ami sank about hah 
past two, (hekittle haring begun at one Y m. Japanese (inw. 

Two of the twdvc Chinese *hips were thus disposed of 
at once. Two more, the Tshytieu and Kwang-ehia. deserted 
the battle immediately on various excuses and departed for 
Port Arthur 

When the Japanese line had passed the Cbluett- fleet the 
flying squadron had begun to port, when the two Chinese 
ships, which uutil then had remained in the mouth of tile 
Yalu* were seep making their way toward the remainder of 
the fleet. Instantly the flying squadron began to starboard 
and the oncoming vessel* prudently retired These two 
ships* the Kwan-piug and Plug yuvn, not having come into 
action, and two* the Yang wei and Chaenyung, having retir¬ 
ed from the battle in flames, ami two P the Tsbytien and 
Kwan-chia, having deserted, we htid six ships of 23*000 tons 
bearing the brunt of the battle. 

When ihe flving squadron began to starboard, the main 
squadron, which was following m fiat order, kept to port 
The fesiit against the It wan-ping and Ping-yuen proving 
successful, ihe flying squadron kept to starboard and follow¬ 
ed the main squadron. Soon, however, it was seen that the 
slower vessels of the main squadron were being left exposed 
and Admiral Ira signalled for the flying squadron to star¬ 
board again and intervene between the distressed vessels and 
the enemy. Thus the main and flying squadrons moved 
about the Chinese fleet in opposite directions, the former on 
the inner track. 

This seuond round proved a severe one for the Chinese 
fleet, The contest now assumed a desperate phase. During 
the opening of tile struggle attention on either side had been 
pc*id to the enemy's weaker ships. The two slow and de¬ 
fenseless ship* of the Japanese fleet, the Akagi and Soikio, 
enured the Admiral much trouble, if incited they did not 
alter entirely his plan of attack. That bt brought them out 
of the battle at nil is a great credit to his ability to mano- 
eLiver at short notice sod under fire. It is* however, inex¬ 
plicable that such ships were allowed to follow the mam 
squadron into the engagement. 
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By two o'clock the ranksoff the two struggling fleets were 
considerably thinned out and the brittle became simplified 
though more desperate than ever, as the main squadron began 
to close in on the powerful ironclads and as the flying squad¬ 
ron separated the remainder of the Chinese fled from their 
only hope of safety and scattered them broadcast over the sea. 
The Akagi was now out of the fight and,. Under the protection ol 
the flying squadron, was making for the Ta-dong River. The 
Hiyei, also disabled and protected by the mail) squadron, was 
making for the same destination* TheJSaikio having come as 
it were from the very jnws of death, when nUeniptmg to at¬ 
tack the burning Vang wci. lav between the object of her 
deadly mission and the fleets, watching how the battle fared. 

On the Chinese side there was far more destruction. be¬ 
cause of the larger number of slow and inflamabk ships. Of 
the total, two. the Tsi-yuen and Kwan-chia, had long since 
deserted as we have already said. The Vang-wci and Chao 
yiiug were both desperately burning. The Cbih-yueti, hav¬ 
ing passed from the Admiral s wing to the right wing, had 
attempted the most ridiculous feat of attacking the flying 
squadron as the latter come io relieve the Akagi and Saikio, 
iking severely hit in her foolhardy course, her commander, 
evidently as revenge for going under, attempted 10 ram. The 
guns of the fleet were instantly brought to bear upon the ill- 
starred ship and, riddled with the fire oi the heavy and 
machine guns alike, she went under* flinging her crew into 
the air as she iUted the last time. A similar fate overtook 
ihc Pitag-yuert upon whom the flying squadron bure, A ter¬ 
rible fire from the Yoshino riddled her burning hulk and she 
too. went down like a monstrous bonfire into the tawny waters 
of Yellow Sea- 

Mean while I he struggle between the two iron-dads and 
the Japanese main squadron had been raging until both the 
contestants were Dearly exhausted. The former, knowing 
well that in them rested China's only hope on the sea* and 
equally desperate because of the cowardliness and incotn- 
pet eta ev displayed throughout the battle by them own com- 
fades as well as by the determined wrath of their ancient foe* 
fought to their Inst charge save three with undaunted heroism. 
Nothing in the conflict which raged so ninny hours could 
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hart equalled the sip hi of the crews of the two battered iron¬ 
clads. their ammunition far spent, meeting the Inst onslaught 
of the main squadron as it bore down upon them for the lust 
lime on that memorable afternoon. with perfect calm and a 
purpose X o go down with the ships wlco the a m m tin it I oil 
gave out. 

The last onslaught was made and met. but before another 
could he made night had begun to fall and the japanthem¬ 
selves not far from exhaustion* deemed it wise to wilhraw, 
This battle has been called a Japanese victory and probably 
with reason, though according to the dictum of modern naval 
warfare a decided Japanese victory could have been achieved 
only by capturing or disabling the two Chinese iron clads 
which wejc the soul of the Chines fleet. Technically the 
failure to da this made it a drawn battle, each side retiring 
Qucouquered, Bui there is every reason to believe that this 
battle* in reality, decided the Japanese supremacy over the 
Yellow Sea. 

The land battle ot P'yfhig-yaug and the na val battle off the 
mouth of the Yalu opened the eyes of the world to the fact that 
japan was a power to be reckoned with. The incident at P'ung 
Island and the battle of Afisati had proved nothing except 
the fact that Japan was fully prepared to go to extremities aud 
that the war Was actually begun. It is probable that a majority 
of intelligent people thought the Japanese would fall ait easy 
victim to the Chinese forces. On the sea China had several 
war-vessels that far out-matched anything which Japan pos¬ 
sessed and On knd she had unlimited population from which 
to reerftit her armies. She had enjoyed the assistance of 
many foreign military and naval men in getting her army 
and navy into shape, and in addition to this she had the sym¬ 
pathy of Great Britain iu Hie struggle. It was freely predict¬ 
ed that the superior quickness of the Japanese might bring 
her certain small victories at fiTSl but that as time went on 
and China really awoke to the seriousness ot the situation 
□ Chinese army would be put in the field which would 
evtnl Hally drive the Japanese off the mainland. The Japan¬ 
ese invasion uf 1503 was cited to show that though momen¬ 
tarily successful, the Japane^ would be ultimately de~ 
tented. 
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Tin? tattles of P‘y r flnp -y ang and Yahi changed ufal this. 
In the first plate if was discovered that the Chinese, with equal 
or superior numbers, cotl Id not hold a strongly defensive posi¬ 
tion against their assailants. The Chinese had everything 
in their favor iso far ?s natural surroundings went, They 
lacked the one essential and ic was the demonstration of ibis 
tack fit F^ylng-yang that made the world begin to doubt 
whether the Chinese would really do what was expected of 
them. 

The battle of (he Yalu* w T bile technically a drawn battle, 
proved that the Japn^t could stand up against superior ships 
and hutd them down lo a tic game. The Chinese am mu in lion 
was exhausted and if darkness had cot come on the Japanese 
would have discovered this and the big Chinese vessels would 
have been captured. From that day the progress of the Jap¬ 
anese was so unbroken series of victories. The myth of 
China's strength was shuttered and the whole history of Lbe 
Far East, if not of the world* entered upon a new and u&ex^ 
pected phase. 

We have already mentioned that 4,000 Chinese troops 
had been landed at tbe mouth of the Yalu to reinforce the 
army that had been gathered there for the invasion of Korea, 
That invasion was destined nut to be carried out. for the 
routed Chinese army from P'yflng-vang came streaming north 
in bend long flight and tbr Japanese followed them up just 
last enough to worry them but without making it necessary 
to encumber themselves with prisoners. It shows bow per¬ 
fectly the Japanese bad ganged the calibre of the Chinese 
that they should have driven them on in this contemptuous 
manner. When the Japanese arrived at the Vain they found 
that the Chinese had occupied an- advantageous position on 
she further ride and would attempt to block the advance but 
it was too Lire to stem the tide of Japanese enthusiasm* The 
passage was made w ith ease, the Chinese quickly pul to flight 
and the war left Korean territory, not to return, 

The subsequent operations of war are of surpassing in¬ 
terest to the general historian buL they cannot be called a 
part of Korean history, so we shall be compelled to leave them 
and go back to the peninsula, where the results of japan's 
victories were to be keenly felt. 
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Chapter XVI !L 

A Crisis: .. condition cf aflair* in Setml ,. . of Chtn^&c . 

T^wim-kun FiinimoTicti to public* ,, ntw Cabinet. „tfibulii» 5 <nia Of 
Min Von^-jtin . Conunisstqa on ftefomis Appointed names of 
Government office* thonged JiRt of pfoposed reforms rH lie cur- 
reu uv . new mi na^t revttivie * ef oriiiA a nntiomal ham k .. .. 

standardiafiMi of wHglm and meroffl- ...post abmw rectified 
F foreran advisers. 

The year 1^94 marked ibt crisis in Korean lits- 

tory since the seventh century when the kingdom of Silb 
gained control of the whole peninsula. Considering the fact 
tlml so many of the old abuses survived after the year 1^94, 
tiie above statement may seem extreme but the'facts of the 
case warrant it. From the early years of the Christian era 
Korea bad been moulded by Chinese ideas and had beta 
dominated by her influence. There was no time from the 
very first when Korea did u. t consider China her suzerain. 
[11 a sense this was natural and right, Korea bad received 
from China an immense number of the prod nets of civilization. 
Literature, ail. science, government, religion—they had all 
been practical l v borrowed from China. It is n thing to lie nsar* 
veiled at that Korea through all lhe* centuries bus preserved 
any semblance of individualism. She never would have 
done so if there had not been a radical and iuetfacablc dif¬ 
ference between the Chinese and the Korean which no amount 
of moulding could remove.^ 

Never uuce during all those centuries did Korea attempt 
or desire to throw off the garment of her vassalage. And 
even iu this crisis <rf 1894 it was not thrown ofl through any 
wish of the Korean government or people but only through 
hard necessity. There had been no radical change in the 
mental attitude o! the great mass of Koreans which demanded 
the severing of the tie which hound them to China and even 
at this year of grace 1904, there is every reason to believe 
that 3 great majority of Koreans would elect to go back under 
the mild and almost nominal control of China. The change 
is not Out of attitude on the part of the Korean hut it is the 
feel that the war proved to the world the supmeness of China 
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and made it forever impossible to revive her claim to suzerainty 
over Korea or even, it is to be feared* to hold together her 
own umvie-dy bnlk. The outward influence of China upon 
Korea has ceased and other influences have been at work 
which arc slowly drawing her away from her servile obsdb 
truce Jo Chinese Ideals, This was the nr^t necessary step to 
The final emancipation of Korea and her national regenera¬ 
tion. It should be carefully noted lhai from the earliest 
centuries the Chinee implanted in the Korean no genuine 
seed of civilization and progress but simply unloaded upon her 
some finished products of her d vilUation These the Koreans 
swallowed whole without question* unmindful of the (act that 
by far the greater pari of them ware wholly tjnsuiied to the 
Korean temperament The result was that as time went on 
these Chinese impositions were overlaid with a pure Korean 
product just is the little leaden Buddha that are thrust into 
the shell of the pearl oyster become coated over with mother- 
0 T pearI. Buddhism came from China but Korea has so 
mingled with it her native fetschism and animism that It is 
something radically different from the original stock 

Now this intrinsic freedom of the Korean from Chinese 
ideals argued strongly in favor of the belief that from the 
year 1^94 Korea would gradually cast of! even the menu] 
vassalage and would begin to work along individual lines. 
This could happen only in case the individmilisni of the Ko¬ 
rean had outlasted the deadening effects of Chinese pre„ 
dominance. There are many evidences that this individual- 
i*m has survived but if must be confessed that it is in a crip¬ 
pled condition and all but unable to walk alone. It i s to the 
process and method of this great transforation in Korean 
conditions that wc must now turn. 

I'P to the lime whp-n the Japanese began active opera- 
Sipns in Seoul by the seizure of the palace, Korea considered 
herself safe under the aegm of China, Had she not secur¬ 
ed the murder of Kim Qk-kyun and the return of his body 
oti a Chinese vessel for the purpose of wreaking tipou it the 
old lime vengeance? Had she not invited Chinese troops in¬ 
to the country in direct contra vent ion of the agreement be¬ 
tween China and Japan P In every way and by every means 
Korea had expressed her contempt of Japanese power and of 
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iaicrerts Under tfee hideously corrupt regime of 
such men as Min Yong-jun the country had been going 
fjfimi bad to worse until the people found it utterly impossible 
lo endure Uic oppression any longer. The provinces were in 
a state of anarchy and Yuan Shih+fcei. the unscrupulous 
Chinese "Resident ' 1 in Seoul, stood smilingly by and watch¬ 
ed the tragedy without suggesting any remedy for the disease 
that was destroying the country, hut ready to increase the 
prestige of Chirm in the peninsula by offering troops with 
which to crush the starving malcontents in the provinces, 
Tht condition of Ihings was about as bad as it could be. and it 
w a* at ihi*. psychological moment that japan lifted her hand 
anrhst assTigt? blow tumbled the Chinese house of cards about 
their heads* 

By the twenty-first of July the situation to Seoul had 
become unbearable lor the Chinese* There was a small Chin¬ 
ese force ut Asau but Seoul was occupied by a strong Japan¬ 
ese force and every day iher outbreak of hostilities had be¬ 
come more imminent* Oft the early morning of the 20th 
Yuan Shih'kei, in a mean little sedan chair,, and entirely 
without escort* made his escape From the city and hastened 
to Chemulpo, leaving all his nationals to shift for themselves. 
His flight became known almost immediately and there was 
a general scramble on iht part of the Chinese merchants and 
other Chinese to escape from the town. When the Chinese 
Minister left Seoul their interests were put in the bauds of 
the British representative. 

On the morning of the 25th the palace Was taken and 
the city walls manned by the Japanese. Min Yong-jun, 
who was largely responsible for the parlous condition of the 
government, fltd that night So the country, and found 
refuge iu the towu of Clf uiii-ch'fin about sixty miles east of 
Seoul. 

soon as the Japanese hud sectiml the palace Minister 
Otnri sought the presence ot the king and assured him of 
his personal safely and that of the Royal family. At the 
desire of His Majesty the ex-Regent, the Ti-wflu-kim was 
invited to the palace to participate in the discussion of 
plans for the future, and lo allay by his presence the natural 
fear of the king. It was understood by common consent 
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that the former officials had all resigned and it was necessary 
to form a new government* Kim Hong jip was summoned 
to art as Prime Minister, He was nmn of strong personal¬ 
ity and of progressive tendencies, altogether a valuable mno 
for the emergencv since he had the entire confidence of the 
Japanese and was a mati of the highest standing in Korea* 
Other lending men of progressive tendencies were called in 
and a government was formed for temporary purposes 
until matteis conld he pot on a firmer footing MinYong jUn. 
Min Kting'sik, Min Hycnig sik, Min Cb*i bon. and Kim 
geui were declared banished to distant points Nu attempt 
was made to send and arrest Man Wing-jun bin the member* 
of the "Reighteous Army" in the country seir.v:l him and 
charged him with being the main author of the disturb* nev*, 
and beat him nearly to death An enomiou?- amount of 
money that he had carried off with him was divided up 
and made away with by his followers. He tardy escaped 
with his fife and fl-d to China where he gave the Chinese 
advice as to the method of reasserting their authority in the 
peninsula. 

At this same time the government recalled Yi To-Sin 
Kcui-sOn. Yuii Ung \ ul mid others who hud been in banish- 
meiit for ien years because of their espousal of She liberal 
cause in \ 15*4 The prison doors were opened and innocent 
and guilty alike received amnesty. 

The government was not yet ready to publish its full 
Ibt of reforms* based upon the demands already made by the 
Japanese.Minister, but the king inuredLately declared that as it 
was necessary to secure good men to admiiiMcr the Govern¬ 
ment in Seoul and in the province*, the demarcation between 
the upper and lower desses was a ihmg of tlie past and nil 
nu d of all grades were eligible to office, and at the *ame time 
he dedared the nWlitiou of the great poltlie»l parties and 

forbade she appnrtlnnntent of ..cut offir c * al-jng party 

line* 1 . The different leading offices iindti the government 
were put 111 the hinds of the beat men thai were available 
and it is probable that these men formed the best government 
ttat Ko t&l was capable of at the time, Some of the name* 
were as follow*: Kim Hong jip, Pak ChOiig-yaiig, Kim Yi*u- 
aik, Kim Chong-hati, Cho Hvui yftn, Yi Yuti-yoitg, Knu Ka- 
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jti-r An Kvfino su s Chdftg Kyootfwun, Pak Chlin-yang, Vi 
Wumgftng Kiln Ha-gu. Kuun YAng jin* Yu iCibjnil, Ksm 
Hn-vftng; Yj Euagik, Sang jip- Among these nanitu 
many will be recognized is among the best that Korea has 
produced in recent times 

On the very next (Jay after the Japanese look the palace 
and gave a new direction to governmental rdT.wrs a special 
High Commission wa* called together by the king to consider 
the matter of reconstructing 1.hr- government along the new 
lint*. It was composed parity of ihc iueinben»of the Cabinet 
and partly of other distinguished men. It was well under- 
stuod that these men were to carry out the ideas of the 
Japanese authorities, Their deltbc-ratinns continued for a 
period of forty one days during which Lime they completed ft 
scheme fora new government, along the following lines. 

Before this time there had been seven great government¬ 
al departments, namelyth zEuf-Jung &u nr Slate Department, 

J i'JQ or Home Department* Nv /it or Finance Department, 
Yi'fo or Ct remoninf Department, fywigjo or War Depart* 
irent # or Liw Department, A'&jig/a or Deportment 

of Public Works, Besides there were the two Afi ivf 
or Police offices, the fipt-g r vm-&u or Supreme Court and other 
lesser offices. In the ntw regime the seven Departincuts 
above named wore nil retained excepting the Ceremonial De¬ 
partment and 111 place of this they founded fur the first Uttie in 
Korean history a gi utiine Educational Department coordinate 
in dignity with any other of the great Departments. Be- 
side* this the Department of Public Works was broadened 
Lo include Agriculture and Commerce. A Police Bureau 
was formed to take ihe place of the former two Poch A ungs* 

T ticy also prepared a list of needed reforms in the 
government- 

11 \ Prom itiih- time all Korean documents shall be dated 
from the year of tlm present Dynasty* (This was the gojrd 
year, as llie Dynasty was foiiudt-d in E393). 

U) Korean tteatiw with Chi™ shall be revised and 
ministers shall be sent to the various troily powers. 

(:%) Class distinction!- in Korea shall he wiped out and 
men shaJ! be judged solely on their merits in the matter of 
government office* 
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{4} The distinction between civil and military rank, 
in favor of the farmer, ^hall be done away and they shall 
stand on an equality. 

(Si The f amily and relatives of a criiniuul shall not fce 
liable to arrest or ptinfsbnieut for hU crime. 

(5) The son by a concubine shall be eligible for the 
succession 

(7) Men shall attain the age of twenty and women the 
age of sixteen before marriage. 

|8l Widows shall be allowed to remarry without los^ of 
aodtil standing, 

{of All slaves are declared free and the sale or pur* 
chase of human beings is aboHshed. 

I 1 n J The privilege of memorial h* ex Lended Lu the gen¬ 
eral public. Anyone shall lie at liberty to address tile thron 
through a memorial 

fill The long skives on coats, whether cuurt dress 
or common are abolished. But officials Khali be authorized 
tci wear the sleeveless coat over the ordinary one. Soldiers' 
uniforms shall continue a* at present for a time but may Lw 
changed gradually to the foreign style. 

II a) The people shall be given one month in which to 
prepare for these changes. 

{13} The Police Bureau shall be an adjunct of the 
Home Department 

(14) Officials shall not ride on the streets in the high 
one- wheeled chair nor shall they be accompanied by 11 large 
retinue, nor shall the attendants call out for people to dear 
ihe way, 

f15} No one shall be obliged to dismount when passing 
an official nor to show any other sign of servility. 

{16} The Prune Minister shall hive only four attend¬ 
ants, the Vice Prime Minister ami all ibe other ministers of 
state shall have three, the via-ministers shall have two and 
the secretaries one. 

( 17) Even ettmteks, if they are men of ability, shall lie 
eligible for office. 

1 1 ft) The law that relatives may not sne each other at 
law shall I e abrogated except for very wear relatives, aud 
feuds between families shall be given up. 
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j it>) All debts of Jong standing shall be cancelled (Mich 
as dcbl^ cunlrnctvd by a father who is now dead or by 
relatives), 

(jo) There shall be but eleven officsn: grades firs place 
of (he eighteen which there had beeu Formerly). 

(ai J There shall be no longer any outcast class in 
Korea but butchers,, ccmlortKjimt- p acrobats, dancing girls, 
sorceries and exorcists shall alt be considered equal to 
others beForr tlie |&w. 

(22) Even after holding high office a man may cogage 
in business or other occupation, at his pleasure, 

(■?3) The matter t>f the national exam mat inn shall be 
reserved for fuller discussion. 

It is noT 1 .ecessary to go inio an analysis of these pro- 
fujSLct reforms Thrv speak for themselves , r^otue of them 
were necessary and utb;rs weft iht reverse Blit they form 

a striking camnitnlary on the condition of affairs in Korea 
<d lhe time. Whatever muy have Inca the defect^ of this 
plan if \\iks ura honest uud Strenuous attempt on the pari of 
ttie hr&t statesmen Korea could produce and it promised 
much. If its terms could have been carried out it would 
have proved an inestimable ble^iug to the people uf the pen- 
mstiiii. but one can easily sir that some of ilje proposals 
biiuck .At the v«} fabric jf Korean society For instance 
the attempt to make acrobats^ dauciug-girlS and mxdang the 
?ocial equals of reputable people was ol course absurd. The 
subnieiged clashes cannot be crhlt^uchised by a stroke of the 
pvu. What needed then and needs still is education. 

This ajoiie will unite fuTuhiintiilal reform* possible, 

Early 111 August the currency of the country received 
serious attention, Foreign money was in use in the open 
ports but the general currency of the country consisted of 
two kinds of perforated "cash/ 1 one called yufi. each piece of 
which called one cash* and the other called iang-c or the 
,H iive fitter." These represented Five cash each The yap 
was the old. genuine and universally recognised money of 
the country. It was only in Seoul, the open ports and 
cm the great thoroughfares near Seoul that the faug$ 
circulated. This /arg-a was a debased coin made 
su itSWj and several succeeding years. At first each of 
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the fang-* exchanged for five of the jitfi bnt within a few 
month* the fa it g-it fell to an inevitable discount which in 
created year by year from until 1 when it was 

found that Efaei 1 were practically the name. Successive 
issues of the iHfihmi deteriorated the quality and size of the 
Coin until it was worth only a fifth of its face value. For 
this reason the Government declared tn August that the yuf* 
and the fang-& were on a p»r and l fa it no distinction should 
be nude between them. The fair thing would have been for 
the Government to redeem the debased fangs* at its face value 
but of course no one could expect ifaLs under the circumstances. 
It had proved an indirect tax upon the people equal to four 
hit In- its face vaUit- 

Ar the same time the national financiers determined to 
place m the hands of the people a foreign style coinage,, 
and soon a one cent copper piece, a nickel five cent piece 
and sliver corns of twenty cent and uue dollar denomina¬ 
tions* which had been in process of manufacture smee 
too 1 4 were issued. A few of them had been issued a year 
or two before but had not been well received- Now 
they passed current and were used, but it was soon found 
that 1 he silver coins were being bought up and boarded by 
wealthy people who placed no faith m banks, and soon not 
a single native silver piece could be found anywhere. 

It was the intention of the Commission to withdraw From 
circulation all the old cash and replace it with the foreign 
style money. How absud this was will be seen at a glance. 
There ss nothing else that people are so timid about as their 
money and the bare idea of making such a sweeping change 
was preposterous, but the Japanese were behind all these re- 
forms and, while their intent ions were of the best, they made 
the serious mistake in this as in other attempted reforms of 
hurrying things too fast. 

Another important problem attacked by the Reform 
Commission was that of the revenue, U had always been 
customary to, pay taxes in rice* linen, beaus, cotton and a 
hundred other cotumodic^ but it was decided now to change 
all thin and have the revenue turned into cash in the country 
and sem up to the capital. In order todo this It was necessary 
to have banking facilities jy the provinces and it was planned 
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to establish a gtc.it outmasl bunk with branches all over the 
country. 

An attempt was also made to effect ati inspection and 
sta.ndordiza.tioD at all the freights and measures in the- 
dqtirHry* 

It was ordered that every house in the land should have 
its owner's name and occupation and the number of his fam¬ 
ily posted hi a conspicuous place on his front gate. This was 
to facilitate the work of postal, police and ceusm officials and 
agents. 

One of the reforms that was carried out was the sendtrcg 
of students abroad to acquire an education. 

It was decreed that all land or houses that had been il¬ 
legally seized by unscrupulous people in power during the 
past ten years should be restored to their rightful owners. 
Many officials in Seoul, well known in foreign circles, lost 
large fractions of their wealth because of this decree. 

The policy was adopted of engaging foreign advisers for 
the various great Departments of State and as a result of this 
a number of foreigners were employed. Some of them hid 
already been some time ip the service of the government* 


Chapter XIX* 

The Ex- Regent ..The dew Cabinet ...the TtwpM pacifed... The 
Ti-tvAn-frun mires .. jnp«u declares war Koim abrogate* all 

ucHtics witli Chin-l^k Yougdiyt? retnrni... .hi* iraernuritd 

lie ift pardoned Chinese exCfcssttill the m?rtb - uew Korean - 
Japan trtnty .. . Marquis Suiunji vinU Stusd . . T&i ict Kind 

tLjTLtiu l b r im.t Kui-W'lua gOfiii ltfju.pci.ii . . .Count 1 nonj't eOflHK . . 
iicmtfttv to often<I«» of |$H4 Dr. Jni*>ttd comes Army re- 
farm . .the privy Council - . .the Kind's Oath. 

The Td-wun-kiiQ, the former Regent, »is now a promi¬ 
nent factor in the govern ment and the well known strength of 
his personality did much to give stability to the new regime, 
The Queen necessarily retired from active participation in 
politics for the time beiug and there was apparent promise 
of better days to come. The new cabinet chosen at this time 
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was 9 carious mixture of progressive and conservative mm. 
It was corap^jwd of Kim Htm^'jip. Kim Yun-sik, n Yam- 
jnng f Pak Chung yang sad An Kyniig su representing the 
prog revive wing and Min Yong-dah Su Chung-Mtu, Yi 
Kyii ■ wfin , Ymi Yrnig-gu ,md I’m Sl--a iliijg representing 
the conservative wing. Ann mg the secondary officials some 
were progressive and some cause r wit ive* Tills rpparcnt 
blending of i3ie various factions was a hopeful sign Outwardly 
but it had (lO real sigmfkance. All were appointed by permis¬ 
sion of the Japan*;- ■ and they worked together only because it 
was useless to oppose But the same intrinsic liystiiily re¬ 
mained find only needed opportunity to manifest itself. lx 
was the calm of repression rather than of genuine reconcilia¬ 
tion. and it helped to prove tfait there is no hope For good 
govenmu-ui in Korea bv Koreans until the country has se¬ 
cured tli e l«? m c ft s o F g c n u i lie ed uca t i* hi . 

These reforms that were proposed had the apparent sanc¬ 
tion of Kts Majesty, as is proved by the fact that after their 
proposal he called alt the high officials to the palace and made 
them a speech in which lit; referred to this as a splendid op¬ 
portunity In mnkt a radical and beneficent change in lliegov* 
ejutnent, and laid it i- ;i sue red duly upon the officials to carry 
out the reform^ and he declared that he B too, would become 
a new king and do Ins part in bringing about the dcsiied 
renovation of the land. 

In spite of the previous declaration that the fang-AaJk 
uprising was at an end there Was much Unrest especially m 
the south and the fa tig ftn£- Were really as ready as ever to 
take the offensive. I ; or tins reason the king sent a high 
official to K\ Ung-sang Province lu make au .its tin pi at 
pcificntiun and laid the people that the trouble was because 
of hb own |:u k of virtue md fagged them to be patient u 
tittle longer until the relofin> could be carried out. The peo¬ 
ple were pleased* especially with the promise that slavery 
should be discontinued and IhaL the barriers between 
the classes should tv broken down. The fact that this effort 
on the t^ rt “f the king wa* entirely successful shows that 
the faHg-hnk were tun armrdusls or banditti but were merely 
desperate dtfamji who required some assurance that certain 
changes' would be made so Lbat lib: would fa beatable* 
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A word is necessary as so the attitude of the Ti-wtin- 
kun toward tliese reforms. He had been called to She palace 
and put in a responsible advisory position by the Japanese 
but he was not tile sort of man to hold an empty honor Of to 
pose as a mere figurehead. Severn! of the proposed reforms 
were distasteful to faim but when he found that his objections 
carried no weight he retired to* his private house in disgust. 
It took him only a few weeks to discover that his elevation 
hud hern merely a formality. 

The month of August was an anxious out in Korea. 
The battle of Asau had been fought on the aJJth and agth of 
July ami it was known that there would be a decisive battle 
fought at FySug Yang in the near future. Foreign opinion 
Was divided as to the probabilities* some people believing 
that the Japanese would sweep every thing before them and 
others being equally sure that the Chinese would win. 

But in spite of the state of anxiety and unrest the month 
of August milv florae important results accomplished in civil 
mutter*. The Commi-suou on Refurms were at work on their 
scheme until about the tenth of the month. It was on Aug¬ 
ust ist that Japan formally declared war cm China and a few 
days later troops began to pour in by way of Chemulpo and 
join those already here. 

Il was un August ifi that there occurred the Formal act 
of casting otf Chinese suzerainty, Qu thal day the Korean 
government declared all treaties hitherto signed between 
itself and China to be abrogated aud all political connection 
between the two countries to be at an end, The Japanese 
Minister had already on June 28th dcnundeJ from the gov¬ 
ernment an expression of its attitude toward China and had 
received the answer that Korea considered herself an in¬ 
dependent power. This was now followed np by 4 definite 
diplomatic rupture between the two find, probably forever, 
the question of Chinese political predominance in the pen- 
iiistiki was disposed of, 

it wu about the 20th of August that Pak Yung-fayth the 
refugee in Japan since his participation in the attempted *vtrp 
of 18^4. was brought to Seoul incognito by the Japanese. He 
had long since been declared an arch-traitor by the Korean 
government* bis house bad been raied lu the ground and his 
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family tlisp^rScd* "F^r almost ten vkith lie had enjoyed 
a^yluai in Japan and bid U*-n treated with great considera¬ 
tion by the Japanese who rightly saw in him a man of strong 
personality* settled convictions and n genuine loyally to the 
best interests oF bis native land. Hjs worst enemies would 
probably grant that lit falls below none in his desire to see 
Korea prosperous a ltd enlightened. It was the methods 
adopted that made all the trouble untl drove limi into exile. 

At first he remained in hiding in the Japanese quarter 
but From that point of vantage he sent a long memorial to 
the King relating the fact of tiis high ancestry und the fact 
that it was purely in the interests of Korea that he participated 
in the emtuU of iK& 4, He had been however, unsuccessful 
and was branded as a imhor. compelled to fly the country 
end ^ee his house broken up, Now that the country had fallen 
upon such critical times and the King had determined to 
effect a radical change in affairs it was a cau.se of utmost 
rejoicing to him and lie canid not help coming back even 
though it cost his life. llti begged to .the King's face once 
more, to be allowed to collect and bury the bouts of bis 
relatives and be given back his life which had beeu forfeited. 
If then the King should wish to use him again he would be 
at the service of His Majesty. 

To this plea the King listened. Whether from preference 
or out of consideration for the Japanese, and replied that the 
petitioner was forgiven and might resume hts former status 
as n Korean citizen. A number of memorials immediately 
poured into the palace urging that f J ak Yong-hyobe executed 
8^ a traitori but as the decree of pardon had already gone 
Itinh these mentor in 1- were ignored, 

Thefall of P'ynug-yaiig before the victorious Japanese on 
September 15-17 and the flight ol the Chinese inflicted great 
sufferings upon she Koreans in the north The Chinese 
followed their usual medieval tactics uud pillaged right and 
left. Tile local magistrates and governors fled to places uf 
safety and thu: people survived the bent they could. The 
government hastened to send a high official to the north to 
calm the excitement and counteract the disintegrating effects 
of the Chinese flight. At the same time the perfect orderli¬ 
ness of the Japaqt^c army began to be uudersiood by the 


XGDRKN KOHRA, 


^75 


people, and between these two agenides the northern province 
speedily fettled down to it* former status The city of P yung* 
yang had been almost deserted by its Go t ooo or more of 
people and it was many mouths before the town resumed its 
normal status. 

As August drew to an end the Japanese deemed the time 
ripe for completing the purposed tin ion with Korea And on 
the 26th there appeared a provisional treaty between the two 
countries, which was nnt an offensive and defensive alliance 
bill one in which Japan guaranteed the independence of 
Korea and K>rta engaged to look to japan for advice and to 
aid her in every possible wpy. The nature of this agree¬ 
ment was practically the same as that marie between (he 
same countries at the opening of the Japan-Russia War in 
isp4. In it Japan once mure emphasised the independence 
oi Korea which she had oOEi&isieutly championed ever since 
the Japanese-Korean treaty was signed in 1 H76 

The Piioiiih of September opened with the arrival of 
Marquis SaionjL with presents and a friendly message from 
tlie Emperor af jspn- The visit was merely a coroplhnontary 
one and seems to have been devoid of great political signifi¬ 
cance* 

[1 ivos evident that Japanese influence watt overwhelm¬ 
ingly predominant in Seoul and as the government had com¬ 
mitted itself to the policy of selecting advisers for its various 
departments there was reason to believe that most uf these 
places would be filled by Japanese and that they would so 
predominate numerically as to seriously impair the .Autonomy 
of the government. As foreign p^vrfs had concluded 
treaties with Kore** on the basis of «pmlity, this possibility 
became 9 mailer of concern In them and through their repre¬ 
sentatives here they protested against the employment of an 
undue number of assistants from any one initKiualily, 
Whether there ever was any Hitch danger as was anticipated 
we cannot say P but this preventive measure was successful 
at anv rate and the apparent independence of the government 
was never shaken. 

The month of October raw the Chinese driven across 
the Vain and order restored in a me 1 Ml re mi Korean soil, blit 
it also saw the resurgence of the hug-hak m the south. 
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These malcontents Ind been temporarily cowed by the coming 
of CVii r» t5e and Japanese Iroops but now lliey seem !□ have 
diMrovered that thv Chinese and Japanese were too busy w ith 
each other to attend to The civil {roubles hi the interior «f 
Korea. .So they broke out much worse than ever and the 
principal anxiety of the month in Seoul was the putting 
down of the serious insurrection* Sin Citing-hem* the 
highest Korean general, was sent south Lo Kong j u with 
three thousand Korean troops to meet a strong body of 
totrg JiaJk who were repotted to be marching on Seoul A 
few davs later there was a sene'- of hght$ at various points 
throughout the province* notably at Kong.ju* Hug-jim 
Ibgttm Hill, Vi-iu village. Hvo Harbor, Siksau and Hong ju. 
About two hundred Japanese iruop- aided the government 
forces and at every point the government troops were suc¬ 
cessful Some of the tights were very severe. It is proba¬ 
ble that there were some ao,c>oo toug-hak in alb btii they were 
a mere rabble compared with the well armed and at least 
partially drilled government troops, A large number of the 
fotog kak leaders were captured and brought to Seoul. Many 
were also executed in the country, for the generals were 
given the power of life and death for rhe time being. 

Having been thus dispersed the tong Ani moved south¬ 
ward arid took their stand Hi various places in Chutla and 
southern Ch'ung ch T tlug Province*. Their main point was the 
towuofMo^a tg where for cbven days they cou tiii tied to revile 
the government and put up placards defying the government 
troops. The Korean troops moved on them and soon had them 
mi the retreat again. Other encouiaeis took place at various 
points hut by ibis time the leading spirits in the tong*hak 
movement had been captured. Among these were Chuu 
Nok*lti arid Kim Kfl-nam. They were brought to Seoul and 
the latter was executed and the former is said to have been 
taken to Japan,, but there b Home doubt as to his fate, Two 
toug-Aab leader* named Kim Chmig-hyun and An Seuug- 
givan Were beheaded at Su-wiln and-their heads were raided 
high on poles and the people told to take warning from them. 
This put an end to the fnng. hak except for some small 
sporadic movements which amounted to nothing, Bill the 
Lmg-k&i r, like? the poor, we have ever with us,— in pvsst* 
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Prince Knbwha was scut to Tokyo to return Ebe visit 
of Marquis Saioujt mid present the compliments c?l the King 
to the Emperor of Japan. 

The Japanese government evidently realised the neces¬ 
sity of having an exceptionally strong representation in 
Seoul, for Count loony* arrived on the ioth of October and 
assumed the duties of minister. He hail more than once helped 
to straighten out matters in Korea *nd he had the confidence 
of the king and of the people as well. No better appoint id tnl 
could have been made Under the cireumstances. 

The end ol October was signalized by the murder of 
Kim Hak-u, the vice Minister of Law, who was one of the 
strongest and best men that the reform movement had 
brought in the front. He was stabbed at night in his house. 

The mouth of November witnessed som* progress in the 
reconstruction of the government. The pardon of Pak 
Ycmg-hyu had been the sign lor a general amnesty to all 
ihusr who had forfeited their rights in 1HS4. Sft Cti-pHli 
known better a.s Dr Phiiip Jaisohu, who had been many 
years in America and had become a naturalized citizen of 
that country, Imd comeback to Korea quietly and was a wan* 
ing ait opportunity to make himself usef ul. Su Kwang-bihn 
bad also come back from exile in Japan and others who had 
been kept sedulously in the background because of their 
liberal tendencies all came forward and received recognition 
by the king and were put again in line of political preferment. 
So rapid was ihe progress of this movement that by the mid¬ 
dle oF December the king found himself moved to form a new 
cabinet composed almost entirely of men who hid been fore* 
most In the attempt of itt&i, as the following list will show 
The Ministers were Kim Hong-jip, Yu Kibjtin, Pak Youg- 
|iyt>, Sfi Kivangbiitu, Chu Ueni-y fm H Sin Keui-sdn, Vm Sc- 
yfing> 0 Yun juiig. Kins Vuu-stk, Pak Chong*yimg and Yt 
Chn riiyiiii. Ae the vitne time Dr. Jiisohu was employed as 
adviser to the Privy Council for n term of ten years. f 5 

This era of change also affected the Korean Army. The 
various regiments in Seoul* numbering Eve* had heretofore 
been under wholly independent and separate commands but 
now they were all placed in the hands of the War Depart- 
meat. their names were chatigedaud many mtu were dropped 
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l^caii-c of age mid younger men wbk appointed in their 
placid The tactics that hud bc^n taught were given tip and 
the Japanese tactics were introduced instead. 

We have referred to ihe Privy Council. This was an 
advisory board or council composed of some forty men whose 
business it was ti> take up and discuss all important govern* 
tnetU nialters, rand it was supposed to have n sort of veto 
power. It exercised this power for about three years but lost 
it when the Independence: Club wan overthrown. Theeivrii^ 
personnd of this Council was progressive and pro-Japanese* 
There pin i*e no question thai the machinery was now all 
complete whereby Korea could be governed properly* There 
w£f* no great obstacle in the way. All that was needed was 
that no serious blunders sli-uuld be made and tlicit the Japan¬ 
ese should act firmly but wisely. At the same time there was 
a strong pressure being exerted behind the scenes in the op¬ 
posite direction and, as we shall see. not without effect. And 
so the year 18^4 came to a close and the new’ year opened 
with great promise of bettef things to come. On the fifth of 
tile new year the king went to the Ancestral Temple and ill 
the most solemn manner took an oath to carry out the re¬ 
forms already determined upon ami partly inaugurated. It 
ts imnereasjiry Xu give this oath an full but only to enumerate 
the principal points. After a long preamble in which the 
king declares his intention lo uphold the government as an 
independent urn: he gimmntetrs specifically that— 

( 0 All thought of dependence ou China shall be put 
away. 

iz\ The line nf succession and rank in the Royal Family 
shall be clearly marked. 

0* King shall at tend to public business in person 

and in consultutint! with his minister^, and the Queen shall 
nut interfere in government matters. 

(4) The affairs of the Royal Household shall be kept 
quite distinct frum the general government. 

{5) The duties of Ministers and other officials shall be 

clearly defined, 

f*) Taxes stall be regulated by law and additions to 
them are forbidden. 
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1 7) The assessment* colleeiJipii and dbhurseiueiit of the 
ha Mon a] revenue shall be in the bands of the Fiimnct Depart¬ 
ment. 

*S) ThcexpfciKor the Royal Household shall be re¬ 
duced, that the example may become a law to the other de* 
part mems, 

{^) An annnnl budget shall be made out so as to regulate 

the management of the revenue. 

<tu) The Saws governing local officials shall be speedily 
ret ted in ordti that their various functions, may be different 
tinted. 

( 11 ) Intelligent young men shall be sent to foreign 
cnntilr 1 fs to si ud y„ 

In) A method Tor the instruction of military officers 
mtd a mode of enlistment for soldiers *hall he determined 
upon. 

(131 Civil and criminal law must lie clearly defined and 
strictly adhered to and imprison meat and hues In excess of 
the law are prohibited, 

(14) Men *tralL lx employed irrespective o i their origin* 
Ability alone shall detemi;;tca man’* eligibility whether iu 
Seoul or in th^ country. 


CHAPTER XX. 


The ex Regent * influence . r ,The queeuV laiiacnee-continued rt- 

f firm a . King adopts new title . .Cruel punish menu AhohHlied 
, . Arch dciSirhBhei!. Vini Chi-ho., Korea aStoms!0:4 at Japan- 

efi* victory ow.Chiller .. .JUrthlhist tuntik* idlrm-«ri In, Setntl- 

Vi Chart'yong haimh^ . „ ttiUtjrcmtteco May . luk Vong^byti 
.. ajcain Kiatudml ,„ e AtnmiMn Mining cvoeeannin .. Cotmt 
JflcMiyc iftirw 1T diolcfj... ofiicinl dait^c, . (yluciitioml ie(onti 
arrival ol VUeouat Mumi policy Mnmi direct¬ 

ly implicated m inturlet at h|uc?u ttfuavc not concerned .. . jup- 
nucae Government ignorant of Minm 1 * pkrt 

The yvaf 1895 was big with history* Its events created 
si strung arid lusting impression upon tht wbule Korean peo- 
pic- mid it is in the light nf these events that the whole 
subsequent history at the country mml lie interpreted, The 
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year opened in apparent prosperity. The king had taken 
oath to govern according to enlightened principles and had 
exhorted his officials to adhere strictly to the reform pro¬ 
gram, protesting that U he himself failed to do so it would 
bean offence against Heaven. The Tl-wdii-gttn had retired 
from public life but ss his son f the brother of the king, was 
Minister of the Household and his grandson Yi Chut^ytmg 
held a position near the king, there ran be no doubt that in 
a private way the Tfl-wnn gun exercised fully as much In- 
fluence as he had done while in active office. It is necessary 
to bear in mind that the enmity of the queen against the 
ex-Regent extended to the sons of ihe latter and in spite of 
the terms of the king's oath constant pressure was brought 
to bear upon the king from that direction. Whatever be 
the reason, we ind that in January Yj Chun-youg wau> Sent 
to Japan as Korean Minister, an act that was really in favor 
of the anti-Regent faction since it temporarily removed one 
of the chief actors from the immediate stage. 

As the king had sworn to pay personal attention to the 
details of government it was deemed advbablt; to remove the 
cabinet meeting place to the palace itself. Whether this 
was it! accord with the spirit of the reforms may be doubled, 
for it worked directly for the complete centralization of 
power which later caused a reversal of the whole govern¬ 
mental policy. 

The progress of the ^-called reforms went on apace- 
The outside, the integuments, were changed, whatever may 
or may not have happened in the iunet mind. The king 
baggy sleeves which had distinguished the true yu tig-bnu 
were done away aud the side ooeiiings of the long coats were 
sewed up. The width of the hat brims was curtailed and 
other minor change were effected. A salutary change was 
made by putting power into the hands of the ministers ol 
state to carry out the work of their respective offices accord¬ 
ing to law without referring every thing to the central guv* 
eminent, excepting in very important cases wbtire it affected 
other depart clients. The immemorial customs regarding the 
sal mat ions of inferiors to superiors and vic£ were 

largely done away and tnore democratic rules formulated. 
The Home Minister undertook to correct many abuse* in the 
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country. to ferret out cases where cultivated laud returned 
no revenue* because of the indirection of the tpum* and by 
tliis means the revenue of the government was very largely 
augmented. 

At the advice of the leading members of the Cabinet 
His Majesty adopted the title of Tu gnn-jn Pyt-ha \ 

hi place of his former title of Chan-tita This 

elevated him to a position somewhat higher than that of 
Wang (jE) but still much lower than the title of emperor 
which he later assumed. All other members of the Royal 
Family were likewise elevated one degree. 

At l hi* time r* radical change was made in the manner 
of punishing criminals. The cruel forms of execution and 
of torture which had always prevailed were done away and 
more humane methods instituted* Decapitation was done 
Hwny and strangulation substituted. This worked no relief 
for the criminal but the horrible spectacle of public decapita¬ 
tion was relegated to the past. 

A large number of men who bad been banished or who 
had fled the country because of connection with the troubles 
of i £84 and other years, were pardoned and their relatives 
were again recognked as eligible to office. 

On the native New Year which occurred in February the 
king issued an important edict saying that office should be 
given not onlv to men of noble blood but to others of good 
character and attainments, and he ordered that sueb tneu be 
selected and sent up From the country as candidates for 
official position. This was very pleasing to the country 
people and was hailed as a genuine sign of political renova¬ 
tion, At the same time the ancient arch outside the West 
Gate was demolished. This arch was the only remaining 
sign oF Chinese suzerainty and ks demolition broke Ihc last 
visible thread which bound Korea to her great patron. We 
say visible advisedly, for there Can be no doubt thal the in- 
trhuuc loyalty of the vast majority of Koreans to China was 
still practically unimpaired. 

On February thirteenth Yun Chi-ho returned from 
tntmy years" sojourn in America and China where be had 
gained l genuine insight into truly enlightened government, 
and ht> return to Korea would have been a must happy 
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augury hsid there been enough enlightened sentiment m 
the country to form a basis for gen nine as dials ugmsbed 
from superficial reform. 

Meanwhile the Japanese were carrying everything before 
them in Mandlttrb and the end had now come, The Korean 
government therefore sent a special envoy to the Japanese 
headquarters on the held -aX Flai-cheng, cun granulating them 
□pou their brill rant successes. Soon after this the war ter- 
initialed with the treaty of Shimon oseki by the terms of which 
Chinn ceded to Japan southern Manchuria, aild the island of 
Formosa, abjured all interest in Korea and \md an enormous 
indemnity. The result astonished the Korean* bill po strong 
was the feeling in favor of China that very many still dung 
in the idea that China would pay the money and then go to 
work preparing for a much greater struggle Aith the vic¬ 
torious Japanese. 

Since the year F456 Buddhist monks had Wd forbidden 
to enter Seoul. This was part of the general i*ilicy of this 
dynasty to give Buddhism no political foothold. N T ow the 
Japanese secured Imtn the government a reinstatement of 
the Buddhists in Ihetr original position and tor the first tune 
in four centuries and a half the mendicant monk with 
his wooden gong and rosary lagged on the streets of 
Seoul 

In April .1 great misfortune overtook the house of the 
ex Regent. His grandson, Yt Chun-yotsg* nephew to the 
king:, was arrested ;tnd charged with having connived with 
f&ng/l&jki and others to depose the king and assume the reins 
of power, It was not shown that Vi Chun-yong had been n 
main mover in I he scheme nr that he bad even fsivnrcri the 
idea, hut the ver> fact that his ti nine hud been used in such 
a connection was enough in ^eod him into b.iiiishitieni on 
the island of Kvo-dong + off K:iu£ wha* Four other nu n con¬ 
nected with Ihi* affair were executed. This was a severe 
blow la the cx-Regent and dkl much lo bring hiuito the paint 
which made passible the terrible events of the following 
October 

The sixth of June witnessed a great celebration in Seoul* 
which has gone dowti in history us In depends lice F>nv A ftte 
was held in tht "'Old Falatt" which exceeded in LiriUiiMtcy 
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anysimilar demonstration si ace the opening of Korea to 
foreign relations 

It was inevitable that, from the moment of Ins arrival id 
Korea, Pok Yong-byo should be at sward’s points with the 
Ti-wAn-gun, for the returned refugee represented the radical 
win ft of the reform pa rty, which the ex-Regent had always 
bitterly opposed; and besides the presence of such a strung 
Qian would necessarily subtract from the influence of the 
aged but autocratic prince. It is probable that ihe Japanese 
brought Pak Yonghyo back to Korea under the itipressiou 
that he would prove a willing instrument in their hands p but 
they soon discovered that he had ideas and opinions of his 
own and Shat he was working rather for Korea than for 
Japan, He failed to fall in with some of the plans which 
would help the Japanese but at the expanse of Korea and, in 
fine* be became something of an embarrassment to his former 
benefactors. Mean while the king ami queen were both at¬ 
tached to hbu + arid this fur several reasons He was a near 
relative of the king and would have no cause for desiring a 
change in the status of the reigning house; in ihe second 
place lie was 3 determined enemy of ihe TA-wun-gun* and in 
the ihird place he was sure to work against a too liberal 
policy toward the Japanese, This altitude of Increasing 
friendliness between him and the Royal family was a further 
cause of uneasiness to the Japanese, although Count Inouye 
himself had done much to win the good will of the queen* 
Finally Fak YougTiyo had wots the lasting gratitude of the 
king and queen by exposing the machinations of Yi Chun- 
yoiiR- 

The ex-Regent was determined that pak Yoog-hyo 
should he gotten out of the way. To this end he concocted 
a scheme which, with the probable sanction of the Japanese, 
seemed to promise success. He laid before the king certain 
grave charges of treason against Puk T which, though not 
believed either by the king or the queen, convinced ihctn 
that it would be impossible to shield him from probable de¬ 
struction; for the people still called him a traitor, the ex-Regeat 
would spare no pains to see him put out of the way and it 
was evident that the Japanese would uot take any strong 
mcaittres to protect him. The queen called him up and 
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advised him lo make good hfe escape before actum could be 
taken on the charge of treason. He complied and forth with 
reaped again ti. Japan, He had not as yet broken with 
itic Japanese and ibey were doubtless glad ta help him away- 
It was early in July that lie passed off ihe stag-* perhaps* inr 
ever, and thus there were lost iu Kur^.* the sic rtf ices of one of 
the roust genuinely patriotic Koreans x*t modern times- U the 
Japanese could have dctrriruiTledly put the cx-Rcgehl lit the 
background and allowed Fak Youg-hyo to work out hss 
plans on terms of amity with the Royal family all the evils 
which followed might easily hive been averted* It was this 
act P as we believe* of allowing the ex Regent to carry out 
his scheme of personal revenge that Caiisvd the whole trouble 
and there never wa> a rime, before or Since, when brighter 
hopes for Korea were more ruthlessly sacrificed. 

But progressive measures kept on apace and during July 
the government issued new aud important mining, quarantine 
and army regulations and organ lied a domes lie postal system. 
A valuable mining concession in the district of liu-sau in the 
north was granted to an American syndicate, a iraiiftactioo 
Shat has proved tkt most profitable, a[ least to the foreigner, 
of any attempt lo open up the resources of Korea, 

Near the end of the month Korea suffered the misfor¬ 
tune of seeing Count Inottye retire from the Legation in 
Seoul and return to Japan* Never did the Japanese have 
such need of a strong and upright man in Seoul and never 
had a Japanese Minister in Scon! opportunity for greater 
distinction. There are those who believe that he despaired 
of accomplishing anything so long as the two opposing fac¬ 
tions in Seoul were led by personalities so strong and so im¬ 
placable in their mutual hatred as the queen and the ex- 
Regent, It is not unlikely that he felt that until one qr 
other of these should be permanently removed from the field 
of action there could be no real opportunity fur the renova¬ 
tion of Korea. This by no means implies Thai be desired 
such removal to be effected by forcible means taut it is not 
unnatural la suppose that be must have given expression to 
the conviction as to the futility of doing anything under 
existing conditions in the peninsula. There have been some 
who have believed that the Japanese authorities in Tokyo 
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deter ruined ujkmi the removal of the obstacle in Seoul by any 
mean* in their power, Subsequent events gave some color 
to this surmise but we cannot and do not believe that the 
Japanese government was 4 parly to the plot which ended in 
the tragedy of the following October bin that a fanatical and 
in judicious Japanese Minister to Korea privately gave his 
sanction to an ael which the Japanese government would 
have sirrnly forbidden had they been consulted. 

The summer of 1895 wit nested the first serious epidemic 
of cholera iu Korea since the far more destructive one of 
tftW6, Special plague hospitals were erected in Seoul and in 
spite oF their temporary and inadequate nature the foreign 
pTolestaM^ini^^si Hiaries of Seoul, who were iu charge, accom¬ 
plished very much in the way of local relief It is impossible 
to say what the total mortality in Seoul was h to say nothing 
of the country at large, but it js probable that ten or twelve 
thousand people died in the Capital before the subsidence of 
the epidemic. 

The forces which worked to the expulsion of Fok Yong- 
hyo also operated to curtail the term of banishment of \ i 
Chun-ynug who was recalled from Kyo dong Island on 
August 6 lli, but even the ex-Rcgettt could not secure the 
residence of his grandson in Seoul, so be sent the young map 
to Jh,jmh, since which lime he has been slumbered with the 
political refugees and has never been able to think of return¬ 
ing to his native land. After the departure of Count 
Intiuye, who had enjoyed the partial confidence of the queen, 
the ex-RegentV prospects improved to such an extent that 
sewml of the ministers of state who were well affected toward 
Her Majesty were removed and others substituted; especialJy 
siKnifiaint wns the removal of the king’s brother Yi CM- 
my fin from the Ministry of the Household. Ashe was the 
son of the ex-Regent, this would seem to be a defeat for that 
faction but, in Fact, his removal from that position was a 
tiiwury Step to Lhe carrying out of llic: ildugvruUb plot 
which was already being formulated in the mind of the 
queen 1 * determined enemy. 

This summer, which witnessed so many curious con- 
trudie turns. was further distinguished by a determined effort 
in the line of education. The Educational Department pro- 
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jected a Normal school and a beginning was made. One 
hundred and seventeen young men were sent io study In 
Japan and other measures of ks*er importance were carried 

uut. 

On ihe Bf?nt day of September Viscount Miura arrived 
from Japan to assume the duties of Minister, Over a mouth 
find elapsed since the departure of Count luouyt. The 
Viscount was an enUihsmstlc Buddhist and evidently belonged 
io the old rather iliau the new Japan He was, withal, 
a strenuous man amt is said to have con side red the settlement 
of the Korean difficulties merely a matter of prompt and 
vigorous action. At the time of his arrival the ex-Regent 
was living at His sum user-house near the river and from the 
Very first he was in close relations with the new Japanese 
Minister, It was quite evident that the latter hail espoused 
the cause of thr ex-Regent as against the queen and that 
instead of trying to dose the breach which was constant L y 
widening between these two powerful personages he was pre¬ 
paring to make use of ibis estrangement'to further whai be 
supposed to be the interests of japan. Min Yong-wbau, the 
most powerful of the queen's friends, was sent to America 
as Minister; and everything was ready for the coup which 
had undoubtedly been determined Upon. From the mass of 
conflicting evidence, charge and counter charge, it is difficult 
to escape the fallowing conclusion. There were two dif¬ 
ferent policies held by political parties in Japan as to the best 
way to handle the Korean questions one was what wir may 
call the radical policy which advocated strong measures and 
the instant and complete overthrow of all opposition to the 
will of japan in the peninsula i the other, or conservative, 
policy looked to the attainment of, the same object by gradual 
and pacific -menu*# It seems that the failure ul Count Inonye 
to accomplish anything definite in the line of a Settlement of 
internal distentions at Seoul resulted in the appointment of 
Viscount Miura as an exponent of the extreme radical 
policy. He was supposed to do prompt work but what that 
work would be perhaps neither he nor his constituency saw 
clearly before his arrival on the soeiie. It would be going 
much too far to my that the assassination of ihe queen was 
once thought of. and yet it is more than likely that those 
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most conversant with conditions in Seoul felt that by some 
ineanE or other her enormous influence must be permanently 
checked and that affairs must be so managed that she should 
have nothing more to do it* the handling of (inestions of 
state. How this was to be accomplished neither Miura nor 
any of hit advisers knew until he came and looked over the 
held. 

For this reason it is easy to see how the ex-Regent would 
be the first man in Korea with whom the Japanese Minister 
wotlid wish to consult, and it is certain that the Tft-wun-guu 
would have but one word to say as to the solution of the 
difficulty. His experience of twenty years had convinced 
him that there was only one wav to accomplish the object 
which the Minister had in view and while Viscount Miura 
naturally shrunk from adopting that course it would sec or 
he too was at lost convinced that it was the only feasible 
plan. That He actually advised it in the first instance we do 
not believe, but that he fell in with the plan which others 
suggested and which they offered to carry through without 
his personal intervention there can be no doubt whatever, 
Nor can there be any question as to where the responsibility 
for the tragedy rests; not with the Japanese Government, 
surety, except ic-so far as its appointment of such a mail to 
the difficult post of Minister to Seoul may i effect upon its 
wisdom. 

It has sometimes been hinted that Count lironye upon 
his return to jnpan advocated some such policy as that 
which was carried out by Marquis Mi nra but there is nothing 
to indicate that this is other than a libel, for the whole 
career of that able statesman gives the lie to such suspicions 
and His dispatcher, to his government show the very opposite 
spirit from that intimated ill these slanderous report*. For 
instance we have the extract from his reports read in the 
Japanese Farliauiciir in which he says ; 

On one occasion the queen observed tome, “Itwisa 
miittei o' extreme regret tu me that the overtures made bv 
rnc toward Japan were rejected. The TA-wtim.gnii, on the 
other band, who showed his unfriendliness toward japan, 
was assissted by the Japanese Minister to rise in power." 
In reply to this I gave as fat as I could an explanation of 
these things to the queen and after allaying her suspicions I 
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fui-tlier explained that it was the true and sincere desire of the 
emperor and government of japan to place the independence 
of Korea on a firm basis and in the meantime to strengthen 
the Royal House of Korea. In the event of any member of 
the Royal family, or indeed any Korean, attempting treason 
against the Royal Boti-e. I gave ttie assurance that the Jap* 
anese Government would not fall to protect the Royal 
House even by force of arms. 

This unequivocal promise of protection was made by 
Count Inouyt just before his departure inf Japan and we do 
not and cannot believe that he expressed anything but his 
honest seatimenU and those of the government that was 
back of him. It has been urged that the action of the Japan¬ 
ese Government in acquitting Viscount Miura in the face of 
the evidence given proves the complicity of that government 
in the outrage and its previous knowledge that it w t &s to be 
perpetrated* but this does not necessarily follow. That gov¬ 
ernment was doubtless unwilling to stultify itself by ac¬ 
knowledging that its accredited minister to Korea was actually 
guilty of the crime indicated in the charge. This attempt to 
evade the responsibility was of Course futile. There was no 
escape from the dilemma in which that government was 
placed bus; the deduction that it was particefis crimims in the 
events of October Sth is unbelievable. It was the work of 
Viscount Mi Lira -iud of his staff and of them alone, as is 
shown by the follow ing extract from the Dvcisan of the Jap¬ 
anese Court of Preliminary Inquiry* which court sat m 
Hiroshima in January 1S96* 


CHAPTER XXI. 

Decision of Hifothitn* Court on queen's assawKnation *. .Mhira H a ea- 
tiEruue of Brtuahon_Approached by T^-wmi-gnu ... pledge* re¬ 
quired pF cw-Regenl Migm's i Bltniction - preparatid U* com¬ 

plete . The render on* it the T&wGa-gun** dimmer pluct . & 
final cxhtirlatiOH . joining the Korean troops outside the West 
Gate . The nsuve on tbe palace . . the entrance . , , Royal quarter* 
surrounded The search for (be queen . tbc assassination „ 
Viscount Mmra arrive* OP the scene all audience ...Otbcrrep* 
Tcsentaliw arrive and rce the king. . .-Minn diseinitnj any con- 
nectiPR with the plot ., degradation of the queen.** .foreign rep¬ 
resentative! refuse to recog m sir it....Mmra rwAiled. 
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append the decision of the Hiroshima Court in full 
as it gives the fullest and probably tbe most nearly correct 
account of the events which led Up to the assassination of 
the queen. It reads as follows:— 

“Okamoto Ky lid os uke. Adviser to the Korean Depart¬ 
ments of War and the Household, etc, 

“Mitira Qoro, Vicount, SI10 Sam mi, First class order. 
Lieutenant General, etc. 

“Stigimura Fukashi, Sho Rokui. First Secretary of Le¬ 
gation. and forty-five others. 

“Having, in compliance with the request of tbe Public 
Procurator conducted pftli min ary eritninalioiis in the case 
of murder and sedition brought against the above-mentioned 
Okamoto Ryuoosuke and forty-seven others and that of wil¬ 
ful homicide brought against Htrayama IwawO, we find as 
follows 

“The accused, MiuraGoro, assumed his official duties as 
His Imperial Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary at Seoul on Sept, rst, 1S95, According to 
his observations, things tn Korea were tending in the wrong 
direction, The court was daily growing more and more ar¬ 
bitrary, and attempting wauton interferanoe with the conduct 
of state affairs. Disorder and confusion were in this way in¬ 
troduced into the system of administration that had just been 
reorganized under the guidance and advice of the Imperial 
government. The court went so far in turning its face upon 
Japan that a project was mooted for disbanding the fCttttrui- 
iai troops, drilled by Japanese officers, and for punishing 
their officers. Moreover a report came to the knowledge of 
the said Miura that the court bad under contemplation a 
scheme for usurping all political power by degrading some 
and killing others of the Cabinet Ministers suspected of devo¬ 
tion to the cause of progress and independence 

“Under these eireninstances he was greatly perturbed in¬ 
asmuch as he thought that the attitude assumed by the court 
pot only showed remarkable ingratitude toward this country 
which had spent labor and money for Korea, but was also 
calculated to thwart the work of internal reform and jeopar¬ 
dize the independence of tbe kingdom. The policy pnrsued 
bv the court was consequently considered to be injurious to 
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Kor«», as well as prejudicial in no small degree to the inter¬ 
ests of this country. The accused felt it to be of urgent im¬ 
portance to apply an effective remedy to this utate of affairs, 
so as on the one hand to secure the independence of the Ko¬ 
rean kingdom and on the other to maintain the prestige of 
this empire in that country. While thoughts like, these agi¬ 
tated hi» mind, he was secretly approached by the Tri-wOn- 
P>“ with a request for assistance, the Trine* being in¬ 
dignant at the untoward turn that events Wert taking and 
having determined to undertake the reform of the court and 
thus discharge bis duty of advising the king The accused 
then held at the legation a conference with Sugimura Fuka- 
ahi and Oka mo to Rvunosnke ou the 3rd of October The 
decision arrived at was that assistance should be rendered to- 
the Tfl-wfin-gun’s entrance into the palace by tucking use of 
the Japanese drilled Korean soldiers who being hated by the 
court fell themselves in danger, and of the young men who 
deeply lamented the course of events, and also by causing 
lhe Japanese troops stationed in Seoul to offer their support 
to the enterprise. It was further resolved that this op 
pommity should be availed of for taking the life of the 
queen, who exercised overwhelming influence in the court. 
They at the Same time thought it necessary to provide against 
the possible danger of the Tfi-wun-gun s interfering with the 
conduct of State affairs fa future—an interfere net that might 
prove of a more evil character than that which it was now 
sought to overturn. To this end, a document containing 
pledges required of the Ta-wun-gnn on four points was 
drawn by Sigimura Fnkushi. The document was carried to 
the country residence of the Ta-wun-guu on the 13th of 
the month by Okamoto Ryunosuke, the kilter being on in- 
innate terms with His Highness.' 6 After informing the Ta- 
wuu-gnn that the turn of events demanded His Highness 1 in¬ 
ter vent ion once more, Okumoto presented the document to tile 
Privce saying that it embodied what Minister Minraexpected 
from bun. The Ta-wumgttn, together with bis sou and grandson 
gladly consented to the coridit ion# proposed and also wrote a let¬ 
ter guaranteeing his good faith. MioraGoroand others decided 
to carry out the concerted plan by the middle of the month. 
Fearing lest Okawoto's visit to the Ta-wun-gno's residence 
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Should excite suspicion and lead to the exposure of their 
plan* it was given our that h t had proceeded thither simply 
for (he purpose of taking leave of the Prince before depart¬ 
ing for tiome T and to impart ad appearance of probability 
to tbbi report, it was decided that Qkauioto should leave 
Seoul for Chemulpo and be took bis departure from the 
capital on the sixth. On the following day An Kyiing- 
su* the Minister of War* visited the Japanese Legation 
by order of the court. Referring to the projected disbanding 
of the Japanese drilled Korean aoldicis, he asked the Japan¬ 
ese MinisierV views on the subject* It w;j& now evident 
that the moment had arrived, and that no more dday should 
be Muira Goro and Sugimura, Fukashi consequently 

determined tu carry out the plot on the nigh: of that very day* 
On the one hand* a telegTsm was sent toOkanioto requesting 
him to come back To Seoul at once, and on the other, they 
delivered to Horigiuzbi Kumaichi a paper containing a detailed 
program concerting the entry of the T^wud-gun into the 
palace and caused him to mee t Okamoto at Yang-saii so that they 
might proceed to enter the palace. Miura Gory further issued 
instructions to Umayaban Miihou, commander of the Jap 
anese hatallion in Seoul. ordering him to facilitate the IVwun* 
gun f s entry into the palace by directing the disposition of the 
Japanese drilled Korean troops and by calling out the Imperi¬ 
al farce for their support. Minra also summoned the accused 
Adachi Kcusko and Kunitomo Sbtgea.kir& + nod requested them 
to collect l heir friends, meeting Okamoto at Yong-sttii and 
act as the Ta-wun-gun's body-guard on the occasion of His 
Highness' entrance into the palace. Miuta told therm that 
ou the success of the enterprise depended the eradioitiou of 
the evils th at had done so much mischief to l he kingdom for 
the past twenty year*, and instigated them to dispatch the 
Queen when they entered the palace. Miura ordered vbe 
accused Ggiyara Kidejiro to proceed to Yong-san. at the head 
of The police force under him, and after consultation with 
Okamoto to take such steps a* might be necessary to expedite 
the Ta wuu-gun's entry into the palace, 

ftl The accused, Sugiinurm Fnhsshi, summoned Suzuki 
Shigcmoto and Asa yam p Kenzo io the Legation and acquaint¬ 
ed them with the projected enterprise, directed the former to 
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send tbe accused, Suzuki Junken, to Yong-san lo act as inter¬ 
preter and tiie latter to carry the news to a Korean named Yi 
Chnwhe, who was known to be a warm advocate of the Ta- 
wim-guu s return to the palace. Sugitnura further drew up 
a manifesto, explaining the reasons of the Ta-miu-gun's 
entrance into the palace and charged Ogiwara Hidcjiro to 
deliver to Horiguchi Kumflichi. 

"The accused Itungucht Ktimaichi at once departed for 
Yong-san on horse-back. Ogiwara Hidejiro issued orders to 
the policemen that were off duty to put ou civilian dress, 
provide themselves with swords and proceed to Yoog-san. 
Ogivrara also himself went to the same place. 

“Thither also, repaired by his order the accused VVuta- 
natw Takajiro, Oda Yoshimitsu. Nanai Kishiro. Kiwaki Suk- 
nnori and Sakai Masatam. 

"The accused Yokowo Yu taro pined the party at Yong- 
san. Asayama K.tmosaw Yt Chu-wheand informed him of the 
projected enterprise against the palace that night. Having 
ascertained that Yi had then collected a few other Koreans and 
proceeded toward the Ta-wun-gun’s place Asa mi at once left 
for Yoog-san, Suzuki Sbigfiliioto went to Yong*san in com¬ 
pany with Suzuki Junket) The accused Arfachi Kenzo and 
Kutmomo Shigeakira, at the instigation of Muira, decided to 
murder the Queen and took steps to collect accomplices, 
Iwenty-fnnr others {names here inserted) responded to the 
call, by Miura's order, to net as body-guard to the Ta-wun -gtm 
on the occasion of his entrance into the palace. Hirnyama 
Iwahiko and more than ten others were directed by Adachi 
Kenzo and otbtrs to do away with the Queen and they decided 
to follow the advice. The others who were not admitted into 
the secret but who joined the party from mere curiosity also 
carried weapons. With the exception of KmiUomu Shigeakira 
Tsukinori and two others all the accused went To Yong-san in 
cotnpaay ^ith Adachi K^uxa. 

■‘The accused Okamotc Ryunosuke on receipt of a tele¬ 
gram Saying that time was urgent at once left Ubernulpo for 
Seoul. Being informed on his way, at about midnight, that 
Hoshigncbi Keanaichi was waiting for him at Mapa he 
proceeded thither and met the persons assembled there. 
There he received from Miura Goro the draft manifesto aU 
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ready alluded to, and other documents, After he hod con¬ 
sulted with two or three other* about the method of efiectiug 
an entrance into the palace the whole party started for the 
Ta-wun-gun's place with Okamqto as their leader. At about 
three o'clock a, to, on the eighth of Gctober/hey left the 
Prince's place escorting tmu in his palanquin, with Vi Chu- 
whe and other Koreans. When on the point of departure* 
Okanioto assembled the whole party outside the gale of the 
Prince's residence and declared that on entering the palace 
the "Fox" should be dealt with according ns exigency might 
require, the obvious purport of this declaration to instigate 
his followers to murder Her Majesty the Queen* As the 
result of this declaration, Sakai Mara turn jud a few others, 
who had not yet been initiated into the secret, resolved to 
act in accordance with the suggestion. Then slowly proceed¬ 
ing toward Seoul, the party met the Japanese drilled Korean 
troops outside the West Gate w here they waited some time 
for the arrival uf the Japanese troops. With the Korean 
troops as vanguard I he party then proceeded toward the 
palace at a more rapid rate. On the way they were joined 
by Kuuitomo Fbigeakirn and four other?. The accused 
Husamoio, Yastimaru and Oum Shigehiko also joined the 
party having been requested by Umagahara Mubon to accom¬ 
pany as Interpreters the military officers charged with the 
supervision of the Korean troops. About dawn the whole 
party entered the palace through the Kwangwha Gale and at 
once proceeded to enter the inner chambers." 

At this point the recital of the facts abruptly stops and 
the court goes on to state that in spite of these proven facts 
there is not sufficient evidence to prove that any of the 
Japanese actually committed the crime which had been con¬ 
templated, and all the accused are discharged. 

It is very much to the credit of the Japanese authorities 
that they frankly published these ioenuunating facts and did 
not attempt to suppress tbelli. Their action discharging the 
accused was a candid statement that in spite of the actual 
proof which they adduce it would not be possible to punish 
the perpetrators of the outrage, for Miura had been sent as 
the accredited Minister of Japan and his acts, through un¬ 
foreseen by his superiors could not but partake of an official 
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character, and therefore the onus of the affair must fall cm 
the Japanese Government, This is the effect that was pro¬ 
duced in the public mind, ami while the Japanese Govern - 
tnent as such must be acquitted of any intention or desire to 
secure the assassination of the Queen, yet it can scarcely 
escape the charge of criminal carelessness in according to the 
Korean Court a representative who would so far forget the 
dignity of his position as to plan and encourage the perpetra¬ 
tion of such a revolting crime. 

The description of the scene 35 given by the Hiroshima 
court slops, abruptly with the entrance into the palace before 
the actual business of the day began. It k necessary for us 
to take up the narration from that point. The buildings 
occupied by the King and Queen were near the back of the 
palace enclosure almost half a mile from the front gate, so 
that "be Japanese and Korean force accompanied by the tx- 
Regent had to traverse a loug Succession of passage-ways 
through a great mass of buildings before reaching the object 
of their search. Some of the palace guard were met on the 
way and easily pushed aside, some of them being killed, among 
whom was Col. Hong. When the Japanese arrived at the 
buildings occupied by their Majesties a part of them formed 
about it in military order guarding all tbe approaches, but 
they did not enter the building. A crowd of Japanese civil¬ 
ians commonly believed to be soski. * Q d a considerable num¬ 
ber of Koreans, all heavily armed, rushed j u io [hc R oyal 
quarters. A part of the crowd went into the presence of the King 
brandishing their weapons but without direcLlv attacking his 
person uor that of the Crown Prince who stood beside h,m. 
Another part of the crowd tanged through the apartments 
of the Queen, string palacewomen and demanding Information 
ax to the whereabouts of the Queen. They met Yi Kyfing-jik 
the Minister of the Household before the Queen’s apartments 
and at once cut him down, bnt he managed to crawl into the 
presence of the King, where he was despatched by the Jap¬ 
anese. The Queen «n found in one of the rooms which con¬ 
stituted her suite and was ruthlessly cut down. U is impos- 
Mble to state with absolute certainty whether the blow was 
struck by a Korean or by a Japanese but the overwhelming 
probability is that it was done by one of the armed Japanese 
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The body was wrapped in some sort of blanket, saturated 
with petroltum and burned al the edge of h psne grove 
immediately to the east of the pond which lie* in front of 
the royn! quarters. 

The Rmstl family liad been aware for two days of The 
danger which threatened. The guard* the palace had 
been reduced, ihe arms hpd been taken away and the move¬ 
ments of Japanese troops were very suspicions, 1 hr King 
advised the Queen to go to a place of safety and she said she 
would do MJ if the-Queen Dowager Would also go. but the 
latter refused. Chong Pyfing 4 ia who had been raked to high 
office through the patronage of the Queen bill who had 
struck hands with the Japanese urged with great insistence 
that there was nn danger to Her Majesty's person and it was 
1 he confidence expressed by this traitor that did the most to 
set at rest fh* apprehension, of the King and the Queen* 

During aP the time leading up to these events, I he 
palace guard whs in charge of Gen + Dye but hs* efforts to 
carry out the wishes of His Majesty were continually ibwart- 
ed and ihe guard was merely a nominal one. 

At about the time when the Queen whs being killed the 
Tn-w ft rc^E nn came into the presence of the King and took the 
direction of affairs at the conn. As might be supposed, both 
t he Ki ngand the Crown prince were in anything but an enviable 
frame of mind. They had been pushed about and incited by low 
J&pftneSe and felt that their lives w ere mnmenEerily in danger. 
Col Vi Kvfing jik the Minister of ihe Household Department 
had taken His stand at the door of the Queen tr apartments 
and had there been cut down by the Japanese or Koran* 
but succeeded in making his way, desperately wounded* into 
the presence of the King. He was there stabbed to death by 
the Japanese before tbe eves of His Majesty. This did no* 
tend to reassure Ihe King and the Crown Prince but ihe com¬ 
ing of the TJUwtimgtm tended to quiet them somewhat. Of 
rotirsc they had no idea as yet that the Queen had been 
despatched. 

Before dawn bejpm tn break the K ng learned th;*t Jap¬ 
anese troops were pouring into the barracks in front uf the 
palace, and as some semblance of order had been restored 
in the immediate presence of Hut Maje&ly, a note was sent to 
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haste In the Japanese Minister asking what alt this meant. 
The messenger found Vliura and Sugimura already up and 
dressed and sedan chairs at the door. Miura told the mes¬ 
senger that he had heard that troops hiid been marched to 
the barracks but did not know why. The Minister and his 
secretary thereupon proceeded rapidly to the palace. Im¬ 
mediately upon their arrival all the disturbance suddenly 
quieted down and the sotht dispersed aiuj left the palace 
grounds. The Japanese M'ujster and secretary immediately 
sought an audit nee with J Its Majesty, aocoro pained only by 
an interpreter and another Japanese who had led the soskt. 
The Ti’irdn-gti n was also i>reseui. 

Three documents we e prepared by those present and 
placed before His Majesty for signature, one of them guaran¬ 
teeing that the Cabinet should thereafter manage the affairs 
of the country, the second appointing Yi Ch*-njyun. the 
King’s brother, as Minister of the Household «u place of Vi 
K)ung-jik who had just been killed, and the third appointing 
a Vice-Minister of the Household. These documents the 
li!*tg pet force signed. Whereupon all Japanese troops were 
removed from the palace and only the Japanese-trained 
Korean troops were left as a palace-guard. Later in the day 
Ministers of War and Police were appointed iq the persons 
of Cho Hem-yfin and Kwfin Yfing-jin, both strong partisans 
of the Japanese and doubtless privy to tht attack upon the 
palace and the murder of iht Queen. Tn other words the 
King and court was -urrouoded by men every one of whom 
uerc in m rtip.ithy with the movement which had besn plau- 
ntfii by Yisoomit Miura, 

Very early lit the morning, while it was still scarcely day¬ 
light. Mr. Washer the Russian Charge <T Affaires and Dr. 
Allen the American Ch*r K e £ Affaires ad tHterin came to the 
palace and sought audience with the King but were told that 
the King was unwell and could not see them, Tbev insisted 
however, and succeeded in seeing His Majesty, who told them 
that he still had hopes that the Queen had escaped, aud be¬ 
sought their friendly offices to prevent further trouble 
Other foreign representatives were received latter in the day 

It soon became evident that the Japanese authorities 
in Leaded to deny uoy responsibility for the outrages commit- 
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led. Miura stated in his dispatcher to his government that the 
origin of the imtnU was a conflict bewcen the J&pan£Se*drill- 
ed Korean troops, who desired to lay a complaint before His 
Majesty, and the palace guards who tried to preveat their 
entrance into the palace. Miura even sought to strengthen 
his disclaimer by obtaining from the newly appointed Min¬ 
ister of War a definite official statement that the rumors of 
his (Miura’s) complicity in the affair were without founda¬ 
tion, The document that the Minister of War sent in reply 
proved altogether too much auri defeated its own purpose 1 for 
u stated baldly that there was not a single Japanese in the 
palace on the night of the eighth of October, when the Queen 
was murdered. As this Minister was a creature of the Japan¬ 
ese and a> the presence of Japanese in the palace was clearly 
proved subsequently it is evident that Miura, by this sort of 
trickery * only succeeded in further implicating himself* 

On the ninth, the day after ttie em^utc, i full cabinet was 
appointed composed entirely of Japanese sympathisers, but 
with one or two exceptions they were not privy to the assas 
iiiation of the Queen, though they were willing to profit by 
that eritne m accepting office at the hands of the perpetrators. 
The men appointed were Vi Chfi-myun f Kim Hong-jip, Kim 
Vuu sik, Pak Chong-yang. Kim Sang-hnu, Cho Hetii-yfiti, So 
Kwaug-bomund Chong Pyung-ha. 

One wuuld have supposed that the enemies of the Queen 
would have been satisfied by her death, but not so- On the 
eleventh* three days after her assassination, an edict purport¬ 
ing to have* originated with His Majesty and signed by the 
full cabinet ap[scared in the Court Gazette, In it the Queen 
is charged with having interfered in public matters, disturb¬ 
ed the government and put the dynasty in peril. It is stated 
that sh e has disappeared and that her guilt b excessive; 
therefore she is deposed from her rank as Queen and reduced 
to the level of the lowest class. 

There can be no doubt that this edict is fraudulent. The 
K ing never gave his consent to it and several of the member^ 
of the Cabinet knew nothing about it, notably Sim Sang-huri 
who had already thrown up his position and run away, and 
Pak Chfiug-yang who denounced the nufssrtoiss business and 
resigned > II was put through by a few of the Cabinet who 
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were thoroughly subfiervieut to the Japanese. The Japanese 
Minister in reply to the ammuocenieut of the Quttit's de- 
gradat ion. affected to symp&lb iie with the Korean Government 
but thought it was done for the good of the State. The 
United States Represent4live refused tr> recogriite the deciee 
as coining from His Majesty* and in this Vie wsi> titcouded by 
all the the other Foreign Representatives except one. 

Meanwhile the Japanese government began to learn some¬ 
thing of the truth in regard to the Queen'S lieotti and felt 
called upon to defend itself from the charge u£ complicity in 
the outrage through its accredited Minister. Consequently 
it recalled Miuraartri Sugimura and upon their arrival in 
Japan they were arrested and charged with complicity in the 
matter. The fact of their arrest and trial was a distinct dis¬ 
claimer on the part of the Japanese government that it was 
accessory to the crime; and m spite of the niter inadequacy 
of the trial ftud its almost ludicrous termination wv hold to 
the theory that the Japanese government was not a parly to 
i 1 m_ crime excepting in sc? far as the appointment of such a 
man as Minra ca- he called complicity, 

Bui the vigorous action of Japan in arresting Minra and 
putting him on trial had a strong influence upon the course 
of events in Korea, The Korean public and ail the Foreign 
Representatives were demanding chat the occurrences of the 
eighth of October should be investigated and the responsibili¬ 
ty for the murder of ihe Queen placed where it rightly be¬ 
longed, This in-elf bore strongly upon the Cabinet* but when 
in addition to this the Japanese government itself seemed IP 
be weakening and it appeared that MiUras acts would prove 
to have been irnuulh&rized things begun 10 look rather blach 
for the men who were enjoying office solely through Miura's 
influence, and nit hough the Action was still maintained that the 
Queen was not dead but iu hiding somewhere, the situation 
became more and more strained uuiil at last it became evid¬ 
ent even to the Cabinet that something must be dune to ;e- 
lleve the ftittiflUuti* Accordingly on the 26th of November 
the Foreign Representatives and Several other foreigners 
were invited to the palace and it was announced io 
the presence of His Majesty Unit Cho Heui yfku the Minister 
of War and Kwfin Yung-jin the Chief of Police were dismiss- 
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<d. 1 fiat iht edict degrading the Quwvi rescinded tod 

that the connected with the attack oil the paUec would 
he investigated by the Depirtiueni uf Justice and nil guiky 
perrons tried and punished. At the same lime (he death of 
Her Ma|es|y was forma Sly 3 uiuru need. 

The j*>pn!*r Feeling against the japa Mrs ^tra hied troops 
was so strung that they were dismissed and another guard 
summoned, but as a matter of fact this new guard was compet¬ 
ed almost entirely nf the very iiien who bad formerly imposed 
the Japanese-drilled Corps. 

Tin? position id ITis Majesty dating the months succeed 
injt the attack was anything but comfortable^ He hud no 
voice 111 the direction of affairs. and he considered himself 
practically 1 prisoner in the hand* of the Cabinet. He even 
feared for his life, and fur weeks alt no food except wh.iE wa» 
brought to lit its in a lucked box from friends outside the 
palace, fie hid requested that two or (hiee foreigners should 
come to the palate mch night and be at hand in case of truu- 
ble. fteting that their presence would exert a deterrent in- 
fineitec upon any who might plot injury to his person. 

The half wav measures adopted on Nuv 26th by no 
means satisfied those who wished to see 1 1 is. Majesty frwd 
from practical durance at the hand?* of men thorough!;. ob¬ 
noxious to him, and □ scheme was evolved by a number ai 
Koreans to effect his release by forcible means. The purpose 
of these men was ti Laudable one but the execution of it was 
ilhumunged* On the might of the 34th upwards of a t hornet mi 
Koreans demanded entrance into the palace. They had ;?r- 
ranged with one of the membtrs of the palace guard H inside, 
to open the gate to them, but at the lost moment he faded 
them and they found themselves balked. The palace was in 
some confusion, the King had culled in to bis presence the 
three foreigners who, at his request, were on duty that night, 
but in spite of their Assurances that his person would be pro¬ 
tected it was only natural that excitement should run high* 
The crowd without were shouting wildly and attempting to 
SL-jEe (hr high wall, Jiid the members of the cabincl. Lvfute 
the King, did not know at what moftieiu the guard might 
fierirav them TO the assailants* ind they knew that once te- 
t myed they would br torn to pieces hvithont mercy. They 


3 <*> 


KURKAS Ill&TOKV. 


tried therefore ti> induce (lie Kims lo remove Lo a distant part 
of the palate where he could hide fnr a long time before he 
could he found even though the crowd should effect uti 
entrance?. The night was bitterly cold and the King wits 
but lightly clad, and as the King's person was safe in any 
event, the foreigners who were with him opposed the move 
strongly and at hist were compelled to ust physical force to 
ptevent the change, which would certainly have endangered 
the King's life, Tb-' purpose of The cabinet was thus thwarted 
but as the hours passed it become evident that the men 
outside would not be able fe> effect usi entrance, The shouts 
gradually died away and at last ihe crowd dispersed leaving 
iu the bands of the palace guard three or four men who had 
scaled the wall but had not been followed by the it confreres. 

fu view of ihe anitilde of the Tokyo Government the 
Japanese in Seem) were now entirely quesizeut and the gov¬ 
ernment was landing on its own base The cabinet held its 
own by virtue of the palace giu*rd which was composed of the 
sulditrs trained bv the Japanese* This cabinet and guard 
held together fram necessity, for both knew that should their 
power fail they would be denounced a* traitors and under 
she eireutustances could expect little help from ihe Japanese. 
The cabinet had to tuake a show of investigating the attack 
of Oct. 5th and someone mils! be hilled for having murdered 
the queen! 7 At the same time punishment was to be meted mil 
to The principals in the attempt on the palace on November 
aHih* 

Three men were arrested and charged wish being 
directly implicated in Lhe cram* pf regicide. Of these one 
wa^ certainly innocent and while the second was probably 
privy to the crime* being a lieutenant of the Japanese-trained 
troops, there was no evidence adduced to prove his actual 
participation in the act of assassination. He had not heed 
reinstated in his position in the new guard and be knew 
altogether too much about the existing cabinet. Their 
choice fell upon him as one of the scapegoats. The third 
was Yi ChU'ho# formerly Vice Minister of War. There was 
uo evidence adduced against him at the trial, though from 
other considerations he seems to have been implicated in the 
outrage. He was chosen as the principal one to bear the 
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obloquy of the crime, probably because ( 1) he wu* n hitirT 
fneiixy of the existing cubing and [2) br'C^usc it was neces¬ 
sary fur the sake of appearance to convict and execute some¬ 
one of rank and reputation. As a fact the court did not 
know and never discovered who the actuaE perpetrators were . 
The three men were executed before ihr- end of the year 

Though only three men were arrested lit connection 
with the assassination of the queen thirty-three men were 
a 1 res ted iti connection with the comparatively trivial nftur 
of November ?mh. Their trial proceeded aimtiliaueon-ly 
with ihai of the other three Two of them were condemned 
to death, four to exile for life and fourto three years ini prison- 
men I. To show the kind of evidence 011 which these con vie 
tious were based we will cite the case of Prince Yi ChA-sun 
who was proved to have gotten hold of some compromising 
documents and to have Shown them to ihe King only, instead 
oi to Mr proprr autAvrftirs* namely, of course, the cabinet. 
On these grounds he was sentenced to three years imprison¬ 
ment I 

December and January saw matters move to an inevi¬ 
table climax. The cabinet forced upon ihe people the edict 
ordering the cutting off uf the lap-knot, the distinctive mark 
of Koreaii citizenship. The whole country was 111 a ferment 
and the people, almost ton man* were gnashing their teeth 
at the cabinet. The finding uf the Hiroshima court claimed 
to have freed Miura and his fellows from blame and it was 
rumored that several of them were to return to Korea to lake 
office under the government. Chong Fyiing-ha, a proved 
traitor, had been reinstated m the cabinet as Minister of Agri* 
culture and Cho Heui-yun as Minister ot War, and it was 
reported that Kwun YDng-jir who had fled to japan would 
be made again Chief of Police. It was perfectly evident^ 
therefore, that the grip of the Japanese upon :he king 
through the Goater Cabinet was lightening and that there 
was no escape from it except through heroic measures. 
These measures the king was prepared to adopt rather than 
longer endure the humiliating position to which he seemed 
condemned. At that lime the principal met! to the cabinet 
were Kim Houg-jip p Ch 5 ng Fydng-ha. 0 Yun-jting, Yn Kil- 
jnu. Of these O Yu n-jung seems to have been far less cui- 
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pblc than the resL The king had great confidence in him 
and had he not met his fate at the hands of the Ijcople he 
would probably have been called back to office. 

But now we cmtiie to the important step taken by His 
Majesty to fr« himself from his unpleasant position. He 
determine*] to find a&yltin? in the Russian Legation. C. 
Waebcr was the Russian Minister, h pronounced friend of the 
dead Queen, and a man of great ability, Just bow he was ap¬ 
proached and his consent gained lo the king's scheme is 
not generally known but in view of subsequent events and 
the |wrt thui Russia intended lo play in Korea it is easy to 
see how the Russian Representative would welcome au op¬ 
portunity to do the King such a signal service and one which 
was ol such a pei Sunil character as to render it certain that 
it would never be forgotten* 

The plan was carried out successfully in every detail* 
Women's chairs were caused to be sent in and out the palace 
gates at frequent intervals by day and night until the guards 
had become quite accustomed to them Then on the night 
of the eleventh of February the King and the Crown Prince 
Without escort slipped by the guards in common women's 
chairs and were taken directly to the Russian Legation 
where they were courteously received and given the best 
portion of the Legation building. This act was of course a 
grievous lapse from the dignity that befits a king but under 
the circumstances there much to say by way of excuse. 
Qii the whole it must be coftMdered a mistake .so far as the 
country at large is concerned, for it set m motion a new set 
of factors which probably did more harm lhan the temporary 
enforced seclusion of the King could have done. Il acted as a 
jmtent factor ii> embittering the Japanese Hgaiii.-E Russia and 
opened the door for Russian intrigue which finally hastened 
if it did not actually cause the war at present waging* Had 
Japan been able to preserve the predominance which she 
held in Korea just after the China- japan war she might have 
looked with more or less cmnplaisaucy upon the Russian 
aggression in Manchuria, but when Korea itself became dis¬ 
puted ground the war was inevitable* 

At seven o'clock on the morning of February nth the 
King and the Crown Prince entered the Russian Legation. 
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Several knurs elapsed before the Cabinet its the palace be- 
vaitte aware of the fact. During that interval active operations 
were going on at Ike Russian Legation. The organisation 
of a new cabinet was hastened by summoning from various 
parts of the city such officials as the King conld trust. Pale 
Choqg*yang was made Prime Minister- No time was lost m 
putting out a Royal Edict deprecating the necessity of fating 
refuge in a foreign legation, promising to punish the real 
authors of the Queen's assassination, rescinding the order for 
cutting the inp-knots. This was posted on the gates of the 
Legation and at various points throughout ihe city. 
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Jftriital asd qthcr Jidda infinitive reforms- 

When the public awoke to the momentous fact, a thrill 
of excitement nod, generally. of approval went through the 
whole population of Seoul. The city hummed with excited 
humanity. The streets swarmed with the crowds bent upon 
watching the course of such stirring events. 

Later in the day the King put forth in edict calling upon 
the soldiers to rally to his support and urging them to bring 
the beads of the traitors Cho Heui-ytto, U Pom-sun. Yi To- 
whang, Y* Poih-h#. VI Chin-ho and Kou Yong-jid. But Istci 
still this was totted down to read that these individuals 
should be seized and turned over to the proper authorities for 
trial. 

The reason why the names of Kim Uong-jip, Chong 
Pyung-Ha and otheis of the former cabinet were not iuctuded 
was because they had already met their fate. As soon .i-. it 
became known in the palace that the King had Bed, these 
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men saw that their lives were forfeited. 0 Ytm-jutig managed 
to escape to the country but was set upon and killed hy the 
people, Cho H-eiat-Yuu escaped, Yu KiUjun was spirited away 
to Japan by the Japanese; but Kirn Hong-jip and Chong 
Pyfing-ha found no way of escape. Being seiced by the 
Korean soldiers. were immediately rushed by the crowd and 
killed. Their bodies were hauled to Cbong-no where they 
were stamped upon, kicked, bitten and stoned by a half- 
crazed rabble for hours. A Japanese who happened to be 
passing was set upon by the Crowd and killed and several 
foreigners drawn to the spot by curiosity were threatened. 

The King was shocked when he heard of the summary 
execution of the two mmi seers, whom he intended to give a 
lair trial. Two days Later an edict was promulgated by the 
King deploring the impoverished state of the country and 
laying the blame upon himself; and concluded by remitting 
all arrears of taxes due up to July 1894. The new 
cabinet consisted of the following men Pak Ckoug-yaug. Yi 
Yun-yong. An Ky^ng-su, Ko Yong-heui f Yuu Chi-ho, Yiin 
Yong-gu. Yi Wan*ycmg and Cho Pyung-jik, 

To say that the Japanese were nonplussed by this rmtft 
on the part of the King would be to put it very mildly. All 
their efforts to consolidate their power in Korea and to secure 
there some fruit of the Victory in the war ju^t finished! h;td 
been worse than thrown away. The King had thrown liinv 
self into the anus of Russia and the whole Korean people 
were worked up tu a white heat against Japan, comparable 
only with the feelings elicited by the invasion of 159^ It 
was a very great pity, for Japan was tu a position io do for 
Korea infinitely more than Russia would do. The interests 
of Kotm and japan were identical or at least complementary 
and the mistake which Japan made in Ihe latter half of 1895 
was out whose effects will require decades to efface. 

When the King thus wrenched himself out of Japanese 
hrnids the Japanese papers in Seoul bewailed the fact that 
the country was without a ruler, and almost directly advised 
the people to put someone else on the throne, and this with¬ 
out censure from the J a pan^^ And it is well 

known among Koreans that there was a strong faction among 
the Koreans whu were willing to. attempt to put Yj Cliini^ 
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yong, the grandson of the TS-wura-gun on the throne, bad 
that ambitious young nian been possessed of the requisite 
amount of assurance. Fortunately such was not the case 
iitid the country was saved from further upheaval. 

But the Japanese authorities though thrown into con¬ 
sternation by this radical movement of His Majesty did not 
give lip hope of mending matters. The Japanese M mister 
saw the King at the Russian Legation and urged upon him 
every possible argument for returning to the palace. His 
Majesty* however, being now wholly relieved from anxiety 
as to his personal safely* enjoyed the respite too thorougly to 
cut it short, and so politely refused to change bis place of 
residence. A large number of Japanese in Seoul became 
convinced that Japan had hopelessly compromised herself* 
and left the country, hut the Japanese Government itself by 
no act of word granted that her paramount influence in the 
peninsula was impaired and with admirable sangfir^id took 
up the new line of work imposed upon her by the King's 
peculiar action, meanwhile putting down one more score 
against Russia* to he reckoned with later. 

The country was suffering from the excitement caused 
by the news of the Japanese diplomatic reverses* and the 
people in many districts rose in revolt and declared that they 
would drive nil the Japanese out of the country. These 
efforts were however scattered and sporadic in their nature 
and were successfully quelled by Korean Government troops 
sent down to the various disaffected districts for this purpose. 

Now that it was possible the King hastened to order a 
new investigation of the circumstances attending the death 
of the Queen. It was feared that this would result in n very 
sweeping arrest of Koreans and the punishment of many pco- 
pie oa mere suspicion, but these fears were ill-founded. The 
trials were carried through under the eye of Mr. Greathouse 
the adviser to the Law Department and a man of great legal 
ability Thirteen men were arrested and tried in open court 
without torture and with every privilege of a fair trial. Due 
man Vi Wbi-wha was condemned to death, four banished for 
life and five for lesser periods. This dispassionate trial was 
not the [east of the signs winch pointed toward a ueiv and 
ci]lightened era in Korean political history. 
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Not only in the country but in Seoul as well the prestige 
of Japan hat] suffered greatly by The events of the winter of 
After the Japan-China wa: the Koreans were 
divided into two distinct faction^ one bolding strongly with 
the Japanese and the oilier advocating a more conservative 
polity* but gradually as the political situation began to 
crystalsze these two split into four, namely the Japanese 
faction, the King's faction, the Queen's fact ion, and the Tft- 
wfln-guiTR faction. Then fa merely another way of saying 
that every strong political possibility will have its own fac¬ 
tion in such a land as this, according as each man fancies 
that bis champion will get supreme power and reward those 
who have followed in his train. The number of men who 
follow the standard of this or that party because of any al¬ 
truistic or purely patriotic consideration is so small as to be 
a negiigeable quantity, When, therefore, it appeared that 
Japan's star was setting in Korea there was a hasty shifting 
of political platforms and soon it appeared that there were 
only two, one of which favored Russian influence and the 
other conservative and very quiet, for the time bring, until 
theestreirsepro-Kussian enthusiasm should subside somewhat * 
Of course the T&wtin gun'a had disappeared with The wan¬ 
ing fortunes of the Japanese and the Queen's faction had 
gone over to the Russians. It was the conservatives alone 
that held to their former position am! desired no foreign inter¬ 
ference whatever. Bui ttmny of those who had favored the Jap¬ 
anese joined the conservative party but unlike the "‘moss- 
bs.ck 111 coasci vat ives wanted to do something actively to coun¬ 
teract Russian influence. They therefore worked to bring 
English and American influence into greater prominence. Is 
the heart of this movement was born the 11 Independence Club/' 
It will be remembered that ever since the previous vrar 
Dr. Philip Jaischn bad been acting as adviser to the Fnvy 
Council. Thin council enjoyed considerable power at first 
but gradually fell to a secondary place, but now that new 
conditions had sprung up the element combatting the Kim- 
sioin influence took advantage of the presence of Dr. Jsisohu 
and other Koreans who had been educated abroad. The 
Russians seemed to look with complaisance it pun this move¬ 
ment and in the Spring «f ihi& year setm in huve made no 
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effort to prevent the appointment of J, McLeavy Brown* 
L.L.D.* as Adviser to the Finance Department, with Large 
pavers; which seemed to bear out (he belief that the Russian 
Minister was sine tie in his statement I hat Russia wished she 
King to be quite untrammelled in the Administration of his 
government. It is this generous policy of Mr* Waeber that 
is belirveri to have caused bis transfer later to another post, 
to be replaced by A, dc Speyer who adopted a very different 
policy.® However this may have been, thing* beg-an to take 
on a very hopeful aspect in Seoul. Needed reforms were 
carried through : torture was abolished in I he Seoul courts* 
a concession wa^ given to an American company to construct 
a railway between Seoul and Chemulpo, Min Ymig-whau 
was appointed special envoy to the coronation of i he Crcr, work 
wa?i begun on the American mining concession granted the 
y^-ar before, various schools were founded, and the mitlouk 
on the whole was very bright indeed. It looked a* if a 
solution had been found for the difficulties that afflicted the 
slate and that an era of comparatively enlightened govern¬ 
ment was opening- 

For some lime there had existed a more or less secret or¬ 
ganization among the Koreans, the single orlicle of whose 
political creed was Independence both from China and Japan, 
or in other words Konni for Kofeans* Now that the King had 
been relieved of Chines? snreratnty by the Japanese nnd of 
Japanese restraint by himself, this little society under the 
leadership of Dr. Philip Jaisolm blossomed out into what was 
calk'd The Fndtptndtmt Hub The name but parhaily des¬ 
cribed the society, fur while it advocated the Complete inde 
prudence of Korea it still more insistent! v advocated a lfber.il 
government, in the shape of a genuine constitutional monar¬ 
chy in which the royal prerogative should be largely curtailed 
and the element of palernalisrp eliminated. At first the 
greater stress was laid upon the general principle of Korean 
Indepeuence and to thb the King in the jo> of his newly 
found freedom heartily agreed. The royal sanction was given 
to the Independence Club and it was launched upon a voyage 
which had no haven, but ended in talal shipwreck. This club, 
society w iscompased of young men many rif whom were doubt¬ 
less aroused for the lime being to ftomrthing bke patriotic 
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fervor but who hnd had no practical experience of tbe rocky 
road of Korean politics or of the obstacles which would be en* 
countered. This cordiality of the King s recognition blinded 
them to the fact that The real object of their organize- 
lion, namely the definition of the royal prerogative. was one 
th.it must eventually arouse first the suspicion and then the 
open hostility of His Majesty and would become the slogan of 
all That army of self-seekers who saw no chance for self-ag- 
grandisemcut except in the immemorial spoils system, These 
young men were armed with nothing bin a laudable enthusi¬ 
asm. They could command neither the aid of the Korean 
army nor the advocacy oF the older statesmen* ah of whom 
Were either directly hostile to The movement or had learned 
caution through connect iota with previous abortive attempts to 
stem the tide of official corruption. The purpose of this club. so 
fur as it knew its own mind, was a Laudable one in theory but 
the amount of persistency, con rage, tact and self-restraint 
necessary to curry the plan to a successful issue was >o im¬ 
mensely greater than they could possibly guess, tbai t con¬ 
sidering the youth and inexperience of the personnel of the 
society, the attempt was doomed to failure. They never clear¬ 
ly formulated a constructive plan by whiph to build upon the 
mins of that system which tfary were bent upon defraying* 
Even had they cleared the way to such const ruction they 
could not have found a statesman in Korea of recognized 
standing and prestige, toad as master-builder,, whose previous 
record would have made him acceptable to themselves or a fit 
exponent of their principles. 

On April jth the first fureign newspaper was founded 
by Dr. Philip Jatsohn. It was called Tkt fntbfiemd&Mi and was 
partly \tx the native character. From the first it exerted a 
powerful influence among the Korean*and was yne of the main 
factors which led to the formation of the Independence Club. 

Both Japan and Knssia were desirous of coming tq an 
understanding as to Korea and on May 14th there was pub¬ 
lished the Waeber-Komura Agreement which was modified 
and ratified^ la ter under the name oF the Lobanoff-Vamata 
Agreement/ According to the terms of this convention both 
Powtts guaranteed (o respect the independence or Korea ami 
n oi to send soldiery m to \ h k cou n t r y exce pt by co cu tts on co oseu t _ 


WO P&TlK KOREA. 


30^ 

The summer of idgfi saw great materia! improvements iti 
Seoul. The ivork of clearing out and widening the streets 
was vigorously pushed and although much o! the work wan 
done ■superficially some permanent improvement was ejected, 
and the fc 'squatters* 1 along the main streets were- cleaned 
out* it is hoped for all time. Ita July the concession for 
building a railway between Seoul and Wiju was given to a 
French syndicate. From subsequent events it appears that 
there was no fixed determination 011 the part of the French 
to push thi' greH engineering work to a finish but merely to 
preempt the ground and prevent others from doing it* 
Russian influence doubtless accomplished this, and 
from that time there began to spring up the idea that IC>rea 
would be divided into two spheres of influence. tne Japanese 
predominant in the south and the Russians in the north. 

Fu spite of the favorable signs that appeared during the 
early months of 1W96 and the hopes which were entertained 
that au era of genuine reform had been entered upon, the 
coming of summer began Lo reveal the hollowness of such 
hopes The King himself was strongly conservative and 
never looked with favor upon administrative changes which 
tended to weaken his personal hold upon the finances of the 
country and he chafed under the new order of things. In 
this lie was encouraged by many of the leading officials, who 
saw in the establishment of liberal institutions the end of 
their opportunities for personal power and aggro ridicule in, 
The old order ol things appealed to them loo strongly and it 
became evident that the government was rapidly lapsing into 
its former condition of arbitrary and partisan control. Open 
Lind violent opposition to such harmless inuo vat ions as the 
wearing of foreign uniforms by The students of Foreign 
Language Schools indicated too plainly the tendency of the 
time and the Russian authorities did nothing to influence His 
Majesty in the right direction, judging from subsequent 
events ft was not Russia’s policy to see an enlightened ad¬ 
ministration in Seoul. The political plans of that Power 
could be better advanced by ± return to the statu* ante 
The act of the government in substituting an Independ¬ 
ence Arch in place of the former gate p outside the West Gate* 
which commcoiorated Chinese suzerainty* wat looked upon,, 
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and rightly, by the mnre thoughtful as being merely a super¬ 
ficial demonsiraiioii which was based upon no deeper desire 
than that of being fret- from all qontfnl or restraint except 
such as personal inclination should dictutc^The current wan 
setting toward i concent ration of power rather than toward 
a he1kh.111 distribution of it P and thus those who had hailed 
the vision of a new and rejuvenated state were compelled to 
confess that it was but s mirage. 

Pressure was V?naught to bear upon the court to remove 
from the Russian Legation, and it was high lime that such a 
move be made. Asa mutter of urgent necessity it was con¬ 
sidered a not loo great sacrifice of dignity to go to the Lega¬ 
tion hut ti i tti;s U. ■* it a permanent residence w is out of the 
question, Thr King was determined however, not to go back 
to the palace from which lie had fled. It held too many grue¬ 
some memnrie*. It was decided to build the Myung-ye 
Palace in the midst of the Foreign Quarter with Legations 
on three sides of it* The site selected was the same as that 
which King Shivjo used in 1593 when he returned from his 
flight to the north before the armies of Hideyoshu He had 
lived here for some fourteen years while the Chang-dok 
Palace was building The present King however intended 
it as a permanent residence, ind building operations were be¬ 
gun on a laTge scale, but it was not until February of the fol¬ 
lowing year that Hi* Majesty finally removed from the 
Russian Legation to his new palace. 

All during the latter half of iSqfc the gulf between the 
Independence party and the conservatives kepL widening. 
The latter grew more and more confident and the former 
more and more determined. Dr. jaisohn in bis capacity of 
adviser to the Council of Stafe was blunt and outspoken in 
bis advice to Hit Majesty and it was apparent that the latter 
listened with growing impatience to suggestions which, liow* 
ever excellent in themselves, found no respond in his own 
inclinations. The Minister of Education voiced the growing 
sentiment of the retrogressive faction ip a book called * 4 The 
Warp and Woof of Confucianism" in which such extreme 
statements were made that several of the Foreign Represen¬ 
tatives felt obliged to interfere and call him to account, A 
Chief of Police was appointed who was violently anti-reform. 
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The assassin of Kim Qk-kyun was given an important posi¬ 
tion under the government. A mad who had attempted tlte 
life of Fak Yutig-hyn was made Minister of Law, and on all 
side!! were heard contempt nous comments upon the " 'reform 
nonsense** of the libera! faction. And yet in spite of this? the 
momentum of the reform movement though some w hut retarded 
had by no means been completely stopped. The Summer 
and Autumn of this year 1896 saw the promulgation of a 
large number of edicts of b salutary nature, relating to the 
more systematic collection of the national revenues* the re- 
organ Ration of gubernatorial and prefectural systems, the 
definition of the powers and privileges of provincial officials, 
the further regulation offtu* postal system, the definition of 
the powers of the superintendents of trade in the open ports, 
the abolition of illegal taxation and the establishment of 
courts of law in the various provinces and in the Often ports. 
As many of these reforms survived the collapse of the liberal 
party they must beset down as definite results which justify 
the existence of that party and make its overthrow a matter 
of keen regie* to those who haye at heart the best interests 
of the country. 

All this time Russian interests had been cured far 
sedulously. The king remained in dose touch with the 
Legation and CuL Futiata and three other Russian officers 
were put in charge of the Palace Guard, w hile Kim Hong- 
nynk. the erstwhile water-carrier, continued to absorb the 
good things in the gift nf His Majesty. And yet the Rus¬ 
sians with all their power did nut attempt to obstruct the 
plans of the subjects of other Powers in Korea. Mr. Stripling, 
a British subject, was made adviser to the Police Depart¬ 
ment, a mining concession was granted to a German syndU 
cate; an American was put in charge of ft Normal School 
Dr, Brown continued to direct the work of the Finance De¬ 
partment and the work on the Seoul Chemulpo Railway was 
pushed vigorously by na American syndicate. The Russians 
held in their hands the [lower to put a slop to much of thus, 
hut they appeared to he satisfied with holding the power 
without exercising it. 
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Chapter XXIII. 

Material reforms... growth r>f conservative feelm^ . . .Ru&aiati iuflu» 
de Sptver r , < hi 5 activity attack on Dr. Rmwii ... 

Finland interp^stg of I he Empire, ... .the Qpeef)‘* 

loneral-opening i-rf T&rjS . ..Kus^iftns over-reach tbenhwlves 

■ ■ ■ death flf Princt Tl-WIti -.4 parade . . .With ftWWftJ of (he 
gtu&Hnu empkiyees,. . Independence Club beyond cuOtm]. „ „ 
Abdication cfla^ptfacr .. _. .Yun Chi-ho before the Emperor.,. .M of 
Kim H«mg-tiy uk , . .attempted regicide. * * *forego bodyguard . ., 
Independent program popular naeet iEigt. + ,, peddlart' gulM. **, 
lndepetiden(>i. aAk lo he arrested . . .Tcnre goveratiketil toner-sasoos 
Independent arrested . final overthrow of the Inckpernknec 
party. 

The find half of rfiyj was characterized by three special 
feature* itt Korea* The first was a continuance of so- 
called reforms all of which were of a Utilitarian character. 
A gold mine concession was given io a German syndicate, a 
Chinese Language School and other schools were founded 
and the difficult work of cleaning out l ht Peking Pass was 
completed. It was an non need that Chiniiiimpo and Mokpo 
would be opened to trade in the Autumn* The second 
feature was the steady growth of the conservative element 
which was eventually to resume comp tele control of the 
government. As early as May of this year the editor of the 
ftvrtan Rtposito*)* said with truth "The collapse is as com¬ 
plete as it is pathetic. After the King came to the Russian 
Legation the rush of the reform movement could not be 
stayed at once nor even deflected. But soon there dame the 
inevitable reaction. Reforms came to he spoken of less and 
less frequently. There ws** a decided movement backwards 
toward the old, well-beaten p^ths. But it was impossible to 
reestablish the old order of things entirely. Wc come then 
to the period of ibe revision of laws. Shortly after the King 
removed lu the new palace an edict was put forth ordering 
the appointment of a Commission for the Revision of the 
Laws, Thi* was receiver! with satisfaction by the friends of 
progress. This commission contained the names of many 
prominent men such as Kim Pyung-si, Pak Cbfiugyaag and 
Vi Wan,yong as well as the name# of Dr. Brown, General 
Greathouse, Mr. Legendre and Dr. jai&cdm, PK flat by the 
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twelfth of April the whole thing was dropped and the Strong 
hope?* of the friends of Korea were again dashed to the 
ground The third Feature of this period is the growing 
importance of Russian influence In Seoul. The training of 
I lie Koreuti nrmv had already been taken ou! of Japanese 
hands and given tn Russians and in August thirteen mote 
Russian military instructors were imported. It was plain 
that Russia un=nnt to carry out an active policy in Korea. 
Russian admirals, including. Admin I Alexetttf, made f re¬ 
fluent visits to Seoul, and at last Russia made public avowal 
of her purposes, when she removed Mr. Wacber, who had 
served her so long and faithfully here and sent Mr. A* de 
Speyer to tnlse his place. There was an immediate and 
ominous change in the touc which Russia assumed. From 
list very lirsi de Speyer Showed plainly that he was sent here 
to impart a new vigor to Russo-Korean relation* ; :hrtt things 
hud been going too slow. Itis probable that complaints hud 
been made because in spiteof Russians predominating influence 
at the Korean Court cun cessju ns we re being given to Americans, 
Germ tins and others outside. De Speyer soon showed the 

color of his instructions and begin a course of brow-beating, 
the futility of which must have surprised him. It was on 
September 7th that he arrived, and within a mouth be had 
begun operations so actively Lhat he attracted the attention 
of the world. In the first place he demanded a coaling 
station at Fusaci on Deer Island which commands the 
entrance to the harbor. This was a blow' aimed directly at 
Japan and sure to be resented, k came lo nothing- Then 
Mr. Kir AlextidT arrived from Russia, an agent of the 
Finance Department in St* Petersburg. In the face of the 
fact that Dr Brawn was Chief Commissioner of Custom and 
Adviser to the Finance Department, Mr, ALejceieif was ap¬ 
pointed by the Foreign Office as director of the Finance 
Department, But the policy of bluff which de Speyer had 
inaugurated was not a success; he carried it so far that he 
aroused the strong opposiimn of other Powers, notably Fug- 
land* and before the end of the year, after only three months 
of incumbency, de Speyer was called away from Seoul As 
we shall see, the whole of his work was overthrown in the 
follow mg Spring- 
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But wc must retrace our steps □ tittle and record *ome 
other interesting events that happened during feb* closing 
mouths of I&37, It was on Octotw 17th that the King went 
to the Imperial Altar and there was crow nerd Einjiernr of Tai- 
hau. This had been some time in contemplotimi atari as 
Korea was free from foreign suzerainty sbe hastened, while 
it was litne, to declare herself an empire* This step was 
recognized by the treaty powers within a short period and 
so Korea, took her place 011 an equality with China and 
Japan. 

On November list the funeral ceremony of the late 
Queen was held* It was a most imposing pageant. The 
funeral procession passed at nigh* out of the City to the tomb 
where elaborate preparations had been made,and a large num¬ 
ber of foreigners assembled there to witness the obsequies- 

The situation in Korea as the year opened was 

something as follows. The conservatives bad things well 
in hand and the Independence Club was pissing on to its 
IIii9 1 diuU and it* final defeat. The work of *uch men ** 
Dr. JaLsohh was still tolerated btit the King and the mo^t in- 
Unentbd nfficLilr- chafed under the wholesome advice Unit 
they received and if was evident shat Lhr_- first pretext would 
be eagerly seized lor ierrmmitiiLg o situation that wa* getting 
very awkward ior U-th shies* The ichcIlud was iBusti.itHl 
in an attack ow the fxdepctldtnt by which the Korean jxi^ta) 
department refused to carry it in the mails. The Russian* 
had taken the huh by the horns and were boding that they 
had undertaken more than they could carry through without 
danger of serious eoroplicatious^ The Russian government 
saw this utid recalled de Speyer ht time to preserve much of 
tbcif influence in Seoul* The Einfsmr, being now in hb 
fiwti palace bill with easy access to the Russian Legation, 
seems to have lent his voice to the checking of the reform 
propaganda and ip this be was heartily seconded by bin lead¬ 
ing officials. The most promising aspect of the situation wa* 
the delettmued attitude of the British government relative to 
the enforced retirement of I Jr. Brown. Wbrn it become evi¬ 
dent That a scarcely comm elm I phi11 was on foot toiKJ^t British 
and other foreigners in Korea* threat Hr itniij hv a.Htigh wort} 
^nd by n concentration of wsr vessels at Chemulpo ehflogtd 
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Hie Whole program of I he Russians; hoc as it appeared lut of 
the Russian ply wure only changed, lioi abandoned S-« the 
year opened wish lbitigs political in a vcti ilii.-cttled M.itr. 
Everything W ts in transition- The Independents md ■ her 
Russian 4 h id Hint idea of what they wanted but ieeiiier| fra 
lie at sen as !o the bm»> for accomplishing it. The conser¬ 
vatives alone sat fltiil and held on. sure that in the long rttii 
they would triumph even if they could not stop the march of 
materia] progress in the cleaning of the at reels and the build¬ 
ing of rail hm vv 

February of 1^98 saw the taking ulT of the most com¬ 
mand mg figure in Korean public life during the nineteenth 
century, in the person of Prince Tt-wOti the father of the Kni- 
perpop formerly Regent. For almost forty vests he had lweti 
more or less intimately connected ivtlh thestlring events which 
have marked the present reign. The things; which specially 
ninrked Ins career are (:] the Roman Catholic persecution “I 
iKh6, (i) the determined oppftliou to the opening uT the 
country to foreign intercoms, (3) the building of the fiyuug- 
bob Palace, 1(4) the debisiug uf Korean currency, {51 the fend 
with the Queen's piny, (6) the temporary csile in China, fji 
(lie iL-wossination of the Queen. Whatever may be ^aid for or 
against the Prince because of la is policy be remains in the 
minds of the people a strung, independent character, mil 
they ca11iLi.1i: fail La admire tbr uiHti e(;n though they to 

condemn his policy His adherents mood by him with spleu- 
dhl loyalty even in the hours of his disgrace, because be waslu 
some sense really great. 

Thin time was characterized by* curious* iiicnnsi stencil. 
At the Mtni; time that su edict was promulgated Mating that 
no more concessions would lie granted to foreigners the Seoul 
Electric Ctmip-uiy was organized to eon struct a tramway and 
s lighting plant in Seoul. Material improvements continued 
parallel wjlh, hut in the opposite direction fnuiw, the pohev of 
the Govern merit. An agreement was even entered into with 
an American firm for the tonMruction of ;« system of writer 
works for Seoul ai 4 emit of somr seven million yen. 

The failing hopes of the Iudf pendeuce Club drove it to 
its final place. That of protest. Memorial* began tu pour In 
protesting against this and that. In February it complained 
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of foreign control iti Korea, directing the attack apparently 
upon [he Russian pretentions . but if fiO it nun pessary . 

for by the first of March the Russians decided that their posi¬ 
tion wai untenable or that: a temporary withdrawal of pressure 
from Seoul would facilitate operations to other directions, and 
so, under cover of a complaint as In the vacillating pnHcy of 
the Korean Government they proposed to remove Mr AltSt- 
eieff from his uncomfortable position vis-a-vis Dr. Brown and 
also take away all the military instructors. Perhaps they 
wete under the impress ion that this startling proposal would 
frighten the Government inlo making protestations that would 
Increase Russian influence here,, but if so they were dun 
appointed for the Government promptly accepted their pro* 
position and dispensed with the services of these men, Ho 
doubt the Government had come to look with some anxiety 
upon the growing influence of Russia here and with the same 
oscillatory motion a* of yore made a strong move in the op¬ 
posite direction when the opportunity came. The Korean 
Government has been nearly .is astute as Turkey in playing 
off her "‘friends" against each other*® ^ 

Just one month later April lath N* Mali! nine relieved 
Mr^de Speyer, the Rnsso-Koreats hank closed iisflours, the Rus¬ 
sian military and other officers look their departure mud u verv 
strained sit tuition was relieved for the time being. At about 
the same time Dr* Jaisohn was paid off and left the country* 
the umiiagvmetit of the Independent falling into other hands. 
Tliis event was important as si rowing the hopeless Mate into 
which the Independence Chib and nil other friend* of progress 
had fallen. From this time on the tone of the club grew 
steadily more petulant. The older men in it who saw that 
the time was nor ripe for reform withdrew and left Ebt mat>- 
ngvment of the club and the determination u£ its policy in 
the hands of younger men who had not the experience fleets- 
ssry for the handling of such affairs \ sand although in You- 
Chi*ho< iHe president of the Club* it had a clear-headed and 
devoted man he was not able to control the young blood that 
hafl begun to run Wftli something too feverish a course lit 
the vrins of the society. The excited state of the public 
Uiiud is proved by the fact that several other daily and weekly 
periodicals sprang tip, debating societies fiourished «nd jietiplc 
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began to talk about tiling?*. The conservation* Li hi all these 
things up against the Independence Club and awaited their 
time. 

The summer of this year furnished Seoul with some rx- 
dtefueiit iu the shape of 4 discovered cranspirucY hi force the 
King to abdicate, place th? Crown Prince on the throne and 
institute a new era in Korean history. The plot, if Mich it 
may be called, was badly planned and deservedly fell through. 
It was one of the foolish moves called out by the excitement 
engendered in the Independence movement An Kvuug sy, 
ex-president of the Independence Club, was the party mainly 
implicated and he saved himself only by promptly decamping 
and putting himself into the hands of Che Japanese, 

About the same time the Independence Club came into 
direct opposition to the Gtiwnifiietil in its strong protest against 
the appointment of the conservative Cho Pyuilg-sik to the 
vice-presidency of the Council of State The commotion, en¬ 
gendered by this, resulted in Mr. Vuu Chi-ha being called be* 
fore the Kmpcmr, where lie made a strong appeal iti favor of 
the Independence Club and asserted the eon tin tied loyalty of 
the club toward His Majesty, Unfortunately he asserted that 
the Emperor having sanctioned the founding of the club could 
disband it merely by Imperial decree* For the time, this ap¬ 
peal sufficed and the miinediure object of the society was se¬ 
cured, but the Emperor did not forget that he had it m his 
powder it* dissolve the chib by a single word. A^ a fact, the 
mere sanction ed the founding of the Club gave no more power 
to dissolve it than the wedding ceremony which a clergyman 
per Forms gives the right in future to dissolve that union, 
Therfc can be no doubt that from this time ou the Emperor 
was determined to eliminate this disturbing dement at She 
first opportunity, il^ hail no sympathy with its platform* 
one plank nf which was the curl nihil cut of the Imperial 
prerogative 

August saw’ the fall of Kim Hong-nyak, the former Rus¬ 
sian interpreter. who ruffled it so proudly at Cou rt on account 
of his eouficclion wiih the Russian Legation. For a year he 
had a good time of it and amassed great wraith* but when 
the Russians withdrew their influence in March of this year 
Kim lost all bis backing and thenceforward his doom was as 
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sure fate itself. The genuine tiohfemuii tfhufc honors he 
had filched were on his track and in August he was accused, 
deposed and banished. This did not satisfy his enemies how¬ 
ever, but an opportunity came when on September tenth ao 
attempt was m^de to posion the Emperor and the Crown 
Prince, The attempt came pear succeeding and in the tet* 
vcstigitkOP which followed one of the scullions deposed that 
he had been instructed by a friend ol Kim iknig-uyuk to 
put something into the coffee- How Kim, away in banish- 
men!, could have had anything to do with it would be hard 
to tell* He may have conceived the plan but the verdict of a 
cAm and dispassionate mind must be that he probably knew 
nothing about it at all. However, in such a case, someone 
most suffer The criminal ajuj/ be found; and It is more than 
probable that thnse who hated Kirn Houg-iiycxk thought he 
would make an excellent scape-goat. He was tried, con¬ 
demned and executed, 

About the same time the Emperor came to the ceudu* 
siun that he would like to Have a foreign body-guard. C. R* 
Greathouse was sent to Shanghai to find the material for this 
guard. Thirty meq were picked up, of various national hies, 
and they arrived in Seoul oa September fifteenth. This 
move caused intense uxciteiiiem and opposition. The Inde¬ 
pendence Club was in the fore front of the protect that was 
rnnde. A dozen good argilmenK were adduced shewing why 
this should not he be done, wnd so uuamiuous was the senii- 
tnciit that the Kmpetor yielded to popular clamor and dis- 
missed the men, but ibis, again, cannot but have the Km- 
peror against the Independence Club, inasmuch as they had 
been principally instrumental in thwarting a pet scheme of 
his own. 

The month of September wit rinsed belter things Ihaa 
ibese, however. The Japanese obtained their concMOO for 
the Seoul*Fuian Railway an event of great importance every 
w.iy and one that will tnenn much to Korea. 

In September the Independence Club determined ihat it 
would lie well lo pm forward a program of work in place of 
the merely destructive erilicu*ui which had for some time 
vharacltrizvd its policy. An 4p;>eal wu made to the general 
public to assemble, in order lit Miggeat reforms. Whether 


U0DKHN KilllHA* 




thi* wa$ wise Or not is s question A popular assembly in 
Korea is hardly capable of coming to wise conclusions sir to 
participate in plans for constructive statesmanship. In ad¬ 
dition to this on appeal to the people was inevitably construe 
ed hy the conservatives an a desperate measure which invited 
revolution. Tn a sense they were justBed in so thinking, lor 
the general populace at Korea never has risen in protest un¬ 
less the evils under which they are suffering have driven 
them to the last court of appeal, mob law* The move was in 
the direction of democracy and no one can judge that the 
people of are ready for my ^nch thing* 

However this may he f a mass meeting was held at Chong* 
no, to which representatives of a)l classes were called* The 
Foil owing articles were formulated and presented to the 
cabinet for Imperial sanction* 

ft) Neither officials imr people shall depend upon foreign 
aid. but shall do their best to strengthen and uphold the Im¬ 
perial power* 

(a) All documents pertaining to foreign loons, the hiring 
of foreign soldiery the granting of concessions* in fact 

every document drawn up between the Korean government 
and n foreign party or firm> shall be signed and sealed by all 
the Ministers of Stale aud the President of the Privy Council* 

(3J Important offenders shall be punished only after 
they have been given a public trial and ample opportunity to 
defend themselves 

(4) To His Majesty shall belong the power to appoint 
Minister?-, but in case a majority* of the cabinet disapproves 
of the Emperor^ nominee he shill not be appointed. 

{5) All sources of revenue and methods of raising taxes 
shall be placed tinder the control of the Finance Department, 
no other department or officer or corpdfatitftt being flowed 
\r> interfere therewith; and the annual estimates nod balances 
shall be made public. 

{ 6 ) The existing laws aud regulations shall be enforced 
without fear or favor. 

It will be Seen that several ol Uiese measures strike di¬ 
rect! y at powers which have been held for centuries by the King 
himself and it cannot br supposed that Ills Majesty would 
listen willingly to the voice of the common people when they 
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demanded such far-reaching innovations- The whole thing 
was utterly distasteful to uini.but the nuked voice of the peo- 
ple is a serious matter. In such a country as Korea the 
clearly announced statement of the common people as to their 
wishes carries with it the implication that they have entile to 
the point where they are ready to make trouble iF their de¬ 
mands are not complied with- The intensity of the popular 
feeling was shown its the general closing of shops and in the 
attendance even of women upon the mass meeting*. Tile re¬ 
actionists were seriously startled by these demonstrations, and 
it became- necessary to temporise. These demands were not 
such as would involve any immediate changes; they all look¬ 
ed to the future- So it was an easy matter simply to comply 
with the demands and wait tor Ihc public icelhig tu subside. 
On the last day of September His Majesty ordered the carry- 
fug out of these sis proposition*. 

The trouble was that the conservatives felt that they had 
not sufficient physical power to oppose a popular uprising* 
The temporary concession was made with no idea ul real com¬ 
pliance, and was immediately followed by measures for secur¬ 
ing a counter demonstration* The matrumetU selected for 
this purpose was the old'time Perk) tar's Guild. This was a de 
fnnet institution* but the name survived, and the conserva¬ 
tives used it to bring together a Urge number of men who 
were ready for any sort of work that would mean pay. These 
were organized into a company who**: duty it was to mo 
counter Lo all popular demonstration 1 ; like t hose which had just 
beef* made. So sooner was this hireling band organized than 
His Majesty, in pursuance of the hint dropped some months 
before by the President oF the Independence Club, ordered 
the disbanding of the Club. From tbb lime od the lode- 
petidence Club wan no longer recognized by the Government 
aod was an illegal iris tit tit ion, by the very terms of the un- 
fort iin at if admission of its President that the Emperor could 
at my time disband it by Imperial decree. Mr. Yun Chi-ho 
had by this time come to see that the Club was raiming to 
dangerous extremes and was likely to cause serious harm ; 
and he and others worked with all their power to curb the 
excitement and secure rational action on the pan of the 
members of the Club But the time wheu such counsels 
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conlel prevail had already passed* The Chib knew that the 
l-nudpltv it advocated ^etc torrtci ami it was angry at the 
stubborn opposition that it met. li wan ready to go to any 
lengths to secure its ends Passion took the pEacc of judg- 
went and the overthrow of the opposition loomed larger in 
its view than the accomplisbmeui of its rational ambitions* 
Instead of dispersing irt compliance with the Imperial 
order the as^mbied Independents went in a body to the 
Police Headquarters ami ask-.-d to be arrested. This is & 
peculiarly Korean mode of procedure, the idea being that if 
put on trial they would be able xo shame their adversaries ; 
and incidentally u embarrassed the edmtnstration, for the 
prisons would not suffice to hold the multitude that clamored 
for incarceration. The cn*wd was tiUagvLhef loo large add 
too fifteriNibed for ihe Peddlers to attack and another conces¬ 
sion had to be made. The Independents, for it tin no longer 
be called the Independent Club, offered to disperse on coodu 
lion that they lie guaranteed freedom of speech The 
demand immediately complied with - anything to disperse 
That angry crowd which tinder proper leadership might at 
atiy moment do more than make verbal demands. So on the 
next day an Imperial decree granted the right of free speech. 
This concession* likewise, was followed by 3 hurried imisteruf 
alt the peddlars and their more complete organization. 
Backed by official aid .iwd Imperial sanction they were pre¬ 
pared to come to blows with the people who should assemble 
for the purpose of asking further demands upon the Emperor* 
Shortly before *his the Emperor had consented to the 
proposition that the Independence Club should choose by 
In Hot from their own number twenty-five men who should 
sit in the l s rivy Council. This council had fur a time 
ercised some influence during the earlier months of l>r a 
JaLsohn's residence in Seoul but it had lust all power and had 
become a limbo to which were politely relegated those whom 
the government did not care to u**e anti yet was unwilling to 
dismiss- The edict of the Emperor disbanding the Club 
would be supposed to emm term nod this order for electron, but 
the Independents themselves did not so view it, and the day 
sei for the election was November ^th. The conservatives 
ww deemed theftedve* .strong enough to U> cObdiuiouA 
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with the outlawed Club and before daylight of November sth 
.seventeen of the leading men of the Independence Club were 
arrested and lodged in jail. Mr. Yun, the president, nar¬ 
rowly escaped arrest. It was afterward* ascertained that 
tbe plan of the captors wa> to kill the president of the Club 
before he could leceive aid front the enraged people. 

When morning came and the arrest became known the 
city hummed like a bee-hive. A surging crowd wa» massed 
id front of the Supreme Court demanding loudly the release 
of the prisoners who had been accused, so the anonymous 
placards an no Limed, of conspiring to establish a republic 1 
Again tbe popular feeling was too strong for the courage of 
the peddlar thugs and they remained in the back-ground. 
Theagilationconlinued all that day ami the next, and the next, 
until the authorities were either frightened into submission 
or. deeming that they had shown the Independents a glimpse 
of what they might expect, released the arrested men But 
the Independents, so far from being cowed, hailed ibis 
as -j vindication of their policy and attempted to ini Tow up 
the defeat of the conservatives by demanding the arjest and 
punishment of the people who had played the trick upon ibe 
Club. As these men were very prominent officials and had 
the ear of the Emperor it was not possible to obtain the re- 
dress demanded. So tbe month of November wore away in a 
ferment of excitement. Popular meetings were frequent but 
the crowd had not the deter ruination to come to conclusions 
with the government. The conservatives saw this and with 
utuirot nicety gauged the resisting power of tbe malcontents. 
The offensive tactics of the kitki were confined merely to 
free speech and the conservatives determined to see what 
they would do when on the defensive. Accordingly on tbe 
morning of November a rat a baud of ruffians, the so-called 
peddlars. attacked the people who bad gathered as usual to 
discuss the stirring questions 0 f the times. Weapons were 
used and ■ number of people were injured. The iudcpmlents- 
liad never com era plated the use of force, and this biota] as¬ 
sault aroused the ire of The wbuk people, most of 
whom bad not as yet taken sides. Serious hand lo hand 
fights occurred in various parts y| the city and the pedrilars, 
conscious that even their most murderous attacks would be 
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condoned in high places, attempted 10 whip the people into 
something like quietude. 

On 1 he 26th of November in the midst of this chaotic 
state of things the Emperor granted a great general audience 
outside the great gate of the palace. The Independence 
Club was there in force, and foreign representatives and a 
large number of other foreign residents It was a Little 
Runoyincde bm with a different ending. Vim Chi-ho was 
naturally the spokesman of the Independence parly. He 
made a manly and temperate statement of the position of his 
constituents He denounced the urmed attacks qf the prd- 
dtars upon people who intended no violence but only desired 
the fulfillment of solemnly mode pledges. He called to ae* 
count those who imputed to the Independence Club traitorous 
designs. He urged that the legal existence of the Club 
should be Again established by Imperial decree and that the 
six measures so definitely and distinctly promised by His 
Majesty should be carried out There was no possible 
argument to oppose to these requests and the Emperor 
promised to shape the policy of the government in line with 
these suggestion*. Again it was mere promise, made to tide 
over an actual and present difficulty. The Independence 
people should have recognized this. The Emperor was sur¬ 
rounded by men inimical to the reform program, they had 
ibe police and the army hack of them as well as the peddlars. 
The Independence party had not a single prominent re¬ 
presentative in any really responsible and influential gov¬ 
ernment office. They simply had right and t he precarious voice 
of Korean popular feeling behind them* What was necessary 
w*» ft campaign of education. The program advocated was 
one that could be carried out only under rt government whose 
personnel was at least approximately up to the standard of 
that program- Thi* could lie claimed uf only two or three 
members of the Independence Club. Having secured this 
public promise of His Majesty the dub should have waited 
patiently to see whai would happen and if the pm-mises were 
not kept they should have waited and worked for a lime 
when public sentiment among the leading men would compel 
reform. But as Mr. Yun himself confesses, '"The popular 
meetings had gone beyond the control of the tudepedcuce 
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Club and in the face of strong advice to the contrfy they 
were resumed on December 6th and their language became 
careless and impudent. On the sixteenth nf December the 
Privy Council recommended the recall of pak Vong hyo from 
Japan. The popular meeting had the imprudence to endorse 
thb action* The more conservative portion of the people 
revolted against the very mention of the name. Suspicion 
was excited that the popular agitations had been started in 
the interests of Pak Yong-byo and they instantly lost the 
sympathy of the people.' + The enemies of the liberal party 
had probably used this argument to it* fullest extent, and 
when it was seen that the Independence movement had at 
Laat been deprived of strongest support, the popular voice, 
its enemies came down ii|ion it with cruel force hi spite of 
voluble promises to the contrary large numbers of the 
reform party were arrested and thrown into prison; not, to 
be sure, on the change of being members of this party, but 
on trumped-up charges of various kinds, especially.! that of 
being accessory to the plan of bringing back Pak Yemg-byo, 
And thus came to an end a political party whose aims were 
of the highest character, whose methods were entirely 
peaceable but whose principles were so far in advance of the 
times that from the very first there was no human probability 
of success. But, as Mr* Ytm Chi-fco said, though the party 
din the principles which it held will Live and eventually 
succeed. 

The year 1899 opened with political matters ip a more 
quiet stale than for some years past owing to the violent re¬ 
pression of the Independence Club and the Liberal movement. 
Thejj ndgment of the Future will be that at this point Japan 
made a serious mistake of omission. The aims and purposes 
of the independence party were directly is line with Japan¬ 
ese interests here and if that powerful government had act¬ 
ively interested itself in the success of the movement and bad 
taken it for granted that the plan was to be definitely carried 
out the succeeding^ears would have made very different his¬ 
tory than they did/ 3 But during all this time Japan seems to 
have retired into comparative quietude, perhaps because she 
saw the coming of her inevitable struggle with Russia and 
was not willing to hasten matter* by corning into premature 
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conflict with the northern power in Korea, pending the com¬ 
pletion of her preparation* for the supreme struggle. 

Through all this period Russian influence was quietly at 
work securing its hold upon the Korean Court and upon such 
member* of the government as it could win over* The gen¬ 
eral populace was always suspicions of her H however, and al¬ 
ways preferred the rougher hand of Japan to the soft bur 
Heavy band of Russia. The progress of the Russian plans was 
illustrated when in January of 1^9 a mission of the Greek 
Church was established in Seoul. This suggests some re¬ 
mark* upon the general subject of mission work in Korea. 
The Presbytertan Church of America hod established work 
here in 1884 : the Methodist Episcopal Church of America be- 
gau work in the Australian Presbyterian Church iti 

S8S9 ; The English Church Mission in 1890; the Southern 
Presbyterian Church of America in i&qz: the Southern 
Methodist Church of America in * 896 1 the Canadian Pres¬ 
byterian Mission in 1898. Besides these there was indepen¬ 
dent work undei *otue smaller bodies including one Baptist 
Organization and one College mission. When the luM year 
of the 19th century opened the*e missions had alt become 
firmly established, and important centres of mission work 
were found all over the country, especially in Seoul. Che¬ 
mulpo, Pyeng-yang, Fusaii, Wonsan. ChQn ju, Kuusan. 
Mnkpo'. Tl gu and Song-do. From the very first the Fro- 
tealaul Missions adopted Che principle of mrn-i me rfc ranee 
with political affairs and with the ordinary course of justice 
in Korean courts. &*Ct has not always been possible to follow 
this principle implicitly but the people have come to learn 
that connection with a Protestant Christian Church will not 
absolve them from their duties and obligations toward their 
own government nor shield them from the results of mis- 
conduct. It has been found that the Korean temperament 
makes tabu easily accessible to the rational idealism of 
Christianity, From the very first the form of Christianity 
presented hy the Protestant missionaries took hold of the 
Kcrears with great power and by the eud of the first fifteen 
years of work the various missions had some twenty thousand 
adherents. The northern station of the Presbyterian Mis¬ 
sion in Korea attained world-wide notice as being, so far 
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as human criLunfits: mu go, the most successful mission station 
in the ivnrlq , and thi> not merely because of the nuinbe* of 
people received into Church connection but because of the 
striking results obtained along the hue of self support and 
independent Christian work, tlospilals were established in 
Seoul* Fusau, Wonsan. Pyeug*yattg, Ta-gu and Chemulpo, 
.iiifl schools of various grades both for boys arid girls Were 
established in almost every missimi station. E*The work ol 
Bible translation was carried on steadily until by the end of 
tSgg the whole of the New Testament was put in the hands 
of the people at lcnst in tentative form. The Korean Re¬ 
ligion* Tract Society, established early in the lust decade of 
the century, did hemic work in putting forth Christian 
literature; of oil kinds. Literary work was represented *n 
various grammars and manuals of Korean, several hyruuabj 
m unabridged dictionary and the publication of J tisonthl; 
magazine in English called 7 'bt A'i j iY3?j /fefiflstf&r 1. 

Before going forward into the new-century we should 
note some of the more important material advances tiiar 
Korea had made. Kail way concessions; for some 600 miles 
of track had been granted, half to Japanese and half to a 
French Syndicate; several new and important ports had been 
opened, bringing the total number up to ten, inclusive of 
Seoul and I'yeng-vang; mining concessions bad been given 
to Americans, “English, Germans* French and Japanese, two 
of which had proved at least reasonably successful; limber 
and whaling concessions had been given to Russians on the 
east side of the peninsula and important fishing rights had 
been given to the Japanese: an attempt at 3 general system 
of eduction bad been made throughout the country" and the 
work oF publishing lest books was being pushed; stud cuts 
were sent abroad to acquire a finished education and 
legations sit all the most important political centers were 
established; an attempt at a better currency bad been 
made, though it was vitiated by official corruption and the 
operations al counterfeiters: trade had steadily increased 
and the imparts aud exports of Korea passed beyond the 
negllgcable stage; an excellent postal system had been 
inaugurated under foreign supervision, and Korea had en¬ 
tered the Postal Union. 
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Thu® it will be seen that in spite of all domestic political 
coin piicat jobs and discouragintents the country was making 
definite advance along: same lines. The leaven had begun 
to work and no conservatism on the part of the public leaders 
could stop the ferment. 

T he necrology of the closing yea* of the century con¬ 
tains the names of Ml. Legender and Mr. Greathouse, the 
latter of whom, as legal adviser to the government, did ex* 
Cel [tut work in bis department and was recognised hy his 
employers .is an able and efficient man in his official capacity „ 


Chapter XXIV* 

Russian tactic# murder of Ah Kyfing-sn , .the Buxer UoiiM^,„ r 
evfd^ces oi advancement .the career of Kiui Yfing-jtn. the 

tiw of Yi Yong-ik , <liis niethridji pf collecting money_sale of 

K Ore Island to Jupunett fcttrtnpt to remove j. Me Leary Brown 
eitabHihincut of Greek Churtlc ^liuidn . . Fredrli tnlerrMs in 
Korea growing the French Loan . Yi Yobg-ik uwfer* n nickel 
currency, ... the fattttae of 1901 the import of Annum rice. .. . 
tcii^ion Ticmccn ftiiasiEi and japan mcr easing material ad van cm 
of 1901 , . deterioration Buddhism on the increase . the ecu- 
ttal s?2s hou of all jjOwm the use of special Imx om minion er? ,, 

the RiIj^K orean agreement about MobUipo _ . . tlaclcis employees. 

The return to Seoul of M. Faviow on Jaa 15* 1900, 
marked the definite beginning of that train of events which 
led up to the declaration of war by the Japanese in 1^04* 
The Russians had becu induced, two years previously, to re* 
move ihe heavy pressure which they had brought to bear 
upon the government, but it was only a change of method. 
They were now to adopt a policy of pure intrigue and by 
holding in power Koreans who were hostile to the Japanese 
to harrass and injure Japanese interests in every way 
possible. 

At Ibis same time we see a cleat indication of the trend 
of events in the ret urn to Korea of An Kyuiig su and Kwuu 
YUtig-jiu, two of the best men that late years bad developed 
in Korea. They bad been charged with connection with the 
plot to compass the abdication of His Majesty, and bad taken 


kqksak h rsTOnv- 


3 ** 

refuge in Japan* How mi thy promise of the government 
that they should have a perfectly fair trini and on the 
guarantee of protection by the Japanese they returned boldly 
to Korea and presented themselves for trial They were 
strong men and they had to be reckoned with. They strong* 
ly favored Japanese ttiduence and the reforms that that in¬ 
fluence was supposed to embody. In Fact they were thor¬ 
oughly in sympathy with the best motives of the defunct 
Independence Club An Ky&ng-su returned on January fif¬ 
teenth and was held hi detention until May sixteenth when 
Kwae YOng-jiu returned. They were to stand a fair trial 
but On thv night of the twenty-seventh uf May they were 
both strangled secretly in the prison. No more dastardly 
crime ever stained the annuls of this or any other govern¬ 
ment a Induced to return on the promise of a fair trial they 
were trapped and murdered. The reactionists looked up on 
this as a signal victory, and indeed it was such, for it indi¬ 
cated dearly that a tnau was not safe even when he had the 
guarantee of the Japanese authorities* Nor would it be dif¬ 
ficult to indicate the source from which the government 
obtained the courage thus to flout the Japanese. 

As the summer came on. all intercut in things Korean 
was held in suspension while the great uprising in China 
swelled to such monstrous pruponions and the investment of 
Peking and the siege of the foreign legations there left the 
world no time to care for or think of other things. There were 
fears that the boxer movement would lac contagious and that 
it would spread to Korea. Indeed it was reported in the 
middle of July that the infection had reached northern Korea; 
but fortunately this pmvtd false. 

In spite of the reactionary policy of :h<r government 
progress continued to be made on certain lines, just as the 
momentum of a railway train cannot be checked the moment 
Lhe brakes are applied. A distinguished French legalist was 
employed »s adviser to the Law Department: mining conces¬ 
sions were granted to British, French and Japanese siyndu 
cates ; the Government Middle School was established ; the 
Seoui-Chemulpo Railway was formally opened \ A French 
teacher was tngag^j to open a School of Mines; a represen¬ 
tative was sent to the great Paris Exposition. 
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This year 1900 was the heyday of another ftarz enu in the 
person of Kmi Yilog-juu. He was a man without any back¬ 
ing except his own colossal effrontery. He had acquired io* 
ffnence by his ability to get together considerable sums of 
money irrespective of the methods employed. Scores of 
wealthy men were hated to t-risou on one pretext or another 
and were released only upon the payment of a heavy 
sum. He was a man of considerable force of character 
but like so many adventurers in Korea he was lured by his 
successes into a false feeling of security and he forgot that 
the history of this country is full of just such cases and that 
they inevitably end iu violent death. Even the fate of Kim 
Hong-nyuU did not deter him* though bis case was almost the 
counterpart of that victim of bb owu overweening ambitions- 
Against Kim Yung-jnn was ranged the whole nobility of the 
country who waited with what patience they could until his 
power to extort money began to wane, and then fell upon him 
like wolves upon a belated trawler at night. But it was not 
until the opening of the new year [901 that he was deport 
tried and killed in a most horrible manner After excruciat¬ 
ing toFtnres he was at last strangled to death. 

But even as this act was perpetrated and the fate of all 
such adventurers was again illustrated' another man of the 
same ilk was pressing to the fore. This was Yi Yong-ik, who 
bod once been the major damp of one of the high officials and 
in that capacity had learned how to do all sorts of interesting* 
if unscrupulous things He was prominent in a felonious 
attempt lo cheat the ginseng farmers of Scng-do out of thou¬ 
sands, back in the eighties He was an Ignorant boor and 
even wht-n rolling in oppnlence failed to make himself pre¬ 
sentable in dress or manner, fie was praised by some fot his 
scorn of luxury and because be made no attempt to board 
the money that he Wed from the veins of the people. The 
reason he did nut hoard it was the same that makes the farmer 
sow L his seed, that be may reap a bund red-fold. Yi Yong-ik 
sowed his golden seed in fertile soil and it yielded him a 
thousand fold. 

One of his favorite methods of obtaining money for Ins 
pat 1011 was to cause the arrest uf shoals of former prefects 
who for ode cause or another had failed to turn Into t he public 
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treasury the complete amount nominally levied upon their 
respective districts. These arrears went hack several years 
and. many of them were for cause* Either famine or fli>od or 
some other calamity had made it impossible for the people to 
pay the entire amount of their taxes. There were many 
cases* without doubt, in which it was right to demand the 
money from the ex-prefects, for they had "eaten 88 it theni- 
selvrs; but there were also many case* in which it was a 
genuine hardship. Literally hundreds of men were haled 
before a conrt and made to pay over large sums of money* 
in default of which their property was seized a* well as that of 
their relatives In exact proportion as the huge sums 
thus extorted paved his way to favor in high plates, in that 
same proportion it drove the people to desperation. The 
taking off of Kim YlngL-jRft. so far Loti] warning this m»n r 
only opened a larger door for the exercise of his peculiar 
abilities, and it may W said that the official tar eef of Yi 
Yupgdlt bewail with the opening of 1901 

In March a Japanese resident of Chemulpo claimed to 
have purchased the whole of Rare Inland in the harbor of 
Chemulpo- The matter made a great stir. For it was plaits 
that someone had assumed the responsibility of selling the 
tstand to the Japanese. This was the signal for a sweeping 
investtgaliou which was *0 manipulated by powerful parties 
that rhr real perpetrators of the outrage were dismissed 
guiltless, but a side-issue which arose In regard to certain 
threatening k-llrrs that were K»t tu the foreign legations 
was made a peg upon which to hang the seizure* trial and ex¬ 
ecution of Kitn Vdug-jmi -ri before mentioned. Min Yung- 
]u was the man who sold The bland to the Japanese and he 
finally had to put down Y35/X50 and buy it buck, 

Russia made steady advances toward her ultimate goal 
diiriug the year 1901. In the Spring some buildings in con- 
ueclion with the palace were to he erected and rhe Chief 
ComiuiMioner ol Customs. J. MeLcavy Blown, C. M. G * was 
Ordered to vacate his house nn the customs compound at 
short notice. Soldiers even forced their way into his house. 
This affront was a serious one and one that The Koreans 
wm\A never hive dared 10 give Intd they oot fell that they 
hail behind Rliesii a power that would nee them through. 


MnflKPN KriRffA. 


33* 

The British authorities soon convinced the government that 
such tactics could be easily met and it had to retreat with 
some Joss of dignity. 

The Russian Church established itself in Scott! at this 
time and took active steps to start a propaganda in Korea. 
Considerable disturbance was caused in the Southern prov* 
Jnrts by Korean* who had become Russian subjects pretend* 
i«tg to be agents of the Russian church atid collecting from 
the people large Bums of money by intimidation. For 
many months the Russians tried to induce the Koreans to 
allow the Korean telegraph lines iu the Northeast to be 
connected with the Russian line from Vladivostok. Why 
this should not be done we cannot see but evidently the Ka* 
rains considered it a national danger and, try as they might* 
the Russians never really succeeded in making the connection. 

The Russians and French were naturally working to* 
gether in the peninsula and when Russia adopted the 
principle of withdrawing her military instructors from Korea 
she so manipulated the wirei that the government threw 
many positions into the hands of the French* For the next 
three years the French population of Seoul increased many- 
fold. Many of the French gentlemen employed by the 
government were thoroughly competent and rendered good 
service but their presence tended to add to the tension he* 
tween japan and Russia, for it was quite plain that all their 
influence would be thrown in the scale on Russia‘s side. 
The attempt to Foan the Korean Government Yj,oao r OLX> wsm 
pushed with despvrnte vigor for many month* by the French, 
lint divided counsels prevented the linal consummation nf the 
loan and the French thus failed to secure the strong leverage 
which a heavy loan always gives to the creditor, Y< Yong- 
ik who had become more or less of a Russian tool was 
pointedly accused by the Japanese of taring in favor of the 
French loan but he vigorously denied it. It is generally 
admit led ‘hat Yl Yong-ik was something of w mystery even 
tn bis must intimate acquaintances and just bow far he really 
favored the Russian side will never be known, but it is ter¬ 
tian that be assumed :i mosrv and mote hostile altitude toward 
the Japanese an Hie months went by, an altitude which 
brought him into violent conflict with them, a* we *laaU see. 
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Y \ Yo n g - i k pm l -3 a - , i pmsle r i u fs ti -i 13 c e . w b a t e ve r tlse 11 e 
us ay or may not h av e been* and in 1901 he began the minting of 
tht Korean nickel piece. No greater monetary disaster ever 
ovenook this country, Even ibe desperate measures laketi 
by the Regent thirty years before had not shaken the in one* 
t»ry system iis this did. The Regent introduced the wretch* 
ed five-cash piece which did enormous harm but that five- 
cash piece was of loo small face value to hr worth counter¬ 
feiting. The nickel was the ideal com to tempt the counter- 
fefter. for Its intrinsic value was m>t so great as lo require the 
employment of a large amount of capital and yet its face 
value was siifficienr to pay tor the labor and time depended. 
The effects of this departure will be noted in their place* 

In the summer of h/o i Yi Youg-ik perfonued one act 
that, in the eyes of the people, covered a multitude of other 
sins. It was a year of great scarcity. The Korean farmers 
raised barely enough grain for domestic consumption and in 
order lo prevent this grain from being taken out of the coun¬ 
try the government proclaimed an embargo on its export In 
spite of the fact that Japan was enjoying an uti usually good 
crop and did not really need the Korean product, thr japan* 
esc authorities, in the interest of the Japanese exporters in 
Korea, brought pressure to bear upon the Korean government 
to raise the embargo, utterly regardless of the interests of the 
Korean people. As it turned out however, the enhanced price 
in Korea due to the famine and the cutting of a full crop in 
Japan prevented, the export of rice- But Yi Yong-ik saw that 
there would inevitably be -i shnriage in Stout and with much 
forethought he sent and imported a large amount of Annum 
rice and put it un rhe market at a price so reasonable that 
the people were highly gratified. From that time on when¬ 
ever the mistakes of Yi Youg-ik were died there was 
always someone to offer the cxlcrmatioti of that Annum 
rice. It was d most clever and successful appeal to popular 
favor. 

All through this year 1901 were heard the distant rum* 
filings of that storm that was lo break three years later. 
Every movement of the Russians by land or sea was watched 
with a fascinated attention and every proposition ot the Japan¬ 
ese was closely acriitmixctb As a fact the wax was already in 
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exbtence, only h had not been declared, Even then japan* 
ese scents were swarming all over Manchuria gaining cxack 
information of its geography and products and Japan was 
hastening the preparation of her navy for the struggle that 
she felt lo he inevitable. 

As the year i yo\ came to a close the tension was begin¬ 
ning to he felt. People were -inking how much longer japan 
would ncqiiiesce in the insolent encroachments of Russia. Hue 
the time was not yet. As foe material advances the year had 
seen not a lew, Seoul had been supplied w'tlh electric light. 
The Seoul-Fusan Railway had been begun. Flans lor I he 
Seoul-Wijti Railway had been drawn tip. Mokpo hud been 
supplied with 3 splendid sea-wall* Building had gone on 
apace In the capital and even a scheme for □ system of water¬ 
works. for the city had been worked out and had received 
the sanction of the government, Education had gone from 
bad to ffor« and at one time when retfetichment seemed 
necessary it was even suggested to close some of the schools, 
but better counsels prevailed and this form of suicide was 
rejected. 

With the opening of iht ye^r 190? there were several in¬ 
dications that the general mvmfe of the government waS de¬ 
teriorating The firat was a very determined attempt to re¬ 
vive the Buddhist cult. The Emperor consented to the es¬ 
tablishment of a great central trio mastery for the whole coun¬ 
try in the vicinity of Seoul, and in it was installed a Buddhist 
High Priest in Chief who was to control the whole Buddhist 
Church in the laud. It was a ludicrous attempt, for Bud¬ 
dhism in Korea is dead so hx as any genuine influence is coil' 
ceruecj. Mixed with the native spirit-worship if has its mil¬ 
lions of devotees, but sn far $s becoming ti fash ion able cult is 
concerned nothing is more unlikely. But it has been the 
case for over a thousand vear* that when things have gone 
badly in the government there has been a harking back io the 
old Buddhist mummery, to ioftmie4e1lers*geoniancer5 and the 
like, find the only significance of this Attempt was to prove 
that there was something “rotten in Denmark. 1 

Another evidence wa* the con si am and successful At¬ 
tempt to centralize the power of the Government in the hands 
uf the Emperor- The overthrow of the Independence Party, 
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whose iriiiin lenet was curtailment of the Imperial preroga¬ 
tive, gave ft uew impulse to the eulargemunt of that prerogative 
su that in the vear 1901 wr find almost all the government 
business transacted in the Palace itself* The various min¬ 
isters of state could da nothing on their own initiative. 
Everything wa s centered in the throne and in two ur three 
favorites who stood near the throne. Of these Yi Yong ik 
was the most prominent* 

A third evidence of deterioration was the methods adopt¬ 
ed to fill the coffers of the Household treasury. The pre¬ 
vious year had been a bad one. Out of a possible twelve 
million dollars of revenue only seven million could be 
collected- There wa% great distress all over the country and 
tiie pinch was fell in the palace. Special inspectors and 
agents were therefore seat to the country armed with Au¬ 
thority from the Emperor to collect money f^r the House¬ 
hold treasury. These men adopted any and every means to 
accomplish their work and this added very materially 10 the 
discontent of the people. The prefects were very loath to 
forego a fraction of the taxation, because they saw How 
previous prefects were being mulcted because of failure t<i 
collect the full amount* and so between the prefect and the 
special agents the people seemed to be promised a rather bad 
time, hi fact it caused such at) uutcry on every side that 
the government at last reluctantly recoiled the special 
agents. 

Early in the year the fact was made public that Korea 
had entered into un agreement with Russia whereby it was 
guaranteed that do land at Masaispo or ou the island at Ko je 
,it its entrance should ever be *dd or pinna 11 colly tcased to 
any foreign Power, Russia had already retired a coaling 
station there and it was generally understood, the world 
over, that Russia had special interest in that remarkably 
fine harbor. Avowedly this was merely for pacific purpose^ 
but the pains which Russia took to make a secret agreement 
with Korn debarring other Powers front privileges similar to 
those which she had acquired, naturally aroused the suspic¬ 
ions of the Japanese and of the Koreans themselves, those of 
them that had not been ra the secret ; and thi? step, inimical 
to jap?n as it undoubtedly was, probably helped to hasten the 
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final catastrophe. Menu while Rrisjiiau subjects were taking 
advantage of ihe influential position of Iheir Government in 
Seoul and through rTTiui*tern1 influence some glass-makers, 
iron-workers and wearers were employed by the Government 
without the smallest probability of their * vpr doing 
anything in any oF these lines. In fact at about this time the 
Government whj induced to lake on quite a Ijrgc number 
of Russians and Russian sympathisers who never were able 
to render any service whatever in lieu of their pay. In many 
ca*es the most cursory investigation would hove shown that 
such would inevitably be the resalt. It is difficult to evade 
the conclusion that the Government was deliberately 
exploited. 

Ft was in the spring of this year that the project begun 1(1 
be seriously discussed in Jstiati °f colonizing portions of 
Korea with Japanese, and a s'wietv or company was formed 
in Tokyo with this as itv avowed purpose. Tins naturally 
evoked a good deal of feeling in Korea where tin: Japanese 
were not at the time enjoying any con side ruble influence at 
court. The fact then cartie out for the first time, an 1 has 
bevo further emphasized since, that the Korean, whatever he 
mav feel for his Government, is passionately attached to the 
soil. ** 

Rut at this time another and a far greater surprise was in 
store for the world. It wns the announcement of * defensive 
alliance between Japan and Great Britain. By the terms o 
this agreement Jupin and great Britain guaranteed to injure 
the independence of Korea and the integrity of the Chinese 

Empirc-t-lThe tremendous inline net of thiF historic document 
was felt ai once in every capital nf Europe and in ewr> cap 
ital, port and village of the Far Hast. It stung the lethargic 
to life and it caused the rashly enthnsiaatic tn stop and tlnnk 
There Can 1 « nn manner of doubt ihat this alliance was one 
of the necessary steps jo preparing fur the war which Japan 
already foresaw on the horizon. It indicated clearly to Rus¬ 
sia that her coiitiiiued occupation of Mindintis and her cun - 
tinned encroachments upon Korea would he called in question 
at some nut distant dav. But she was; blind to the warning. 
This convent inn Wind Great Britain to aid Japan in defen¬ 
sive operations ami to work with her to the preservation of 
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Korean independence and the integrity of China. It will be 
swn # therefore, LhiU Japan gave tip once and for all any 
thought that she might previously have had of impairing the 
independence of this country and any move in that direction 
wunld absolve Great Britain from all obligations due *o the 
signing of the agreement. 

The year had but just begun when the operations of 
Counterfeiters of nickel coins became so flagrant as to demand 
the attention of all who were interested in trade in the pen¬ 
insula, japan had most at stake and Russia had least, and 
this explains why the Russian authorities applauded the work 
of Yi Yongdkaud encouraged liitn to continue and increase 
the issue of such coinage In March matters had come to 
such a pass that the foreign representatives, irrespective of 
partisan Sines* met and discussed ways and means for over¬ 
coming the difficulty. Alter careful deliberation they framed 
a set of recoramcadatiotis which were sent to the Government, 
These urged the discontinuance of thi> nickel coinage,, Uiv 
withdrawal from circulation of spurious coins and stringent 
Saw* against counterfeiting, Bnt this was of little or uo 
avail. The Government was making a Eve cent coin at a 
cosl of less lhan two cents and consequently the counterfeiters 
with good tools could make as good a coin as the Government 
aud still realize enormously ou the operation. It was impos¬ 
sible to detect the counterfeited coins* iu many cases, and so 
there was uu possibility of withdrawing theeii from circulation. 
The beaw drop in exchange was not due so much to the 
counterfeit tug as to Ehe fact that the intrinsic value of me 
cum wits nothing like as much as the face value, and by an 
immutable law of finance as well as of human nature it fell lo 
a rui dous discount But even this would not have worked 
hrivoc with trade if h having fallen, the discredited coinage 
would stay fallen* but it had the curious trick of rising and 
falling with such sudden fluctuations that business became a 
mete gamble, and the heavy interests of Japanese and Chinese 
merchants were nearly at a standstill 
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Chapter XXV. 

Tae tmc- Batik itcmi ntplcs * Independence Chib scare . *-li£bt- 
brri i * e $ .. , Opening of vt-orli on Seoul AVijn R.R . cocnhiitAlio-n 
a^ainfit Vi Y-nnR-ik he p* accused ami itegTttdcd rewuvd by 
Rti&taiui gimcnV, pr^tc*! inf the Japoiae*e gainst hti return Yi 
KemiVik Russian cotrtpleceacy . Kusaijm policy in the Fsf 
East . i-oulrm between Russiaand [apau'6 aim*. 

Al this paint the First Bank of Japan. called the Dai 
Ichi (jinko, brought up a scheme for putting out ac issue of 
special bsnk notes that would not circulate outside of Korea. 
Korea was importing much more than she exported and the 
balance of trade being Against her it was impossible to keep 
Japanese paper in the country in sufficient quantities to carry 
oti ordinary local trade. For this reason the bank received 
the sanction of the Korean Government to put out this issue 
of batik piper which could not be sent abroad but would be 
extremely Useful as a local currency This was done and it 
was found to work admirably* The Koreans had confidence 
in this money and it circulated freely It had two advantages 
not enjoyed by any form of Korean currency, namely, it was 
a stable currency aud suffered no fluctuations and it was in 
Urge enough denominations to make it possible to transfer a 
thousand dollars from one man's pocket to that of another 
without employing a string of pack-ponies to carry the 
stuff. 

But we uniat retrace our steps and note some other 
events of interest that happened in the spring months. One 
of these was the scare in government circles over the report¬ 
ed revival of the Independence Club under the encourage’ 
ment of a so-called Korean Party in Tokyo, to which it was 
believed some Korean political refugees belonged. A great 
stir was made in Seoul and several men were arrested, but 
there ivas no evidence that would pay sifting* and though it 
was evident that the government would have been glad to 
find a true bill against some of the men who wcie arrested it 
was forced by leek of evidence to let 1 hem go. The inci¬ 
dent was of importance only as showing the extreme Sen¬ 
sitiveness of the government On the point, and its deletmi- 
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nation, noTv thnl tlie T nrlepedEkrice Party was down* la keep 
i t dawn. 

The ape important material impirovemenl of the ymr 
was the adoption of a plan far the building np Mittir thirty 
lighthouses on the coast of Korea, Ever since the openmK 
tap of foreign trade the lath of proper lights especial]y an The 
western coast had bee*i i matter of growing Concern to 
^hipping etitnpaniv-. This ’oncern mi*v ? > 1 1 v she 

danger unis nnTor^af the coast where high tides* a perfect ntt- 
work of Lslr.nris nnrf oft ^prevailing fogs made navigation n 
mosi difficult and dangerous matter. The fact that fight* 
houses ought tohnvelKfrn built Ten ve^rs ago does not de¬ 
tract from fhc merit of ttrone who at last took the matter iu 
hand and piishtt! it to an issue 

The month of May wrtnewd a spectacular event in the 
ceremony a! the formal opening of wort on the Seoul-Wi]*( 
It a i hen v. Thr spirit was willing hut the flesh was weak. 
Neither Trench rmr Ruslan monev wop forthcoming lo push 
the wort, ?rnd so the Korean governnsc-nt whs invited in fin* 
rinr-c the scheme. Yi % v rMigr-il-t tvris tttfdc president of the 
compauv smf if there had been a few thousand more ex- 
prefects Ed mulct he might have raked enough motley tn 
curry the mart * few miles ; but it is much to he feared that 
hi* financial tthiliiv. ** tenderly inti. !i«J upon by the Japan¬ 
ese Minister in 1m sperch on that "'fitisphnom ncciwknTwas 
scarcely sufficient for the work, and the plan wan not com# 
pfcEertt There is much reason to believe that this whale 
bperatfcan Ms tun till V a scheme jin ihr- put E. ->T the R 4 s- 
juans to preempt the gmmul in order la keep the Japanese 

out. 

As ihe year wore toward its rTose the usurpation at num¬ 
erous offices hy Yi Yoitg ik and his assumption of comptef* 
control Iti the palace bore its legitimate fruit in the intense 
liAtied nf fotir-fifiha of She entire official class. He wsis 
looked Upnu rs but one mnre victim destined to The same 
fate which had overtaken iClm ftrmg-iivuk and k*tm YHng- 
juts But in his case thE difficulties were much greater. 
Yi Yang ife hat! out awuv tn same safe place an fftiormou^ 
amount oT Government eum-v iuij In. he I ! it it* n hmssig- 
for his j^eisonal safety i/ntil that money was safely tn the- 
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Imperial treasury twn the revenge w'nrild i\ol be .sweet 
cnuiigfi to make it worth the loss. Not only bu t Idle 
whole finances of Ihe Hou*eTi©Id were in hi* bands mid Ais 
sudden inking <»if would leave the accounta in such shape 
thai no one could make them out, md enormous suui-^ due 
Ihe department would he lost. Yi Yimgdk had fixed hmi- 
self so that his life was belter worth than his death however 
much ihit might be desired. But the officiary at large cared 
little Aar Hits. There vv.ia no doubt that the one person who 
should accomplish the overthrow of the favorite and thus bring 
embarrassment tn the Imperial purs± would suffer for it. but 
Korean intrigue was quite capable tit coping with n little 
difficulty like this. The result must be brought about by a 
Cttmbi nation JO struUg arid no mrnmmom that no One would 
ever know wh© the prime mover was s'hts :il least is a 
plausible theory and the only one thai adequately eat plain* 
how and why ihe scheme miscarried The whole course of 
the Intrigue is so characteristically Korean and include? *o 
many elements of guinutie humor, ha spate of its object* lhat 
we will narrate it briefly It must *if course be understood 
that the officials were keenly can the lookout for mi oppor¬ 
tunity to get the hated favorite the flip and in such a 
manner that even his financial value to the Emperor would 
not avail jinn. 

One day, while in conversation with Ladr Dm, the Em¬ 
peror's favorite COtJCobinr who has been mistress of the palace 
since the death of the; Que~n H Yi Yung ik compared hrr to 
Yang Iv svi-fai © concubine of the IfcSt Hcnptrnr of the Tang 
dynasty hi China, lie Intended this as » compliment but ^ 
ha* education w very limited he was not aware that Ac could 
have,said nothing mure ttuitilting; foi Kwl-bi by flei meretri¬ 
cious art* is believed to have hi caught about the de&irimlfliu 
of the Tong dynasty At the time Ufcdj Orn herself was 
Unaware that anything derogatory had been said and ^bc 
received the supposed compliiueni with complacency i hut 
her nephew who was present, not tmdr Extending Ihe 
reference, wept aud asked sun icon e vise about h nut! Itemed 
the truth of the matter. He doubtless knew that Yi Youg 
sk was not aware of his gauefierit and *© held hib peace for -i 
lime, but in some way the Prime Minister and lire foreign 
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Minister heard a rmiwr that M>ntet bitty insulting had l>ecn 
•bind They cabled up the nephew of Uidy Om and from him 
learned the damning facts. They also knew well enough 
that nu insult had been intended hut here was a "case' Lo 
be worked lo its fullest capacity. The most sanguine could 
not bripe that the hated favorite would give them a heller 
hold upon him than this: for the position of Lady Qui was 
a very delicate one and there had been a dispute on lor years 
between the Emperor's c<jii usd lots as to the advisability of 
raising her to the position of Empress. A word against lief 
was i most serious matter 

Everything was now ready for the grand coup and cm the 
a?th of Novenber fourteen of the highest officials memorialised 
the Lli roue declaring lha! Yi Yong ik was a iraitur and must 
be condemned and executed at once- His Majesty suggested 
a little delay but ots the evening of the same day I he same 
men presented a second memorial couched in still stronger 
language, and they followed if tip the next morning with a 
third. To their urgent advice was added that of Lady Ons 
herself and of many oilier of the officials. A crowd of offic¬ 
ials gathered at the palace gate and on their knees awaited the 
decision of the Emperor, There was not a single soul of all 
that crowd hut knew that the charge was a mere excuse and 
yet it was nominally valid. It was the will of that powerful 
company against the will of the Emperor, The tension was 
two great and His Majesty at last reluctantly consented, or 
at least expressed consent: but he first ordered the accused 
to he stripped of all his honors and to render all his accounts. 
This was nominally as teusuiiabE as was the charge against 
the man, Et was a case of "diamond cut diamond 11 ifi which 
the astuteness of the Emperor won. The accusers could not 
object to having the accused disgorge before being executed 
but it was at this very point that they were foiled Yi Yong- 
ik's accounts were purposely in such shape that it would 
have taken a month to examine them, for he alone held the 
key. Nothing can exceed the desperate coolness of the 
mnxi under the awful ordeal. At one point, just after the 
acquiescence of the Emperor, the written sentence of death 
is said to have gone forth but was recalled just as it was to 
have gone out of the palace gate=, after which there would 
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have beep no recall No man ever escaped by a narrower 
margin. When Vi Youg-lk presented hb accounts the Km- 
penjr anuouoced that it would take some days to straighten 
matters out since the accused ivas the only emu to unravel 
the skein. Here was .probably 1 the crucial point in the intrigue. 
If the white heat of the day before had been maintained and 
the officials had demanded instant punishment, accounts or 
no accounts, the thing would have been dotie p but as it hap¬ 
pened the consciousness of having won jeSaxed the tension 
to such a degree that the accused gained time* This time 
was utilized by calling in a Russian guard and spiriting the 
accused away to the Russian Legation. This accomplished 
His Majesty suavely announced that the case would be con¬ 
sidered* but that meanwhile the officials must disperse. 
There were further memorials, resignations masse, pas 
sinuate recrimiriaftons until at last two or three officials who 
had held their peace saw that the game was up and, in order 
to curry favor themselves, offered a counter memorial charg¬ 
ing Yi Yotig-ik's accuser? with indirection. This was 
listened to and the Prime Minister was deprived of bis offic¬ 
ial rank. This *usdc possible a compromise whereby both 
Yi Yotig-ik and the Prime Minister were restorer] to all their 
former honors nod all went “merry os a marriage bell .' 1 
Bui it was thought best to let Yi Yong-ik travel for bis own 
and his country's good, so he was made Commissioner to Buy 
Anuam Rice* wh ich was itself a pretty piece of diplomacy 
since it recalled prominently to the people the one phase of 
the injured man’s career which they couki unhesitatingly 
applaud. He was taken off in ft Russian cruiser to Port 
Arthur—to buy A on am rice! 

When he rent rued to Seoul a few weeks later the Jap¬ 
anese lodged a strong protest against his return to political 
power bul ihe Russian authorities made a counter-proposi¬ 
tion urging that he wm the only man capable of handling the 
finances of the country. Under existing drcumstaoces the 
very protest of the Japanese was an argument in his favor 
and he came back into power on the flood tide, tiacked, as he 
bad never been before^ by the full favor of the Russian party. 
They naturally expected substantial payment for having 
saved him,, and so far as be was able he liquidated the debt. 


KORKAN UtSTOHV. 


3*3 

Mraiiwhile another man, Yi KcUJt*t*ik 1 hud risen to 
potvrr through servile adherence to Russian intcrests The 
somewhat enigEnaticiil chiracter of ¥i Yon^ik made him to 
a certain extent an unknown quantity. Sot even the Jap- 
anew considered hit) wholly given over to Russia; but this aew 
m ist was definitely committed to Russian interests and with his 
ri-r t□ important position it became evident for the first time 
that the Korean Government had decided to rely upon Russia 
nod %o reject the aid nr the advice of Japan. The cud of the 
yejLT uMy be said to have bveti the approximate time 
when Japan first realised that all hope of a peaceful solution 
of the Korean problem was gone. One naturally why 

Korea took this step. and, while we are still too near the 
event to secure an entirely di> passionate estimate or opinion, 
there teems to be little doubt that U was because Russia 
made ro pretension^ and expensed no desire, to reform the 
administration of the Dover nine lic She was perfectly content 
to let things go along vo the old way in thi? pen in sub. know¬ 
ing that this would constantly mid increasingly jeopardise the 
interests of Japan while She Ueri-li had practically no commer¬ 
cial interest* to suffer. 

The immemorial policy of Russia in Asia sufficiently 
accounts for her work in Korea. Her policy of gradual 
absorption of native tribes has never held within its purview 
the dvilrring or the strengthening of thus- tribes* until they 
have been gathered under her aegis. On the other bund, 
until that has been accomplished she has either wafted patient¬ 
ly for the disintegration ui the native tribes or hm actually 
Elided In such disintegration Hi story show* tie cast in which 
Russia has strengthened the bauds of another people for the 
sake of profiling by the larger market that would be opened 
up; for until very recently the commercial side of the 
question baa scarcely been considered, and even now the 
commercial interests uf Russia depend upon an exclusive 
nmrkel. that in any case a dominant political inilueuce 
a the very Brat step in every move of Russta m the Easit. 
Why thru should Russia Have Advised adnumstratTW ur 
moneiary or any other reform, since such action would in¬ 
evitably form a bai to the success of her own ultimate 
plans? 
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The h 151 or tan of (He future, taking hist stand above add 
out of the smoke of battle, wiU take s dispassinnate vie# of 
tbe whole situation. He will mark the antecedent*! of the-c 
t«o rival Powers, he will compare their domestic and foreign 
policies, he will weigh the motives that impelled them, he 
will mark the instruments wielded by each and the men 
whom they employed as their intermediaries and agent*. 
Then and not till then will it be possible to tell whether the 
present recorders of events are right in asserting that while 
the policies of both Powers ate essentially selfish the success 
of Russia's policy involves the disintegration and national 
ruin of tbe peoples she comes in contact with while the sne* 
cess of Japan's policy demands the rehabilitation of the 
Far Hast. 

Much depended upon the attitude which Korea should 
finalh assume toward these two mutually antagonistic 
policies. It she bad sided with Japan and had shown a fixed 
determination to resist the encroachment* of Russia by adopt¬ 
ing a policy of internal renovation which would enlist the in¬ 
terest. and command the admiration of tbe world, the present 
war might have been indefinitely postponed. Whether it could 
have been finally avoided would depend largely upon the 
changes that are taking place in Russia herself where in 
spite of all repressive agencies education and enlightenment 
are filtering in sad causing a gradual change. Here again 
the future historian may be able to say with confidence that 
il was better that the war came when it did in that it 
confirmed Japan in her course of commercial* industrial and 
intellectual expansion, guaranteed China against disintegra¬ 
tion and opened the eyes of the Russians themselves to their 
need of radical internal reform* Aud he may be able to say 
that the temporary suspension of Korean autonomy was hut 
a small price to pay for these enormous benefits to the Far 
East and to the world at large. 

Chapter XXVI, 

Return of Yi Vting-ik. .. .Attack on Japanese Itant. Government 

I nets down ,, .Roman Catholic troubles in Wtang-hi Province .. 
trials at Ilt-ju .. .difficulty settled .. Korean student* tobr«nM» 
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Kusasu -Tilt RtuiMflji timber couce&dau. Russia enters Youg- 

firapo + + ip Korean prophecies ... Japan, England aed Acnerica uige 
the opening of Ycmgainpo. + RtL*ai* prevenia u*** . ftaaaiana ea- 
re *d I ktiii is of con neuron ,, . jap^ncse proles* Futt KicboU*. . 

JflptintMt ^idlii m Setml r , 4 ^iiictn pawn Ijrtktrt P Lyp 

lpti.sijjcs.v J r e^.LOiPH giuud* gaverntubtit pr^Ec&t them 

.. l iear> uf piptllur uprising .native pic^i ek| 

trouble m tbe CDLllUr)',, *Foreign et Lbrcii^ned, 


The year 1903 beheld iht rapid culmination of the diffi¬ 
culties between Japan and Russia* It bad already become 
almost sure that war alone would cui the Gordian kuci, and 
if any more proof wa* utet^ary this year supplied it, 

Yi Wmg ik in Port Arthur received assurance from tbc 
E taper or that if he returned be wguJd be given a powerful 
Rflard* and m this be was doubtless seconded bv the Rnsiriiin* 
who could use him to better advantage in Seoul than in Port 
Arthur. He tel graphed lor 15.000 bags of Annum rice and 
arrived in Chemulpo on the very day the rice came. It 
formed a sort of peace offering which, in the temporary 
scarcity, wai very agreeable to the people* H\s return was 
the signal for a vigorous attack upon Japanese luiertsts^ 
On the eleventh of the preceding September the Acting 
Minister of Foreign Affairs had i^tted an order prohibiting 
the use of the Japanese bunk notes, alleging that since they 
were not government notes they were unsafe. Vbi> was a 
direct breach of faith- because as we have well the Japanese 
Batik had already obtained the full consent of the govern¬ 
ment to issue and circulate these notes. It is almost incon¬ 
ceivable that any man of ministerial rnak would be so devoid! 
of ordinary common sense n> to attempt such a thing as this. 
Of course there was an instant and peremptory protest on the 
jMirt of the Japanese authorities and the government had to 
stultify itself by taking it all back. The promise was made 
that the governors of the provinces would be instructed 10 re¬ 
move all objections to the circulation of the notes, but tbr 
promise was nevtir kept. Now on the seventeenth of Jan¬ 
uary YiYong-ik H who had but just returned, made a fierce at¬ 
tack upon the Japanese bank and a note was sent from the 
Finance Department to that of Foreign Affairs demanding by 
what right the latter had ventured to interfere in the finances of 
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the country. Cho PyBng-sit who had reinstated the Japanese 
notes was dismissed from the Foreign Office and everything 
fell into the hands of Yi Yong-ik, A lew days later the Mayor 
of Seoul posted a circular forbidding the use of these notes 
on pain of severe punishment. This went ail over the coun¬ 
try and there was an immediate run on the batik, which was 
tided over with the greatest difficulty. Of course the Jap- 
anese were in a position to make reprisals* and after a little 
pointed talk the bluster of the favorite subsided to a weak 
whisper, and the authorities apologised id the most abject 
manner. It should he noted that the Russians gave no help 
to Yi Yong-ik whcti it came to the point nf an actual breach 
with Japan. 

For some time then? had been great unrest throughout 
the province of Whang-bl owing to the lawless acts of the 
Roman Catholic adherents there. The matter was brought 
clearly before the notice of the Government through American 
Protestant missionaries because many of tlae Protestant native 
Christians had been involved in those trembles and had 
been iixiprisoned, beaten, tortured and robbed by those who 
were avowedly members of the Roman Church. A number 
of these lawless acts were committed under the sign and 
*eal of the Church itself. When the matter became loo 
notorious to escape action on the part of the Government 
a native official named Yi Eungdk was appointed as a 
special Couimissiouei: to go to HA-ju* the capital the pro¬ 
vince* and investigate the matter thoroughly. Foreign re¬ 
presentatives of both the Roman Catholics and of the Pro¬ 
testant# were present attd the trial was instituted in a per¬ 
fectly f a ir and impartial manner. It was clear that the truth, 
the whole truth and nothing but the truth was to be ditilcd 
by this trial and after vain attempts UM|iiash the indictment 
one of the French Catholic priests left the place accompanied 
and followed by a considerable number of those against 
whom there were most serious charges. These people 
gathered at a certain town and assumed a threatening at¬ 
titude toward the Korean Government, but ibough all the 
foreign Roman Catholic re presell hit ices refused to attend Lb*,- 
trial of the dozen or mnre of their adherents who had been 
arresicct* the iiiaS continued and charge after charge of the 
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too^t grievous nalure was proved, one man being convicted 
of murder. During the trio! various attempts were made to 
discredit the Commissioner b«t before the end of the trials 
hi* power was g?eatlv increased, The result was to put an 
end to the difficulties and though those responsible for the 
outrages were never adequately punished it ts probable that 
the Korean Government sufficiently demonstrated its pur¬ 
pose to deal with inch matters to a strictly impartial maimer. 

The great preponderance of Rossmn influence was 
manifested early in 1903 by the decision on the pari of the 
Government to send a number of young Koreans lo Russia 
to study, but when it came to the pomt qf selecting the men 
it was found that there was no desire on the pari of the 
students to go, This wa1 due in part lo the feeling that 
Korean students abroad arc not Inched after very carefully 
by the authorities and there are loug delays iti p if not complete 
cessation of, transmission of money for tbeir support. 

Early in the year it transpired that the Russians had 
obtained from the Korean Emperor a concession to cut 
timber along the Vain River The thing was done secretly 
and irregularly and the government never received a tithe of 
the value of the concession* By this act the government 
dispossessed itself of one of its finest sources of wealth and 
sacrificed future millions for a few paltry thousand in band , and 
a promise to pay a share of the profits, though no provision wa* 
made for giving the government an opportunity of watching 
the work in its own interests, Soon after the Russians had 
begun to work the concession they began to make advances 
fur the obtaining at harbor facilities in connection with it. 
The port of Yongaiupo was decided upon and the Karrau gov- 
emment was asked to allow the Russians the use of it fur 
this purpose. This created a very profound impression npoi» 
Japan and upon the world at large* It was felt that this was 
giving Russia a foothold upon the soil of Kurland Russia'* 
history ^hmvs that, once gained, the point would never be 
given np. The activity of Russia rn the north gave rise to 
the notion that Japanese InBnenre was predominant in the 
southern half of the peninsula and Russian in the northern 
half. This gave birth to all sorts of rumors among the Korean 
people and the ancient books were ransacked for pigphcdu 
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that would fit the situation. Out- of these is worth repealing 
since it illustrates very perfectly the Korean tendency 10 
consult some oracle id times of national peril. This partic¬ 
ular prophecy is sLipjKised to say that "Vhen white pine-trees 
grow iu KofL-a the northern half of the peninsula will go to 
the Tartar and the southern half To the Shrimp. 1 ' Japan, from 
its shape, is said to resemble a shrimp, while Tartar covers the 
Muscovite, The people interpreted the "white pines 1 to re¬ 
fer to the telegraph poles 1 And thus the prophecy was con¬ 
sidered to mean (hat when Korea is opencil to foreign inter¬ 
course it will be divided between Russia and Japan It can* 
not be *aid than this caused any considerable stir among the 
people and iis only vn lint lies in the certain indication that it 
afforded of the general unrest and suspicion among them. 
As a Whole the attitude of the Korean h»s always lieen 
a rational and consistent one ns between Russia and Jjipan. 
He has a greater personal antipathy for the latter because 
they have const into closer contact, but there is a mysterious 
dread in his heart which warns him of the Russian, He will 
never say which he would rathei have hi power here, but 
always says, pray to be delivered from them both. 1 ' 

Japan began to urge upon the government the necessity 
of opening Yotigampo to foreign tr-ide, but Russia, of course, 
opposed this with all her powers of persuasion* Great Brit¬ 
ain and the United States pined in urging the opening of 
the port. The United States bad already arranged for the 
opening of the port of Anlung }nst opposite Yougumpo, 
and for the sake nf trade it ms highly desirable that 
a port on the Korean side of the Vain should be opened. It 
had no special reference to the Russian occupation of the 
port, but as pressure was being bmnghs to bear tipun the gov* 
crmneiit to throw open the port it was considered an oppor 
tune time to join forces in pushing iur this desired end. 
And It was more for the interest of Kotea lo do this than for 
any of the powers that were urging it- Such an act would 
have been & check to Russian aggression and would hwive 
rendered nngan^y any ulterior plan she might have us rr* 
gards Korea. But I hr Russian power in Seoul was ton gretil. 
It bad n«! upheld the cans- of Vi Yiuig-ik in vain, and the 
government, while using very spec ion* langimge, withstood 
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tvery attempt to secure the opening of tlie port. At last the 
American Government modified its request and asked that 
Wiju be opened* but to this Russia objected almost as strong¬ 
ly as to the other, There can be little doubt that this un¬ 
compromising attitude of Russia on Lhe Korean border eon* 
firmed Japan in the position she had doubtless* already as¬ 
sumed. It was quite evident that the force of arms was the 
only thing that would make Russia retire from Korean 
soil. 

AH through the summer complaints caine in from the 
north That the Russians were working their own willaloug the 
northern border and taking every advantage of The loose 
language in which the agreement had been worded. Again 
gud again informal 1011 came up to Seoul tbit the Russian 
agents were goiug outside the limits specified in the bond but 
there wa> no one to check it. It was impossible to police the 
territory enertrehed upjn and there is reason to believe 
that the Government chafed under the imposition. At least 
the telegraph line* which the Russian* erected entirely with- 
out warrant were repeatedly torn down by emissaries o t the 
Government and apparently without check ftoai the central 
authorities* 

In the Summer when the text of the proposed Agreement 
between Russia and Korea fluent Ycingatnpo became public 
t be Japanese Government made ^ stroug protest. She probably 
knew tti-t this was a urnre form but she nwed it to herself to 
file a protest against such £tiictdtil action on the part of Kirefl, 
The insolence of The Russians swelled to The point of renam¬ 
ing Yongampo Port Nicholas. 

In October the Japanese merchants in Seoul and other 
commercial centers began calling in all outst si riding moneys 
with lhe evident expectation of war. All brokers and loan 
associations c!o-ed their accounts and refused to make fnrllur 
loan* It is more than probable that they had received she 
hint that it might he well to suspend operariuiis for the time 
bei tig. From this lime Until war was declared the people of 
Korea wailed in utmost suspense. Thev knew war Only a* a 
Universal desolation, They hod no notion of any of thecum- 
punitive amenities of modern wnrf ire <*r the Imiiiunities of 
liOUCuiiibataiitzL W:*r mvjnt to them the broking up uf £Lie 
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▼cry foundations of society, and many a time the anxious in¬ 
quiry wns put as^ to whether the war would probably be 
fought on Korean *oil or in MaiichiiriH Once more Korea 
found tiers?!! the ^'Shrimp between two whales and doubly 
afflicted in that whichever one should win she would in all 
probability form part of the bcjoly of the victor. 

The year 1004. which will be recorded in history uotieof 
the nio.ht inomentons in all theauflats ol luc I'^T Hast, opened 
upon a very unsatisfactory stAle of thini<s in Korean It hud 
become as certain a* any future event can be that Japan and 
Rue. "mr would soon be at swords points. The negotiations 
between these two powers were being carried on in St. Filler*— 
burg and. as published later, were of the most unsatisfactory 
nature. J*pm was completing her Jar ran gemeul* far sink- 
mg the blow which fell on February the ninth. Of course 
these plans were not mud? public but there was conflict til the 
very air and all men were bracing themselves for the shock 
that they felt must soon come. The action of Ja panese money- 
lenders in suspending operations was followed tn January by 
the Korean pawn brokers and at a season when such action 
indicted the greatest possible hirm upon the pour people of 
the capital, who find it impossible to live without temporarily 
hypothecating a portion of their personal effects This to- 
geih^r with the excessive cold aroused a spirit of unrest 
whb’h camt near assuming dangerous proportions. Some of 
the Native papers were so unwise sMo f^n theembersby dilat¬ 
ing upon the hard conditions under which the Koreans labor¬ 
ed. Their sharpest comments were directed at the Govern 
men! but their tendency was to incite the populace against 
foreigners 

All through the month the various foreign legations were 
bringing in guard* to protect their legations and their respec¬ 
tive nationals and this very natural and entirely justifiable 
action was resented by tfa^ Government. fl protested time 
and again against ibe presence of foreign troops, as if their 
coming were in some way an insult to Korea. The officials 
in charge theieby showed ilicir utter incompetence to diag^ 
nose the situation correctly. It was well known that the 
disaffection among the Korean troops in Seoul was great and 
that the dangerous dement known as the PeddUrs Guild was 
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capable of tWY excel***. The nnfrfondlv attitude of Yi 
Yung-ik and Yi Rtm«*fe toward* weslern foreigner*. except¬ 
ing KuS'iDtm and French, together with their mule or less 
ciifitt: connection with the Feddlars was sufficient rc.v*cni for 
the precautionary* measures that were adopted. But the na¬ 
tive papers made matters worse by rid sen ling both the gov¬ 
ernment and the army. At nue time there was considerable 
solicitude on the pair of foreigners, not lest tile Korean pop¬ 
ular*: itself would break into open revolt bnl lest sonic vio* 
lent faction would lie encouraged by the authorities to make 
trouble: so little confidence had they in the good sense of the 
com' favorite It was fairly evident that ju ca** of trouble 
the Japanese would very soon hold the capital and it wa> 
feared that the violently pro- Russia n officials, despairing of 
protection at the bauds of Russia, would cause a general 
insurrection, hoping in the tumult to make good their escape. 
It w aB felt lha> gic-at precautions Slupu Id be taken by foreign- 
ers not to give tiny excise fora popular uprising. The electric 
cars diminished their speed so as to obviate the possibility of 
;juv accident, for even the smallest Casualty might form the 
match while would set tbc people on 6re. 

Bill popular unrest was not confined to Sseoul. A serious 
movement was begtm in the two southern provinces where, it 
was reported, hundreds of the ajunt or prettctiiial constables 
were preparing to lead a formidable insii tree lion, 1 he firm 
hold that these men have upon the people made it. not unlike* 
Jy that it would ptove milch mote serious than the Tongbak 
insurrection of 1^94, 1‘fdffl the north, as well, persistent 
reports came of the banding together of the disaffected people, 
mid foreign residents ill those parts Affirmed that they had 
never before seed such a state of affairs. One of them was 
driven fr om a country village and threatened with death if be 
should ever return. The Korean soldiers who formed the 
garrison of Fyeng-yang joined the polii c in breaking into the 
bouses Of wealthy natives and stealing money and goods. 
The authorities icmonstiated, but without effect. By the 
ivrentieth of January the tension became so great in Seoul 
that a consider aide number of the wealthy natives began 
removing there families and there valuables to the country. 

About the iotb of January the report circulated that Russia 
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had proposed that northern Korea be tn^de a neutral zQ DE 
land fch.it japan exercise predominant influence in the spilth. 
This wsts nnlv an echo of the riegoliations which were near* 
ing the breaking r*>int En St Petersburg and it confirmed 
Those wbn kurw Jnp m in their n pin ion I hat war alone could 
settle The matter. On the following d iv thr Korean Govern* 
ment issued its proclamation of neutrality a> bet ween Russia 
and Japan* ThU curious action, taken before any declaration 
of war nr any act of hostility* was a pretty demonstration 
of Russia11 tactics- It was evident Thai in case of war Japan 
would bf The first in the field and Korea would naturally 
be the road by which she would attack Russia Therefore 
while the (wo were technically at peace with esich other 
Korea was evidently induced hy Russia to put iortb a 
premature declaration of neutrality in order to anticipate 
any use of Korean lerritciry by Japanese troops. At the 
time this was done the FnretgTi Office was shorn or all real 
powet :irrc] was only the month-piece through which These 
friends of Russia spoke in order to make then pronounce 
merits nffieinL It was alreidy known rhat two of the most 
powerful Koreans n C"drt had strongly urged that Russia be 
asked to send trnojw to guard fht imperial palace in Seoul 
and the Japanese wore keenly 011 the lookout for evidences 
qI bad bilk tn the matter of this declared neutrality* When, 
therefore, they picked up a boat an the Yellow Sea a fexv 
da vs later and found on it a Korean bearing t tetter to Port 
Arthur asking for troops nnri that whii< unofficial in form, 
u came from the very officials who had prcunulgatefl the 
declaration of neutral it?* it became abundantly clear that 
the spirit of neutrality was non-existent. It must beleft tothe 
future historian todedare whether the Japanese were justified 
in impairing j declared neutrality lhai listed only iu name 
nod under cover of w hich the Korean officiuLs were proved to 
beading in a manner distinctly hostile to the interests of japan. 

All through January- the Japanese were busy making 
military stations evevy fifteen miles between Fusau and 
Seoul- All along the line small buildings Were erected, suf¬ 
ficiently large Is house twenty or thirty men. On January 
land Gen* Ijiebl arrived in Seoul as military attach* of the 
Japanese Legation* The appointment of a man of such 
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rank us Ibis was most significant and should have aroused 
the Russians to a realizing sense of their danger, but U did 
not do so, Four days leter ih\* general made a final appeal 
to the Korean Government asking for some definite statement 
as to its attitude toward Russia and Japan, The Foreign 
Office answered that the government was entirely .neotral. 
Two days later the Japanese landed a large amount of barley 
at the port of Kmssao. a few hours 1 run south of Chemulpo, 
and a light railway of the Pecanville type was also landed 
at the same place. On the 29th all Korean students were 
recalled from Japan. 

On February the first the Russians appeared to be the 
only ones who did not realize that trouble was brewing* 
otherwise why should they have stored 1.500 tons of coal and 
a quantity of barley In their godnwus on Rose Island ip 
Chemulpo Harbor on the second of chat month? On the 
seventh the government received a dispatch from \\ iju say¬ 
ing that sews! thousand Russian troops were approaching 
the border and that the Japanese merchants and others were 
preparing to relire from that place* The same day the Foreign 
Office sent to all the open ports ordering chat news should 
be immediately trle^raphed of any important movements. 

On Che eighth day of February Che Japanese posted 
notices in Seoul and vie mity that what Japan was about to 
do was dictated by motives oi ri^ht and justice and ihht the 
property and personal rights of Koreans would be respecied 
Koreans were urged to report any cases of ill-treatmerit to 
thn Japanese authorities am! immediate Justin ms promised. 
Fiorn this day the port of Cbenmtpo was practically blockad¬ 
ed by the Japanese and only by their cogent could vessels 
enter nr clear. 

Having arrived at the point of actual rupture between 
Japan and ku^s:i H it is necessary before entering into any de¬ 
tails of the struggle lo indicate the precise bearing of it upon 
Korea, Japan has always looked upon Korea as a Sand whose 
political status fend affinities are of vital interest to herself; 
just as England once looked upon the CiHtfm porls T namely 
35 a possible base of hostile action t*nd therefore to he- care¬ 
fully watched. One of two things have therefore been deem¬ 
ed essential, ekhet that Korea should be thoroughly indepen- 
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dent or that she should be under a Japanese protectorate. 
These !wo ideas have animated different parties in Japan, 
and have led to occasional troubles. There is one radical fac¬ 
tion which has consistently aud persistently demanded that 
Japan's suzerainty over Korea should be established and 
maintained, and it was the no willing ness of the Japanese 
authorities to adopt strong mcastireS in the PetiiusuEn which 
Led to the Siltsuma Rebellion. Another Large fraction of the 
Japanese, of more moderate and rational view, are committed 
tn thtf policy ul simply holding to the independence of Korea, 
arguing very rightly that if such independence is maintained 
and the resources of the country are gradually developed ja¬ 
pan will reap all the material advantages of the situation 
without shouldering the burden of the Korean administration 
nr meeting she violent opposition of the Koreans which such 
a step would inevitably entail. If ts this Lallet policy which 
hss prevailed and according to which Japan has attempted to 
work during the past three decades. It is this which actual 
*d her during the period of Chinn's active claim to suzer¬ 
ainty and finally caused the war o£ iS94 which finally settled 
the question of Korea's independence. But following upon 
this came the encroachments of Russia iti Manchuria £*ud the 
adoption of o vigorous policy in Korea. Japan's efforts to 
preserve the intrinsic autonomy of Korea were rendered 
abortive partly through mistakes which her own represcuta^ 
tives and agents made but sliU mure through the supineoess 
and venality of Korean officials. The .subjects of the Cor at 
the capital of Kor^a made use of the most corrupt officials at 
court and through them opposed Japanese interests at every 
point. Furthermore they made demands for exclusive rights 
in different Korean ports and succeeded iu encroaching upon 
Korean sovereignty in Yongampo. The evident policy 
of Russia was to supplant ja^jan in the peninsula, aud 00 rea^ 
sonable person can fail to see that It was their ultimate plan 
to add Korea to the map of Russia. The cause of the war 
was, therefore, the necessity laid upon japan of sale-guarding 
her vital interests, nay her very existence* by checking the 
encroachments of Russia upon Korean territory. 

But before submitting the waiter to the arbitrament of 
the sword japan exerted every effort to make Russia define 
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her mteotiotts in the Far East. With a patience that excited 
the nitmimtioo of t!jt world she kept plying- Russia with per¬ 
tinent questions until at Last it was revealed that Russia in¬ 
tended to deal with Manchuria as she wished and would con¬ 
cede Japanese interests in Southern Korea T only and even 
then only as Japan would engage not to act hi that sphere 
as Russia was acting in Manchuria 

All this time the Japanese people were clamoring For 
war. They wanted to get at the throat of their manifest foe: 
but their Government, ma masterly way, held them in check, 
kepi its own secrets so inviolable as to astonish the most as¬ 
tute diplomatists of the day, and at last, when the hour struck * 
she declared for war without having weakened the enthusiasm 
of her people and without giving occasion to adverse critics to 
say that she had yielded to poptrfar import unity. When she 
communicated to Russia her irreducible minimum one would 
think That even the blind could see that war was certain to 
follow sooa, iktt even then, if there is any truth in direct 
evidence, the great majority of the Russians laughed the 
matter aside as Impossible. The moderation and self-control 
of Japan was counted to her for hesitation, so that when the 
moment for action came and Japan sprang Upon her like a 
tigress robbed of her whelps, Russia cried aloud tbal she had 
been wronged. It was on the morning of the seventh that 
Baron Rosen's credentials had been handed back to him in 
Tokyo* The evening before this the Japanese Minister bod 
kft St. Petersburg This in itself was a declaration of war, 
biU forty hours elapsed before Japan struck the first blow* 
During those hour* Russia had ample time in which to with¬ 
draw her boats from Chemulpo even though the Japanese re- 
fused to transmit telegrams te> Seoul. A fast boat from Fou 
Arthur could easily have brought the message. 

It was oh the sixth and seventh that reports circulated 
fu Seoul that the Japanese were lauding large hodkrsof troops 
at Kunsan or Asart or botll* These rumors turned nut to be 
hi 1st, but beneath them was the fact that a fleet was ap¬ 
proaching Chemulpo. The question has been insistently 
asked why the Russian: Minister did not inform the com- 
rormdtr* of llus* Russian Vessels and s-e to it that they were 
«ltir of the hiirbor before the^e rumors were realised . The 
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answer aa given is thM the Russian Minister had no control 
over these boats. They had their orders to remain in Che* 
mulpo and they must stay. Onewonldthink that (here would 
beat least enough rafiarf between the civil and military (or 
naval) authorities to use the one in forwarding the interest* 
of the other. 

Even yet the Russians did not appreciate the seriousness 
uf the situation, but they decided that it was time to send 
notice to their authorities in Fort Arthur of what was rumor¬ 
ed at Chemulpo, So the small gunboat KoryeU made ready 
to move out. Her captain, Bel a left* proposed to the Ruslan 
Consul that the Russian steamship which was in 

port, should go with the Korytte and thus enjoy her protec¬ 
tion, but the agent of the company which ow ned the steam* 
ship strongly objected to her leaving the neutral port at such ^ 
time. He evidently realized in part the acute ness of the situa¬ 
tion* So the Sungari remained at her anchorage and the 
K&ryttz steamed out of port at two o'clock in the afternoon. 
Now, the harbor of Chemulpo is a somewhat peculiar one, for 
in one sense it is Landlocked and in another it is not. It i* 
formed by if>hnds between which there are many openings to 
the open sea, but most of these are so shallow that ships of 
medium draught do not dare attempt them There isbnt one 
recognised entrance and that is from the sontnwest, or be¬ 
tween that and the south. This entrance is several miles 
wide and in the center of it lie.* Round Island. When tlie 
Korytix arrived at the exit of the harbor she suddenly found 
herself surrounded by torpedo-boats. The only witnesses of 
what occurred at this point are the JapaEieseaud the Russians 
and wt can only give their accounts. The Russians say that 
the Japanese launched four torpedoes at the Kp^yttr and 
when within ten feet of her side they sank Another sta lenient 
is that a shot was fired on board the A'&rytfe but it was a 
mere accident ! The Japanese claim that the AW/: fired 
hist. If we try to weigh the probabilities it seems impos¬ 
sible that the torpedoes of the Japanese should have missed 
the Korytt- if the torpedo-boats were near the K«is- 
t ians claim. On the other hand the admission on the part nf 
n single Russian that the first gun was fired on the AVryd:, 
even though by accident, is rather damaging, for it Is more 
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than singular that an accident should have happened at that 
precise time. It is a tax on the credulity of the public tu 
give this lame excuse. 

In any case it makes little difference who began the 
firing. The Japanese had already seized the Russian steamer 
Mffkdftt in tbe harbor of Fn&aii and the war had begun. 
The Japanese doubtless held with Polonins, that it it is neces¬ 
sary to fight the man who strikes first and hardest will have 
the advantage. 31 The Af&rytir turned back to her anchorage 
and the Russians became swnre of the extreme prccaridtisuess 
of their position. Whatever attitude one may take toward the 
general situation it is impossible not to extend a large degree 
of sympathy to those Russian* personally. Through no 
(auLt qf their own they wore trapped in the harbor and found 
too late that they most engage in a hopeless fight in order 
to uphold the honor of the Russian flag. But even yet it 
was not sure that the neutrality of the port would be ignored 
by the Japanese Lying ai anchor among neutral vessels in 
a neiiimHi arbor, there was more or less reason to believe 
that they were safe for the time being 

About four o'clock in the afternoon of February eighth* 
which fell on Monday, three Japanese transports entered 
Chemulpo harbor from the south, convoyed by cruisers and 
torpedo-boats. They seemingly took no notice of tbe two 
Russian boats lying at anchor and were evidently sure that 
the Russians would not fire upon the tansparls It would, be 
interesting To know w hether the Japanese were relying upon 
the declared neutrality id the port in thus venturing or 
whether they felt sure that their own superior strength would 
keep the Russians still, qt whether. again, they were certain 
that the Russians had orders Dot to fire tbe first gun. But it 
is bootless to ask questions that cm never be answered. Here 
iit where the assailant has the advantage. He can choose the 
lime and method of his attack. We may surmise that bad 
the Russians divined the intentions of the Japanese and had 
foreseen the outcome they would have acted differently, but 
divination of Japanese intentions do^s not seem tube Russia’s 
strung point. 

As soon as the Japanese came to anchor preparations 
were made for the immediate landing of the troops, and the 
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drttUcrs and torpedo-boats, that had convoyed them in p left 
the port and joined the fleet outside. This fleet consisted of 
six cruisers and several torpedo-boats. The and the 

CAfyodA were the most powerful of the embers* the former 
being nearly half ajs large again m the Variak* 

Night cattle on. and throughout its long hours the Jap¬ 
anese troops, by the light of huge fires hurtling on the ietiy. 
wr-rc landed and marched up into the town. Wheu morning 
came everyone was in a state of expectancy* If there was a 
Japanese fleet outside they doubtless had other work on 
hand than simply watching two Russian boats. Nor could 
they leave them behind, for one o! them was Russia's fastest 
cruiser ati4 might steam out of the harbor at any time and 
destroy Japanese transports. Knowing, an we do now, that 
an immediate attack on Port Arthur had been decided upon 
we see k was impossible to leave these Russian boats in the 
rear. Japan had never recognized the nnettttlity of Korea, 
for she knew that the declaration was merely a Russian move 
to etn bar rasa her. and she never hesitated a moment to break 
the thin shell of pretense. 

About ten o’clock a scaled Setter was handed to Captain 
Rudnieff of the Variak* It was from the Japanese Admiral 
and had been sent through the Russian Consulate It was 
delivered on board the Vatiak by the band of Mr.N. KreU. a 
Russian resident of the port. This Setter informed th= Rus¬ 
sian commander that unless both Russian boats should leave 
the anchorage and steam out of the bay before twelve o h dock 
the Japanese would come in at lour o T clock snd attack them 
where they by. Captain Rudnicff immediately communicat j 
cd the: startling intelligence to Captain BebicfT of the fC&rjrtfz 
niid to the commanders of the British, American, French 
and Italian war vestffb We are informed that a conference 
of the various commanders took place and that the Russians 
were advised to Be where they were. The British com¬ 
mander was deputed to confer with the Japanese* This was 
done bv signal and it is said a protest was made against the 
proposed violation of neutrality of the port, and that the 
neutral boats refused to shift their anchorage. But all com- 
plications of this nature were avoided by the determination 
of the Russians to accept the challenge. This they deemed 
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lu be du« their flag It is not improbable that they now fore 
saw that the neutrality of the port would not avail threw 
Against the enemy. By remaining at anchor they could 
only succeed Id involving France* Italy, Great Britain und 
the United States, and there would be sure to be those who 
would charge lhe Russians with cowardice. If this to 

begin the war it must at least prove the dauntless courage oT 
the servants of the Czar. So the commander a E the Vari&k 
ordered the decks cleared for action. It has been stated that 
he would have prefernd to have the Karyttz stay at her 
anchorage, for by a quick dash it was just possible that the 
swift Farfd^ atone might be able to evade the Japanese 
and fun the gauntlet successfully. But the commander 
of thr K&ryttz refused to listen to any such proposition. 
If the only honor to b* g ittea out of the affair was by a 
desperate attack he was not going to forego his share of 
it. He would go Out and sink with the VartaA. So the 
Kbtjete also cleared for action. It was done in such haste 
that all moveables that were unnecessary were thrown over- 
board, a topmast that would not come down in the usual 
manner was hewn down with an axe and by half past eleven 
the two vessels were ready to go out to their doom. It was 
an almost hopeless task—an entirely hopeless one unless the 
Japanese should change their minds or should make some 
grave mistake, and neither of these things was at all probable. 
The Russians were going to certain destruction. Some call 
it rashness, not bravery, but they say not wtilL The boats 
were doomed in any case and it was the duty of their officers 
and crews to go forth and in dying indict what injury they 
could upon the enemy. To go into battle with chances equal 
is the act of a brave man, bui to walk into the jaws of death 
with nothing but defeat in prospect is the act oi a hero, and 
the Japanese would be the last to detract from the noble re* 
cord that the Russians made. Time has not yet lent its 
glamor to thk event, we are two near it to see it in proper 
proportions, but if the six hundred heroes of Balaclava, vetex* 
ans of many a fight, gained undying honor for the desperate 
charge they made bow shall not the future crown these men 
who. having never been in action before, made such a gal* 
Unt dash at lbe foe? 
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Chapter XXV1L 

The Battle of Chemulpo ,.. Russimi survivor* on neutral boats..,, 
Blowing up of the KoryeU... sinking of tbe Voiislt ... Russian a 
leave Kortw ,...ba*piiul in Chemulpo skirmish at Pycng Van* 
Korean J#p«nv>e Protoc ol , tml of Fsldlsr’i Guild . ,M*f- 
fjniii ito Vi Yang Ik retires.. Japan™ conservative policy in 
Korea skirmish *t Chotijj-ju suffering of Korean* it north 
upnEbv t>f Korean Government. - burning of palate in Seoul 
. Korean currency. 

It was a cloudless but h&sv day and from the anchorage 
the Japanese flee! was all but invisible, (nr it luy at least 
eight mites out in the entrance of the harbor and partly 
concealed by Round Island which splits the offing into two 
Channels. Tire two boats made straight for the more easter* 
ly of the channels, their course being a very little west of 
south. When they had proceeded about half the distance 
from the anchorage to the eiiemv s fleet the latter threw a 
shot across the bows of each of the Russian boats as a colu¬ 
mn nd to stop and surrender, but the Russians took no notice 
or it. The onlv chance tht Russian^ had to inflict any 
damage was to reduce the firing range as much as possible 
for the yarisi's guns were only six inches and four-tenths 
ill cuiibenrnrt nt lottg ra"ge they would have been useless. Thi¬ 
ngs at five minutes before Bonn, The Japanese tet was not 
deployed in a line facing the approaching boats and it was 
apparent that they did not intend to bring their whole farce 
to bear upon the Russians simnltoncoasly. We are inform¬ 
ed 7 hi»i only two of the Japanese vessels, the and the 

CktyedA, did the work. It was not long after the warning 
shots had been fired that the Japanese let 1on*c and the roar 
that went up from those terrible machines of destruction tore 
the quiet of the windless bay to tatters and made the htuisvs 
of the town tremble where they stood. As the Mtnak 
advanced she swerved to the eastward and gave the Japanese 
her starboard broadside. All flhonl her the sea was lashed 
into foam by sinking shot and almost from the beginning of the 
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fight her steering-gear was shot away so that she had to 
depend on her engines alone for steering. It became evh 
dent to her commander that the passage was impossible. 
He bad pushed eastward until there was imminent danger 
of running aground. So he turned again toward the west 
and came around its a curve which brought the Faria# much 
nearer to the Japanese* It was at this time that the deadly 
work was done upon her, Teu of her twelve gun-captains 
were sh ui away. A shell struck her I o'castle, passed between 
the arm and body o t a gtinner who had his hand upon his 
hip and, bursting, killed every other man on the fo H castle. 
Both bridges were destroyed by bursting shell and the Captain 
was seriously wounded iu the left arm. The watchers on 
shore and on th^ ^hipping in the harbor saw flames bursting 
out from her quarter-deck and one witness plainly saw shells 
drop just beside her and burst beneath the water Line. It 
was these shots that did the real damage for when, after three 
quarters of an hour of steady fighting, she turned her prow 
back toward the anchorage it was seen that she had a heavy 
list to port which could have been caused only by serious 
damage below the water-line* As the two boats came Slowly 
back to port, the Faria* so crippled by the destruction of 
One of her engines that she could make Only tea knots an 
hour, the Japanese boats followed* pouring in a galling fire, 
until the Russians had almost reached the anchorage. Then 
the pursuers drew bach and the battle wus over. The 
fC&yttt was intact. The Japanese had reserved all their fire 
for the larger vessel. The Fariak was useless as a fighting 
machine, for her heavy list to port would probably have 
made it impossible to train the guns on the enemy, but all 
knew that the end had not yet come. The Russians bad 
neither stink nor surrendered* The threat of the Japanese 
to come in at four o’clock was still active. As soon as the 
Wariak dropped anchor the British sent of! four hospital 
boat.^ to her with a surgeon and a nurse. Other vessels also 
sent offers of aid. But it was found that the Russians had 
decided to lie at anchor and fight to the bitter end and at 
the last moment blow up their vessels with all oti hoard. 
What else was there for them to do? They would not sur¬ 
render and they could not leave their ships and go ashore 
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only* to be captured by the tncmy, They would play out the 
tragedy to a finish and go down fighting. Upon lent ni tig 
of this determination the commanders of the various neu¬ 
tral vessels held another conference at which it was decided 
that the Russians had done all that was necessary to vindi¬ 
cate the honor of their flag and that, as it was a neutral port, 
the survivors should be invited to seek asylum un the neu¬ 
tral vessels* The invitation was accepted and the sixty-four 
wounded on board the Kirini were at once transferred to 
the British cruiser Tulbvi and the French curtser Pa.uM. As 
the cotritiiaiiders of the neutral vessels kuew that the I'armk 
and ftvryti* were to be sunk by the Russians they paid tu> 
particular attention to the reiterated statement oi the Jap¬ 
anese that they would enter the harbor at four and finish the 
work already begun. The passengers r crew and mails on 
board the steamship Sungari had already been transferred iu 
the Pasta/ and an attempt had been made to scuttle her but 
she was filling very slowly indeed. It was about half-past 
three in the afternoon that the officers and crew of the 
Jtapytte went over the side and on hoard the Pascai. A train 
had been laid by which she would be blown up and it is sup- 
poised that she wa^ entirely abandoned* but *>orae spectators 
assert that they saw several men oh the forward deck an in¬ 
stant before the explosion took place. 

It was generally known throughout the town that the 
A 'orvetz would be blown up before four o'clock and everyone 
sought some point of vantage from which to witness the 
spectacle. Scores of people went out to the liLtle island on 
which the light-house stands, for this was nearest to the 
doomed ship* It was thirty-seven minutes past three when 
the waking multitude saw' two blinding hashes of light one 
following the other in quick succession, A terrific report 
followed which dwarfed the roar of cannon to a whisper atid 
shook every house in Che town as ii it had been struck by a 
solid rock. The window fastening* of one house at least 
were torn oft, so great was the concussion. An enormous 
cloud of smoke and debris shot toward the sky and at the 
same time enveloped the spot where the vessel had tain, A 
moment later there began it veritable shower of splsiitt red 
wood, torn and twisted railing* books* clothes, rope, utensils 


362 


KOKKAN HISTORY- 


aaii it hundred other belongings of ibe ship The doud of 
atnoke expanded m the upper air and Hotted gut the sun iike 
an eclipse. The startled gulls fieiv hither and thither as if 
d&xcd by this unheard of phenomenon and tueu instinctively 
raised their bauds to protect themselves from the hilling 
debris, pieces of which were drifted by Lhe upper currents 
of air for a distance of Three milts landward where they fed 
by the hundreds in peoples' yards. 

When the smoke was dissipated it wss discovered that 
the A r &ry*te had sunk, only her funnel and some lorn rigging 
appearing above the surface, if we except bet forward steel 
deck which the force of the explosion had bent tip from the 
prow so that the point of it,, like the share of a huge plow, 
stood several feet out of water. The surface of the bay ad 
about the spot was covered thickly with smoking debris and 
several of the ship's boats were floating about intact upon 
lhe water. 

The t ^artafr iveis left to sink where she Uy The forty- 
one dead on board were placed together in a cabin and went 
down with her She burned on till evening and then inclin¬ 
ing more and more to p<*rt her funnels finally- tombed the 
wau-r and with a surging choking groan as of some great 
animal in pain she sank. As the water reached the fires o 
cloud of steam went np which riluimnaled by the ksl dash of 
the fire formed her signal of fart we IL 

It was arranged Thai the British and (be French boats 
should Carry the Russians to a neutral, port and guarantee 
I heir parole until the end of I he war- 

Tins wholly unexpected aimibiktkni of the Russian 
boats naturally caused emitter mu fan among (he Russians of 
Chemulpo and Seoul. The Russian Consulate wan surround¬ 
ed by ibe Japanese troops and the Correul was held practically 
a prisoner. The J 9 pail esc Minister in Seoul suggested to the 
Russian Minister through lhe French Legation the advisa¬ 
bility of his removing from Seoul with his nationals, and 
every facility was given him for doing thb with expedition 
and with comfort. A few days Later nil the Russians were 
taken by special train to Chemulpo, md there, be rut joined 
by the Ruslansubject* hi Chemulpo, ilu-y sill went on Iwvird 
Hie Pawn! This Vessel mttsl have been crowded, for it is 
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said that when she sailed she had onboard six hundred Rus- 
sians* both civilians a yd military men. 

Twenty-four of the most desperately wounded men on 
board the neutral ships were sent ashore and placed in the 
Provistoou] Red Cross Hospital. For this purpose the Eng¬ 
lish Church Mission kindly put at the disposal of the Japan* 
ese their hospital at Chemulpo. Several of these wounded 
men were suffering Iroai gangrene when they came off the 
Pascal hut with the most sedulous care the Japanese physi¬ 
cians and nurses pulled them through. 

After this battle at Chemulpo there was no more qiies^ 
tion about lauding Korean troops further down the coast ; in 
fact as soon as the ice was out of the Tadong River* Chimtam - 
po became the point of disembarkation, But meanwhile the 
troops which had lauded at Chemulpo were pushing north by 
laud a* rapidly as circumstances would permit and within a 
few weeks of the beginning of the war Fyeug*yang was held 
by a strong force of Japanese. At the same time work was 
pushed rapidly on the Seoul-Kusau Railway and also begun 
on the projected railway licit: between Seoul and Wija. £3 

As for the Russians they never seriously invaded Korean 
territory. Bunds of Cossacks crossed the Yalu and scoured 
the country right and left but their only serious purpose was 
to keep in touch with the enemy and report as to their move¬ 
ments. On February s$ a small band of Cossacks approach* 
ed the nprth gate ol Pyeng Yang and after exchanging a Few 
shots with the Japanese guard withdrew. This was the first 
point at which the two belligerents came in touch with each 
other. 

!t was on the titghl of February 23rd that Korea signed 
with Japan a protocol by the terms ot which Korea practical- 
ly allied herself with Japan and became# as it were, a silent 
partner in the war, Korea granted the Japanese the fight to 
nse Korea as a road to Manchuria and engaged to give them 
every possible facility for prosecuting the war. On the other 
hand Japan guaranteed the independence of Korea and the 
safety of the Imperial Family. It is needless to discuss* the 
degree of spontaneity with which Korea did this. It was a 
case of necessity, but if rightly used it might have proved of 
immense benefit to Kottj, as it surely did to Japan. It 
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formally did mway with the empty husk neutrality which 
had been proclaimed, and made c very seaport tif the pen insula 
bdlfcrreitt territory* even as it did 1 he land itseif- 

Morch saw' the end of the Peddhrs Guild. They had 
been organized m Rnasian interests but iiqw they had no 
longer any raison d'etre. As a Emil flurry, one of their mi [fi¬ 
ber entered the house of the Foreign Minister with the in* 
tent to murder him, but did not find his victim. Other similar 
attempts were mnde but did not succed. 

The Japanese bandied the situation In Seoul with great 
etrcmnspecLion* The notion that they would attack the pro- 
Russian officials proved false Everything was kept quiet 
and the perturbation into which the court and the govern¬ 
ment were thrown by these startling events was soon soothed. 

Marquis [to was sent front Japan with a friendly mts* 
sage to the Emperor of Korea and this did much to quiet the 
unsettled state of things in Korean At about the same time 
the northern ports ol Wijtt and Yougampo were opened to 
foreign trade. This was a natural result ol the withdrawal 
of Russian influence. It was not long before Vi Yong-ik 
who had played such a leading r&lc in Korea was invited to 
go to Japan and thus an element of unrest was removed from 
ihe field of action. It was believed that the Japanese would 
immediately introduce much needed reform?, hut it seemed to 
be their policy to go very slowly, so slowly in fact that The 
better element among the Koreans was disappointed, and got 
tbt- impression that JapEm was not particularly interested 
in the matter of reform. ft Is probable that the en¬ 
ergies of the Japanese were too much engaged in other direc¬ 
tions to divert any to Korea at the time. Thev bad been 
complaining bitterly about the monetary conditions, but when 
they suddenly stepped into power in Seoul on February ytb 
they seemed to forget all about this, for up to the end of 1904 
they failed to do anything to correct the vagaries of Korean 
Finance, But instead oF this the Japanese merchants >u Ko* 
rea and other Japanese who were here for other reasons than 
their health immediately began to make requests and de¬ 
mands for all sorts of privileges* The Board of Tradu in 
Fu&qft asked the Japanese government to secure the Maritime 
Cimom* service, permission for extra territorial privileges, 
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the establishment of Japanese agricultural Stations aud otbrr 
I til possible things. 

Meanwhile the Japanese were steadily pushing north. 
At Anju a slight skirmish occurred but there wa* nothing 
that could be called a fight until the Japanese reached the 
town of Chita g ]tt where a small body oi Russians Look a 
stand on a hill northwest of the town and held it for three 
hours, but even here the casuiltivs were only about fifteen 
on either side. The Russians evidently had no notion of 
making a determined stand this side the Yaliu Already, a 
week before, the Russian troops bad withdrawn from Yong- 
ampo and had crossed to Antnng. This fight at Choug-ju oc¬ 
curred on March aSth and a week later practically all the 
Russian forces had crossed the Yalu and Korea ceased to be 
belligerent territory* It is not the province of this history 
to follow the Japanese across that historic river and relate 
the events which occurred at the beginning of May when the 
first great bud battle of the war was fought 

The w r hole north had been thrown into the greatest con- 
fusion by the presence of these two belligerents- Cossack 
bauds had scurried about the country, making demands for 
food and fodder it part of which they were willing to pay for 
with Russian currency quite unknown to the Korean, From 
scores of villages and towns the women had fled to the moun¬ 
tain recesses at a most inclement season* and untold suffering 
had been entailed. But these are things that always come ui 
the track of war and the Koreans bore them as uncomplain¬ 
ingly as they could. Throughout the whole country the 
absorption of the attention of the government in the events of 
the war was taken advantage of by robbers, and their raids 
were frequent and destructive, As soon ss the government 
found that the Japanese did uot intend eo rule with a high 
handit*arsk hack into the former state of *elfcomptacent 
lethargy i and Things went along to the old ruts. It whs per¬ 
fectly plain that Korean officialdom bud no enthusiasm for 
the Japanese cause* it is prohibit that a large majority of 
the people preferred to see japan win rather than the Rus¬ 
sians, but it was the fond wish of ninety-nine out of every 
hundred to see Korea rid of them both. Whichever one 
held exclusive power here was certain to become an object 
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of hatred to the Korean people Had the Russians driven out 
the Japanese the Koreans would have hated them as hearti¬ 
ly, Whichever horn of the dilemma Korea became impaled 
upon she was sure to think the other would have been less 
sharp. Few Koreans looked at the matter from any large stand¬ 
point or tried to get from the situatioiL anything but personal 
advantage. This ifl doubtless the reason why it was so dif¬ 
ficult to gain an opinion from Korean official*. They did 
not want to go no record as having any decided sympathies 
either way. The peopte of no other land were so nearly 
neutral as were those of Korea, 

The month of April was comparatively quiet. The Jap¬ 
anese were struggling north through frost and mud com¬ 
bined 1G rendezvous on the banks of the Yaitt. On the 14th 
occurred the great fire in Seoul which in a few hours swept 
away almost the whole of the Kydug-un Patace, the one re¬ 
cently completed and the one occupied by the Emperor at 
the time. He was forced to vacate it it) haste and Lake np 
his abode for the time being in the detached Imperial Library 
building, A strong effort was made by the Japanese to in¬ 
duce him to return to the Chong-dOk Palace, which was his 
place of residence at the time of the tmrute* of tSfla 
and iS§4 fc but this was combatted with all the means 
available, and the burned palace was rebuilt 35 quickly as 
possible. 

The temporary effect of the war upon the Korean cur¬ 
rency was to enhance its value. Imports suddenly came to a 
standstill because of the lack of steamship* and the possible 
dangers of navigation. This stopped the demand for yen. 
The Japanese army had to spend large sums in Korea and 
this required the purchase of Korean money* The result was 
that the yen. instead of holding its ratio of something like 
One to two and a half of the Korean dollar fell to the ratio of 
one to only one and four tenths. When* however, the sea 
was cleared of the Russians and import ttade was resumed 
and the bulk of the Japanese crossed the Yalu the Korean 
dollar fell again to a ratio of ;*bout two to one, which it ha* 
preserved up to the present time, i.e, December. 1904. 

From the rime when the Russians retired beyond the 
Yalu warlike operations between the two belligerents was 
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confined to northeast Korea though even there very little 
was doing, The Vladivostock squadron was still in being and 
on April 25 it appeared at the mouth of Wonsan harbor. 
Only one small Japanese boat was at anchor there, the 
Marti and this was destroyed by a torpedo boat which 
came in for the express piirp-'e. Of course this created in 
tense excitement in the town and there was a hurried exodus 
of women and children, but the Russians had no intention 
of bombarding the place and soon took their denature. 
Only a few hours before the A 7 *tj bin, a Japanese transport 
with upwards of 150 troops oti board, had sailed for S 5 og-ju 
to the north of Woiysar. but meeting bad weather in the night 
the torpedo-boats that uccompanied her were obliged to run 
for shelter and the fCims&tu turned back fur Wonsan, By 
iso doing she soon ran into the arms of the Russian fleet and 
refusing to surrender she w T as sunk, but forty-five of the 
troops on board effected their escape £0 the mainland. 

It was only a few day - before this that a force of Cos¬ 
sacks had made a chia.i down the eastern coast as far as 
Ham-beung which they entered after a two hours* skirmish 
with Korean troops. They burned about 300 houses in the 
suburbs of the town and also fourteen Jhiit of the celebrated 
|T Ten Thousand Year Bridge/' (he longest in Korea, After 
this they retired to the north. But from that time on the 
whole northeast has been scoured by parties of Russians and 
the Japanese have paid no attention to them except to place 
troops at Wonsan and Ham -tiding to hold these places * 
On August Sth a small Russian force penetrated south to the 
very suburbs of Wonsan but were speedily repulsed by the 
Japanese who bad thrown up Entrenchments and were quite 
ready to meet any assault. The Russians worked with great 
energy in repairing the road from the Tumnn River down to 
^img'SUt and even south of that place. They even built 
good graded roads across two of the high passes south of 
Sung*] in until they came in contact with the Japanese out¬ 
posts twenty miles above HanHieuug. Neither side seemed 
to desire to assume the offensive and so matters stood until 
the end of the year, and the coming of the northern winter 
put a slop to active operations. The only other incident 
worthy of mention in this connection was the wanton attack 
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upon the town of Wonsan by t he Russian fleet on the last 
day of June. On that morning seven Russian torpedo-boats 
entered the harbor and after inquiring where the Japanese 
barracks and other public buildings were situated began 
shelling the town. In a panic the peaceful deuiaens of the 
place fled to the shelter of the hills. The Russians gave no 
warning of the attack even though many foreigners of various 
nationalities resided there and might easily have been injured. 
After firing over 200 shells without doing any considerable 
damage the torpedo boats withdrew. 

We must now go back and inquire into important civil 
matters. We have seen that no strong attempt was made by 
the Japanese to secure reforms In the administration of the 
Korean Government and for this reason many of the best 
Koreans weae dissatisfied with the way things were going. 
Therefore it was doubly unfortunate that on the seven¬ 
teenth of June the Japanese authorities should make the start¬ 
ling suggestion that all uncultivated land in the Pea insula 
as well as other national resources should be thrown open to 
the Japanese. This appears to have been a scheme evolved 
by one Nagamori and broached by him so speciously to the 
powers in Tokyo that they backed him in it; but there enn 
be no question that it was a grave mistake. There is uo 
other point on which the Korean is so sensitive as upon that 
of his land. He is a son of the soil, and sgncalturt is the 
basis of all bis institutions The mere proposal raised an in - 
staut storm of protest from one end of Korea to the other. 
The Koreius saw in this move the entering wedge which 
would rive the country. It was the beginning of the end. 
This excessive show of feeling win not expected by the 
Japanese and it is probable that their intentions were by no 
means so black as the Koreans pictured them. The very 
general terms in which the proposal ws* worded and tbe al¬ 
most entire lack of limiting particulars gave occasion for all 
sorts of wild conjectures and. it must be confessed, left the 
door open to very* wide constructions. The time was itnpro- 

pitious, the method was unfortunate and the subject-matter 
of the proposal itself was questionable. The all important 
matter of water supply and control, the difficulties of juris¬ 
diction on account of the extraterritorial rights implied in the 
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proposal and other allied questions immediately presented 
themselves to the minds of Koreans and they recognised the 
fact that the carrying out of this plan would necessarily re¬ 
sult in a Japanese protectorate if not absolute absorption into 
the Empire of Japan, The Japanese do not seem to have fol¬ 
lowed 1 be logic of the matter to this point or else had not be¬ 
lie red the Koreans capable of doing so. But when the storm 
of protest broke it carried everything befoie it. The Japan¬ 
ese were not prepared to carry the fchiug to extremes and after 
repeated attempts at a compromise (be matter was dropped, 
though the Japanese neither withdrew their request nOi ac¬ 
cepted the refusal of the Korean Government, k is a matter 
of great regret that the Japanese did not quietly and steadily 
press 1 he question of internal reforms* and by so doing batten 
the time when the Korean people as a whole would repose 
such confidence in the good intent bus of the neighbor coun¬ 
try that even such plans as this of the waste lands could be 
carried through without serious opposition; for it is quite 
sure that there is a targe area of fallow- laud in Korea which 
might well be pul under the plow*. 

During the weeks when the Japanese were pressing for 
m favorable answer to the waste land proposition the Koreans 
adopted a characteristic method of opposition. A society 
called the fio-an-w/u' was formed. The name means m 3 cn 
ciety for the Promotion of Peace and Safety.' 1 It bad 
among its membership some of the leading Korean officials. 
It held meetings at the cotton guild tu the center of Seoul 
and a good deal of excited discussion took place as to ways 
and means for defeating the purpose of the Japanese. At 
the same time memorials by the sonic poured in upon the 
Emperor, beseeching him not to give way to the demands. 
The Japanese determined that these forms of opposition must 
be put down, so on July the 16th the meeting of the society 
was broken in upon by the Japanese police and some of the 
leading members were forcibly carried away to the Japanese 
police station, QLher raids were made upon the society and 
more of its members were arrested and its papers confiscated. 
The Japanese warned the government that these attempts 
to stir up a riot mo^t be put down with a stern hand and de¬ 
manded that those who persisted in sending in memorials 
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against the Japanese be arrested and punished. If the Kaft¬ 
an government would not do it the Japanese threatened to 
take the law into their awn hands. The Japanese troops in 
Seoul were augmented until the number wus fully 6 h ogo 

The agitation was not confined to Seoul* fo t leading 
Koreans sent out circular letters to all the country districts 
urging the people to cause up to Seoul and make i monster 
demonscration which should convince the Japanese that they 
were in dead earnest. Many of tbe^e tetters were suppress¬ 
ed by the prefers but in spile uf this the news spread far 
and wide and the Society ess rolled thousands of members in 
every province. 

The effect of this was seen when, early in Angost, the 
Japanese military authorities asked for the services of b.cco 
Korean coolies it) the north at handsome wages. The 
isumlx f was apportioned among differeul provinces, but the 
results were meager, Disaffected persons spread the report 
that these coolies would be put oo the fighting line* and it 
was with the greatest difficulty that two thousand were 
secured. There were sanguinary fights ir* many towns 
where attempts were made to force coolies 1 o go against I heir 
will. It wasperfecty right for the Japanese to wish to secure 
such labor* but the tide of public semi mem wns Sowing 
strong in the other direction because of the attempt to secure 
the waste land and because of the suspension of lb# right of 
free speech* 

The cessation of Japanese efforts fo push the waste bind 
measure did not put an end to agitation throughout the coun¬ 
try; and the lb chin society continued to carry on its pro¬ 
paganda until on August 22 nd a new society took the field, 
named the IJ chiii society. This was protected by the jap 
*nese police who allowed only properly accredited members 
to enter its doors. This looked as ic it were intended as a 
counter-move to the I] dim Society, and as the Liutr wns 
having very little success a third society took up the 
gauiUlet under the name of the Kuk-tniaor “National Peo¬ 
ple's'’ Society. The platforms promulgated by'all the*e so¬ 
cieties were quite faultless but the institutions had no power 
whatever to curry out their laudable plans and so received 
only the smiles ol tilt public. 
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During the summer the Japanese suggested that it 
would he well Jgr Korea to recall her foreign representatives. 
The idea wjis to have Korean diplomatic business abroad 
Itausacled through Japanese legations* Whether ibis was 
a serious attempt or only a feeler pot out to get the sense 
of the Korean government tve are unable to say* but up to 
the end of the year the matter was not pushed, and the 
nomination by the Japanese of Mr* Stevens, act Amvrsan 
subject as adviser to the Foreign Office would seem to indi¬ 
cate- thm the existing diplomatic arrangements will be con- 
tinned for the time being. 

The various societies which h id been formed ns prnEtrsl!i 
against existing condition* stated ^Inf things that ought to 
be accompli tied but suggested no menu a by which they could 
be done. The dilikuUy which besets the cornu ry is the 
lack of general education, and no genuine ini prove men i can 
be looked for until the people be educated up to it. For 
Ihi^ reason * number of foreigners joined themselves into 
the Educational Association of Korea, their slim being to 
provide suitable text bouks for Korean schools and to help in 
other ways toward the solution nf the gTeat question. About 
the same time the Minister of Education presented the gov¬ 
ernment with a recommendation that the graduates of ihe 
Government schools be given the preference in the distribu¬ 
tion of public oflkesp This bad no apparent effect upon the 
Government at the Time, but this is what must come before 
students will flock to the Government schools with any 
etilhusiHSm. Later in the year a Large number of Koreans 
also founded an Educational Society, It inode no pTeten* 
sums ta political significance but went quietly to work gather¬ 
ing together I hose who are convinced that the education of 
the musses is the oire thing needed to pm Korea upon her 
feci. In the best sense- 

In September there wa^ celebrated the twentieth an¬ 
niversary of tin founding of Protest .nt Christian injssiumt in 
Korea, A grrat cott^enlwu had (►-ert arranged for and lead¬ 
ing men were to attend it but the war inTcrferred with ihc 
plan and tire convctUioii was postponed till 1909, when the 
quartcr-ceiiten 11 hi will be celebrated In spile of this n 
memorable meeting was held and the results of Chrisitian 
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work in Kores* were set forth and discussed. We need say 
no more here ihsn t hat! his field rightly considered as being 
one of the most successful in the world and as giving proems 
of great things io the future. 

In the middle of October the Japanese military authori¬ 
ties sent Marshal H&segawa to take charge of tniliiary affairs 
ip Korea, Ht arrived on the thirteenth and shortly after 
went to Wonsan to iusircct matters in that vicinity. The 
news of considerable Russian activity in northeast Korea 
seemed to need careful watching and the presence of « gener¬ 
al competent to do whatever was necessary to keep them in 
check. 

The laying of the last rail of the Seoul FuSan-Railway 

an even! of gre^l importance to Korea. It adds material* 
Ly to the wealth of the country both by forming a means of 
rapid communication and by enhancing the value of all the 
territory through which it runs, It also gives Japan such a 
large vested interest here that it becomes, in a sense; her 
guarantee to prevent the country from falling into the hands 
of other Rowers, Bill like all good things it has its dangers 
as well. 

Mr. Megaca. the new adviser to the Finance Department 
arrived to the Autumn and began a close study of Korean 
monetary and financial conditions. This was an augury of 
good# for Korean finance has always been in a mart or less 
cbnolic condition since the time when the late Regent flooded 
the country with discarded Chinese cash and a spurious 
Korean coinage whose Lack of intrinsic value gave the lie to 
its face. 

Late In the year Mr. Stevens, the newly appointed advis¬ 
er of the Foreign Department, took up his duties which t 
though less important than those of Mr. Megata b neverthe¬ 
less gave assurance that the foreign relations of the govern¬ 
ment would be carefully handled. 

As the year came to a close there were evidences that 
the Japanese were about to begin what should have been 
begun before, namely a gradual reform in the administration 
of the government. Useless offices are to be abolished* the 
army is to be brought down to its proper proportions, re¬ 
trenchment is lo be -L-ikcted in various other lines and cduca- 
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lion is to be encouraged. Qa the whole the year closed with 
brighter prospects in Korea than any former portion of the 
year had shown, 

The terminmioTi of an historical survey covering four 
thousand years of tittle naturally suggesis some general re¬ 
marks upon that history ns a whole. And in the first place 
it is worth noting that the Korean people became a homo¬ 
geneous nation at a very early date. Before Else opening of 
the tenth century they were so firmly welded together that 
no sectional difference has ever seriously threatened their 
disruption* 

Since the year 70a A, I). there have been tv%o bloodless 
changes of dynasty but there ha* not been a single successful 
revolution, in the ordinary sense of the word. E here have 
been three great and several small invasions hot none of these 
left any serious marks upon the country cither in the line of 
Inter-mixture of blood or of linguistic modification. They 
served simply to weld the people more closely together and 
make the commonwealth more homogeneous than ever. 

In the second place the power has always been tn the 
hands of the man of greatest average wii + and it Ims uniform¬ 
ly been used to further personal aims* The idea of any al¬ 
truistic sendee has beeu conspicuously lacking, though there 
have been brilliant exceptions- The concept of individuality 
or personality Is strangely lacking in all Turanian peoples 
and this it is which has kept them so far in the rear of the 
Indo-Haropeap peoples in the matter of civilization. The es¬ 
sential feature of true progress, namely the recognition of 
the present time as on the whole the best time, the present 
institutions as being the best institution, the present op 
ponunities as being the best opportunities, the present peu- 
pie as being the best people that history has to show—this 
feature is sadly lacking m the Far East, japan has grafted 
this into her Hfe and it already bears fruit, but Korea stands 
with China as yet. 

Individual people cannot be sure of getting their just 
deserts in this life wbetfcier they be good or evil, but Ihis is 
hardly true of nation*, They generally get about what they 
have deserved- If men lived as long as empires they too 
might be served the same. It is poor philosophy to mourn 


374 


SDK HAN BISTORT- 


the Fate of r decadent empire ot a moribund civilization. 
They have served Lfaeir purposed and are ready to pass away* 
Upon their ruins there are sure to arise edifice*, that are 
worthier of habitation than weretbos- of the past. In Korea 
the old H parsing away, is crumbling about our ears* The 
new wine b bursting the old bottles. The question for the 
future to answer b whether the Korean people will allow 
their ship of slate to drift upon the Sarasso Sea nut it thn 
sen weed 11 rising strike on stroke'' shall make her utterly 
deriliet* or whether the? will awake from their lethargy, 
clear away the barnacles and jam the helm down bard a-port 
until the wind fills the sails and she can forge ahead toward 
some desUed haven 

It it not the province of the historian to play ihe pro^ 
phet nor shall we try to forecast wbat the future may bring 
forth* but it h permissible to express the hope that Korea 
will tn^fee herself increasingly worthy of a continued and 
distinguished history* 
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"Tanglin' and "Ancient Cftoxun" 

This presentation of Tan'gun as a historical figure is mis- 
leading. Sec Section 3 (“Sources and Historicity"* of Editors 
Introduction and l. In. above. 

The table of the "Kija Dynasty" as a whole is also un¬ 
founded, aJthough the Iasi two kings mentioned fPu and 
Chun, shown here as "Ki-bu" and *'Ki-;un”') are historical. 
See Section 3 of Editor's Introduction and E. I3n. and I5n. 
above. —Editor. 

CHRONOLOGICAL INDEX 

OF 

THE KTNOS OF KOREA. 


2332 ti.c, Tan-gun or Wnng-gom 
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Nfj'f* 1 '- Tll( name* in the n^hl twin! coin 111ns nr* Ulr f*-sthnmnni 
title, „f -tic vATion pavwiig n. fn die IcJt tuwd column* me the of- 

diflArv iwntciL 
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Burial in 193 n c. 


KINGDOM UF MAHAN. JU* 
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Ended in 9 B. C, 



This tjbte cif a revived M Kija Dyaasijf in Mahnn is irnsribwarttiirtcd, 
.alihnuph it niaj coniain seepo ckmepts of history. —Emma. 


CHRONOLOGICAL 1 SDEl- 


KINGDOM t (F SILLA. 3SH 


403 


57 u.c. Hyuk-kS-st $$!£ Ith 
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185 ■* 
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248 *' 
262 ** 
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299 " 
310 ” 
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402 " 
417 “ 
458 “ 
479 “ 
500 " 
514 " 
541 ’■ 

576 M 
579 11 
632 " 
647 
654 
661 
681 
692 
702 
738 
742 
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Yu-n mm 

Tal-ha JR* 
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Kingdom of Silia 

All except the earliest 
reigns are clearly histori¬ 
cal Of the 55 dales given 
here for the accession of 
Silia kings, 30 agree with 
those found in O Yun- 
jat’s Tongm Ydnp’yo. re 
produced in Japanese in 
Odi and others. ChOnen 
Sfo Taikci. In the other 
25 cases, Hulburt's date is 
uniformly one year later 
than that in the Taikei. 
Also, the Taikei shows 
a total of 56 father than 
55 kings: King Myung, or 
Min*ac Wang {Myning or 
Min-a-wang by Halbert's 
formula), is luted as ac¬ 
ceding in 83$ .s.o, and 
reigning for one year. 

—Editor. 


C hi-jeung-w a ng 

Pup-htung-v.an£ SI 

Chin-hemig-svnng Jftftl 

Chin-ji-wang 

Chin-p'yGng-wang 

^tm-iluk-ytl-jo i&nH&i 

Chitt-dSk-yn-jH 

Mu-ryul-warig 

\t tin-mu-wring 

9 in*m iin-w nng 

[fyo-so-wan^ $131 

Siiiig-dnk-wtuijt ¥Ss 5- 

ilvo-sung-wimg 

KySng-tflSk-wnsg 


^Correct charset ere for "Song-duk- Su ■'£ — 

rang" (H-R S&igdrflc Wang) axe : £ V- ± * 


Ed. 


4«4 


KOREAN UI3TOKV. 


7*55 A-D. Kun-mi 


+ 780 

li 

Yang-sung 

785 

til 

Kyijng-sin 

759 

41 

Chun-oag 

800 

It 

Cbung-heui 

809 

ll 

On-seung 

+ 83t'» 

11 

So-jong 

836 

14 

Che-vung 

639 

il 

t'-jing 

+ 840 

M 

Kyong-ong 

858 

14 

Etri-jung 

+ S02 

44 

Ong-yum 

876 

If 

Chung 

887 

El 

Whang 

886 

11 

Man 

896 

*1 

Yo 

913 

it 

Kyong whi 

918 

II 

Seung-yung 

+ 925 

11 

Wi-ong 

938 

li 

Pu 


Hye-gong-wang &HX 

jJ 4D Sun-tluk-wang xd§3L 

®fnf Wun-stmg-wang 

So-aang-wang P3SI 

A-jang-^ang Si5£ 

Ilon duk-v.'iing 
Heung-duk-wang 
fftlft FTcui -gang-wang fiHtt" 

|fif8 Sm-mu-wfttig f^3^“ 

jjifj Mun-sung-wang 

H on-an-wang &'JS 11 

& A Kyong-mim-wang $■£" 

igj IlSa-gang-wang .<&$'' 

5£ C It ong-gang=wang ^t! >44'' 

<5$ Chin-siJiig-yu-ju Sv^'ici 
filHy o.gong-want ^r-^SIE 

$11® 6induk-wang 

Kyong-myuiig-wang “ 
Ik fl$ KyungXwang $ & ^ 

f§ Kyong-min-wang 


Boded in 935 a. l>. 


THE KINGDOM OF PAKCHB. Up 


17 B.c. On-jo 


29 A.n. Tu*ru 

m 

78 11 Keuj-ni 

at* 

128 Ka-ra 

M 

168 ■■ Ch T o-go 

^ A 

215 “ Ku-su 

fin 

235 “ Koi 

l 6 ¥i 

287 " CH'ak-kye 


299 " I’un-ftu 

ten 

305 “ Pt-r.va 

it ft 

344 ■■ Sul 

* 

+ 3 tT 11 Kisn^hV^oJglf^'jfi' 


/’J-XL-Ar I MM Pa, irk,, 
Mat Jgire iSit *»ly 

JPjpn HT= LI* t in¬ 

to Jiiltfjr wdlftl'rfTl, Tt* 
tssdiiifrfiil in* few li-rtf 
Of.^, ^ Eto ■vile *Kc* 
by HuJ&tll bixUscrLf uft 3, 

-ti? i'XAc. is M ral'nir 

mnn 3 7 a c. Ifi 2 E *sto 

l R‘ 1LIDCC4 ltd ihiii sfl dib 
Xtible L? i.hnf veil i.iir* ii-t+w 
tor In Hr TdiArf inJ vn 
flK %*R I c'TlI of like Mill 

kit^, CVomjP>, (*mj yestn 

lai^T rbc dj« 

fvt lEing KA-m i\l-R 
u puk 432 hoi 
*5? ad hi *J&ikwKM hc 
fWlieJ w CVi* NwnrfWi, 
^4Wf r*»f. A«E=ndli. P 
W. Atnd J. ?P 
^Tiurt Ifutoi eeJcei io to 

■ ulo ELttfdSrtg Iti u 


OHIiOfiOLOGICAt. INDEX¬ 


ES 


+ 376 A.u 

385 " 
385 « 
392 " 
406 " 
421 " 
427 " 
432 
476 *' 
+78 *’ 
480 *• 
501 ** 

624 " 
555 " 
5W " 
600 " 
601 a 
6+2 ’ l 


Kotvgu-su j£ftfr 

Ch’im-yti ft 2* 

Cbin-sa 

A-sin Nj $ 

Chlifl-ji J*j£ 

Ku-t-sin 

Pi-yn Will 

Ka-ro IS; lift 

Mun-jti >lJS 

Sam-gvun ~ ,fy 

Mtwla £;#; 

Su-ma 

Mytmg-noag 

Cb'aug la 

J^ye-myong 
Sun S 

Chang 


-Firfjhlt' jppsnpiib * 
v*rUM iaf "KyMnsj- iVT-K 
KyiVti), the pc ru'tzkl itkffTW 
Hrf K'm *KA-mT Fiaally, 
the Tmkit *44* King 
ctffcl-fifJl Ifi IfLil - 
bot'-S Sprt JtuJ 'bl--> Wc 
fall of (fee dymny W 
farther iSpci 6fi0 Sm ’’TV 
Rfc^biEuu* Array' ra JF- 4 i- 

t™’* tHmluciinn ^ I. 
ICWifl .ibovc.—Fmro* 


Tong-sung-wan^ 
Mu-ryung-waog m- 

Song-wang 

Wi-t l u k-wang " 

Hye-wang 

V- J i I 

Pup-wang m 

Mn-wzuig M 

Edj^wimg 
Dvnasty ended 660 a. d. 


KINGDOM OP KOGURYU. 


37 h.c. Chu-mnug 
18 " Yu-ri 


Tnng-myung’Waiiff 


Yu-ri-wang 


I**' 


45 

Ad 

Hn-ctin-dm WE, £ Mm-jang-wong 

IM3+- 

49 

It 

ifS-U 

fSf g Muhbtm-wsng 


54 

II 

Kung 

# T’a-j«-waug 

i;Sl” 

147 

It 


Chada-wang 


166 

44 

l^ik-ko 

fflit Sin-dS-watig 

Df*" 

+ S8t> 

Jfc 

Nafn-imt 

#jB| Koguk-ch’un-wang^i HJl[ “ 

197 

u 

Vujvu 

lift Sun -sang-waog 

UiX” 

228 

*1 

U-wi-ku 

fgffcjg Tong-ch'un-wung 


250 

+» 

Yuti-bul 

f*$ Chnng-ch un w ang 

*111" 

271 

If 

Yangon 

iji T i| Su-di'uu-wang 

Wflf “ 

292 

It 

Rmjg-hu 

Pfing sang-wang 

i*±“ 



406 


KOSfiAM HUTTOEY* 


300a.ii. Eul-bul 

z^% MiHjh'un-wang 


331 

*' So i 

S*| Ko-guk'Wun-wang r3 ^ ” 

372 

Ku-bu 

So-su-rim-wang 

'MR#" 

334 

" Yi-yEn 

Ka-guk-vang-wang^RIjl *' 

+ 392 

" Tam-duk 

•$1j£ K’-vang-ga-to-'wang.ftS^ ± " 

414 

*' Ko-vuii 

"PSI Chang-su-wang 

£3" 

+491 

*' Na-on 

Mutt-ja-wang 

£3“ 

320 

*' Heung-an 

An-jangwang 

**■* 

332 

** Po-y5n 

5(5^ An-M-un-wang 


+ 546 

11 Pyung-sung 

Yang-wun-wang 

■mr 

560 

*' Yang-sung 

P’y 3 ng- w3 n-wang 


591 

i( Wun 

X Yung-yang-waiig 


619 

“ KntMTIU 

it jit Yung-yu-wang 

M" 

643 

“ Chang 

3fcP&-jang-wang 

BST 


Dynasty tinier! 668 a ik 


Hubert's dale of acccsisftft is ame ytar laid than that b be Tatka to a!nK>J 
all Emnoit 

KINGDOM OF KURYU, ^9£ 


!?18 A.D. 

Wa ra^-gou 

£ii T’a-jo 


944 

ii 

Wii ng mu 

“ Hyejong 


946 

“ 

Wang^vo 

,l ^Chong-jong 


950 

ii 

Wang-So 

" 53 Kwang-jong 

urn 

976 

41 

Wang-jti 

“fa Kyong-jong 


982 

ll 

Wang^ch'i 

*’ fn Sung-jong 


993 

it 

Wang-song 

"gl Mok-jemg 

nm 

1010 

El 

Wang-stun 

"Hi Hyon.jong 


1032 

il 

Wang'hcum 

"fit Tuk-jong 

mm 

1035 

if 

Wang-hyung 

*'^ Chung-jong 

mm 

1047 

Ii 

Wang*wht 

**f£) Man-jong 

xm 

1083 

if 

Wang-htin 

*' il Sun-jemg 

mm 

1084 

ii 

Wang-un 

,l iS Sun-Jong 


1095 

if 

Wang-uk 

“J3L Hon-jong 


1096 

ii 

Wang-o ng 

“ ®*vk-jonx 


1106 

11 

W&ug-O 

“13 Yrjong 


1133 

ii 

Wang-hn 

" Vfi Inynng 

tm 

1147 

41 

Wang-hyon 

"tig Bni*jong 



CHRONOLOGICAL LNUEX. 4°7 


1171 A. t>. Wang-ho 

i M vung-jotig 


♦ 1198 

“ Waug-Lak 

"p Siij.jong 


1205 

“ Wang-yung 

" SS Heui-joug 


1212 

“ Wang-o 

* t| Kang-jong 


1214 

“ Wang<h’uJ 

" Ko-jong 


1200 

“ Wang-sik 

" M Wun-jong 


1275 

n Wang-ji 

" Sp Ch'ung-yul-wang 


1309 

“ Wang-j&ng 

** fjf Ch'ung-sJfn-wring 

&3§r 

1314 

" Wang-do 

* 1 * C h‘ ung-suk-vvan g 

&<t“ 

1331 

" Wang-jtlng 

" C h ‘ung-hye-w aug 


1345 

" Waiig-heuii 

‘\fljif Ch'ung-muk-wring 

&&■* 

1349 

“ Wang-ji 

"Iff Ch’ung-jong-waiig 


1352 

" W;mg-uk 

■* Kong-min'WBng 

SB" 

1375 

" Siti-u 

$ m wi-ju 

es± 

1389 

** Wang-vo 

K ong-y itng-w a ng 



Dynast; ended 1392. 


Kory fir (M-R Koryd} 

The only difficulty occur in the reigns of Ch’ting-suk-wan^, 
the 27ih king, z& Orting-hye-wang, the 28lh. This table is 
supported by ihe Taikti and by Ch oc NamsOn (Kosa 1 mg. 
Appendix, p, 21) In showing Ovtiitg-suk, the father of Ch utig- 
hye. as ruling from 1314 to 1331. Tlie latter two sources, 
however, report correctly the following sequence of tenures be¬ 
tween 1331 and 1344; 

1331- 1332 Ch’ung-hye-wang (brought to the throne as 

the result of an uprising against his father, 
Chung-suk-wang) 

1332- 1339 CVung-stik-wang fdisplaced his son and re- 

assumed the throne for 7 years) 

1340-1344 Ch'ung-hye-wring (once more succeeded his 
father) 

In still other authorities, tfm extraordinary 1 rotation of father 
and son is confirmed but ChWhye-wang's accession dates 
arc given as 1330 and 1339. — Editor. 
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Thr King i ttf Wodtm Kprim 
fChosfnt (M R Chosdm of the Yi Dynasty! 

1 Gtnrrtri Discrepancies in ctaLc^. are infrequent and itight Diacritical 
marts as died by Huhwrt have been inerted only in the basic posthumous 
tisfc fTl-jo, 1 " "'ChdTig-jnnj]etc), rot which the characters ure given,, and in 
tin 1 wanil'fl-wang iM-k Tuwfiftgip or "greml Mng." 

2 Thr Rmter of Ruhr, The mcfity-vcven fcin^ who actually occupied I he 
ihrope hiive beer numbered m the Lcft margin as shown in Yi Pyttfig-div (Dean 
Pyeng Do Yi). Kuksa Ter'xwtm To complete ifre list she editor has extended 
the labk ll) to show that King Kojonp i Number 2tf) and i+ Tht Pmeru Tm- 
perof" wees the same person; and fZ) io include both the dynastic name r“Sun- 
jnjig'h and ihe imperial reign nisme ("Vung-hcuT} raf ?be 21 lb and last ruler 
The lour “great IcingT who never ruled are Identified below 

3. dto fjfej and Chony ikmg) ^ m r/rr jroomJ Aflofitr of rfte 

fm/jtii-j o/ Yf These chajaricri are sonietfraev used interehsmgfcihly. 

Kingi 7 and 23 are unquestionably “Se-jo” and "Sun-jo." respecrivsiy. ho 

ever, and the final character $ fchoflg. or \img) is inconsistent; see foot¬ 
note. Numbers 2] and 22 are widely used a* Halbert gives them, and romiin- 
region and chumcKcre -ire in agreemens Al rhe >ame time, «h; Kuk^v Tttrgwan 

and the Talkei list them as “Yung-jo" iVf.R Yimgjol J% M and 
"Chong-jcT rC"hbng|in , respectively. 

* Characters for ’'SofcT [Ho, If arc 
Cliar4iicT3 for “Sun-|0 [No 2^i are 

; Hikc four "kings -1 nevzr reigned ^nd -ire not assignee! an ordinal number. 

* "‘Yfia-sathp r dumber Hli Prince “Yfiu-snn* (M-R YGnsati) may be called 

by the title “JuT hut ihc unc wore commOnK- urcd, and the one given here in 
the Chinese characters it "Cun” (baskulfy "XurTj. h would he logical also 
to read '"Yiln-tnn-gnn** Jof "Yun-san-ju 1 ” on I. 327 above. Cf K wtma-hi-gun 
(Number I5i . — EpitOr 


Note 

Number 

1 . 


2 . 

3 . 


EDITORIAL NOTES 

VOLUME U 


Chapter i-A 

The Korean sound lor the place name ii ^ w 

iPuton), b welJ biowa to the thousands of ArficrbCuns and 
ytimppftm in Korea tioee 1945. HuIbcrt H like most Western 
foreigners in the country before 1945, tell into the fr&bii of 
using the Japanese sound Pusan (changed to "Husan” by the 
Japanese during the war yeara of 19*374945 at the urging of 
Tanakadaur and other "purists” who attacked the Hepburn 
system of Japanese romeatzation as a foreign perversion). 
J 'Pusan" if ihe correct reading here, according lOXhc McCune- 
Rdschauer System, The same correction is to be made on 
pnges 24 0. fS) s 25 <1. E7> h -*26 N. and elsewhere. The date 
to which H til he it intends to refer here h of course 1595 
rather than 1395, 


Chapter 11 

In thiii sentence agam 'Tuvan'* is to be tead for "Pusan." 
Puaari 


ED 411 


ED 412 


EDITOR'S NOTES 


Chapter lit 

Note This paragraph offer* a particularly inking example of Hut- 
Number bcrTs imitation. of lh* old Korean scholarly hah it of using 

4 . Korean readings for Chinese ami Japanese sis well &$. Korean 
surnames and personal names. A & indicated in pan in Notes to 
Volume I, lire account of the 'Seven years' war" m a whole 
(from 1, .141 to II, 52) h full of these arbitrary Koreamnaljons 
ol names, which are obviously to be rendered, respectively, by 
the Japanese or Chinese sound ol the characters concemed- 
Herc the author refers effectively to HideyoiH Kato and 
Konishi, bur when he comes to (he most significant name of 
the four—that of Tokugawn teyasu, founder of the Tokugawa 
Shogunalc. I6G3-J867-—he renders this msme according to I he 

Korean sound of the character . Few would recog¬ 

nize the most powerful shogan in Japans history under the 
name “Gen, &a Kang." (The port from which Kali} and Ko- 
ni^hi are here reported m sailing is of course Pusan.) 

Chapter XI 

5. The date Is 1724 rather than 1624, as fa indicated in the final 
sentence of this paragraph. 

Chapter XU 

b. The career of the "female Buddha'" is genera My agreed to have 
tame to an end in [758 rather than in I 753, 


Chapter XIV 

7 t The last sentence of I his paragraph* referring to the execution 
of 2,000 Christians jn September, to describe events in 

1K66 rather than in 1868. 


Chapter XVI 

3- The M-ft raidings for *Fusan and W£tasan' h are Pusan ami 
W&nsan T respectively. 


EDITORS NOTES 


ED 413 


Noie Professor Hu I hert i* * offering from rhc unavailability of diplo- 
Number malic correspondence now published when hi? writes Ihnt Gen- 
9, era! Lucius Foote, ihe first United States minister to Korea, 
gave tip his. post in 1SJB5 ''without giving specific reborn/' 
Depart mem or State Dispatches and Instructions make if clear 
ihjit < t s Genera] Foote had long been wepry of (he Depart- 
mem * tack of intcrcsi in Korea and its failure id acr promptly 
on die Korean King's requests for Assistance during ihc golden 
period of .American-Korean relalions from May 1K1?1 to Novcm- 
her and i2) the general felt chagrined over the reduction 

Of the rank of Lbe U.$. chief of miss ion to Seoul from minister 
plenipotentiary io miniiler resident In HJg5 and refused to 
accept iho demotion. See especially Foote to Bayard, Nos. 32 
(Oct I % I883L 103 fScpb 3. im> and 112 {Soph 17, 18&4), 
These dispatches are reproduced in George M. MeCune and 
John A. Harrison, eds,. Kmem-American Relations.r Docu¬ 
ment* Pertaining jo the Far Eastern Diplomacy of the United 
Stales, Berkeley and Los Angeles, University of Culifotnia 
P«is 1951, Volume T p pp. 37L, 53-55. 


Chap ter XVII 

10. This and later references to the Tonghnk Tang during the Sino- 
Japanese Wjy seem neither consistent among themselves nor, 
on she whole, fair to die Toughok organization und member¬ 
ship. Hure, while raying ahji "threatening plackards [fie | wore 
fastened to foreigners' gales in Seoul,” Hulbcrt omits any 
mention of the highly respectful and completely peaceable sit- 
down appeal to the King in from of the palace at this same 
lime—the spring of i%9)\ In lines *-| | of psge 250 he leaves 
on: the two most significant features of ihe action a! Chunju. 
First, ChSn Porig-jun, the irmirgem Tonghak commander, 
Undertook lhis military operation againvr The Wishes and wish¬ 
out the approval of She head of the society ,md his chief lieu¬ 
tenants. In I he vffleond place, Chon faithfully curried out his 
pledge to the King to wjihdmw from hh almost impregnable 
position Chinju in June I 8*M d after the ruler h.td appealed 
to the patriotic general to do w jnd had promised that no 
more landings of Chinese or Japanese troops on Korean volt 
would be permitted. The suggestion in line* 2“f of page 251 
that the Tonghak was cither frightened hy ihc rumor of the 


ED4H 


EDITOR S NOTES 


Note approach of a Chinese array or [was] being pressed by i he 

Number government trcn>ps ,h is thus wide of the mart. The all niton to 

"fsarvfog malcontents'* in line 10 of page 165" seems to be 
intended to be sympathetic toward the Tonghak, but it fails 

to do justice to the social, political and religious ideal* of this 

remarkable movement. The final sentence on page 272 presents 
the most accurate characterization of the Tonghat Tang to be 
found in the Htswry, but here again its members ought to 
have been described as more than mere ^desperate citizens." 
The suppression effeclcd in lale IS94 and early 1895 by Japa¬ 
nese detachmcnis and Kurcan Government troops Is given a 
description on page's 275 .md 276 which covers the surface 
facts rather wclh although il does no[ even raise ihc important 
question whether the Tcnuhak organization or individuals in 
if received aid Iron Japanese s^Hirccs before or during the 
Sino-Japancst Wu Finally i| may be remarked dint on page 
276 Hulbert names the independent Tonghaic leader who took 
Chbnju against ihc Society 1 ! orders in the summer of 1894, but 
the name used \s "Chun Nok-tiT mi her than the correct one 
of Cbdn Pong-;uo for ChOn Fong-jun by Humbert's formula). 
"Nokfu" was his nickname, by which he was affection*rdy 
known to millions of Koreans The noftti* is a small bean com¬ 
mon ly raised in Korea, Thus in English-language accounts Mr. 
ChGn is often called "Little Beans." On all of the Tonghak 
topics discussed in this note, logeiher wiih a partial listing of 
Wiroei in Korean and English, see C, N. Weems, The Korean 
Reform and independence Movement, cited, especially page? 
S3Am. A more spednlizcd iTudy of the Tanghak-th dndo Kyo 
movement by Benjamin ft, Weems will, when published, deal 
with all of these matter*! including the question of Japanese 
encouragement of the Tonghak, 

1L It would have been more realistic if the author had said that 
Japan was determined that Korea * ‘independence* should 
not be compromised by any other power, and thaj reform was 
desirable from Tokyo’* viewpoint only so Jong at it served to 
make government in Korea both efficient and com pat [hie wilh 
the furthering of Japanese economic and strategic interests, 
Tbb conditional support on the part of Japan for Korean in¬ 
dependence had become clear to I he p atriotic Pak VCmg byo + 
who had worked hard for reform coupled with independent 
Korean strength in 1894-1895 before the murder of I he Queen 
(October 8, 1895). ft must have been plain to Hid hen also 


EDITORS NOTES 


ED415 


Note after thnl event and those of the *uececdmg four months. end- 
Number ing with the King’s flight to the Russian legation on February 
I K I££6 k during which the Japanese minister virtually ran ihe 
Korean government through n puppet cabinet anti the ruler 
was a terrorised prisoner in his own palace. The same indt- 
nation to Interpret questionable action* in a manner favorable 
to Japan is shown throughout this discussion of the Sine-Japa¬ 
nese War period. See, for cample, Hid berths description of 
the first naval engagement, on pages 252-233+ and lus account, 
on pages 353-354, of (he initial land fighting, beginning with 
the rather subjective statement that Tl it was wisely determined 
to eliminate from the problem all the Chinese force* south of 
Seoul. . . *' M a resident of Korea and a journalist. Hubert 
was taking the Japanese side because it was rhe only one which 
seemed to offer any hope for Korea* as is explained by ref¬ 
erence* to bis later writings found in the Editor 1 * Profile. It 
veems unfortunate, however* that, as a historian, hi* view 
could not have been more detached. At the same time it must 
be noted that in line* 35-19 of page 251 he describes factually 
the large-scale flight of resident* from Seoul and faithfully 
report * (he traditional fear of Japan in his statement that ‘“such 
was the terror that the very name of the Japanese inspired/ 1 


12* This account of the murder of the Korean Reform Party 
leader, Kim Ok-kyim. ami of the dismemberment of his body 
is essentially factual and well presented- There Is a difference 
among qualified Korean writers, however, on ihe question 
whether he went to China on his own initiative to ask Viceroy 
Li Hung-chang for support in his effort to decrease the pre¬ 
vailing influence of the reactionaries in Korea, who were 
generally allied wirh Li's appointee. Yuan Shih-k'ai, rhe Chinese 
"Resident'* in Seoul Hu!bert's view is .supported in Kim YOng- 

bJ <k$4 , Chwa&ng Yim Ch 7-Aa S&nsteHg Yafich fin 

’ ' CorlClSt Biography of 
Yun Ch'i-ho), Seoul, Kirokkyo Chosen Karrini Hoc Ch'ongni- 

■ >*»• 

p. 70f. The opinion that Kim Ofc-kyun planned the irip him¬ 
self Li expressed in Om Hang-sbp ffiJL J^^Sst . "Hangul. 
Tongyip Undong ui YfrLsa" 

a manuscripi on the Korean independence 


ED 416 


EDITOR’S NOTES 

Note movement prepared by Mr. Oni in Chungking in (944 at (he 
Ntimber present editors request The best known fortigndimguygt at> 
count of the character and skillful maneuvering s ol Hong 
Cbong-u Is found an Rlin Rejpmiy. “tin as^^in politique,” 
T*oung f*tio {Leyden) ( \ pp, 260^271. See aHo F. A, 

McKenzie, Kona's Hgkr hr Freedom* New York, Fleming 
H. RevejS, J920, p- 401 Professor Harrington UJoJ, Mammon 
atui fhr Japanese. cited, p r 254f t pcfct'i to the strange concern 
of Dr, Horace N. Allen in the “gho-ulkh buMtiess M of dis¬ 
tributing the remain* of Kim Ok-kyum For a discussion of this 
affair a* u whole, see C. N. Weems* op. cit ., pp. 77-82 

13- The important cast-coast city named here, tn hue ( 3 above and 
tn lines fi and 1U of page 257 k rendered W6naan by M-R 
and would properly be WQn-*an by Hrllbert% ow n romamzalion 
plan. The standard Japanese form k Gendin ml her than 
Ciensan. It is understand able that Halbert should use (he 
Japanese dame for ihe city in referring lo .» Japanese array 
unit, buL it would have been helpful if he had indicated Fits 
reason for doing so and had distinguished the Japanese from 
the Korean form. 


Chapter XVHI 

1 4. In ibis chapter and in a few of the iutacquent ones Hutbcri k 
at ht\ be^t as a writer of history because he presen hi a broad 
interpretive background for (hr individual events of a particu¬ 
lar era. Here he makes good use. in general of thk device. If 
he k too sweeping in Llh assertion that "from the early years 
of the Christian era Korea has been moulded by Chin tic lifers 
and dominated by her [C bin all influence,” he Is equally com¬ 
prehensive in his countervailing stationeries. Here be refers to 
the H+ mdirrjiT and [ndTucable difference between the Chinese 
and ihc Korean which no aniouni of moulding; could remove": 
on page 264 he describes ^ L by tar Lhe greater parT K cf the 
finished produce of civilization borrowed from China hs 
# l being, whotly unsulted to Fhc Korean temperanieai,“ The 
salient (net which one wishes I hat he had arrested it the 
achievement of control over Korean socsety by the Neo-Con- 
fuebn literati only in (he fifteenth and sixteen centuries A.D,* 
after a millennium of severe competition with social and 
political influences usoduied with Buddhism. The form of 
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Note government had often been QntAtelkii but ihe alRmportanL 

Number control over the royal court and over the though [-pattern of 
ihe society as a whole had more generally been in the hands 
of Buddhist monk*. Buddhism moved into Korea with ii& 
wetkoessea as wll as its dements of strength, but at least it 
broughi with it no nation id labels from India or from China. 
Its priest* Were often ini crested in politics as well lls in religion, 
bin time and again when I be ini crests of a Korean slate w ere 
imperilled I heir loyally lo that state was unmistakeable. The 
Cunfudanisiv on (he other hand, could noi import ibeir ethical 
scheme ol social and political control whhotM bringing in their 
concept of ihe Chinese “nwld-ilaic” system and of (be Chines 
emperor a* the supreme earthly figure in ihe Ccmfueian ethical 
p> 7 amid. To some extent from 1401, therefore, and almost 
exclusively from 1544. when the century and one-half of 
brilliant achievement* came to an end, loyalty so Chins and 
Ihe assumption that Chinese culture was the supreme way of 
life acted as a 4-trait jacket on Korean cultural growth. The 
most serious sutler mgs of the Korean people came, of course, 
not from Confucum principles but from their perversion in the 
hands of ihe all-powerful Neo^Conriician scholar-official^ who 
became increasingly factious and corrupt in the sixteenth cen¬ 
tury and, above all, after the beginning of isolation in 1637, 
See Sections 3 and 4 and g) of the Editor's Introduction. 


Chapter XIX 

15, Ihe “mo mb of November 11 evidently meant November U&94, 
and every thing mentioned in this paragraph is apparently rep re¬ 
served as having occurred before the end of that year. If Lful 
is what Halbert intends (o say h it ii clear that he has Dr. Philip 
Jaisohn (S* Chac-p'il) arriving hock in Seoul more Ihan a year 
before he actually returned. Dr. Juisohn received his MJX 
degree from George Washington University Medical School 
and also win married to Miss Muriel Buchanan Armstrong in 
i B95. In ihr fall of ihe same year, after having learned of the 
death of the conservative Korean Queen, he accepted a long¬ 
term coni me e as advisor to ihe Korean Govemmcrtt, although 
he had previously rejected two somewhat similar offer*. He 
left Washington, D C early in December I89> and arrived in 
Seoul near the end of January S 896, only a few days, indeed. 
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Note before the Korean King's sensational flight from the palace to 

Number the Russian legal inn iFebruary 11 ^ 1896). For a review of 
these and related eventa* together with the supporting literature, 
£ee C. N. WeenH p op. di., pp, 150-152, 


Chapter XXI 

The dale of this communTcatioii with the Taewdngun was 
October 5. rather than ihe 1 5iK as can be judged from the 
preceding and succeeding events listed in the judgment o' rbe 
Hiroshima Court which Hulbert quotes here. 

17, Hut JssAssinaiion occurred on October 8 P rather ihun the 5ih. 


Chapter XXII 

For the fuel that dc Speyer^ replacement of Washer in Seoul 
was actually delayed from February I 896 to September 1897 
in order that the more experienced Wacber might deal with 
the delfcutc situation caused by the Kings seeking of asylum 
m Ibe Russian legation, see C. N + Weems, op. cit. t pp. 145-147. 
In ihc same study there is (on pp. 277-293) an analysts of the 
iiucimEional and internal Russian factors which caused Russia 
to use its preponderance of power In Korea sparingly during 
Ibis same period of more than eighteen months Certainly the 
change of ministers cannot be explained simply on the basis 
of their respect Eve personalities. It may he noted further that 
Waeber, when finally relieved in September (897, wen! on to 
the more important post of minister to Mexico,, for which he 
had En Fact fint been designated by she Foreign Office in St, 
Petersburg laic in IS 95. 

The hazy and ineffectual condominium which Russia and 
Japan were to exercise over the peninsula under the Lobanov- 
Yamagata Agreem ent represen led Prince Lobanov's counter- 
suggestion in the proposal made by Marshal Yamagala at 
Moscow, wj[h (he full approval of Pfifiec (then Marquis) lid, 
that Korea he pcrmanenily divided at the 38* pantile! of north 
latitude, with Russia taking the nonhem and Japan the southern 
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20 . 


21 . 


22 . 
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half. Enough of iiiis rejected "offer" could easily have leaked 
through diplomatic circle* in Seoul to account for the "iffca 
Thai Korea would he divided into two spheres of influence 
- - ■ * tmtixml on page 309, lines 13-15. Yanragata's pro¬ 
posal to Lobanov in the hummer of \S96 is not to He confused 
with the suggestion made by the Russian* in a late stage oF 
the negotiations En 1903 thiii a "neutral zone" be established 
in the portion of the pemmuh north of the 39° parallel. At 
that juncture, with (he Anglo-Japanese Alliance in effect and 
the Russians active in Manchuria as well as Korea, Japan re¬ 
jected this scheme, which it considered insincere. 

In justice to Dr. Jatsohn it might have been said here that he 
promoted ihe building of the Independence Audi and, at the 
same lime, was teaching the idea of tseff-controT and public 
responsibility in bcih domestic and foreign affairs. He was also 
urging the King to leave the Russian legation long before His 
Majesty did so. upon (he completion of his new palace, in 
February 1897 It h at the same time not untrue that Jaischn 
tended to be “'blunt and outspoken" as Hulbcn indicates on 
ltd* same page. 

The American wm of course Homer BezaLeet Huibert. 


Chapter XXHI 

Although Russian policies in and concerning Korea are dis¬ 
cussed elsewhere in these Notes, thi^ particular paragraph seem* 
to call for clarification of ihrec points. First T it was not tn 
February 189S but in the preceding November that the Inde¬ 
pendence Program (embracing ihe Independence Club, the 
Independent and other units) made its decisive public break 
with the Russians and their Korean conservative all its. In the 
Independent of November IS, 1897, the editor. Dr. Philip 
Jaisohn, finally abandoned his hopeful attitude toward Russian 
inffuencc and made a scathing attack on the agreement under 
which Kurt] Alexdev, ageirt of Russian Finance Mini iter Witte, 
hsd become advisor and virtual dictator of Ihe Korean finance 
department. Once this open political challenge had been issued, 
the younger and more positive-minded members of the Inde¬ 
pendence Program could hardly be held back from the dis- 
a^roui demonstrations which began in the following February, 
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23. 


24 , 


25 . 


fSee C N. Weems, The Korean Reform and Independent* 
Movement, especially pp, MO-4234 

Secondly. the sudden removal of <hv imperious tie Speyer 
iind the general softemnf of Russian policy hi Korea in March 
1698 weft evidently caused by the fact dial, with Russia's 
acquisition of Manchurian warm-water ports through the lease 
of Port Arthur and Talien-wan {Russian.. Dalny: Japanese^ 
Dairenl which was obtained in that months h was St. Peters¬ 
burg's desire to avoid unnecessary irritation of the British and 
the Japanese by any further aggression id Korea al thal time. 

Thirdly, Hulbert 1 * frank reference to Korean opportunism 
here seems So establish the fa cl thas he was objective in his 
estimate of Traditional political practices and was not blindly 
pro-Korean as he is some times described. 

Il iii not certain at what juncture Mulbert penned this para¬ 
graph; it ma* have been wrilten its sale us September !9tM P 
when r( appeared in exactly these wolds in serin! form (The 
Korea Review IV, Sept J904> p 43fif.), In any event, a vast 
number of Western observer* had seen enough of Japanese 
action* in Ksm by that time to make them reject completely 
Hu!berz\ assumption that pl ihe wxm and purposes of the Inde¬ 
pendence party were directly In line with Japanese inurrest* 
here. T . Indeed, it wa* repeated statement* of thi > kind that 
caused his critics to brand him as eh her nafve or subservient to 
Japan Cf, the Editors Profile. 

This is an accurate statement and this official policy wits re¬ 
newed with najpeci Ld the Japanese Gmcmmeni-General in 
1910-1941. That fact did nol prevent ^ number ot missionaries 
from feeling that they could nt>[ separate iheir religious activi¬ 
ties from a concern wish the social and political (roubles of 
their parishioners. Nor dill U prevent Protestant Korean Chris¬ 
tians from being charged with “conspiracies” in 1910 am! 1911 
or from pining with Ch'bndo Kyo members and Buddhists in 
leading the great Independence Oemonsmiioo of 1919. 

For further detail on the country-wide activities of Protestant 
churches see the works cited in the Editor's Suggestive Bibliog¬ 
raphy under “The Christian Movement" In Korea and; many of 
I he ankles listed in Elrod's Index, which ib found under 
'This and Guides 
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Chapter XXiV 

Nme This pas&kmie attachment had had a basic part in the couni 
Number less demumi rations against foreign intrusion through mn history- 
26- Of the&c, at leasi sax were spearheaded by die Righteous Army. 

to which brief reference is made in Section 4d of the Editor^ 
Introduction. tluEbert mentions at letisl the firat four of ihe 
Cibyfing uprisings, but does not suggest any connection be- 
tween them and the resentment against the Japanese proposal 
regarding Korean lands in 1902, 

2?. These guarantees appear in the preamble and in the first 
sentence of Article J of the original Anglo-Japancse Alliance,, 
concluded on January 30, 1902. It would have been more 
pertinent to Japan's purpose cn obtaining this diplomatic safe¬ 
guard, however, if emphasis had been plated cm Britain** 
recognition, in Article I, that ' Japan, in addition to ihe interests 
which she possesses in China, is interested in a peculiar degree 
politically as well as commercially arid industrially in Corea 
[riel . , . " Gooch and Tempcrfy. editors, British Document* 
on the Origins of ths World l$98~I9I4, London. 1927, 
VoL 11. No, 125, p, 114; VoL IV, No. I IS, p. 128, 


Chapter XXV 

28. The three paragraphs beginning a\ the cento of page 342 
state forcefully the strong criticism of Russian policy and the 
admiration of Japan which have been traced in the Editor’s 
Profile of Professor HuJbert \n this final paragraph he is say¬ 
ing not only that & 'Temporary suspension of Korean autonomy ’ 
a( th^ hands, of the Japanese might prove beneficial, but also 
that Korea might have done well to >ide vrgorousFy with Japan 
against Russia, presumably from the beginning of the period 
of modem foreign relations. All of this was written u full year 
before Ihe author made his sharp turn away from his long-held 
line of support for Japan, at about ihe beginnint' of October 
1905, Indeed, page 342 appeared in the History instalment in 
The Korea Reiii'* for Detotacr 1904 and page 343 fwtlh j 
mcjv>r deletion ic» acoomnimlaie the -serial heading) was pub¬ 
lished at the begin Ring of the installment for November 1904, 
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Chapter XXVU 

Nate The term “Korean troop*" in this paragraph evidently refers 

Number to Japanese troops serving in Korea, The rati road running souta- 
29, eastward from Seoul might property be called the “Seoul-Pusan 
Railway/' In any event ii teems unfortunate that Hulbert. 
following tbe general Western usage of his day, used a mbciurt: 
of Korean and Japanese styles. The same combination is found 
in line 13 of page 3?2 r (A further use of Fusan for Pusan 
occurs in line 39 of page 364). The McCune-Reishchaucr form 
for "Wjju' 1 b “Diju/ 1 
30- 

This paragraph contains a rather sharp criticism of such sub¬ 
stantial private Japanese group in Korea ihe ""Board of 
Trade of Fusan* 1 and ihe plain statement that the failure of 
Official representatives of Japan to propose substantial reforms 
was a dk appointment. !t by no mean* reflects any Anal con¬ 
clusion h however, that I span had been deceitful in its repeated 
promises of eventual effort* toward genuine reform. Pages 364 
and 365 are found in exactly this form texeept for pagination]! 
in the friuil installment, appearing in the Review for December 
1904, 


EDITORS SUGGESTIVE BIBLIOGRAPHY 


DESIGN AND PURPOSE 

That necessarily brief bibltcvgrephiest suggestion* are made in the hope 
that (hey will give the reader an adequate key to the Western-language 
literature .in Korea a* a whole, from the sixteenth century to today, and 
will also introduce him to (he strikingly extensive and varied writings of 
Professor Hulbcrt himself. 

0>mprchetuivc luting* and commentaries on puMicaikm* in the Korean 
field, especially for periods before £945, are now Agitable, Some of the 
basic ones, including Miss Soon Hi Ue + * valuable study of malonals 
published in the past decade, are named under "lists and Guide** 
They offer specialised guidance to the strident who wliho to pursue a 
particular topic beyond the limits of Ihe one hundred sixty titles presented 
b Part One. 

Even with this limitation of the general listings, some selection has been 
necessary in eiiing the author's works T in Part Two, ft is expected ihal a 
more exhaustive prcwnlftlbn can he made in & forthcoming study. 
so far si available data penult, 1 have noted all fits hooks and hi* articles 
published outside Korea, a* wet! as those appearing in The Korean Re¬ 
pository and the Transaction* of the Korea Branch of iht Royal A uooe 
Society* 

The Korea Jtfvirn\ edited and published by Huibert, poses a vaster 
problem- Entirely aside from she installments of Lht History appearing 
all issues of ihe magazine during the yean 1901-1904 .md aside froen 
contributions by other writers, ihc editorial K article* and stone* unques¬ 
tionably written by him greatly exceed ihe one hundred forty item* IlsioJ 
here. One compliedJng factor is his practice of discussing several im- 
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related question^ rn a single "Editorial Comment" without using sob- 
hidings, A nothin is ihe fad thill much of hi* bent writing which deals 
with a m.t^tturo of history and folk Lore, usually sea.soned liberal Jy wilh 
humor* is found in short anecdote*; their complete listing would require 
a prohibitive allotment of space. In less than four page* 1113-117) of 
Jbc Review for March 1901, for eiiimple, there appear sk of hh brief 
tales—“Prophecy," Mathematics vs. Chinese/' "The Story did ttT 
"Cinderella*" "An Engineering feat" and *'Brains vs, Mujcfe*"-—all under 
the departmental heading of "Odds and Ends." Useful as abbreviated 
stories of this nature are in conveying Korean thought and moral values, 
they arc too numerous io be entered individual Ey« 

The items listed were chosen with the realization Ihat the Editor of 
the Review was writing primarily aboui Korean history and culture, on 
the one hand, and about ihe often explosive Japanese*Korean question 
un the other AH of his editorials and captioned articles of a nora-fictional 
nature which concern one or the other of these (hemes are included, us 
are also & few of his more appealing: adaptations of Korean legends and 
folk (ales. 

Any student of the remarkable "early missionary iLtemiure" produced 
in Korea during the half-century beginning with about t£9(i would 
logically w-dcome a listing of all stride*—and not merely those by Homer 
Halbert-—published in the Reptnltoty. ihe ft AS Tnmmctfotis and ihe 
Review. The dilemma facing the editor because of spjee Emulation* is 
resolved by Professor J, McKee Elrods work, An ftutrx u* English 
Language Periodical Literature Published in Korea. MPri-Wtf, produced 
ou microfilm and also printed electrostatkally on paper by Yonsd Uni¬ 
versity in 1960. This classified bibliographical nld, covering ten magazines 
including the three key ones mentioned, may be obtained in the United 
Stale* indicated in the entry under "Lists and Guide*" below. One 
hopes (hat Proiessor Elrod will find it possible to fldd ^ ^uppletncrd on 
two newspaper*—the Independent r 1896-1898), published by the pioneer¬ 
ing Philip Jaisohn (Sir Chae-pjfi ami Yun Ch'i-ho. ami the Km* Daily 
Ncw *< csrrietl on during ihe tense years 1904-1908 by ihe militandy 
pro-K<retn and anti-Japanese Briush publicist. E, T* Bethel). Even as 
it Hinds, however, the index offers valuable guidance to nil imercstod 
readers. No attempt is therefore made here to duplicate ihe Elrod Ihiinga* 
although a few indispensable articles by authors other than Hulhett are 
cited in Pan One. 

Comparatively few scholar* in ihe East Asian field seem to have made 
use of various private collections of lei tern, documents and rare published 
material* dealing with Korea which arc available for use in research 
Two of these are I he collections of Horace N. Alien and George Clayton 
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Fou Ik, held by the Manuscript Division of the New York Public Library. 

An exception 10 the listing of works in Parr One by the alphabetical 
order of their authors' names h found In Section & ["Explbntibn and 
Indirect In Formal ion on Korea before lS? 6 T % where it seems useful lo 
show the sequence und, in a general way, die frequency, of early Western 
contacts with [he country, Ag/iin in Part Two the chronological order of 
publication is followed, since it appears especially instructive to trace 
the development of Professor Hulbert’s understanding of Korean ques¬ 
tions and his point! of view through Lbc various stages outlined in the 
Editor's Profile. 


PART ONE; ONE HUNDRED SIXTY BOOKS 
AND ARTICLES ON KOREA 

A. LISTS AND GUIDES 
American Universities Fidd Si^fL 

A Select Bibliography; Asia, Africa Eastern Europe. Latin America. 
New York, 1960. Lx, 534 p. 

Bibliography of Asian Studies, Feb< 1936% 

(Ann Arbor* Mich., etc.], The association for Aslan Studies, 1936- 

Title varies: 1936-40 fv. 1-5), Bulled* of Far Eastern Bibliography- 
1941-1955, Far Eastern Bibliography. 

Published by the Committee on Far Eastern Studies of the American 
Council of Learned Societies* 1936-40; by the Association for Asian 
Studies under its early ns me, Far Eastern Association, 1941-55. 

194 i- , issued in and detached from the Journal of Asian Studies. 
California. University. Institute of Asiatic Studies. 

Korean Studies Guide, compiled for the Institute of East Asiatic 
Studies, University of California, by B. H, Hazard* Jr. land others). 
Edited by Richard Marcus Berkeley, University of California Press, 
1954. xii, 220 p. maps. 

California. Univeraity. Institute of Internationa] Studies. Easr Asia Studies, 
Rujxmn Supplement to the Korean Studies Guide, Compiled by 
Robert L. Backus Michael t Rogers, project director Berkeley, 
1958. %ii w 211 p, 

Conran!, Maurice, Bibik 1 graphic Ccrfanne: Tahir tin Uitfralfe de hi Cortt 
coniclituit la nomenclature des ouvrases puhUrs dans ce pays jwqu'en 
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IS90, airui one la description el tanalyse ddrallUes dcs primipuux 
deitfre ces outrages t 3 vote., Paris, Ernest Lerous, Editeur Libndre 
de la Sociitc Aslaliquc dc L'EcoJe dei Langurs OiienUies Vivanttt, 
1894-1896, ecxiv + 502; tx. 538; is, 446, clxxvii p. 

--, Bibliographic Coreerte [Supplement!, Pnm r 1901, 122 p, 

Elrod, Jefferson McRee, ,4^ index to Eh a fish Language Periodical Uteri i- 
iur* Published in Korea, I$&U-i94<J t Sc oul B Yonsei University* i960, 
214 p. 

PTie magazines indexed are Korea Bookman. The Korea Field. The 
Korea Mazarine, The Korea Methodist. The Korea Mission Field, 
The Korea Review, The Korean Repository y Morning Calm, Trans¬ 
actions of the Kora: Branch of the Royal A viatic Society anti Jf, 
Nicholas Chronicle. A microfilm of Lhese periodicals and o t I he 
Index, as well as copies of the electrostatically printed index, may 
be obtained from Professor J. McRec El rod h Peabody Library School, 
George Peabody College, Nashville Tennessee.] 

Gompertz* E. and G r , “Supplement to "A Partial Bibliography q| DetH- 
dental Literature on Korea, 1 '* Transactions of the Korea Branch of 
the Royal Asiatic Society i hereinafter cited ns TKBRAS) XXIV 

0935), 11- 

Journal of Asian Studies* annual Bibliography volume. 

(See Bibliography of Asian Studies. J 

Lee, Soon Hi* Korea: A Selected Bibliography in the Western Languages, 
1950-195$, Washington, Master's thesis. Catholic University of 
America. May, 1959. 

[Miss Lee's thesis can be obtained on microfilm from Rev. James J. 
Kortendick, Chairman, Library Science Department, Catholic Urn- 
versiiy, Washington, O, CJ 

McCufle, Shannon B,, Koreu t Heritage?: Regional A Social Geography. 
Rutland. Vermont, din rid E- Tunic Go,, 1956, Aisi, 250 p,. illm., 
maps, dia.gr*., rabies 

(See “References and Bibliographical Notes T pp. 195-211.] 

Nahrp, Andrew C- h comp r| 

Japanese Penetration of Korea; A Checklist of Japanese Archive* 
in the Hoover institution, compiled under the direction of Peter A- 
Berton. f Stan ford. Calif.], Stanford Univtr&Uy, Hoover Inmtuikm 
on War, Revolution .md Peace, 1955 (Hoover Institution Biblio¬ 
graphical Series, 5), v, 103 p. 

Underwood, Horace H r , “A Partial Bibliography of Occidental Literature 
on Korea/' TKBRAS XX (1931), 17-185. 
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ILS, Library uF Congous Reference Dept 

Korea: An Annotated Bibliography of Pub He adorn in Far Eastern 
Lan$uages h compiled under ihr direction of Edwin G. Bod, Jr M 
the assistance of Robin Winkler* Washington, I950i viitp 167 p 

L\S. Library of Congress, Reference DepL 

Kurca: Ait Annotated BUiliogmphy of Publications in the Russian 
Language, compiled by Albert Furry, John 1 Dorosh and Elizabelh 
Gardner Dorosh, Washington. 3^50- B4 p, 

U.S. library or Congress, Reference Dept 

Korea: An Annotated RtbUography oj Publications in Western U an- 
tfwdfer, compiled by Helen Dudcnbotfcl Jones. bibliographer, Gem 
era] Reference and Bibliography Division, nod Robin L. Winkler,, 
consul um in Korean bibliography, Washington. 1950, ix, 155 p. 


B. EXPLORATION AND INDIRECT INFORMATION 
ON KOREA BEFORE 1S76 
On chronological order of publication} 

tS97 

Left re annuttk d* Mars 1593, lerlte par J\ Pkrre Gfi*n*t a P. Claude 
Acquavim* general dr la Compugtiie de J£sU$ u Milan* 1597, 
[Contains fcftrtrtiCfti to Korea by Jesuits in Japcuv., reproduced by 
the Hakluyt Society.] 

1600 

"Two Famous Voyages Happily Performed Round About the World by 
Sir Francis Drake and M Thomas Cavendish .... W'hereutito are 
Appended Certain Rare Observations Touching the Present Stale of 
China and I he Kin gdomc of Corny, Lately Invaded by Qunbacondotio 
[HkfeyoshjJ F the Liil Monarch of the 66 Princedomcs of Japan* 
(16W>, in Works of thr Hakluyt Society* London. No. 4 fc \M9« 
|S^e also Hakluyt Principal Smdgtxsions, London„ Hakluyi Society, 
1600 , Vol; m.j 

ms 

Hamel van Gofcum, Hendrik, Jourmel van de ongthiklg* Voyagie von 
t 1 Jar hi de Sptrwer grdestineert na Tayavan in flour /65J, hoc f sdvc 
Jm-ht up f QnUpiUiffi Hyland L\ gesirant: als made ern perintntr 
tmehryvmder Ijmdm. Provintkn, Staten ende Foften hggmtt 
in jr" Cutfmgryk Caret, Roifeidam. 166S, 
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[An English version of Hamels story, taken from an intervening 
French translation, is published in TKBRAS (X (1918), 91.1 

1797 

Mireau, M. L. A, Mild, cd., Vtyyoge de fa Peroitse autour du ownde, 
puttie t€>nfarmh*ni dfl dec ret du 72 otril 1791 el r edige pm M L. A 
MUd Mir am , Paris, 1797. 

i904 

Broughton, William Robert, A Voyage of Discover? to ike .V. Pacific 
Occtin in which tin- Coast of Asia from the lal- of 35 degrees N. to 
fke $2 degree N: the island Ettsu (commonly known under ihe name 
of the (and of Yesok the north. souths east coast* of Japan, the 
Lieuchieux and the adfacent odes, as well as the coast of Corea have 
been examined and surveyed. Performed in H. M/s stoop "Provi¬ 
dence/* and his tender, in die years 1795 # & r 7 , B, by W, Rob, 
Broughton. London, T. Odd I and W. D*vjes P 1804. 

[Ccud&ios a Korean vocabulary,} 

ISIS 

Had, Captain Basil, Account of a Voyage of Discovery to the West Coast 
of Corea and the Great Loo-chuo island t London, John Murray, 
I® 18.av. 122, 72 p*. ptales (pan col.), maps, (Bag. 

{Compare the work of John McLeod, uirgeon of Captain Hall's ship* 
the Alresied 

Mcl^od, John (Surgeon of the Aicrju]^ Voyage of His Mafesty's Skip 
Alceste, Along the Coast of Corea to the Island of Lewi hew- With 
mi Account of Her Subsequent Shipwreck, second edition, London. 
John Murray* 18 IS, 323 p. 

[Compare ihe work of Captebt Basil Hall* muter of the 

GutzIalT, Charles, JW 

Journal of Three Voyages along the Coast of China in I33l r fS32 
and iS33 t London. T. Ward A Company, 1834. 

[The first Protestant missionary io visit Korea-) 

Belcher, Captain Sir E, 

Narrative of the Voyage of H. M. S ‘Stimanmg" during the years 
IS 43-46. London, Reeve, Bctih;nn< nnd Reeve l $48* 2 vols., 359 
and 574 p . 

JVoL I t pp. 324^358 and VoL II, pp* 444-466 contain iniereiEitig 
discussions on Korea; a vocabulary is included.) 
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C GENERAL DESCRIPTION: LAND, PEOPLE 
AND ECONOMY 

Brunner, Edmund de Schwemitz, ' Rural Kona: A Preliminary Survey of 
Economic, Social and Religious Conditions," The Jerusalem Meeting 
of the International Missionary Council, March 24-April B r I92&* 
New York, [nlnrn alien til Missionary Council, Vol. VI. pp. 84+172, 

Chung, Kyurig Cho* Korea Tomorrow? Land of the Mowing Calm, New 
York* Macmillan* 1956, stxv* 384 p. 

Gilmore. Rev, George W„ A. M., Korea from itj Capital: With a Chapter 
on Missions, Philadelphia, Presbyterian Board of Publication and 
Sabbath-School Work, m2, 32 B p, 
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PART TWO: ONE HUNDRED NINETY OF HOMER &. HU EBERTS 
PUBLISHED WRIT!NOS 
l in chronological order of publication! 

A. Books 

1, Works Concerning Korea 

A Concise Dictionary of the Korean Language, h two parrs, Korean- 
English ami English-Korean t by Horace Grant Underwood, assisted 
by Homer B. Hulbert and Jjamci S. Gale. Yokohama. Kelly and 
WaLsh; New York, A. D. F. Randolph. 1890 (two parts in one 
volume). 

m. 

The History of Korea „ 2 vote.. Seoul, Method!*! Publishing House, 1905. 

A Comparative Grammar of the Korean Language and r he Dwvidkm 
Languages of India, Seoul* The Methodic Publishing House, 1905, 
152 p 

The Passing of Korea, New York, Doubled ay* Page, 1906. 473 p. 

The Japanese in Korea. Seoul, 1907, S2 p. (toUnote. with aiome editing, 
from The Korea Review ). 

Qtnjce the Wizard; Korean Folk Tales, Springfield, Ma3smdlllielt3 h Milton 
Bradley, 1925, 156 p. 

2- Miscellaneous Works 

In Search of a Siberian Klondike, as Narrated by Washington B Vander- 
lip T thti Chief Actor, and Herein Set Forth by Homer B- Hot best. 
New York* Tin; Century, 1901, 115 p. 
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The Face m the Mist . Springfield. Massachusetts, Milton Bradlev. 1926, 
245 p. 

The Mummy Bride.- A Farce Comedy in Three Acts. Minneapolis, North¬ 
western College of Speech Arts, 1928. J09 p. 

"Flay Bali: A Comedy in One Art, Minneapolis, The Northwestern 
College of Speed] Aru, 1929. 13 p. 

1 he Antidote. A Forte Comedy in One Act, Minneapolis, 'The North¬ 
western Press, 1930, 12 p. 

Exhibit H A“. A Comedy in Three Acts. Minneapolis. The North western 
Press, 1931, 86 p. 


PARTIAL 11ST OF HOMER B- HULBERTS PUBLISHED 
WRITINGS (Continued) 

II. Periodicals 

I- Articles Published in the United Stales and The where Outside Korea 

1898 “The Enfranchisement of Korea," North American Review 166 

( 1898): 780, 

1899 ■‘Korea," Independent I New Yorfci J| (1899): 1220, 

“Korea and Its People" Fomm 27 (1899): 217. 

"Korean Inventions." Harpers Massine 99 (1899): !02. 

1903 ‘The Korean Language," Smithsonian Report, \ 903; 808-810. 

1904 “Korea, The Bone of Contention," Century Magazine 68 (May 

1904), J 51-154, (Abo in Current Literature 36 (1904): 158- 
163. 

"Korea's Opening by Rail," World’s I Fork 11 (1904): 6849. 
‘Russo-Japanese War and Christian Missions in the Easi," Mb- 
sionary Review (New York) 27 (June 1904): 4(jg-4|3, 

1908 1 "Japanese and Missionaries in Korea," Missia>uiry Review (New 

York) 31 ( March 1908): 205-209, 

“Japan s Object Lesson in Korea," Pacific Monthly (Portland, 
Oregon) 20 (Aug. 1908); 167-175. 

1916 “Japan and Isothermal Empire." Journal of Race Development 
Vf (19(6): 4. 
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1919 “What A hour Korea ?' 1 Korea Review (Philadelphia) Ir7 (Sept. 

1919). 1-4. 

‘"Korea* Part in I he War." Korda Review (Philadelphia) 1:8 
(Oct. 1919). If. 

1920 "Japan in Korea." Journal of International Relations (Worcester, 

Massachusetts) ID (Jan 1920): 2"0-2?7. 

1921 "Chautauqua and Korea,” Korea Review (Philadelphia' 111:8 

(Ocf. 1921), 1-3. 

1955 "Korean Contributions to Civilization,*' Far Eastern Economic 
Review (Hongkong 19 fAug. 25. 1955), 225f I Described 
bv the editor of the Economic Review as "j posthumous 
article by the greatest student of Korean history. "] 


PARTIAL LIST OF HOMER 8. HU L BE RTS PUBLISHED 
WRITINGS (Continued) 


Vet. 

1 

II 


IIJ 


IV 


% Articles in The Korean Repository 
Year Title. Month end Page 

1892 "The Korean Alphabet,’’ January, 1-9; March. 69-74. 

1895 “Korean Reform-." January 1-9. 

“The Origin of the Korean People,” June. 219-229; 
July. 255-264. 

"Roman izat ion Again,” August, 299-306. 

"Rise of the Yangban," December. 471 -174. 

1896 “Korean Vocal Music.” February. 45-53. 

"Korean Poetry," May, 203-207. 

"Tlit Korean Alphabet." 1 June. 233-237. 

"The Ham Heung Messenger Again (letter to the 
editor]/' September. 375, 

"The Gcmniineef," October, 387-391. 

Uncaptioned letter to the editor, dealing with the 
Korean Alphabet, October, 4JSf. 

1897 "Korean Art/' April, J45-149, 

"Korean proverbs/' August, 284-290: Qctobct, 369- 
373; December, 452-455, 

"An Ancient Gazedeer of Korea/' November, 407- 
416. jThe Ydji S&ngnam] 
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V 


* 'ear Title, Month md Page 

IH9S "The Ini," February, 47-54. 

■The Mongol* in Korea ” April, 133-143: May. 1?1- 

179; June, 201-206. 

3. Article* in ih« Tnamm'iUint of the Korea Brunch 
of the Royal A sialic Society 

Pttf. Yens Title and Page 

1 1900 “Korean Survivals,” 23. 

H, Pi- 2, 1902 Korean Folktales," 45, 

XIV 1923 “National Examination jjj Korea,” 9* 


PARTIAL LIST OF HOMER B. HULBERTS PUBLISHED 
WRITINGS (Continued) 

4. Selected Editorials and Articles in The Korea Review 

(Exclusive Of the insta! Interns of the History published 
monthly, 1901-1904) 

VoT F ear Title, Month and Page 

I 1901 ”11)!; Spirit of the Bcti: A Korean Legend Ipocm],' 1 

Jan.. 1-2. 

‘The New,' Century,” Jatt,, 3-1L 

Editorial Comment [on purposes of ihe Review], Jan., 
22-24, 

' Korean Proverbs." Feb., 50-53: SepL, 392-396, 

‘Xylographie Art in Korea," March, 97-101. 

"A Vagary of Fortune," April, 145*155; Mav, 193- 

202 . 

I This "Korean Romance’ 1 was signed ■‘Niirro" but 
Is recognised (o have been written by Halbert. 
It appeared in substantially the same farm in 
G. Lynch, Viyuris Vow." Caztel’x Magazine, 
October 1904.1 

"Barem von Moilvndorlf la sketch of his work in 
Korea!," June, 245-252. 

"Korean Etymology.'' June. 254-257. 

Editorial Commeiti (on Christian missions in Korea 
and Hast Asia], June. 261-263. 
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Year 


!9G2 


Title, Month and Pag* 

"Korean and Erato,” July, 297-301; Aug,,. 341-344, 
+ Thc Korea Brooch of the Royal .Asiatic Soc^iy” 
Aug, 337-340. 

'George C. Faulk;* Aug,, 344-349. 

IThis essay on conditions in Korea during Knrign 
Faulk's service there {ISSJ-lSffT) b notable 
for its unusually sympathetic view of the Min 
family anil I heir purposes] 

"A Notable Book on China [by tL H< Parker]*” 
Oct- 433-440. 

' Rear Admiral Schtey in Korea."' Oct-. 440-445. 
'The Price of Happiness," Oct-. 445-454. 

\7hh story, like she “Vagary of Fori line, 1 ' h fictional 
bui is based on one or more Korean tales and 
demonsiniies Professor HulberFs ability to write 
gripping Action at the same lime that he b 
actu&Hy describing Korean mores and folkways.] 
''"Hit Founding of the Korea [jit] Dynasty, 1 Nov r , 
481 -486- 

Editorial Comment [an unusually sharp criticism, for 
ibis early period of rhe Review's life, of Japanese 
actions inward the Korean Government and 
toward individual Koreans], Nov., 497-499, 

J The Status of Woman in Korea." I3ee,. 529-534. 
‘The Marble Pagoda;* Dec., 534-538. 

H The Stains of Woman in Korea (Second Paper);' 
Jan., DSh Third Paper, Feb.. 53-59: Fourth 
Paper, March, 97-101; Fifth Paper, April, 155- 
159* 

"Notes on Southern Korea ” Jan. K 1347- 
The Products of Korea,” Feb.. 49-53; March, 10EP 
112, May. 203 206; July, 3004604; Ang.* 341- 
345; Sepi.. 393-396. 

Editorial Comment, Feb.. 69-7 ! r 
|A somewhat naive and idealistic discussion of ihe 
significance of the AuglcMJapanese Alliance of 
January 30. E902.1 

"A Celebrated Monument Marking the Fidl o( Pak- 
jc [rir|" March, 102407 
hi Slyvery in Korea." April 149-155, 
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ThU r Month and Page 

“Remitsat on ilw Korean Alphabet." May, ! 98-203, 
"Burial Cl^totns H " June, 241-346; July. 20J-3GO. 
"The Wreck of the Kimia-gawa Maru [in which ihe 
pjoneer American missionary E G- AppcnzdJerr 
IfRi his life)/' June, 247-250, 

M Japanese Banking an Korea." June. 250*254, 
^Korean Fiction,” July, 2SM0J. 

"Korean CuiTeJicy,^ Aug. h 337-341; Sept,, 389-392. 
“The Treasurer of Kyong-ju." Sept.. 385-389. 

‘The Korean Telegraph and Posiai Scrvlcci,” Sept., 
39fr40l. 

"The Korean Language, 1 * Oei., 433-340, 

“The Prince of Detective*,” Oct., 446-450. 

|This is another -^triple of Hulhert's jpptiiling fic- 
lion; it incidentally reveals Korean thought and 
culture patterns ] 

‘Tnsaiion in Korea." Nov., 4H1-490. 

“A Leaf from Korean Astrology,” Nov.. 491-498* 
Dec., 535-541. 

"From Fus.ui [riel to Wonsan bv Pack-pony," Dec., 
529-535. 

[Signed “H. O, T Burtw-aU"—evidently one of Pro¬ 
fessor Hubert's well-known pen names.] 

“The Ancient Kingdom of Karak," Dec., 541-546, 

1903 "A Notable Paper on Scout,” Jan., 1-8, 

[A commentary on James S- Gale’s "Htin-yang,” 
TKBRAS II. Pi. 2, 1902,] 

"A Leaf From Korean Astrology {continued I,” Jan,. 
13-18; Feb., 65-6*. 

"From Fusan (sic) ro Wonsan by Pack-pony {con¬ 
tinued,” Jjr>., 18-22; Feb,. 59-65; March. J0I- 
104. 

Editorial discussions and report* on the Catholic- 
Protestant controversy in Hwunjhjui Province, 
Jan.. 22-29; Feb,. 73f.. 77L; March, 115428* 
[unnumbered page inserted between 12* ami 
129]; Aprii, 167. 17If.. l?6b (supplement); 
Sept., 411; Not,. 499f„ 506. 51(1. 

‘Tbc Korean Sew Year,” Feb,. 49-55. 

The Korean Physical Type.” Feb-, 55-59. 
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Year Title, Month ami Pit$e 

1903 'The T«t of Friendship." March. 97-100. 

' The Bridges and Wells of Scout, March, 104-110- 
I7ie Korean Mudang .tml Panm." April, 145-149; 
May, 20J-20B: Jiinu. 357-360; July, 301-305, 
Aug,, 342-3-it-; Sr pi., 385-389. 

The Hun-min Thong-cun!." April, 154-159; May. 
208-213, 

"The Privilege* of (he Capital." May, 193-203. 
"Across Siberia hy Rail,” May. 218-222: June, 253- 
256; July, 305-309: Aug., 349-355. 

"Note on Ch“oc Ch'l-wun [sic-]." June, 241-247. 
"Korean and Formosan,” July, 289*294, 

"Korean Relations wilh Japan: The Cheung-;urtg 

Kyo-fiit-ii t j; p luly ¥ 

294-300; Aug., 347-349; Sept, 394-398; Del., 
430-143; Nov,. 492 497; Dee., 537*544. 
Editorial Comment on Western European incident.* 
of the 1903 journey, July, 311-313 
"The PeddlaK Gmid s ' Aug.. 337-342. 

Editor l:l! Comment on the decreasing interest in edu- 
cation in Korea* Sept,,, 408f. 

Editorial Comment asserting the belief shat Japan will 
honor Korean independence, Qct-. 45 3 f- 
"‘EtanlfkraejiC 1 Nov., 4St-l87; Etec., 532-537. 

1904 "Korean Relations with Japan {continued h* Jan.* 9- 

U, 

"Retrospect of t9D3 n H Jan., 13-20. 

[Pages 16*20 ^re devoted largely to Halbert's argu¬ 
ment that a Japanese, rather than u RjutUMi. 
predominance in Korea would be advantageous 
to the other foreign powers fi* well ns to the 
Koreans ihemselves.] 

‘The Apm lAjdo]/’ Feb., 63-70; June, 249*255. 
The Russo-Japanese War " Feb., 49-63^ March* 97- 
103; April, 145-155; May. 193*207; June, MI- 
249; July, 302*305. 

Editorial Comment, Feb „ 75*77. 
jThc first of HulberA edi lariats on the Russo-Ia pa¬ 
ne^ War period; this discussion generally justi- 
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VdA Ymr Title* Month and Page 

IV 1904 lies Japanese actions but also calls on the Koreai] 
people lo use the intercrisis as an occa¬ 
sion for strengthening vfuelr body poliiic to the 
point of genuine independence,] 

"A New Hook on Korea,' 4 March, l (>9-l ] 8. 

[An elaborate enlicism—employing considerable sar¬ 
casm—of Angus Hamilton, Korea, London, 
Wiflbm Heinemarm, !404.| 

'The Burning of ihc Palace." April 155*163. 

‘The Internal Condition of Affairs in Korea. 41 April 
165-16®, 

fc T>ie Oldest Rdsc in Korea/' June, 255-259, 
"Japanese Industrial Project* in Korea/ 4 July, 289- 
297 , 

Editorial Continent [a discisn ol the Nagamori 
Scheme for settling Japanese farmer^ on all 
"waste tands' in Korea, written in a manner 
primarily unfavorable to Japan] July* 306-312, 
The Fusion ol Korean Society/ 1 Aug. L 332-344. 
“The Fallow Lands,* Aug., 344-350, 

[Here Hulbcri lists si* factors which he believes to 
have contributed to a shrinkage of land in cul¬ 
tivation in Korea since 1864.1 
What Korea Owes to japan |a generally objective 
appraisal of Korean Japanese relations, IB76- 
19041 Aug,, 350*356. 

Editorial Comment [another utt favor able criitckm of 
the Nnytunori Scheme, together with a discus¬ 
sion of the Koreans 4 mi stance to serving in 
Manchuria as coolie* for the Japanese army and 
a description of the altitude of the Protaianl 
missionaries toward the political and personal 
problems of their Korean converts J, Aug,, 3frf>- 
362, v 

"Spelling Reform pa the Korean pitman, or Hn/f- 
gmr Sept., 385-19J 
Editorial Comment., Scpr,, 402-107. 

[A miher strained jpology for Hutberlk position Ihsit 
predominanl Jnpiim^c influence i b good for the 
Korean people. 1 

" Koreans in Manchuria/* Oct.. 433-437, 
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Yet tf 


1905 


Title, Month and Page 

11 Russian v in Northeast Koreu," Oct., 438-440. 

llii? Educational Need* of Korea” Oct ( 443-453- 
Nov , 48M86; Dec,, 513-539. 

Editorial Comment. Oct.. 456-4/.- [. 

|A further amcment of Hulbcrt'h preference for 
Japanese over Rus^iim influence in Korea, ibis 
time eon pled with a sharp emicism of both Mr. 
BethelT* Korea Daily News and the New York 
Herald.] 

"Mr. Kennan on Seoul/' Nov,, 505-507. 

■Retrospect of 1904/* Dec . 529-533. 

(Tlae theme that J:ipim + s interests are compatible with 
iber independence £md strcnjtih of Korea is re¬ 
peated here; the incompatibility of Russian 
autocracy with the weU-belrtg of Korea is again 
emphasized,] 

■'Korea and Formosa/" inn., 1-8. 

[Here Hu Ebert relums to hk them that southern 
Korea was populated by people from southern 
AsulJ 

"The Rusio-iapaiicse Conflict’ A Review [of Pro¬ 
fessor K- Asakuwa** book of that title], hK Jan., 
12-16. 

[Hufberfi comment in the review itself is generally 
favorable, but on pages 20-21 and 26-29 be 
points oui unfavorable aspects of Japan'* action 
in Korea and expresses the wish that A native 
could come and sec for hitraelfj 

'The Seoul-Fusan [Pusan] Rail way” Xsn., I6-2U 
May, 183*187. 

'The Stone -fight/' Teh., 49-53. fSce also page 72,] 

Editorial Comment, February* 63-6R, 

(This Ed it nr on balance favors the large proposed 
lapanew: kun to the Korean Govemment foe 
the slabilixiiiion of Korean currency, although 
many Western residents tliought it dangerous 
from the Korean standpoint.] 

,fc A Korean MinC March, 87-97. 

“Admiral Schley on the I <11 Ic War of 1871/’ Mirch H 
97-106. 
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Ytar Tfrfe, Month and Page 

i ^05 Editorial Comment, March. 110. 

[Pmi^ of American Minister Horace N. Allen, 
fwhotr Tcptaocnwni m Seoul by H V. Morgan 
had just been unnounced in Washington )< b de¬ 
spite the personal tension* existing at various 
times bcsweeis Allen and Hulhert.| 

^Karea and Japan” May, L61 -172. 

[Generally a weJM>alancetl analysis of Korean-Japa- 
neso retaliom *ince I £7 ft mnJ 4 dear challenge 
to Japan to *bow its good falEk.| 

Editorial Comment. May, 187*189, 

| Hu [hen points to Admiral Toga's victory of May 
2$, 1905 off Tsushima □_? the effective end of 
the wnr wish Russia and so assurance pf Japa¬ 
nese predominance in Korea; again he expresses 
the belief that Japan's influence wrll on she whole 
he helpful to Ihe Korean people,| 

"'Dr. Morrison on Korea." June. 201-3(15, 
fHulhert sharply questions many favorable statement* 
regarding Japin'* actions in Korea made by 
Or, Morrison, correspondent of she London 
Turin.I 

“A Possible Proseeiorated June, 205-212, 

I Here the Editor declares ihai a protectorate over 
Korea is not necessary io Japanese inlercsrs und 
would he 0 serious misfortune to the Koreans.) 
"Korean Business Life." June, 219-223. 

Editorial Comment, June r 228-230. 
fConfidence iii the sincerity al ihr Japanese Govern¬ 
ment, as distinct from the mass of Japanese ad- 
venturers in Korea, is expressed again; Ihe idea 
of a Japanese offer 10 "prolecC the country 
temporarily, under ft positive guarantee io re¬ 
store Korean independence when the "genuine 
wilting up of Korea" had taken place* k ad¬ 
vanced by Hulbcrt l 

'A Notable Movement in Korea;' July, 249-254, 
[Strong support for the proposal of tinned Protes¬ 
tant mhitaFury activity in Korea, with Halbert’* 
emphasis being placed on opportunities for more 
effective work in the Be Id of ct&JCftiion.l 


BIBL10GRAPKTHS (Korea flfvjew) 


ED 451 


Year 

1905 


Titfc. Month md Page 

“Japanese Plam for Korea," July, 254-260. 

| Multan says Tokyo finally understand* the vicious 
character ol ihe conduct of many Japanese and 
will control these injustices -is well as those 
practiced by corrupt Korean officials. by estab¬ 
lishing impartial courts of .ippuul at many places 
in Korea.] 

Editor?id Comment, July. 266-270. 

(The Review editor here returns to an emphasis on 
Ihe niihlessncss ot Japanese actions. including 
wholesale confiscations of private property, but 
he calls attention again to his confidence that 
Japan b “hastening pltmiT for selling up equita¬ 
ble courts-] 

"A PrttfcsC Aug,. 261-m 

['Die re is no .Lpolo^y for Japun here, but rather a 
carefully supported charge that ranfiscJlkmt *>f 
Koreans’ I rinds are going forward ruthlessly and 
are th teal coin g Japans ability to command the 
respect of ihc Korean petite-] 

A Visit to Pyenj Yang [P t y5ng"yang], w Aug., 287- 
292, 

fShnrp criticism uf Japanese Injustices to Koreans 
in the Fy&njrtteng area, interspersed with in- 
terestitig informattem on the new Seoul Jjiju 
railway.] 

“Japanese Finance m Korea/' Aug,, 298*304. 

(More critical of I he Korean officials and people than 
of Mr, Meg-da, she Japan cm Is nance "'adviser "[ 

Editorial Comment. Aug.. 305-310. 

[This cdiEoriid, j part of which Wits Actually writ ten 
alter Sept. 5. 1905, when the Ruiw>-Japanese 
peace lieaty was signed al Portsmouth, refers 
again, in ftnmg lermr to the vicious treatment 
of Koreans by Japanese, but alio contains a 
rcas&ertion uf the belief that the government of 
Japmu would bring justice to the peninsula wElh 
the end of the war. 

The Visit of Miss Roosevelt. 1 " Sept , 332-334, 

[Here, writing very nearly a monih after the Porta- 
motuh Treaty, Hulberr returns once more to the 
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TMr, Month and Pitgr 

I ^05 argument thin, after all, a iemporary "tutelage' 1 

of Korea by Itipun may be dcvmbJe.l 
Hie Sources of Kortan History/' Sept.. 336-339. 

L A Striking Ccra’tbomiIofi k M Sept., 339^42, 

| ,r We affirm I Si at score* of Korean-; have brought the 
deeds ol their property to ihe office of the 
REVIEW and have begged us io huy it at any 
prree in cinlcr it> save it From seizure by the 
Japanese. M | 

"Missionary Union in Korea/' Sept., 342-346. 
‘Korean Fnrted Labor/' 5ep|„ U6-U$. 

EdiTorfLd Comments Sept., 348-350 
l In the portion of ihis editor til beginning on page 
349, Hubert make* hi* imequrvoeal attack 
on the policy of Ihc Government of Japan 
iLieli/ by referring to the proposed prOJerioraie 
as a "death blow to Korean independence.* He 
cvidenily wrote these lines late in September or 
during ibe first few days of October, By aboui 
October 20 be had Ief[ -Seoul with the Emperor** 
appeal to Preside n I Rooievdq 
"Japan as a Coloniser," OcL t 361-367. 

[An all-out snack no Baron Kaneko's proposats for 
Japanese colonization.] 

"The Korean Customs Service/' Ocl. 367-3SO. 

[A eulogy^ of the able Commissioner of Customs, the 
British subject. Dr. 1. McLtavy Brown, who had 
been ju*t informed that he would he relieved, 
at the request of the Japanese, at an early daic.J 
"How Yi Outwitted The Church: A Legend of Medi¬ 
eval Korea/' Oct., 380-184. 

"Places of Interest in Korea/* Oct., 385-393. 

^Korean Domestic Trade/' Nwi t 403-ill 
‘The Korean* In Hawaii/' Nov., 4||4I3 P 
\ Bused on pro/^sAor Hi, liber tn brief stopover In 
Hawaii, where ho arrived on November 7, en 
route in Washington on the Emperor* errand. 
The ms. was evidently mailed rtoin Hawaii to 
the Review office in Seoul.] 

Editorial Comment, Nov., 43ft. 

[Presumably written by Hglbcrt himself, this erfb 
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Turins praises his old rival, former American 
Mjoiner Horace N. Allen. It was cviricnlly 
vmlici* fn voyage and mailed back to Seoul iu 
the interim editors. | 

PB Korean Sociology/' Nov., 432-436. 

[TOs December 190? issue, published early in Jan- 
nary 1906, while Hulberl was in the United 
SLutes, conifils entirely of articles contributed 
by outride volunteer writers and at notes on 
curreiu events.! 

j Issues for Januaxy through April appear to contain 
nothing from the pen of the absent Hulberl,] 
Editorial CommenL 190-194. 

[This editorial presents arguments to disprove ihe 
statements made tn the Outlook by Mr George 
Ken ei fan. Sr. regarding die supineness oi ihe 
Koreans and the general correctness of Japanese 
nations. Pmressor HulberC who had talked at 
length with Mr. Kcnnon in the United Slater 
and who relumed to Seoul early in June, per¬ 
sonally wrote this shi lament. J 
"Kerman and Korea- 11 June. 203-217. 

[Further condemnation of Mr. Kennan's conclusions, 
m having been made on extremely limited ami 
onesided observation.] 

W A Korean Cyclopaedia Jibe Munh/to Pigo}” June, 
217-223; July, 244-Z4S. 

"Korean and Ainu, 1 ’ Jum\ 223-228. 

Editorial Comment, June, 22S-235. 

(A comprehensive adverse criticism of Japanese ac- 
tion. especially in I he fields of finance tend edu- 
canon, carefully based on fact bui giving no 
quarter,] 

'The Korean Mining Laws," July, 241-244, 

“Opium in - Korea/' July. 243-25 L 

'The Korean Emigrant Protection Law*" 256-25S. 

fA telling indictment of Japanese avarice.] 

“The Pyeng-yang |P\6ngVang] Land Cue, July* 
261-266. |A fultacale and well documented 
expose of .ubitrarv confiscations by Japanese. 1 
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Vi 1*^06 Editorial Codunctit, July, 266-271. 

[The des pcrz.it plight of the ordinary Korean* fleeced 
on the one hand by his own tftft ffttfgu ra .tnd do 
ihe other by Jupunc.w adventurers who cannot 
he con I rolled by the Residency-Gen eraL] 
“Ul-lcung Do iPagcicL Ulandj” Aug. 281-2455* 
*Tho Prophets of Seoul," Atig^ 2£4-300, 

''Korean Intenid Affairs.' 1 August. 300-303. 

[The thesis in this essay by Hidbcet is that, since the 
Japanese art in complete control, it b ihesr duty 
to clean up she admin istralicn and to give the 
people d chance for a decent existence and thus 
remove the cause of ihe striou* wave of crime.] 
Eulhonul ComdUT The Torture of Koreans. Aug,, 
303-313, 

(Two mailers ;sie discussed here: First* the Re*fcw*f 
earlier charge that a Korean eunuch had been 
severely beaten by Japan ere police and ev- 
changes of correspondence with the Residency- 
General on this matter; and secondly, an answer 
to ihe Japan Mail* criticism* of Hulbcrt's 
charges of Japan eve failure to reform the Korean 
administration.] 

"Korean Finances." Sept., 325-333. 

-Princi Eui^hfl [tMw*]; An AppeaJ." Sept. 333- 
338. 

[The appeal is to the Prince—*oo of the Emperor by 
a concubine—to use his: e^cpciience in the United 
States and his friendship with influential Japa¬ 
nese 10 help his countrymen obtain justice and 
a better life.] 

hl Japan m North-east Korea/* Sept , 33 S-341. 

I Discuss ion of insults and violation* of property 
rights perpetrated on Canadian and United Slates 
citizens by Japanese soldier*.! 

“Japanese Immigration/' Sept., 341-346. 

[Tho preditcry nature of Japanese agricultural ex- 
paniion into Kora.] 

Editorial Comment, Scpi. F 146-3 S2 

fA cattigaliun of the bestial conduct of Japanese in 
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VI 1906 Korea, including reieretKC to asspultg on West¬ 

ern women, I hi; officially condoned tide of nar¬ 
cotics and ihe widespread introduction at Japa¬ 
nese prostitutes. | 

‘Missionary Work in Korea/ Oel. F 3 61-366* 

(Hu Ebert's commons on l he manner in which Ihr 
Korea Mission of ihe Presbyterian Chureh in 
l ihe USA. gave expression lo in policy of non- 

interference an political matters.} 

'Tax Collection in Korea/ Oct, a 366-576 
[Serious questions are raided regarding the new sys¬ 
tem of taxation to be supervised hy the Japa¬ 
nese] 

'Koreans In America,'' Oct,, 376-378 
'Swift Retribution/ Oct., 383-386. 

[Thc killing by a group of Koreans of a Japanese 
who hud killed a neighbor for refusing it> give 
the Japanese his house. I 

Editorial Comment: Douglas Story on Korea, Oct., 
389-393. 

“Min Yong-whan/ Nov. f 406412, 

"The Religion of the Heavenly Way/ Nov,, 41 Eh 
424; Dec., 460-465, 

[This account of ihe Tonfdiak-CEf-frndu Kyo nwve^ 
ment contains some errors In fact; more impor¬ 
tant ii reflects ihe unfavorable predisposition 
toward this remark able reform effort which 
mofil Wei, l cine rs dmfedd 
"GiimMiiig in Korea/ Nov., 425-428. 

Editor ml Comment* Nov r 428-435. 

[A re joinder to the Japanese-financed Seoul Press's 
bitter attack on all publicatkfl# by Westerner* 
in Korea, and new ins Jarett of greedy exploi¬ 
tation of the coumry by Japanese operating 
under official Residency 43 cneru! approved. | 

“A ‘Skeleton m ihe Closet'* ta Korean folklaicl, 
Dec,, 452-157. 

An Eminem Opinion, Dec., 457-459. 

[Hufbert quotes from, art article by Btfhop Warren 
A Candle r of ihe Method]v| Kpbcopal Church. 
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V J 1^06 South, who hut jiisl (nivdedl widely in Korea. 

The bishop found ihe Korcam “utieriy dis¬ 
couraged^ and ifreir country ruthlessly overrun 
by "Japans scalawag*/'! 

Editorial Comment on Japan's responsibility for 
bringing yen nine improvement to Korea. De-, 
465 . 470 . 
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